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ot This wistful miss is Catherine Cooley who had the 

E folks at the Lincoln Traffic party in stitches with her 
i interpretation of “All | Want for Christmas is My 

SS ‘Two Front Teeth." 


od 


The choral group were guests at the home of Mr and 
Mrs. Frank H. Woods at the conclusion of their several 


jappearances. Mr. and Mrs. Woods and Mr. and Mrs. oe KE ee marina Ts eet, a 
Thomas C. Woods were entertained with carols and other as The Lincoln Business les staged pte os 
Christmas music after which the chorus was entertained at another of their famous early morn- ©. | “a 


. 4 ing Christmas breakfasts. This scene §-. + 
was taken by Bill Quinn at the con- 5: 
clusion of the party. 


the home of Mr. and Mrs. John H. Agee. 
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Christmas was ushered in upon the L. T. and T. scene this year again with 
many parties held throughout the territory and with other activities to add to 


the color and gaiety of this pleasant season. 


The choral group composed of 40 employees from Lincoln departments 
had an unusually busy program. They entertained with traditional Christmas 
music at the Veterans Hospital and at the children’s Masonic Party in addition 
to their program on radio station KFOR and appearances in the general office 
building and warehouse. As an enjoyable climax they were guests at the homes 
of Frank H. Woods and John H. Agee. Mr. and Mrs. Woods, Mp. and: Mrs: 
Agee, Mr. and Mrs, Thomas C. Woods and department heads and thelr wives 
greeted the chorus and in return were serenaded with carols and othe, yiletde 
‘ songs. Professor Leonard Paulson directed the chorus again this year and 
Chauncey Eggerss was in charge of its organization. The activity WAS Sponsored 


by Guy O, Seaton, personnel director. 
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: x 4 The exchang of gifts around the Christ- 
*, 9 mas tree was as usual the high spot of the 
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| Myrtle Hiner and her fellowship committee of the Pioneers Association was “Among the top favorites at the Lincoln Traffic party a 


< o. , | ee, | 
Hy [oven stracted on stfondonce of over 100, | ogain activo Tn planing Christmas vst and remembrances to retired employees | Tey a eee se wi tie Une | 
; 5s << a nih? | and those on the “ailing’’ list. Twenty-five visits were made by the committee ee ‘Service Department. — 
[ on the Sunday preceding Christmas to extend personal greetings on bahalt at e ve 
the chapter. a be 
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A detailed account of the various parties pictured here 
& 


gatherings appears in the ‘Personalities in the News" reports, 
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fine time at their] 
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The Auburn Traffic folks had a 


Fannual Christmas gathering. 
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28 The folks in the Supply Department gathered around the Ghristnae tree 
 4to wait for Santa Claus and we hear that they weren't disappointed. | 


™ Representatives of the Pioneers chapter who assisted 
MH the fellowship committee in its annual pleasant assignment 
of visiting retired employees at Christmas time. Myrtle 
B Hiner, committee chairman, is fourth from left. 
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_ The traffic and commercial girls at Fair- 


bury greeted the holiday season- with the » Meme Oh. TE ‘ 


Engine ; Se | 
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amilia, : ee Departments Perennial Santa, Arthee 
Ole as the time came for the exchang? 


traditional exchange of gifts and good 
wishes, nee 
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Death Comes to J. S. Jackson 
MPLOYEES from all parts of the 


territory joined in mourning the 
passing of John S. Jackson, training 
supervisor, on December 16, 1948. His 
death came after a 
three month illness 
during which his 
condition was anx- 
iously watched by 
his many friends 
and co-workers. He 
passed his sixtieth 
birthday a few days 
after leaving his 
desk for the last time 
on September 17. 

Mr. Jackson began his unbroken 
record of service when he was employed 
by the New Home Telephone Company 
at Beatrice, his home town, in Novem- 
ber, 1906. With the purchase of that 
organization in 1909, he came to our 
Company as an installer, and since then 
has compiled a most amazing record 
of telephone experience. Sam, as he 
was better known, was a telephone man 
of the old school with the apparent 
faculty of being able to fill any posi- 
tion efficiently. For this reason the 
number of posts which he occupied dur- 
ing the period of 42 years are varied 
and numerous, and include those of 
combinationman, plant clerk at Bea- 
trice, Hastings and Lincoln, construc- 
tion clerk, commercial service represen- 
tative, sales and service supervisor, sup- 
plies accountant and district clerk. 

During the early months of the war 
a heavy demand was made on both his 
time and experience when, as installa- 
tion supervisor, he was in charge of the 
erection of the telephone systems, first 
at the Mead Ordnance Plant and later 
at the several associated air bases near 
Geneva. When critical traffic problems 
at Hastings forced a division in district 
supervision, Sam was sent there as Act- 
ing District Manager, having charge of 
all plant and commercial activities. In 
August, 1944, he returned to the gen- 
eral commercial department as training 
supervisor, the position he held at the 
time of his death. 

Employee social and athletic activities 
have always been a source of Mr. Jack- 
son’s keen interest and participation. He 
played as a regular on several of the 
Company’s strong baseball teams in the 
early °20’s and lent an expert hand 


J. S. Jackson 


in tournaments of tennis, horseshoes 
and golf. He served several terms of 
office on the club room committee and 
was appointed as the Pioneer's social 
chairman for the current season be- 
fore his illness forced him to relinquish 
the post. He was an active member of 
Lancaster Lodge No. 54, A.F. and A.M., 
St. Paul Methodist Church and the 
Frank H. Woods Chapter, Independent 
Telephone Pioneer Association. 

Mr. Jackson is survived by his wife, 
a son, daughter, grand daughter_and a 
great grandson. Funeral services were 
held in Lincoln on Saturday, December 
18 with interment at Lincoln Memorial 


Park Cemetery. 


M. W. Franklin 
UPERVISORY changes _ affecting 


three members of the Accounting 
Department became: effective this 
month. Maurice W. Franklin, formerly 
voucher and invoice supervisor, accepted 
a position in Washington, D. C., where 
he will become a member of the staff of 
the United States Independent Tele- 
phone Association on January 15. Step- 
ping into the position vacated by Mr. 


Franklin will be S. F. Bush, formerly 


traveling auditor. Kenneth J. Boshart 
will be advanced from revenue methods 
supervisor to traveling auditor. 

Mr. Franklin this month rounds out 
20 years of service with the Company. 
Before joining our organization he was 
employed by the State Bank of Ne- 
braska at Seward and attended the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska. He was employed 
in the Accounting Department in Janu- 
ary 1929 as plant clerk and was made 
voucher and invoice supervisor in 1935. 
Active in employee activities, he was 
one of the principal organizers of the 
Lincoln Telephone Employees Coopera- 
tive Credit Association and served as 
secretary during its first years of oper- 
ation. For several years he has been sec- 
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Ss. F. Bush 


A. F. Jacobson Succeeds 
W. R. Johnson at N. W. Bell 
A F. JACOBSON was appointed 


° general manager for the Nebraska- 
South Dakota area of the Northwestern 
Bell Telephone Company, succeeding 
Will R. Johnson, who died suddenly 
November 19. Mr. Jacobson assumed 
the new position December 6. 

Mr. Jacobson was formerly employed 
in the Lincoln switchroom and, incident- 
ally, is a brother-in-law of F. E. Behm, 
general plant superintendent. Mr. John- 
son was manager of the exchange at 
Hastings in 1910 before the property 
was purchased by our Company. 


Kenneth Boshart 


retary of the Telephone Employees 
Mutual Benefit Association. 


S. F. Bush is a familiar figure in most 
of the Company’s exchanges and cer- 
tainly requires no introduction to those 
who are responsible for the records and 
accounts in the various areas. He has 
been traveling auditor since 1919 with 
the exception of a three year term of 
service with the Mountain States Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company from 
1926 to 1929. During recent years he 
has been assisted by Kenneth J. Boshart 
who now succeeds him. 


Mr. Boshart has been with the Ac- 
counting Department since 1929 when 
he was employed as a plant clerk. He 
held the positions of bookkeeper, dis- 
tribution clerk and material clerk before 
joining the armed forces in 1942. He 
served in the Pacific Theatre of Opera- 
tions until 1945 when he returned to 
the Accounting Department as advanced 
clerk. He was appointed revenue 
methods supervisor in July, 1947. 


All three are members of the Frank 


H. Woods Chapter of the Independent 
Telephone Pioneer Association. 


Waters Becomes Sales 
And Training Supervisor 


A. B. Waters 


SA B. WATERS, area commercial 
manager at Lincoln since 1935, be- 
came a member of the staff of the Gen- 
eral Commercial Superintendent on Jan- 
uary 1 when he was appointed sales 
and training supervisor. In his new 
position Mr. Waters will be responsible 
for sales promotion and the training of 
commercial employees throughout the 
Company’s territory. He succeeds J. S. 
Jackson, formerly training supervisor, 
who passed away December 16. 

A reorganization of the lines of 
supervision in the Lincoln Commercial 
office makes it possible to discontinue 
the position of area commercial man- 
ager. Supervisors will report directly to 
the District Commercial Manager. 


Mr. Waters’ advancement comes in 
recognition of his fine record of serv- 
ice with the Company and his particu- 
lar qualifications for this new  posi- 
tion. He has been in the Lincoln Com- 
mercial Department for the past 23 
years during most of which he has 
served in a supervisory capacity. His 
experience has enabled him to become 
familiar with all phases of commercial 
work which will be particularly helpful 
to him in carrying out his training re- 
sponsibilities. 

After receiving a Bachelor of Science 
degree from the University of Nebraska, 
Mr. Waters joined the Company in 
January, 1926 as a solicitor in the Lin- 
coln Business Office. He was advanced 
to contract manager in 1929 and office 
manager in 1934 before being promoted 
to area commercial manager. 

Mr. Waters is secretary and past 


president of the Co-operative Civic 
Club of Lincoln, trustee of the Cedars 
Home for Children and a deacon in the 
First Presbyterian Church. He is a 
member of the Lincoln Chamber of 
Commerce, Lancaster Lodge No. 54, A. 
F. & A. M., Lincoln Elks Lodge and a 
charter member of the Frank H. Woods 
chapter of the Independent Telephone 
Pioneer Association. 


Fischer and Gore Are Praised 
A NEW multiple line telephone system 

recently was placed in service for 
the Western Union Telegraph Company 
in Lincoln. The Western Union folks 
think that it is “tailor made” to fit 
their telephone needs and praised the 
skill and helpful attitude of the em- 
ployees who handled the job as well. 
Superintendent W. D. Lundy wrote 
Vice-President B. I. Noble as follows: 

“The installation of our new turret 
type telephone system has been com- 
pleted and we appreciate the treatment 
accorded us by your service engineer, 
Mr. Harry Gore, and the fine manner 
and attitude of your installation en- 
gineer, Mr. John Fischer. You must 
have an excellent program on employe- 
customer relationships of which any 
company should be proud.” 

Mr. Noble replied in part as follows: 
“It was thoughtful of you to write as 
you did regarding your new telephone 
system. Kind words such as yours not 
only make us happy, but are bound to 
encourage us to do our job even bet- 
ter. We not only like to see you satis- 
fied with the service that has been 
provided but also with the manner and 
attitude of our people.” 

The new multiple line system has nine 
turrets and five trunks and provides for 
intercommunication between all sta- 
tions. Four units are specially equipped 
as order turrets with head sets for 
answering calls and receiving telegrams. 


Elected As Masonic Masters 
ee annual election of officers for 


various Lincoln Masonic Lodges held 
last month reveals that two telephone 
men will head their respective lodges 


Gerald E. Miller 


Victor Musselman 


as Worshipful Master for the present 
year. 

North Star Lodge No. 227, at 48th 
and Baldwin streets, selected Victor B. 
Musselman of the engineering depart- 
ment for the high office, the date of 
installation being January 12. Vic be- 
comes the third Master of this lodge to 
come out of the engineering depart- 
ment, being preceded to this chair in 
the years past by the late R. C. McLain, 
and by H. W. Cane, cost engineer. 

Gerald E. Miller was installed as the 
new Master of East Lincoln Lodge No. 
210, at 27th and S streets, on January 
8, and Roy Brendle was appointed to 
serve as Tyler; both are members of the 
Lincoln service department. Mr. Miller 
ascends to the chair once occupied by 
L. C. Anderson, who was also em- 
ployed in the service department at 
the time of his death in 1943. 


At two other Lincoln lodges, tele- 
phone men are retiring from the Mas- 
ter’s office, L. G. Saunders having 
served in that capacity for the past year 
at College View Lodge No. 320, and 
Russell R. Rauch at Lancaster Lodge 
No. 54. 


Benefit Claims Paid 

hee following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual 

Benefit Association during the month 

of December: 

Primary members: Camilla E. Selzer, 
David City Traffic, $198.00; Bette 
Hemberger, Hastings Traffic, $27.50; 
Genevieve M. Duster, Lincoln Traffic, 
$53.00; Marcia Watson, General Traf- 
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fic, $9.00; Minnie A. Schlitt, Hastings 
Traffic, $207.50; W. D. Quinn, Lincoln 
Commercial, $14.00; J. L. Selko, Con- 
struction, $168.50; C. H. Kermoade, 
Syracuse Plant, $156.50. 


Dependents: Steven Knee, Lincoln, 
$5.63; Mrs. J. L. Baxter, Jr., Lincoln, 
$61.88; Mrs. R. M. Green, Lincoln, 
$24.38; DiAnne Quinn, Lincoln, $12.94; 
James Brendle, Lincoln, $3.75. 


Operators Know What You 
Mean By the Christmas Rush 
HRISTMAS was anything but a 


holiday again this year for long 
distance operators. A snow storm on 
December 24 changed the plans of 
many travelers and combined with the 
usual heavy holiday traffic to make the 
handling of calls a difficult problem. 


Lincoln’s all time record for both 
offered and completed calls was shat- 
tered on December 24 when 5641 calls 
were offered and 4479 were completed. 


Records previously established in 1945 


for Christmas business were broken in 
other points including Beatrice, Ne- 
braska City and Fairbury. Hastings’ 
1945 Christmas peak was not quite 
equaled this year. Lincoln’s record was 
77% above the volume of a “normal” 
business day. 


C. C. Donley,-general traffic superin- 
tendent, and chief operators throughout 
the territory were unanimous in acclaim- 
ing the magnificent work of the oper- 
ating forces. “They are deserving of 
the highest commendation,” Mr. Donley 
said, “For their superb efforts in meet- 
ing as they did this unparalleled emer- 
gency situation. Their work is a tribute 
not only to their ability and training 
but also to the fine spirit of service to 
the public in which it was accom- 


plished.” 


The Company participated in a na- 
tion wide plan designed to facilitate the 
handling of calls and to minimize de- 
lays. The principal feature was a tele- 
typewriter system through which de- 
lays on important circuits were rev 
ported to major operating points 
throughout the country. A receiving 
machine was located in Lincoln and 
teletype reports were relayed by tele- 
phone from Lincoln to toll centers in 
our territory. Another emergency 
measure was the assignment of a group 
of specially trained operators who 
handled tickets on delayed calls and 
supervised their completion with a min- 
imum of delay. 


Genevieve Griffin is receiving a teletype 
message giving reports of circuit delays dur- 
ing the Christmas rush. At right, Darlene 
Multer is telephoning the reports to our 
toll centers. This represented part of the 
extraordinary measures taken this year to 
facilitate the flow of a record volume of 
holiday calls. 


New Assignments For 


Cummings and Smith 


Continued heavy service demands 
and plans for expansion to meet those 
demands have increased the problems 
of surveys, studies and engineering. 
Further evidence of this was the assign- 
ment the first of this month of C. E. 
Cummings to the General Traffic De- 
partment where he will assist in the 
preparation of traffic engineering 
studies and estimates. Mr. Cummings’ 
responsibilities as chief switchman will 
be given to Howard Smith during this 
assignment. Mr. Smith, formerly assist- 
ant chief switchman, will become act- 
ing chief switchman. 


Utica Is Dial Operated 
N TUESDAY morning, December 


21, the exchange at Utica was cut 
over to dial operation and became the 
54th to employ this system in our or- 
ganization. Utica’s mayor, C. Dierber- 
ger, pulled the strings to accomplish the 
conversion. The new system comes into 
being with 160 lines equipped in a 200 
line Automatic Electric Company step 
by step unit. The exchange serves 327 
stations of which 158 are rural. 

Before the cutover, an extensive pro- 
gram was completed in rebuilding and 
extending the exchange facilities, the 
farm lines were regrouped, all drops 
and inside wiring were replaced. Some 
cable replacement was necessary to 
bring relief to parts of the town which 


had_ been 
pains. 

The Utica exchange was originally 
built by the Seward County Telephone 
Company which was organized in 1903 
and had exchanges at Beaver Crossing, 
Garland, Milford, Tamora, Utica, Bee, 
Goehner and Seward. These properties 
were purchased by our company in 
June, 1912, at which time Utica, with 
319 stations, was one of the largest of 
the group. 


suffering from growing 


Tough Competitors 


At Hickman 
HE basketball and volleyball teams 
undertook an ambitious program on 
Thursday evening, December 30, when 
they journeyed to Hickman for a double 
barrelled contest with local town teams. 
Said teams are spoken of in respectful 
tones throughout the length and 
breadth of the county and it was the 
Hickman volleyball team which, last 
year, gave our championship girls team 
an early season 28-26 trimming. 
Things started out in the same dole- 
ful manner when the basketball boys 
went down before the Hickman town 
team in a low scoring contest 17 to 9. 
The volleyball girls, however, had 
learned their lessons well, and got tight 
to work in building up a lead. At the 
end of the game they surveyed the 
score in gory glee—46 to 21 in favor 
of the Telephone team. This, they feel, 
takes care of that little item of last 


year. 
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Real Living 


N° matter where your home may be 

you can say that you are really 
living there if you are devoting your 
time, thought and effort toward making 
it better. 

Your number one community obli- 
gation, of course, is to do a good tele- 
phone job. Emphasis upon your oppor- 
tunity for service there is not needed, 
we re sure. 

Next, be a good neighbor. Take pride 
in the appearance of your home and in 
your neighborhood. Be helpful to 
others and active in neighborhood 
projects. 

Then be a community builder. Do 
your share where there’s work to be 
done. You know the opportunities 
—churches, Community Chest, Boy 
Scouts, civic and fraternal organizations 
—the list is almost endless. 

Initiative and cooperation helped 
build the good old U.S. A. They work 
in community building too. Try it. 
You'll find you're really living when 
you make the place you live a little 
better. 


It's Your Business 

T has been said that nearly half the 

people in the nation, upwards of 
75 million persons, have a financial 
interest in America’s corporations. This 
means that in America, not two or three 
families nor a favorite political clique 
nor even the government, but. the 
people own the tools of production. 
Anyone of us may invest in corpora- 
tions. Besides direct investors, anyone 


who pays for life insurance or has bank 


savings should be interested in the wel- 
fare of corporations. 

That is true because insurance com- 
panies and banks invest in various in- 
dustrial enterprises the money they 
receive from you. In this additional 
way, ownership of corporations is spread 
throughout the land. This is the story 
of industrial America—thousands of 
persons do things together. Manage- 
ment, labor, investors—all work to- 
gether to make business and industry 
hum with production. Everyone 
benefits. This is the miracle of Amer- 
ica’s free enterprise. 

Excerpt from ‘‘Looking Ahead” by George 


S. Benson, President of Hardi 
Searcy, Arkansas. arding College, 


More Farmers Have 
Service Through 
Customer Cooperation 


A very good example of the value 

of customer cooperation in helping 
bring service to farmers was the addi- 
tion of 27 rural subscribers near Pickrel]] 
last month. Rural service was brought 
to the 27 farm homes on December 30 
with the aid of the farmers who assisted 
with the ground work. 

The group as a whole agreed to pay 
$50.00 per station toward the cost of 
construction and we agreed to let 
them to a part of the ground work as 
compensation toward this cost. Our 
Company dug the holes, did the line 
and installation work with a very happy 
result for all concerned. 

The group was formerly a part of 
the Hanover Mutual organization. The 
277 farmers were formerly served on 
one line not directly connected to a 
switchboard. They are now served, 
along with eight of our subscribers, on 
five lines. They like the new service 
much better. 


No Crows 
Fuses blew three times in a potash 


mine near Calsbad, N. M., where R. 
E. Tarleton is employed as chief elec- 
trician. When he investigated, he 
found that some crows had built their 
nest on the cross-arm of a power 
line telephone pole carrying a 2,300 
volt line to the mine. They had tied 
their nest together with bits of blast- 
ing wire, shortcircuiting the line. But 
he didn’t find any dead crows. 
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Bonnie Edie, Lincoln Traffic dept. was 
married Dec. 2 to Hank Albrandt. Mrs. Al- 


brandt is continuing her work. 


Genevieve Rueter, Lincoln Traffic dept., 
was married Nov. 26 to Bill Stillwell. Mrs. 


Stilwell is continuing her work. 


Arlene Norris, Lincoln Traffic, was united 
in marriage, at her home, Dec. 26 to Rex 
Mehuron. Mrs. Mehuron is continuing her 
work. 


Microfilm—But No Pumpkin 
OMETHING new has been added in 


the printing service of the account- 
ing department in the unveiling of a 
pair of machines for photographing and 
reading records on microfilm. One of 
the machines is the camera, or printer, 
the other the viewer. The camera, which 
operates continuously and automatically 
feeds the records through the photo- 
graphing chamber, is capable of photo- 
graphing papers up to 11 inches wide 
and on both sides simultaneously. By 
the aid of the viewer any part of the 
microfilm can be enlarged on a ground- 
glass screen 1700 times the size of the 
negative on the reel. The image is sharp 
and clear even at this tremendous mag- 
nification. 

While no specific task has been as- 
signed to the equipment as yet, con- 
siderable experimentation has been done 
in photographing toll tickets, with the 
view of testing the plan now followed 
by several large companies of mailing 
the original ticket to the subscriber to 
substantiate the billing, retaining only 
the image on microfilm at the telephone 
office. Other uses which may be put 
into effect are the photographing of old 
documents and records so that the 
original may be destroyed—and for re- 
producing correspondence, etc., which 
through the years has reached an enor- 
mous bulk in the transfer files in vart- 
ous departmental vaults. This would 
accomplish a great saving of space in 
the housing of these records. 

Should a copy of any record on micro- 
film be required, it can be readily ob- 
tained by photographic enlargement of 
the image which is projected by the 
viewer, the attachment for this pur- 
pose being built into the machine. 


Ivan Paddack Promoted 


WELL merited promotion was re- 

ceived by Ivan Paddack on January 
1 when he was appointed Equipment 
Foreman of Manual Equipment in the 
Lincoln Service Department. He will 
report to the Chief Switchman and 
will be in charge of the installation and 
maintenance of manual equipment 
which consists principally of toll switch- 
board facilities. 


Mr. Paddack has been with the Com- 
pany since 1922. He served as ground- 
man and lineman at Hastings and other 
Western District points before coming 
to Lincoln in 1923 as a combination- 
man. He became a switchboardman in 
1937 and served in that capacity until 
his present appointment. 


Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Grant are the 
proud and happy parents of a son, 
Robert Allison, born December 11, 
1948. Papa Dick works in the Supply 
Department. 
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The following list of new employees is published as a 
gesture of friendly welcome and to help them get acquainted. 
We hope that they will enjoy their new occupation as well 
as the many fine associations that go with it. 


Name Title Exchange Date 

: Verena A, Cary ...sccccscssccc 
Accounting Sherlie J. Cummings........ 

Ludell N. Deuchev............. el || 2) | ee ee a ERS Lincoln............ November 29 Rose Marie Erdkamp 
Dolores E. Morgan............. od (eee ee ee Lincoln............. December 20 Betty L. Fortner................. 
Commercial Erma Gettman..................... 
Peggy H. Hansen................ RIOD aicans eis Lincoln............. December 13 Hazel M. Gross... 
Virginia M. Hines............... 
Plant Carolyn J. Jackson.......... 
Harold Blecha...................... Groundman................. Lincoln............ November 29 Marcia Jones......................... 
Sidney M. Carr..........0.0...... Groundman................. Auburn............ December 1 Shirley Krokstrom............. 
Gerald E. Carter............. ....@arage Serviceman. Lincoln............. December 15 Nelle Nelson.......... ssheketetecints 
Joseph Castoral.................. Groundman................. Wilber.............. December 23 Dorothy Nickels.................. 
Clarence D. Childress......Groundman................. Lincoln............. December 20 Elaine Pfenning.................. 
Robert W. Clark.......0.0....... Groundman................. Hastings.......... December 13 Jeanne Steele........... nintiaieias 
Frank M. Condos................ Warehouseman.......... Lincoln............ December 23 Hazel Thomason................ 
Herman J. Crow................. Frameman................... Lincolm............ December 27 Mary E. Troyet................... 
David E. Laux.................0 Groundman................. Lincoln............ December 21 Mildred Wait............000......... 
Delysle Meyers Jr..............Groundman................. Lincoln............ November 29 Eileen E. Walberg............. 
Alfred J. Parde................... Groundman................. Beatrice.......... December 1 Darleen Weiler.................... 
Leon L. Rezny.................... Groundman................. Wilber..............December 14 Helen L. Wenn..................... 
John L. Sedoris................... Groundman................. Lincoln............ December 6 Jeannine Wyatt......000000000... 


Promotions, 


Transfers, Title Changes 


Tent Sate aaa eae! 


Alex Geist Ivan Paddack 
Mary Beaty Service Engineer Equipment Foreman 
Ass't. C. O. Lincoln Lincoln 


Wahoo 
Commercial 


Alex Geist, Installer-Repairman, Supply, to 
Service Engineer, Lincoln. 
Plant 

Philip J. Garvey, combinationman, Service, 
to switchboardman, Supply. 

J. E. Geist, warehouseman to shopman, Sup- 
ply. 

Norris E. Hammond, male clerk to switch- 
man, Service, Lincoln. 

Ivan Paddack, switchboardman to equipment 
foreman, manual equipment, Service, 
Lincoln. 


Traffic 


Mary Beaty, instructor to assistant chief oper- 
ator, Wahoo. 
Geraldine Durr, A&L, operator to NA&L 


operator, Nebraska City. 


MELEE EEE EEE EEE EE_MEMQ_M_M EM§B’M_D ELE EEE EL EE EE ELE  Lioyd H. Schmutte.......... 
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Robert D. Tonev.............. 
Donald R. Ward............... 
John D. Witmer.................. 
Arthur C. Wymore............. 
Gordon K. Youn_............... 


Were: AGANIS. .cicccicccccisveqssceexs 
Doris J. Armstrong............ 
Bessie Bakev......................-+- 
Frances Bordovsky........... 
Lulu Toner Brockie............ 


Laura Kellogg, A operator to A&L operator, 
Lincoln. 

Morean Kleman, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Beatrice. 

Marilyn McIntosh, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Lincoln. 

Emily Novak, A operator to A&L operator, 
Wahoo. 

Maxine Pinter, A operator to A&L operator, 
Lincoln. . 

Norma J. Roberts, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Wymore. 

Helen M. Sexton, NL operator to NA&L 
operator, Lincoln. 

Eloise M. Vrteska, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Wymore. 

Mary Wilkins, NA€&L operator to A&L op- 
erator, Nebraska City. 

Josephine Waples, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 


PIVOT ore ccecececauceittenares Lincoln............ November 29 
Groundman................. Wymore.........December 27 
Groundman................. Lincoln............ November 30 
Groundman................. Lincoln............ December 6 
Groundman.......... vc RPASTINIES 05s, December 8 
Combinationman......Hastings.......... December 8 
Traffic 
A Operator......00.......... Hastings.......... November Kb 
A Operator.........00000.... Lincoln............ December 7 
Ly QPCLATOT : os cciccicccntss Lincoln............ December 1 
A Operator........00........ Wahoo............. December 13 
A Operator......0000000.... Wymore.......... December 27 
A Operator.......0.......... Hastings.......December 6 
A&L Operator........... Ol Snes November 29 
A&L Operator........... Exeter.....00....... December 28 
A Operator........000...... Hastings.......... November 26 
A Operator... Hastings......... November 22 
A&L Operator........... Wahoo............. December 10 
L Operator.......0000....... Lincoln............ December 1 
A Operator........0000...... Wahoo........ December 27 
A Operator................. 0) eee December 20 
A Operator......00.......... Lincoln............ December 6 
A Operator......000000...... Hastings.........December 13 
A Operator... Beatrice.......... December 14 
A&L Operator........... Y OPN siesk ected November 29 
A Operator.......... ......Hastings........ December 13 
A&L Operator........... dc) een December 6 
A Operator........00........ Geneva......... December 1 
A&L Operator........... Hastings........December 4 
A Operator.....0.00......... Hastings......... December 6 
L Operator........... —Lincoln..........December 2 
A Operator... VOPR ccna December 6 
A Operator York December 138 
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Service Birthdays 
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Forty-Three Years 
H. B. Gore, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Seven Years 


Anna Aden, Wilber; Commodore N. 
Beaver (Director), York. 


Thirty-Four Years 
H. H. Wheeler, Jr., Lincoln. 
Thirty-Three Years 


Clyde A. Burge, Beatrice: Charlotta West- 
ley, Shelby. 


T. C. Cone, Seward; Agnes Gustafson, Osce- 
ola; Goldie Thompson, Tecumseh. 


Twenty-Five Years 
Edith A. Schleiger, Sutton; P. R. Winscot, 


Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 
Alethea M. Davison, W. A. Rosenthal, 


Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 


J. H. Agee (Director), A. R. Fritz, A. B. 
Waters, Lincoln. 


Thirty-One Years 

D. C. Travis, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Eight Years 

L. E. Hurtz (Director), Omaha. 

| Twenty-Six Years 

G. E. Codington (Director), 


Twenty-Iwo Years 


George D. Brock, Wilber; L. C. Hutchi- 
son, Hattie Staley, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years 


Lillian Baker, Lincoln; Ardena Pearson, 


Auburn: 
John Spady, Hastings. 
Twenty Years 


M. W. Franklin, F. W. Morris, Kathryn 
Portsche, R. T. Ross, Lincoln; E. J. Schem- 


merhorn, Fairbury. 
Nineteen Years 
J. S. Reed, Jr., Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 
J. E. Ellis, B. I. Noble, Jacob Schneider, 


Lincoln. 
Fifteen Years 


Mary Bornemeier, Tecumseh. 

Edith A. Schleiger P. R. Winscot 
Sutton Lincoln 
25 Years 25 Years 


Fourteen Years 
L. M. Miller, Wilber. 
Eleven Years 
Grace Hewit, Dunbar. 
Nine Years 


Mildred Brobst, Benedict; Irene Combs, 
Lincoln; Mandane Reid, Fairbury. 


Seven Years 
Eugene W. Burchess, Hastings. 
Six Years 


Oakel A. Butler, Auburn; L. E. Lyons, 


Francis E. Smith, Lincoln. 
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Five Years 

M. W. Franklin 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


F. W. Morris 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Pauline Hafemeister, Seward; Linda Kraus, 
Anne Rau, Lincoln; Esther Whitacre, Polk. 


i 


Kathryn Portsche R. T. Ross E. J. Schemmerhorn Mary Bornemeier 
Lincoln Lincoln Fairbury Tecumseh 
20 Years 20 Years 20 Years 15 Years 


Meet A Director 


Henry C. Woods 


AST month we started a series of 
sketches in which we propose to in- 
troduce the members of the Company's 
Board of Directors. This month it is 
our pleasure to present Mr. Henry C. 
Woods who was elected to the Board on 


February 1, 1944. 

Mr. Woods is Vice-President and 
Chairman of the Board of the Sahara 
Coal Company of Chicago where his 
principal activities are devoted to pub- 
licity, advertising and sales. World 
War I delayed his graduation from 
Yale University. He drove an ambu- 
lance for the French Army until this 
country entered the War when he 
joined the American Army and served 
with distinction in France as an artil- 
lery officer. He entered the coal indus- 
try in 1920, received his “boot training” 
in the Harrisburg mines and then went 
to the Chicago office where he was a 
salesman and later was made Assistant 
Sales Manager. In 1930 he was elected 
Vice-President and Director and in 1940 
was named Chairman of the Board. 
He holds directorships in many prom- 
inent organizations, including six tele- 
phone companies, and has been espe- 
cially active in traffic work, principally 
4s a Director of the Illinois Coal Traffic 
Bureau. 

Mr. and Mrs. Woods make their 
home in Chicago and have one son 
who teaches English literature. 
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Eastern District 
Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 
David City Area 


Vivian Dee, Correspondent 
Merna Stewart put a climax to vacations 
for the year by spending her two weeks with 
home folks at Friend and made an occasion- 
al trip to Lincoln so we hear. . . . The big 
event of the year finally arrived and it was 


_accompanied by sleet and fog, none other 


than the Christmas Party. It was held at 
the Rose Room of the Perkins Hotel. We 
had a bountiful dinner with everyone stuff- 
ing themselves on baked chicken, and all 
the trimmings. Good old “Saint Nick” 
(and a little spray of mistletoe???) came to 
gladden each girl’s heart with a gift. Our 
chief operator, Miss Swan, was given a pair 
of table lamps for her dressing table. After 
the dinner, most of the girls got together 
at the Schweser Party House where, until 
the wee small hours of the morning, they 
entertained themselves at dancing, singing 
and playing cards. ... A Christmas tree 
fills one corner of our rest room, while little 
reminders are placed practically in every 
room in the building. 
Nebraska City Area 

Betty Balfour and Iona Pieper, Correspondents 

We had our Christmas party December 20. 
Nearly all of the “plug-pushers” attended 
and everyone had a grand time. Elaine 
Gruber furnished the music by bringing her 
record player. Jeannie Vest and Willa 
Gump were the entertainment committee 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Maude Sherman, mother of Ray 
Sherman of the Supply Department, passed 
away December 6. Funeral services were 
held at Lincoln on December 9. 


Henry Schluckebier, father of Vera 
Schulckebier, operator at Seward, died in 
Lincoln on December 7. Funeral services 
were held in Seward on December 10. 


Vladmir Hanus, son of Louis Hanus of the 
David City Plant Department, died suddenly 
December 16. Funeral services were held 
in David City on December 18. 


with “Snooks” Steckley and Margaret Wat- 
kins serving the refreshments, and were they 
good! We spent the evening playing games 
and exchanging gifts. The girls honored 
Miss Bader with a beautiful musical powder 
box. ‘The prize entertainment was the joke 
played on Violet Peterson. For several days 
all we have heard is “All I want for Christ- 
mas is my two front teeth.” So Violet re- 
ceived her two front teeth! In fact, four 
sets and a beuatiful record by Spike Jones. 

Speaking of Christmas, many of our 
gang did out of town shopping. Jeannie for 
instance, even got to see Santa Claus... . 
Congratulations are in order for Phyllis 
Gress. Such a beautiful diamond... . 
Elaine Gruber received her Christmas pres- 
ent from Hawaii. A beautiful watch. Then 
she placed an overseas call to let him know 
she received it. ‘The luckiest people. ... 
Max Jenkins of the Plant Department is on 
his vacation. We’ll get details when he re- 
turns. . . . Barbara Holmberg has just re- 
turned from her vacation. She spent sev- 
eral days with her sister Marilyn Carper 
in Iowa. . . . During the Educational Week, 
a group of school students and their teacher, 
Miss Kennedy, visited our office. Miss 
Bader, chief operator, and Ralph Connors, 
wire chief, were invited to the luncheon held 
at the Nebraska City High School.... 
Everyone at the Syracuse office is bubbling 
over with the holiday spirit, what with put- 
ting up the Christmas tree and Santa Claus 
arriving in town. ... Charles Kermoade 
is recovering from a recent operation. We 


George Salisbury, father of C. A. Salis- 
bury, combinationman at Sutton, died at his 
home at Bancroft December 17. Funeral 


services were held at Bancroft on Decem- 
ber 21. 


G. B. Darnold, an employee in the Lincoln 
Service Department and Shop from 1926 to 
1941, died at his home in San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, on December 25. He was the father 
of Francis P. Darnold of the Lincoln switch- 
room. Funeral services were held in Lincoln 
on December 31. 

L. L. Nave, father of Floyd Nave, combina- 
tionman at Fairbury, passed away October 29. 
We regret sincerely that through an error of 
information we reported in the December 
issue the passing of Mrs. L. L. Nave. 
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hope he will soon be just as good as new. 
. . . Bertha Royal had to be up bright and 
early the morning of November 23. She 
went to David City to attend her brother’s 
wedding. 
Plattsmouth Area 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


The annual Christmas party was held at 
the office on December 20. The evening’s 
entertainment was Bingo and old “Santa” 
made his appearance and gave out several 
nice prizes. Lovely refreshments of baked 
ham and all the trimmings were served, 
and a good time was enjoyed by all. . 
Mr. and Mrs. Newens spent Christmas in 
Lincoln. .. . Mr. and Mrs. Bob Humiston 
and family went to Kansas for Christmas 
and Mr. and Mrs. Joe Abrams spent Christ- 
mas at Woodbine, Iowa. 


Seward Area 
Helen Greiner, Correspondent 


All the employees held their annual 
Christmas party on December 16. After 
a dinner of baked ham and all the trim- 
mings, the group enjoyed an evening of 
pinochle. A gala time was had by all and 
at the close of the evening, a gift exchange 
was held. ... Laura Douty of the Com- 
mercial Department, is spending Christmas 
with her sister and family at Colorado 
Springs. . . . Thad Cone enjoyed his Christ- 
mas at Auburn with his folks. . . . Bertha 
Sommers, Utica, visited Riverdale, South 
Dakota, recently and came back with a 
diamond. Congratulations, Bertha, and lots 
of luck. 

Wahoo Area 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 

The employees of the Commercial, Plant 
and Traffic Departments, Ashland, enjoyed 
a 6:30 turkey dinner at the Silver Cafe. 
Mr. and Mrs. Coleman, proprietors of the 
cafe, served the employees ice cream and 
cake in appreciation of their service during 
the past year. After the dinner, the “gang” 
were guests of Mr. and Mrs. Potter at the 
American Legion Hall for their Christmas 
party. An exchange of gifts was held and 
a “hilarious” time was had by all. . 
Hazel Hagenbuck is one of the few fortu- 
nate ones to enjoy a winter vacation. She 
is now in San Gabriel, California, but no 
word has been received so we conclude she 
is just too busy to write. ... In our last 
news we stated that the Dorland family 


was headed south on their vacation. They 
finally landed at St. Petersburg, Florida. 
Mr. Dorland stated everything was fine 
until stopped by the State Police there and 
a Judge greeted him with “thirty-five dol- 
lars, please’ for traffic violation. Conse- 
quently, Mr. Dorland will long remember 
the Florida trip. ... Recipients of the 
usual Christmas time “sparklers” were Jo- 
ann Pospisil, Emily Novak and Leona Yar- 
man of the Traffic Department. Congratu- 
lations, girls! . . . We had to call in extra 
help during the holiday rush, so Joyce 
Hladik, Hazel Fraley Gross and Ione Han- 
sen Mays answered the call. It was nice 
having you back, girls. ... Our annual 
Christmas party at Wahoo was held De- 
cember 15 at the Gibson tea room. Places 
were set for twenty-five and a lovely roast 
chicken dinner enjoyed. Games and ex- 
changing gifts followed. The tables were 
set with Christmas favors and a lovely tree 
helped make the evening an enjoyable one. 
Guests were Ione Mays, Hazel Gross and 
Miss Markuson. ... The Wahoo Traffic 
force were well remembered by subscribers 
during Christmas week. They received 
thirty-four pounds of candy, one box of 
apples and five pounds of salted nuts. 


Accounting and Engineering 


Departments 
Mary Boshart, Associate Editor 


Spending Christmas with the “folks at 
home” were Adeline Carlson (Holdrege), 
Phyllis Sailors (Palisade), Ann Keegan 
(Tecumseh), Alta Wagner (Johnson) and 
Lorraine Hansen (Cordova). Laura Sires 
spent the Christmas week end at Des 
Moines. Shirley Bauer traveled to Clyde, 
Kansas. ... Johnnie Backstrom, Francis 
Clinton and Helen Pickard spent the bal- 
ance of their vacations at home. Helen 
Goit visited in Washington state. . . Mem- 
bers of this department that participated in 
the activities of the Carolers were Ruby 
Hahn, Gerry Wart, Arlene Yost, Jean Walk- 
er, Martha Dietrich, Harold Brady and Dick 
Hansen. ... Dick Hansen reported that 
new records in outgoing mail were estab- 
lished during Christmas week. ... We're 
going to miss M. W. Franklin when he 
leaves the services of the Company on the 
15th of January to take up duties as statis- 
tician for the U. S. Independent Telephone 
Association in Washington, D. C. ... Mr. 
Jahn and his family are now settled in their 
new home, but the intricate buzzer system 
and the three door bells have them very 
confused. One night during dinner a bell 
started to ring and a member of the family 
scurried off to answer the door. First one 
door was answered, then another and an- 
other, but still the bell persisted in ringing 
and no one knew from where. As Mr. Jahn 
moved away from the table to investigate 
the source of the continuous ringing, the 
noise ceased and the family suddenly 
realized that Mr. Jahn had had his foot on 
the hostess bell beneath the table. . . . The 
high light of the month was the arrival of 


the “Filmo” microfilm machine. This ma- 
chine will be used in photographing perma- 
nent records filed in company vaults, thus 
relieving the congested situation that now 
exists in the vaults. . . . Eunice Bailey cre- 
ated quite a scene in the billing room the 
other day. She returned from her lunch 
hour very much enthused about the pur- 
chase of a new dress. Upon taking the dress 
out of the box to show the other girls, some- 
one called her attention to the size tag 
which read “44”—and all the time Eunice 
thought she had a size 14 dress. Now we’re 
wondering what will be done with the extra 
material after the dress is cut down? 


Commercial Department 


Lincoln Business Office 
Betty Henson, Associate Editor 


Happy New Year, friends, and may you 
keep your vowed resolutions!... The 
Christmas rush caught us all in a whirl, 
leaving many little news bits to pass on. 
December 24th at 7:00 a.m. the local com- 
mercial department enjoyed a most delight- 
ful breakfast in the directory room. With 
food galore and mistletoe scattered abun- 
dantly throughout the decorated room plus 
Santa stopping in long enough to leave a 
gift for everyone all helped to make the 
affair most successful. Our thanks to the 
committee, Audrey Althouse, Alice Fender, 
Jean Sawyer, Jean Schulz, and Marguerite 
Kehling for their trouble and WOT: 2 «.\s 
Many folks were able to journey home for 
the Christmas holiday with Ima Jean Wear 
and Ann Swisher traveling outstate to 
Illinois and Kansas, respectively. . . . It has 
been some time since Dan Cupid shot his 
arrow in our office. However, Audrey Alt- 
house was a lucky victim and returned to 
work after Christmas with a sparkler on the 
third finger left hand. Best wishes to you, 
Audrey. . . . Our congratulations and best 
wishes also go out to A. B. Waters this 
month as he takes on his new position in 
the General Commercial office... . Mar- 
guerite Kehling suffered a minor battle 
wound this month when she cracked both 
the ice and her chin open while ice skating. 
After a few stitches were added to her chin 
she was well on the road to recovery. ... 
Farewells were in store for Evelyn Hamil- 
ton and Darlene Bender who resigned this 
month to become housewives. 


General Office 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


Two members of our Department chose 
the Christmas Holidays as their vacation 
time. Mr. Hale spent the week between 
Christmas and New Years getting ready to 
move into their new home. . . . Willie Ruth 
Hamilton and her husband drove to Texas 
to spend the holidays with Willie’s parents. 
We hope our December blizzards don’t make 
her decide to stay in sunny Texas. .. . The 
girls in our Department enjoyed a Christ- 
mas party at the Colonial Cup Party House 
on December 16. A delicious chicken din- 
ner preceded a gift exchange. ... Our 
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White Christmas didn’t keep Bernice Iwohn 
and Nora Johnson from spending Christmas 
with their folks in Clatonia and Polk, re- 
spectively. 


Construction Department 


Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


With the close of 1948 we find a number 
of our employees vacationing. Don’t know 
but what that might be a pretty good way 
to wind up the old year. Among them were 
Tom Goldenstein, “Brick” Smith, Ray Bol- 
ing, Francis Nichelson, Charles Minich, 
James Selko, Floyd Rowlinson and Rarryl 
Hunt. Charlie Riedel spent his vacation 
in the vicinity of Little Rock, Arkansas. 
Mr. Dobbs vacationed at home and by the 
way he received quite a surprise Christmas 
present—his daughter, Eloise, from Seattle 
came home for Christmas. Virginia Kin- 
seth and husband, Ray, journeyed to Iowa 
for the holidays. Bet they won’t get off 
the train again when it stops in the station 
for a ten minute break. Chasing a moving 
train down the track for a couple of blocks 
is not as funny as it sounds. With thoughts 
of Santa Claus and New Year’s resolutions 
still rattling around in our head it’s hard 
to think of news—better luck next time 


and a Happy New Year. 


General Offices—2nd Floor 
Barbara Churchill, Associate Editor 


Now that the holiday season is over, all 
of us are back working harder... . Taking 
her vacation the last part of December was 
Dorothy Lefler. Some of her vacation was 
spent getting settled in their new apartment. 

_ Over the holiday season, Leona Leh- 
man traveled to her home town. . . . Seems 
as though Leona has been having trouble 
with her apartment door. One day on her 
lunch hour, the door fell off. Must have 
had too much pull on it, or something, hmm, 
Leona?!!... Mr. and Mrs. Agee traveled 
to California for the month of January... . 
George Keith seems to be helping out all 
over as usual and Caldwell and Barney at 
Adams and Sterling working on toll trunks, 
Guthrie at Tecumseh installing sixty line 
addition and Darnold and Robison, all over 
the territory, so George says. ... Believe 
George is almost moved into his newly built 
home and we hear it’s a beauty. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Holiday vacations were enjoyed by sever- 
al members of our Department. Mr. and 
Mrs. Ralph Culver and son visited at the 
home of Mrs. Culver’s parents in Madison, 
South Dakota.... Mr. and Mrs. Roy 
Cleveland vacationed in California, visiting 
relatives in Oakland and Los Angeles. They 
returned to Lincoln by way of Phoenix, 
Arizona, and had a very nice trip. Other 
vacationers this month were Dorothy Miller, 
Ray Clinton, William Hassler, Helen Gill, 
Art Smith and G. W. Griffith. . . . We are 
happy to report that our sick list has just 
about been eliminated. Mr. C. H. Palm- 


quist is working full time again and feeling 
fairly good, and Mr. Tefft is working part 
time and also is improving. The men 
of the switchroom have really been creating 
a “bee hive” of activity these last few weeks, 
with about three hundred new lines being 
installed and made ready for use. 


Supply Department 
Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


December vacations were enjoyed by sev- 
eral Supply Department people. Don Ayde- 
lott visited his mother in Los Angeles. Ray 
Sherman and his family drove to California 
to spend their vacation, and will be gone 
the first three weeks of the New Year, also. 
F. M. Strasser donned all the wool clothes 
he owns and took off for a holiday vacation 
with his son in Duluth, Minnesota. Kent 
Eno put off the third week of his vacation 
so long he was finally forced to take it the 
last week of the year. A nice opportunity 
to rest up after the Christmas rush, we'd 
say. Rolland Winders has decided that sort- 
ing Christmas mail is a very monotonous 
task, after spending most of his vacation 
working as an extra postal clerk at the Lin- 
coln postoffice. ... We are indeed sorry 
to report the illness of two of our folk. R. J. 
Donaldson is progressing satisfactorily after 
undergoing spinal surgery. We hope it 
won’t be long until he is able to return to 
work. Bert Huddleston was back in the 
hospital during December, for surgery. We 
all hope that he has a speedy recovery... . 
We were very happy to see Mr. Ralph 
“Muggs” Stebbings, former employee of this 
department who dropped in during a Christ- 
mas visit to Lincoln. He is now located at 
Birmingham, Alabama, where he is sales 
engineer for the Flint Refrigeration Com- 
pany. 


Traffic Department 


Lincoln Operating Dept. 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


The glorious feast of Christmas is left be- 
hind us as we write. The busy days (and 
they were never busier) necessitated every 
one being on hand early and late. How- 
ever, happiness prevailed and there were 
many joys. The Christmas party given us 
by the Company was a grand success and 
much enjoyed by all. The huge stack of 
presents heaped around our Christmas tree 
in the lounge was presided over by Santa 
Claus, nee Harold Brady, whose geniality 
beamed on us all as we received our gifts. 
The excellent program gave evidence of tal- 
ent in our midst heretofore unappreciated. 
A trio composed of Jim Tice, Jay McDowell 
and Bryon McClaird gave a humorous rendi- 
tion of several songs. Catherine Cooley, in 
costume, virtually “brought down the house” 
as she sang and impersonated “All I Want 
for Christmas Is My Two Front Teeth.” 
Our faithful friends of the quartet, Ott 
Gorman, George Walroth, Roy Mills and 
Chauncey Eggerss delighted us with Christ- 
mas carols and humorous selections. ‘The 


Pictures taken at two of the Pioneer Christ- 
mas visits to pensioned employees shows 
President O. L. Sturtevant visiting with 
Henry Ames, formerly of the Accounting 
Department, at right, and Charlie Albers with 
his famous tractor. Charlie, a former com- 
binationman, left his guests breathless after a 
rapid fire inspection tour of his farm near 
College View. 


delightful lunch served by the able com- 
mittee on eats gave evidence of their great 
efficiency and our appetites. ... We now 
have music while we work as Muzak has 
recently been installed in the traffic de- 
partment. . . . Bonnie Albrandt, one of our 
newlyweds, says she can testify to plenty 
of “ups and downs!” One morning as she 
hurried to do numerous chores before com- 
ing to work and getting breakfast she spilled 
an entire quart of tomato juice over her 
kitchen. It was just the “last straw” and 
she worked her fingers to the bone to get 
to work on time. . . . Bonnie Roberts gives 
evidence of talent in shoe cobbling. One 
night as she worked on the floor, supervis- 
ing, she lost a heel from her shoe. We were 
puzzled to observe her whirling around in 
circles but found she had fastened the heel 
back on her shoe. . . . The queries we re- 
ceived over the holidays were many and 
varied, but this one stands out: A little 
boy’s voice asked, “Is this information? 
Well, can you tell me whether a sled runs 
faster downhill with the runners on or off? 
Me and my sister are havin’ an argument.” 

Several folks from traffic have just 
come back from their vacations. . . . Caro- 
lyn Becker, Jean Roberts, Helen Draughon, 
Eleanor Jensen, and Eloise Baldwin... . 
Dorothy Nelson visited at her home and re- 
ports a good time, and having attracted 
much attention from the population of 
Weeping Water as her dad drove her 
through the streets to the railroad station. 
The thunderous knocking of the car was 
ocasioned by some failure in its mechanism. 

Diamonds are sparkling in Traffic! 
Among those recently receiving them are 
Mary Thelen, Mary Stava, Evelyn Vinken- 
berg and Grace Marrow. Congratulations 
.. . One night Ina Ozenbaugh, having com- 
pleted her work at 10 p.m., decided that 
by great haste, she could catch the 10 o’clock 
bus home. As she hastened out she threw 
the keys to her locker to her sister who was 
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also using it, and ran along to the locker. 
only to realize she couldn’t open it. She 
ran pell mell back to the operating room 
for the keys, threw her wraps and snow 
boots on and tore down the stairs in nothing 
flat and beheld the bus moving out, but 
the kindly bus driver waited for her. 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 
By Betty Hansen 


First of all, the Cafeteria folks want to 
take this means of thanking their friends 
who thoughtfully remembered them with 
Christmas cards and especially the local 
commercial office for the nice box of candy. 
. . . several cards were received from Mrs. 
Mary Turner, a former Cafeteria employee, 
at Christmas time. Mrs. Turner is living 
in Seattle with her daughter, Berna, a form- 
er Traffic employee, and reports that Berna 
has a new daughter who was three months 
old at Christmas. . . . Late vacationers in- 
cluded Donna Olson who visited in Omaha 
and Elsie Anderson and Roy Carlson who 
took things easy at home. Gertrude King 
reports a wonderful vacation spent in Cali- 
fornia. . . . Mrs. Susie Norris has been ill 
at home since Christmas and we are happy 
to report that she is better now. 


Southern District 


Wilma Stolzenburg, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Florence Fruehling and Emma Lee King, 


Correspondents 

The operators held their Christmas party 
Friday night, December 17, at the Tele- 
phone office. The committee consisting of 
Edna Clark, Dorothy Biggerstaff, Monica 
Lempka, Louise Bennett and Jo Ann Norvel 
planned an entertaining evening of Bingo, 
after which there was a gift exchange and 
what a good lunch these gals served us! . . - 
Our night operator, Gladys Neugebauer, has 
just returned from her vacation. . .. De- 
lores Lang went to Omaha on December 7th 
with her boy friend and came back with a 
beautiful sparkler. Congratulations, Delores. 
.. . Effie Harbour, janitress, has made nu- 
merous trips to Lincoln to see her husband 
who is a patient at the Lincoln General Hos- 
pital. . . . Happy day, Norma Lee Arnold 
doesn’t have to wear her brace now. Norma, 


‘(THE RIGHT ROAD TO 
SECURITY'S THROUGH... 
PAYROLL SAVINGS!” 


Buy U.S.Savings Bonds 
- REGULARLY 


you remember, was a polio victim. . 

Frances Duryea, Chief Operator at Dawson, 
attended the Military Ball in Lincoln on 
December 6th. One of her sons is in the 
ROTC, and the other one plays in the Band. 


Beatrice Area 
Marcella O’Brien, Correspondent 

A covered dish supper was held at the 
Beatrice office on December 16th. Thanks 
to the committee for the wonderful food. 
This always makes a party a huge success. 
After a sociable evening, gifts were ex- 
changed. ... The traffic gals sporting 
sparkling diamonds are Barbara Hoyle, 
Clara Corter, Shirley Higgens and Wilma 
Crowder. Congratulations, girls. ... Mil- 
dred Schmidt, clerk, vacationed in Atwood, 
Kansas, visiting her parents, Rev. and Mrs. 
John Schmidt. . Christine Mason and 
husband went home for Christmas—home 
is Omaha for Chris. . . . Norma J. Whit- 
taker is displaying a pretty diamond and 
on February 26th she will add the plain gold 
band. Congratulations, Norm. 


Fairbury Area 
Marion Beasley, Correspondent 


The operators and commercial girls held 
their annual Christmas party in the oper- 
ator’s lounge on December 14. Games were 
played and gifts exchanged. A salad was 
served at the close of the evening by the 
party committee consisting of Annabelle 
Stocker, Velda Schipper, Virginia Robin- 
son, Jeanne Lytton, Ariene Cline. ... Lil- 
lian McGinty and Norma Hock, traffic, are 
sporting new diamonds. Norma has set 
the date for February 22nd, and we haven’t 
heard about Lillian’s plans. . . . Christmas 
week-end travelers were Wauneta Child who 
spent the holiday in David City, Eileen 
Aubert went to Cordova, and Matilda Al- 
pers headed Clatonia way. . . . Betty Shep- 
herd is vacationing at home. . . . Colds and 
flu have taken their toli this month when 
we missed Irene Smalldon, Leila Turner, 
and Marjarie Grissom from the traffic de- 
partment and Mandane Reid from the 
commercial department. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 

A few events of the past month have 
come quite close to being front-page news. 
For example: Bill Eckles was the proud 
driver of a new Hudson—until he got home 
to Nelson. Wanda Remmers, Tecumseh 
Assistant Chief Operator, narrowly missed 
being hospitalized for minor injuries, when 
she fell from a chair in the traffic room. 
She also got the flu, but in spite of it all, 
she’s feeling fine now. ... Edna Ragon 
was very firm about refusing to show her 
latest photograph, but after expecting some 
sort of horror picture (according to Edna), 
it turned out to be very glamorous. ... 
There’s a new member in the Ryan family 
now, and Mr. Ryan is so PROUD. Forgot 
to mention that fact that it’s a cute little 
Dachshund puppy. Wonder of the package 
of baby things that came in the mail were 
intended for it. . . . The girls in the Traffic 
and Commercial Departments enjoyed a de- 
licious Christmas dinner, the evening of 
December 13. Goldie Thompson opened 
her house to us for the evening. The tables 
were decorated with evergreen branches and 
candelabra. Pictures were taken of the 
gala affair and the evening was spent gos- 
siping and wearing down the needle on Bill 
Eckles record player. 

Wilber Area 

The Friend employees and their families 
enjoyed their annual Christmas Party on 
December 13. A delicious lunch was served 
and gifts were exchanged. . . . Morean All- 
dritt, operator from Hastings, was a recent 
visitor at the Friend office. ... The Wil- 
ber Commercial and ‘Traffic employees 
motored to Crete December 20 to enjoy a 
Christmas dinner at the Crete Hotel. The 
dinner was followed by a theatre party. 
Everyone reported a wonderful time. 


Western District 


Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 
Geneva-Hebron Area 
Velma Garland and Evelyn Dutcher, 
Correspondents 


Phyllis Most, Geneva Traffic Depart- 
ment, has returned to work after several 
months illness. ... Charles Crew, area 
manager, spent the remaining two weeks 
of his vacation in Texas. We hope you had 
a nice time, Charley. ... We wish to ex- 
tend our “well wishing” to Mrs. Patrick, 
chief operator at Fairmont. Mrs. Patrick 
is in the hospital at Lincoln. Hope you 
are feeling much better with the issuance 
of this news, Ethel. . . . Albert Andres of 
the Hebron Plant Department spent his ten 
day vacation this past month around Rus- 
kin and Fairbury visiting relatives. ... 
Frances Stradley of the Hebron ‘Traffic 
Department spent her vacation in Omaha 
and Albion. 

Hastings Area 
Betty Hudson, Correspondent 

Among other events of the past month, 
the spotlight falls on the company’s Christ- 
mas party held December 15 in the Knights 
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of Pythias’ clubroom. ‘The committee for 
the party was composed of Viola Thomas, 
Neva Schnase, Shirley Adams, Lyla Kline, 
Peggy Bexten, Donna Budler, Betty Hudson 
and Chairman Irene Jurgensmeier. Enter- 
tainment for the evening featured group 
Christmas carol singing, films illustrating 
the construction of the telephone and broad- 
casting of the Bell Telephone Hour, which 
were shown by Ralph Wait, district clerk, 
and a program consisting of musical selec- 
tions and a reading, which was presented 
by girls of the Hastings Traffic Depart- 
ment. The surprise of the evening came 
when Santa appeared to distribute gifts, or 
should we say two Santas? It was enough 
to make anyone stop believing in the little 
old man with the white whiskers and red 
suit. Besides, who ever heard of. Santa 
Claus asking a girl her telephone number? 
Would you know about that, Pat Jurgens- 
meier? After the girls received their gifts 
from Santa, the refreshments were served 
and everyone went home very weary but 
certainly not hungry. Our special thanks 
to Jim Dudgeon of the Commercial De- 
partment and Warren Brenneman of Brach’s 
Store for portraying Santa Claus and 
“Grand Island Santa Claus.” . . . The hos- 
pital is going to reserve a special floor for 
telephone operators if the present situation 
continues. Minnie Schlitt recently under- 
went a major operation and is now at home 
recuperating. Shortly after, Patsy Mock 
was also admitted to the hospital for an 
appendectomy. We are glad to hear that 
you are both progressing rapidly and we 
are all anxious to see you girls back with 
us, so hurry and get well. ... We also 
wish to welcome back Rosetta Habben, who 
just returned following an extended illness. 
Hope you are feeling much better now, 
Rose. . . . And now in Cupid’s Corner we 
find our two lucky fiancees of the month, 
Pat Jurgensmier and Roma Shannon, Con- 
gratulations! It seems that your “man- 
hunting” days are over! ... Our new toll 
students this time are Neva Schnase and, 
yes, Roma Shannon’s name appears again. 
My goodness, girl, you’re quite a celebrity 
this month. Olive Hess is their very 
capable instructor. . . . How bright can a 
toll sutdent be? Just ask Viola Thomas, 
our little Southern belle, who admits having 
given a full account including her name 
to the first inward and through oper- 
ator who ever asker her, “Who are you, 
operator?” . . . Among the late vacationers 
are Eva Belle Ross and Joanne Redinger 
who are now enjoying Eva Belle’s vacation 
in sunny California. We suppose we will 
all turn green with envy when we hear 
them recount their experiences of the past 
few weeks, but seriously, we hope you girls 
had a good time. . . . Darlene Aulner spent 
her vacation in Texas visiting relatives and 
taking in a view of the sagebrush. . 

Betsy ‘Texas’ McCollum spent her vacation 
in her native state. However, as much as 
she loves “the wide open spaces,” we have 
it on good authority that she believes that 
Nebraska has its good points too! . . . Mrs. 


Rice visited Wyoming, Colorado, and Utah, 
during her recent vacation... . Cecile 
Simons spent her vacation at home and 
Flossie Grosshans went home to Deshler for 
her vacation....A number of comic 
Christmas cards reached the Plant Depart- 
ment this month, and we wonder if the 
English dialect on most of them would sug- 
gest one particular Englishman to any of 
you. Does it to you, George Fleck? ... 
Nadine Johnson and Jim Dudgeon are now 
enjoying their vacations, if it is possible to 
thoroughly enjoy a December vacation. 
Maybe they can give us some good points 
on it later. 
Superior Area 
Maxine Chambers, Correspondent 

LuEtta Hobelman, commercial clerk, is 
flashing a pretty new diamond. Wonder if 
that is responsible for her wearing her 
blouse to work wrong-side out? She didn’t 
even know it until she went home for lunch 
and her little niece told her. . . . The 
Superior Traffic Department had their 
Christmas party the evening of December 
16. We played games and had lunch con- 
sisting of brick ice cream, coffee and 
cookies, then presents were exchanged. 
Everyone reports. a wonderful time... . 
Joyce Davidson is taking her toll training. 


Sutton Area 
Jeannine Monson, Correspondent 

Anna Larson, Harvard chief operator, 
was very pleasantly surprised on her birth- 
day, December 2, when she received an 
emergency call to come to the Tip Top 
Cafe where she found twenty-five business 
women and other friends faithfully gath- 
ered to wish her a Happy Birthday. Cake 
and coffee were served and she was presented 
with a gift. ‘The operators also gave her a 
Rebekah pin with a gavel guard... . The 
Harvard operators enjoyed their annual 
Christmas party December 13. Bingo was 
played with many “useful” and amusing 
prizes for the winners. Lunch was served 
by candle light from a table covered with 
a hand blocked table cover and favors were 
individual candles in plastic holders. Gifts 
were then exchanged. Emmaline Brenne- 
man, a former Harvard operator, who has 
been transferred to Hastings in the Traffic 
Department, was also present to extend her 
good wishes to Miss Larson. . The Sut- 
ton Plant and Commercial Departments en- 
joyed a delicious chicken dinner given by 
Fred Adkins, on December 16. The re- 
mainder of the evening was spent playing 
cards. ... Maybe we shouldn’t say this, 
but Fred Adkins is having the time of his 
life singing something Lohengren wrote to 
Jeannine Smith, cashier. Jeannie has been 
married since October but has kept it a 
secret all this time and since Fred found 
it out he hasn’t given her a moment’s peace. 

York-Osceola Area 


Betty Beebe, Axie Bouslough, and Helen Garner, 
Correspondents 


December is always a busy month in our 
Area. December 16 was the date of a fes- 
tive dinner party for all departments and 
the employees’ wives and husbands were 


invited. It was held at the Hillside Coun- 
try Club at York. Thirty people enjoyed 
a marvelous turkey dinner, after which we 
played cards. Some attended the school 
Christmas program. . . . December 20, the 
Traffic Department held their annual 
Christmas party. We exchanged presents 
by drawing names. Several parlor games 
were played among which was Bingo. We 
gave candy bars for prizes and Genevieve 
Graff really won her share! Enough for 
her whole family. The food committee pre- 
pared a very hearty lunch for us. Mrs. 
Klemsz, one of our operator’s mother, pro- 
vided us with delicious chicken sandwiches. 
Thanks, from all of us, Mrs. Klemsz.... 
Darlene Kelmsz and Ardis Burhoop spent 
their two weeks vacation in Denver. They 
really had a wonderful time. They brought 
some beautiful jewelry back with them. I 
guess there’s “gold in them thar hills”... 


Carmen Sullivan is spending her vacation 
at home, sleeping. She tells us she is really 
enjoying it. ... While Mrs. Pflughaupt, 
our York C.O., was doing her Christmas 
shopping, the opportunity arose for her to 
buy a gift for a friend of her daughter, 
which she promptly dropped on the Post 
Office floor and broke. The Post Office 
still reeks of cologne. . . . We are glad to 
have Mary Ward back with us again at 
Osceola, after spending several days in the 
hospital recovering from an appendectomy. 
. Elvera Carman is flashing a sparkler 
this month. It is a very nice ring, Elvera. 
Congratulations. . . . Corine Carlson is en- 
joying her two weeks vacation at home. 
The Stromsburg Traffic Department 
enjoyed a turkey dinner on November 23, 
served by the Victory Hotel. The girls re- 
port the dinner was delicious, and all had 
a very nice time. 


ee 


The Traffic and Commercial Depart- 
ments at Tecumseh held their Christmas 
party this year at the home of Goldie 
Thompson and everyone reports a won- 
derful time. The operators took turns 
at the switchboard so that everyone 
could be on hand for the occasion, In 
the picture in upper left are Mrs. White- 
head (Goldie Thompson's mother), 
Bonnie Ruhl, Loes Mahoney and Jean 
Kerner. Upper right, Effie Smith, 


Henri Goracke, Virginia Lempka, Alice 
Johnson, Wanda Remmers and Clara 
Costello. Lower left, two nice packages 
under anyone’s Christmas tree, Jerry 
Murphy and Mary Kalin of Commer- 
cial. Lower right, seated, Mary Kalin, 
Jerry Murphy, Chief Operator Mary 
Bornemeier and Miriam Carter; stand- 
ing, Dorothy Agena and Goldie Thomp- 
son. Goldie’s mother, incidentally, is 


95 years old. 
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THESE STERLING GENTLEMEN OF 
FALSIFYING THE FACTS WHEN INTERVIEWED, BUT SOMEONE 15 CERTAINLY 
THROWING THE TRUTH AROUND WITH ABANDON. THERE WAS A CONFLAGRA- 
TION IN J.J.DEVOE'S OFFICE A FEW DAYS AGO IN WHICH SOME VALUABLE 
RECORDS WERE BURNED 10 fl CRISP ON J.u's. POLISHED DESH... . 
IJ. AND F.E.BEHM EACH BLANDLY AND SHAMELESSLY ACCUSE THE 
OTHER OF SETTING FIRE To THE PAPERS. . DEVOE'S TRICK LIGHTER, 
WHICH, BOTH AGREE, WAS THE UNDERLYING CAUSE OF THE BLAZE., 
HAS BEEN INSPECTED AND FOUND TO BE A BOOBY TRAP- AND WAS 
UNDOUBTEDLY DESIGNED BY AN ARSONIST. 
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MAKE A CALL FROM THE BOOTH. AS THE DOOR CLOSED 
IT LOCKED BEHIND HER AND WHEN NICKIE TRIED 10 
ISAVE SHE FOUND HERSSLE GOING NOWHERE . MICKIS 
FELT LIKE THE FAMOUS GOLD FISH IN THE BOWL, 
AND WAS PLENT WORRISD UNTIL SHE THOUGHT OF 
CALLING FROM THE BOOTH FOR THE NIGHT MAN 
AND HI5 Ke¥5. 
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View of the outer office looking northeast from the entrance. 


In the scene, left to right, are Alice Fender, 
Alexander, Audrey Althouse, Alex Geist, Betty Henson, F. W. Morris, 


Mavis Everett and Ima Jeanne Wear. The 
Two desks are not visible, one behind the pillar and one just out of camera range at right. 


Hamilton. 


Waldo McDowell, credit manager, at left and L, P. Schlentz, sales manager, at right. 
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Myrtle Hiner, Verna 
“‘customer’’ is Dean 
Semi-private offices are those of 


Office With A Personali ty 


LADY customer came in the Lincoln 
Business Office the other day with 
arms full of packages and sighed with 
relieved appreciation as she settled into 
one of the counter chairs. "My, how 
nice it is to be able to come in a pleasant 
office like this and be comfortable while 
I give you my order,” she said to the 
smiling service representative. 

Her remark is typical of the many 
expressions that our subscribers have 
voiced about the newly remodeled of- 
fice. One immediately senses its atmos 
phere of warm friendliness, convenience 
and efficiency. 

The ceiling and a portion of the walls 
are covered with sound absorbent 


View of the outer office looking west. 
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material which is attractive and tends 
to cushion office noises. Fluorescent 
lighting throughout provides an abun- 
dance of soft, shadowless light. The 
tastefully decorated walls are in a vari- 
ety of pastels which are complimented 
by a harmonizing floor pattern. 

One’s first favorable impression comes 
with the finger-tip opening of the light, 
aluminum doors to the outer lobby. 
Once inside, interest is attracted to the 
three photo-murals of typical telephone 
scenes which are accentuated by indirect 
fluorescent lighting. Two spacious 
booths for public telephones are 
equipped with comfortable chairs and 
writing facilities. Other conveniences 


Each counter position is equipped with a telephone and necessary forms, 
at upper left contains directories of major cities in the United States and Canada for customers’ reference, 
in the lobby may be seen through the aluminum cased glass doors. 


Hansen is the cashier with Howard Spahnle, 


Audrey Althouse is waiting on the customer q 
directory manager, her ‘’customer.” 


for our customers include an electrically 
refrigerated water fountain, a coin 
changing machine and a depository for 
the payment of accounts after office 
hours. A writing stand provides blank 
checks, special envelopes for depositing 
payments and fountain pens that work. 

The inner lobby is equally pleasing in 
appearance and well arranged for the 
customer's convenience. Two check 
writing stands and comfortable seating 
facilities are provided, A secretary type 
cabinet of special design contains tele- 
phone directories of major cities in the 
United States and Canada for reference 
use by customers. 


(Continued on Page 4) 
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Right, the directory compilation depart- 
ment is in a room by itself to facilitate proof 
reading. Left to right are Gertrude Holmes, 
Delores Michael, Virginia Anderson and Ella 
DaMoude. The circular file is used for main- 
tenance of directory delivery records. 


Below, left, this sound proof room houses 
the air conditioning unit; machines for sort- 
ing, counting and packaging coins from pay 
station collections; adding machines and an 
electric typewriter for preparing orders, In 
the picture, left to right, are Dennis Gahan, 
Dean Hamilton and Myrna Jensen. 


Below, right, the order department in which 
work orders are checked, telephone and order 
numbers assigned and the card file of the Cen- 
tral District’s 41,000 telephones is maintained. 


Left to right, Ruth Younger, Virginia Ander- 
son and Helen Johnson, 
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Office With A Personality 


(Continued from Page 2) 


The office itself is divided into two 
sections. The south office is open to the 
public and is equipped to handle all 
transactions concerning service orders 
and accounts. The counter for the order 
section is “desk” high permitting both 
the customer and the service representa- 
tive to be seated. Each position at the 
counter is fully equipped within the 
commercial representative’s reach with 
all necessary forms and a telephone. 


The counter for accounts is not ar- 
ranged for seating because most trans- 
actions concern requests for duplicate 
statements and other matters which re- 
quire but a few moments to handle. 
Shelves and containers back of this 
counter place necessary files such as 
account stubs, toll tickets and pending 
work orders almost within arm’s reach. 


Three cashier’s positions are equipped 
with coin changing machines, files for 
paid stubs and cash drawers. 


The north office is the clerical and 
stenographic section. In this section 
is included the directory and order de- 
partments as well as collection depart- 
ment account supervisors and posting 
clerks who handle 29,000 accounts 
monthly. The directory compilation de- 
partment is in a room by itself to facili- 
tate proof reading. 


The Business Office P.B.X. board is 


located in the north office in such a 
position as to allow the operator an un- 
obstructed view of all departments. In 
the north office also is a sound proof 
room where the air conditioning unit 
and noise producing machines are oper- 
ated. This room is heavily insulated 
throughout the walls, ceiling and doors. 
In it are machines for sorting, counting 
and packaging coins collected from pay 
stations, an adding machine and an elec- 
tric typewriter for preparing work 
orders. 


Semi-private, glass partitioned offices 
are provided for the sales manager, 
credit manager and directory manager 
and a private office for K. B. Cary, 
district commercial manager. 


The Business Office was first located 
in the original building on 14th Street 
with the cashier’s desk in what is now 
Billy Hassler’s office and the commer- 
cial manager’s office situated in the 
present location of the district plant 
manager's office. The order department 
was in the present location of the eastern 
district manager’s office. The Business 
Office was moved in 1924 to its present 
location on the southeast corner of the 
general office building. 


Recent remodeling provides an addi- 
tional 888 square feet of floor space 
which is an increase of 30%. The 
present office force totals 27 women and 
11 men. 


Enjoying a few moments relaxation in the comfortable girls’ lounge in the Lincoln 
business office are, left to right, Audrey Althouse, Alice Fender and Ann Swisher. 


Orchids For Good Service 


HERE are many rewards for doing 

a good job, or performing a service 
which lies beyond the bounds of duty. 
One of the most pleasant is in receivy- 
ing recognition and compliments from 
someone who is truly appreciative of 
the effort. In these times, a letter such 
as is quoted here, takes on a double 
value. It comes from Ken R. Keller, 
assistant director of public relations for 
the University of Nebraska, and is ad- 
dressed to LeRoy Schlentz, sales man- 
ager at Lincoln. It reads as follows: 


“Dear Mr. Schlentz: 

“It is amazing how a return to 
telephone service improves my out- 
look on life. In turning this over ip 
mind, it occurred to me that you 
probably hear nothing but sour notes 
from your customers. If this supposi- 
tion is correct, please consider this 
note the exception. 

“I want you to know, first, that 
Mrs. Keller and I sincerely appre- 
ciate your efforts to supply us with 
telephone service. At the same time 
I felt the need of a telephone very 
much, almost desperately, due to ill- 
ness in the family. Second, the sery- 
ice man who installed the telephone 
was, I think, the most agreeable per- 
son I have encountered in the con- 
struction of our house. I told him 
the way I wanted the telephone _ 
stalled, where I wanted the lead-in 
to come, and why. He said, ‘Fine? 
And did the job without Spendins ‘. 
half hour telling me why [| should 
change my plans. That, sir, is a Most 
unusual and pleasant experience. 


“(Signed) Ken R. Keller.” 


The subject of Mr. Keller’s praise jy 
the last paragraph was Glenn E, Obert 
combinationman, Lincoln. 

The operators at Harvard were given 
a nice compliment—and a big box at 
candy—by the local office of fie 
Kansas-Nebraska Natural Gas Compan : 
for their exceptional performance eed 
ing an emergency which developed 
from a broken gas line on January 2 
The Company had to reach their a 
scribers in the early morning to warn 
them of the breakdown. The Harvard 
traffic force stayed right on the line 
with them, establishing one connection 
after another in such rapid succession 
that all gas users were contacted in less 
than an hour. } 


ELEPHONE lines came crashing down last 
month under the double-barrelled blows of a 
terrific ice storm on January 23 followed by a bliz- 
zard and high winds a few days later on the 27th. 


Veteran storm fighters in Seward, Butler and 
Saunders counties tell us that the ice load was the 
heaviest they had ever seen. Ice accumulated up 
to three inches on wires and in some exchanges the 
rural plant was literally leveled to the ground. No 
attempt was made to count wire breaks but it is 
certain that they numbered into the thousands. 
Local service for 3,500 subscribers was disrupted 
and 300 long distance circuits were out of order. 
Twenty-nine communities were isolated. Storm 


damage is estimated at $35,000. 


Fortunately the storm area was not widespread. 
Severe damage was experienced in Seward, Butler 
and Saunders counties and lesser damage from that 


area westward to Hastings. The eastern and south- 


ern areas of the Company's territory had little ice 


to battle. the moisture by a quirk of nature falling 


in the form of rain which actually washed some 


wires clear of the ice which had formed the night 


before. District Manager L. P. Young informed 


us that moist 
lated on lines in the western district with the frost 
later turning to a porous ice from rain which fell 
and froze. This accumulation was comparatively 
light and did less damage than in areas farther 

54 of Hastings 76 toll circuits 
y out of order. 


ure in the form of hoar frost accumu- 


east. However, 
were temporaril 


Fourteen heavy construction crews were rushed 
to the storm areas and with the local plant forces 
did a splendid job of restoring service. Their work 
d by icy roads and deep snow 
drifts and many lines which had been repaired 
after the ice storm were pein broken by the 


high winds of the blizzard. Ice accumulations 
on wires were prolonged because of continued 


was greatly hampere 


(Continued on Page 15) 


Tom Chinnock, construction foreman, left, and Ed Dorland, Wahoo area 
manager, right, survey the havoc caused by ice formations near Wahoo which 
measured up to 2)%4 inches. Thanks to Ed for supplying the pictures. 


Left, George Hansen's crew raises at 30 foot pole on the David City- 
Seward toll lead which was badly mauled by the heavy ice and high winds. 
Right, George Hansen, George Barney and John McKinzie inspect restoration 
of a toll line which was battered to the ground for over 1,000 feet at this 
particular point with not a pole standing. Messrs. McKinzie, Barney and 
Keith collaborated in operating the speed graphic camera. 

Left, Amateur radio stations provided the only links of communication 
for a number of isolated Nebraska communities following the storm. John 
Loudenback of the Lincoln Service Department performed a valuable service 
for our Company in transmitting messages to persons in Saunders, Butler 
and Seward counties and in assisting the district and general offices in 
directing operations of construction crews. He is shown below transmitting 
a message as Jess May and Bob Hawkins (standing) were installing an 
extension telephone to facilitate his contact work with the district office. 


Right, E, O. Lytle, E. R. Stock and Foreman Tom Chinnock look over 
a fallen pole near Wahoo. 


; 


Pioneer Stag Big Success 


Waldo McDowell, social activities committee 
chairman, gives the “old spinning wheel” a 
twirl to see who comes out the lucky winner. 
The idea was highly popular as a means of 
dispensing prizes. 


Ne half a hundred Pioneers 
+ gathered at Boomers Hall, Lincoln, 
on Wednesday, January 12, to enjoy 
the numerous attractions of a Stag 
Smoker and to pay their respects to 
the guest of honor, Maurice Franklin, 
who is taking up residence in Wash- 
ington, D. C., as a member of the 
U. 8. Independent Telephone Associa- 
tion. In the only formal note of the 
program, O. L. Sturtevant, president, 
paid tribute to Mr. Franklin’s work 
in behalf of the Chapter since he joined 
it as a charter member at the formative 


M. W. Franklin, right, was the guest of 
honor on the eve of his departure for 
Washington, D. C., to become a staff member 
of the United States Independent Telephone 
Association. He is enjoying lunch with O. L. 
Sturtevant, chapter president. Charles Albers 
is kibitzing a card game at left. 


meeting in June 1941, and expressed 
the regret of the organization in losing 
so capable a worker. 

Being held on “bowling night,” a 
large bulk of the members did not 
arrive until after the session at the 
alleys was over. Cards and eats were 
the main course of the program, al- 
though an “old spinning wheel” in the 
corner was kept busy dispensing prizes 
of bacon and cigarettes in great abund- 
ance. The activities were under the able 
direction of Program Chairman Waldo 
McDowell and a hard working commit- 
tee composed of Howard Spahnle, Ken 


Boshart, Ernest Royce and Dewey 
Nelsen. 


° 


# 


The ever popular game of 
Pitch absorbs the attention of 
this foursome, Clockwise, be- 
ginning at left, are Bob 
Green, Kent Eno, R. L. Dal- 
ton, Fritz Noble, Claude 
Walker and O. L. Sturtevant. 
We are told that the team of 
Green and Walker pinned 
back the ears of their oppon- 
ents, but good. 


First Employee Drafted 
yIRST of our employees to be called 
into service under the new peace 
time draft act is Raymond G. Bruning, 
construction depart . He was called 
in late December after having just 
completed his first year with the Com- 
pany. Raymond is 23 years old and 


lives in Hebron. A leave of absence 
will cover his period of conscription. 

Not since the latter days of the war 
has an employee been drafted into the 
armed forces, although several, feeling 
the hot breath of the local draft board 
on their collars have resigned to enlist 
in a chosen field of service. 
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Mobile Radio Fights 
Storm Damage Too 


HE two most recent installations of 
T mobile radio telephone service were 
completed just in time to receive a bap- 
tism of ice in the crippling sleet and 
snow storms of late January. The units 
were installed in a new Ford wrecker 
truck owned by Henry’s Service Station 
at 48th and Cornhusker Highway, and 
in the telephone company’s toll line 
patrol truck No. 52, driven by Arthur 
C. King. Both trucks were in constant 


use all through the storms, making their‘ 


reports and receiving their assignments 
enroute. 

Reports which came from Henry’s 
Service Station tell of how their unit 
was used to great advantage, both to 
themselves and to their customers, dur- 
ing the storm emergency. The mobile 
telephone fitted into their needs like 
a hand in a glove. Most of the calls 
were from cars stranded in drifts or 
impassable roads, and the wrecker could 
be sent to their assistance with the 
greatest economy and in the shortest 
time by means of the remote contact. 

The toll line patrol truck was also 
out in the midst of the storm, breaking 
trail and reporting back the location 
and extent of damaged leads. In mogt 
cases the devastation was far too ex. 
tensive for Mr. King to attempt to 
make the repairs himself. From infor. 
mation relayed back from his Car: sex, 
eral construction crews were equipped 
and dispatched to the scene of heavy 
damage. In the course of his usual 
work, Art operates within easy radio 
telephone reach of Lincoln, clearing 
faults in toll and rural lines. He uses 
the mobile telephone exclusively to re. 
ceive his assignments from the test 
board. 

Cable truck No. 81, driven by 
Vaugan Baum, is also equipped with 
a unit, and while this installation did 
not play a great part in the storm emer- 
gency, it has been found particularly 
valuable during wet weather: keeping 
in constant touch with the truck aad 
for sending it to the seat of developing 
trouble with a minimum of delay, 


Back in the younger days of tel- 
ephony, most telephone directories 
carried the following — statement: 
“During thunder storms, calls wil] 
not be answered.” 


Iron Men of the 
Supply Department 


HE January blizzard gave the Sup- 
ply Department men a real work 
out, according to Florence Tatman, the 
department’s associate editor. Some of 
them worked straight through the night 
keeping the motor vehicles going and 
assisting in bringing operators to work 
and taking them home over drift 
clogged streets. Mrs. ‘Tatman reports: 
“If you thought some Supply De- 
partment employees looked or sounded 
sleepy during the January blizzard, 
there was due cause for it. F. J. Barnett 
worked his regular day time trick, 
stayed on throughout the night operat: 
ing a small ‘chain factory’ and helping 
Don Aydelott recover storm stranded 
vehicles, then continued his regular 
trick through the second day. Ernie 
Royce, Rollie Winders, Dean Hobson 
and Russell Rauch handled the early 
morning and night ‘taxi’ service, in ad- 
dition to their regular work. The going 


was plenty rugged, as any one of them 


will tell you. 

“One illustration was Dean Hobson's 
‘taxi’ trip which started at ten o’clock 
at night and ended at nine the next 
morning. He delivered his passengers 
safely but became hopelessly stuck in 
a huge drift on the trip back and had 
to take refuge in a home in Bethany 
while help could be summoned. It took 
over three hours for one of our largest 
trucks to get his car back through the 
snow banked streets.” 


“Dawgonned Good Dog!” 


HE defense of Tony, a Cocker span- 
el of Burbank, California, on a 
neighbor's charge of barking too much 
proved that Tony was a true gentleman. 
Fourteen of his neighborhood friends 
pointed out in a petition to the city 


attorney that Tony neither drinks, 


smokes nor swears and— 

“We have never known him to utter 
, word of slanderous gossip about any- 
one in the neighborhood, patronize the 
black market, cuss anyone out on the 


telephone, tout anyone on a phony 


pony, complain about over-taxation or 


try to evade same. 
Tony went free. 


—Reprinted from Telephony. 


Employee Groups Elect 


A. B. Smith L. A. Stacy 


HE annual meetings of the Em- 

ployees Mutual Benefit Association 
and the Employees Co-operative Credit 
Association were held at Lincoln in 
late January. Officers and directors 
were named for each of these fast ex- 
panding organizations for the coming 
year. 


Headlines were made when it was 
announced that F. E. Behm, the first 
and perennial president of the Co-opera- 
tive Credit group, did not choose to 
run again for that office. Mr. Behm was 
elected president of that organization at 


its formation in May, 1936, and has been: 


reelected each year since. Under his 
direction the organization has shown 
rapid and unwavering growth. Its re- 
sources today are in excess of a quarter 
of a million dollars. Its members can 
attest that it has been of real service 
in solving their financial problems. 


Mr. Behm will be succeeded as presi- 
dent by A. B. Smith of the Lincoln 
Service Department and L. A. Stacy will 


W. L. Hassler Grace Hauschild 
succeed M. M. Hale as Vice President. 
J. L. Lyne and R. H. Spohn were re- 
elected Treasurer and Secretary respec- 
tively. The Board of Directors will be 
composed of R. V. Clifford, T. C. 
Cone, C. E. Cummings, Charles Dicken- 
man, W. K. Eno, M. M. Hale, Paul 
Henson, J. L. Lyne, Milton Metcalf. 
Bert Overcash, A. B. Smith, Myrtle M. 
Smith, John Spady, R. H. Spohn and 
L. A. Stacy. 


The Employees Mutual Benefit Asso- 
ciation reelected as officers G. O. Sea- 
ton, president; C. C. Donley, vice presi- 
dent; and G. P. Barney, treasurer. W. 
L. Hassler was elected as secretary suc- 
ceeding M. W. Franklin and Grace 
Hauschild was elected assistant secre- 
tary. The Board of Directors will con- 
sist of G. P. Barney, Vern Campbell, 
Floyd Crewdson, C. C. Donley, W. K. 
Eno, W. L. Hassler, J. L. Lyne, C. B. 
Meshier, Melba Richards, H. W. 
Spahnle, J. E. Smith, Herman Studier, 
G. O. Seaton, Max Walker and A. B. 
Waters. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


HE following claims were paid by 

the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the month 
of January, 1949: 


Primary Members: W. T. Nyden, 
Construction Department, $7.00; R. W. 
Eddy, Construction Department, $5.00; 
Ray Zimmerman, Lincoln Service De- 
partment, $50.25; E. J. Schemmerhorn, 
Fairbury Plant Department, $17.50; 
K. J. Boshart, Lincoln Acounting De- 
partment, $119.50; Patricia J. Mock, 
Hastings Traffic Department, $162.45; 
Artis Bowen, York Traffic Department, 
$10.00; R. J. Donaldson, Supply De- 
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partment, $235.00; Georgia E. Harrold. 
Lincoln Traffic Department, $7.00; 
Lura E. Blackman, Ashland Traffic De: 
partment, $22.50; D. G. Rutledge, Lin. 
coln Service Department, $30.00; J. A. 
Schellenberg, Construction Department. 
$10.00; H. E. Jenkins, Lincoln Service 
Department, $103.00; Wilma K. Stol- 
zenburg, Beatrice Non-Functional. 
$3.00; J. S. Jackson, General Commer- 
cial, $287.50. 

Dependents: Ronnie Jones, Lincoln, 
$42.38; Mrs. W. A. Letellier, Nebraska 
City, $58.12; Mrs. W. P. Shuck, Lin 
coln, $3.75; Linda Hayes, Lincoln, 
$22.72; Mrs. C. B. Meshier, Beatrice. 
S45.11. 


Harry Moss 
Taking Life Easy 
dis name of Harry Moss is synony- 


mous with the reels and gear of a 
construction crew. He has been boss- 
ing heavy gangs around the territory 
for more than 35 
years and few tele- 
phone men are so 
widely traveled and 
well known in the 
South Platte area as 
the energetic Mr. 
Moss. 

Harry retired 
from active service 
on January 1, and it 
is hard to pictureé 


Harry Moss 


the construction department operating 
with quite the old time vigor without 
him. He dates back to the days when 
the motive power of construction rigs 
was a team of mules and he has served 


his entire telephone career in this de- 
partment. First appearing on the pay- 
roll as a lineman at Plattsmouth in May, 
1912, he was made assistant foreman in 
March, 1913, and became a full-fledged 
foreman two years later. George Frol- 
ich, Tom DeWolf, William McOmber, 
Ben Keck and John Hobson were mem- 
bers of one of his early gangs. 


Harry plans to let the future take 


care of itself as it rolls around. He will 
probably stay in Lincoln for the bal- 


ance of the winter and he owns a cabin 


in the Wisconsin wilds where the fish 
are big and hungry. This will undoubt- 
edly be his summer residence. 


Teamwork Saves A Life 


The mobile telephone and a fast- 
thinking operator teamed up to save 
an automobile from being crushed by 
a locomotive recently. 

When a Dunkirk, N. Y., man 
drove over a grade crossing shortly 
after midnight, his car’s wheels be- 
came wedged in the tracks. A Ppass- 
ing cab driver called his office with 
his mobile telephone, the taxi firm 
notified the New York Telephone 
Co.’s local office; and the switch- 
board operator, unable to get the 
railroad depot, called the yard tower. 
The towerman flagged a freight train 
before it could reach the crossing. 


Historical Collection Gains Valuable Items 


2 peace interesting and historically 
valuable items have found their way 
into the Pioneer collection during the 
past few months, adding to the imposing 
proportions to which the accumulation 
has grown and helping to fill in the gaps 
in the visual history of the development 
of the telephone instrument and its re- 
lated equipment. 

An ancient “Moon” cable head or 
terminal was recently removed from the 
plant at Pawnee City and was placed in 
the collection because of its odd design 
and massive bulk. This exchange has 
also contributed several telephone in- 
struments of unusual and ancient flavor. 
L. C. Hutchinson, of the Lincoln service 
department, presented an unidentified 
foreign military field telephone which 


he found while on a visit to Kansas. 


This set reflected a severe rubber short- 
age as wood was used in all parts where 
it was possible to do so. 

George Arnold was the doner of a 
DeForest Reflex radio of 1922-24 vint- 
age which he has had, and kept in work- 
ing condition down through the years. 
While the collection, in general, is con- 
fined to telephone instruments, the fact 
that the old time telephone men were 
among the first, and most enthusiastic 
radio fans is one reason why the old 
DeForest was so happily received and a 
place of honor reserved for it in the 
archives. 

Harold Brady, of the accounting de- 


George Arnold 


partment, made a contribution of a 
Philippine dual telephone which was 
“captured” by his father, John D. 
Brady, of Company I, First Nebraska 
Regiment, exactly 50 years ago on 
February 5th. The elder Mr. Brady, 
who died last April, kept a diary of his 
experiences in the Spanish-American 
War in which he explained his posses- 
sion of the telephones as follows: “Our 
battle with the Filipino insurgents 
started from Camp Santa Mesa on the 
night of February 4, 1899. About two 
miles north of Manila and about one 
mile from camp was the Manila water 
reservoir called the ‘deposito.’ It was 
located on top of a hill called ‘San Juan 
Del Monte,’ on which some buildings 
were occupied by the Filipino rebels. 
We drove them from the deposito on 
the morning of February 5. Fastened to 
the wall of one of the buildings was a 
wrecked telephone box with ear and 
mouth pieces connected to it by insu- 
lated wire. I there and then ‘captured’ 
the ear and mouth instruments but | 
don’t know which is used for talking 
and which for listening.” 

The historical library can also re- 
port its share of progress through the 
receipt of a sizable group of old-time 
telephone pictures from Bert Overcash, 
Walter Stewart and others and by the 
addition of a dozen volumes dealing 
with early day telephony, mostly do- 
nated by A. O. Andrews. 


Harold Brady 


Four Employees Injured 
In Storm Mishaps 


HE vicious storm cycle, which ran 

through the month of January, 
brought havoc not only to telephone 
company wires and plant, but also to 
its personnel. Four employees were 
casualties in accidents directly attributed 
to the storms. All were painfully in- 
jured, three of them seriously. 

At about four o’clock in the after- 


noon of January 10, P. A. Schmeltzer, - 


construction superintendent, A. W. Hol- 
comb, general foreman, and W. F. 
Combs, construction foreman, were re- 
turning to Lincoln on Highway Num- 
ber Two, after an inspection trip to an 
area of major storm damage near 
Shelby. Only a few miles northwest of 
Lincoln, they met in head-on collision 
with another car which had swung into 


their lane in an attempt to pass a snow 


plow. The impact almost completely 
demolished the 1947 Plymouth sedan in 
which they were riding. 

A State Highway Patrol car, which 
had been following at a short distance, 
was on the scene almost immediately; 
and by use of its mobile telephone unit 
an ambulance was summoned, and on its 
way within a few moments. The three 
men were taken to St. Elizabeth Hos- 
pital, in Lincoln. 

All of them were found to be suf- 
fering from shock. Later a more ex- 
tensive examination revealed that Mr. 
Schmeltzer had a dislocation of the hip, 
the femur being driven deep into the 
tissues above the socket. Also there 
were several broken ribs and serious cuts 
about the face. He had apparently been 
thrown through the windshield. 

A. W. Holcomb was also found with 


suggestions Fill Up 


Lydia Kriegshauser 
Lincoln Seward 


Vern B, Hutchison 


OU don’t have to be another Edison 

to find ways for improving present 
methods of doing business—and col- 
lecting a nice reward for telling the 
suggestion committee about it. Six em- 
ployees found this out when the com- 
mittee announced the award winners 
at the January meeting. The family 
piggy banks, in these instances, have 
shown a sizeable increase in weight. 

Not one of the six winners had to 
look beyond his own job for the sub- 
ject of the suggestion. Vern B. Hutch- 
ison, Lincoln switchman, devised a 
better lighting arrangement for work- 
ing on rotary type line switches. Lydia 
Kriegshauser, chief operator, Seward, 
suggested a change in lamp cap color- 
ing for connecting companies so they 
could not be confused with fire and 
emergency signals. Samuel K. Law- 
rence, shopman, recommended a watch- 
maker’s formula for cleaning clocks and 


Those Piggy Banks 


Paul G. Radebaugh 
Lincoln 


Semuel K. Lawrence 
Lincoln 


O. L. Sturtevant 


Gladys Trumble 
Lincoln i 


Lincoln 


telephone dials. Paul G. Radebaugh, 
assistant building custodian, Lincoln, 
called attention to the need for a first 
aid cabinet in the basement of the 
general office building. O. L. Sturte- 
vant, plant statistician suggested a 
method of alloting space to employees’ 
cars in the new Company parking lot 
at 14th and M Streets, and Gladys 
Trumble, operator at Lincoln, proposed 
a change in cafeteria serving hours. 


fractures of the ribs and kneecap, with 
facial cuts and bruises. The injury to 
his knee was such as to cause grave con- 
cern, although a subsequent operation 
holds promise of its eventual healing 
and recovery. Art was the driver of 
the car. 

W. F. “Babe” Combs, who was rid- 
ing in the back seat, was injured to a 
less extent than the others. He, too, 
was cut about the face and had abra- 
sions and contusion of the knee. He 
was discharged from the hospital later 
in the week and is now at home re- 
cuperating. 

Al Ager, of Seward, was the victim 
of another accident. This one occurred 
just before noon on January 23. Al had 
climbed a pole on the Seward Jct.— 
Columbus toll lead and as he reached 
the top, the pole, with four others, 
broke off at the ground line and fell. 
Big Al was thrown clear of the pole, 
but landed heavily on one leg, breaking 
the large bone just above the ankle. The 
break is of such nature as to require 
abnormal care in the process of healing. 
Al is also at St. Elizabeth Hospital. 


The boys can all receive visitors and, 
according to one report received a few 
days ago “they are getting pretty cranky, 
so they must be on the read to re- 
covery. It will probably be several 
months, though, before any of the 
three will be able to return to his regu- 
lar job. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mr. Thomas H. Gillespie, father of 
Harlan O. Gillespie of the Beatrice 
Plant Department passed away at his 
home at Auburn on January 19. Fu- 
neral services were held at Auburn on 
January 21. 


Mrs. George Salisbury, mother of 
C. A. Salisbury of Sutton passed away 
January 13. Funeral services were held 
at Bancroft on January 15. 


Mrs. Agnes Thompson, daughter of 
Mrs. Annie Epler of the Lincoln Cafe- 
teria, died January 30 at Friend. Fu- 
neral services were held at Friend on 
February 2. 


Mr. Frank Burlingame, father of Mrs. 
Mary Emerson of the Lincoln Traffic 
Department, passed away at his home 
in Jefferson, Ohio, on January 30. 
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U.S.A. Has 60 Per Cent 
of World's Telephones 


The total number of telephones in 
the world has reached a record 60,600,- 
000, or one for every 38 persons at the 
start of 1948, according to an article in 
Telephony compiled from the new issue 
of Telephone Statistics of the World 
released recently by the American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. 

The United States. with only about 
6 per cent of the world’s population, 
has nearly three-fifths of its telephones. 
Of the 6,900,000 telephones gained in 
1947, more than 3,250,000 were added 
in the United States, which at the be- 
ginning of 1948 had 34,867,000 tele- 
hones in service—one for every four 
(Since then 3,000,000 more 
have been added in the U.S.) Sweden 
had the next highest telephone density 
with one for every five persons. 

The gain in telephones in 1947 was 
greater than the total number that were 
in use throughout the world 25 years 
after Alexander Graham Bell made his 
historic invention. At the turn of the 
century there was only one telephone 
for every 800 persons in the world. 

The United States out-talked all other 
nations in 1947 with 45,000.000.000 
telephone conversations—3,000,000,000 
more than the preceding year and nearly 
12 times as many as in Canada, which 
held second place. The average Ameri- 
can used the telephone 317 times dur- 
ins the year. 

New York continued to lead the 
world’s cities with 2,458,102 telephones 

more than there are in all of France. 
Only other city in the world with more 


than a million telephones was Chicago, 
with 1,396,387. On a per capita basis, 
San Francisco still topped the major 
cities with about one telephone for 
every two persons. Washington and 
Stockholm remained second and third 
in this respect, while Seattle supplanted 
Denver in fourth place. 

More than two-thirds of all the tele- 
phones in the world are privately 
owned and operated, and 85 per cent of 
these are in the United States. The re- 
maining third are government-owned. 

North Borneo has about 430 tele- 
phones, Somaliland 335 and French 
India 72. Of the world total of more 
than 60,000,000, 96 per cent connect 
with the American telephone network. 


1948 Pioneer Banquet Just 


Peanuts—McDowell Says 


ae Pioneer Chapter brain-trust has 
already started thinking, talking 

and planning on the big event of the 

spring—the annual Pioneer banquet. 

Last year’s spectacle, featuring the 
Telephone Minstrels, made a big hit. 
Nearly everybody who saw it thought 
it was the best ever. That is what 
makes it so hard on this year’s com- 
mittee. President Orrin Sturtevant has 
demanded that his social committee 
must reach into the hat and pull out 
a program that will make the 1948 ver- 
sion look like peanuts, and this is no 
small order even for a magician like 
Social Chairman Waldo McDowell. 

But Chapter members may be happy 
to know that Waldo and his helpers 
have already made a great deal of pro- 
gress on the banquet plans. Morsels of 
information which have leaked out of 
the closed committee sessions indicate 
that the program will be built on new 
and novel lines. It looks like the party 
will be held in early May and that 
wives, husbands, girl and boy friends 
of members will be invited to attend. 
Other than this, the secret has been 
very well kept. 

New members of the Chapter this 
year include Lois Brown, Hastings; 
Mary Bornemeier, Tecumseh; George 
A. Fleck, Hastings; Elsie Horn- 
beck, Murdock; Virginia Kinghorn, 
Auburn; Wilma Stolzenburg, Beatrice; 
and Ruth Goslin, Leston P. Livingston, 
Pearl O’Hehir, Paul Winscot, Marcia 
Watson and Verna Alexander, all of 


Lincoln. 
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Mary E. Golden, Hastings Commer- 
cial Department, became the bride of 
George R. Anderson, Hastings Plant 
Department, on January 7. Both will 
continue their work. 


The marriage of Phyllis Cress of the 
Nebraska City Traffic Department and 
Allen Paap, Jr., of Otoe took place 
December 31, at the St. Mary’s Church, 
Nebraska City. The couple will make 
their home in Lincoln. 


Ruby Hines of the Wahoo ‘Drattic 
Department and James Fencl, Jr., were 
married January 20, at the Cedar Hill 
Church in Morse Bluffs, Nebraska. 
The couple will reside in Wahoo and 
Mrs. Fencl will continue her work. 


Orma Yocum of the Humboldt 
Traffic Department became the bride 
of George Lang of Humboldt, January 
6, at the home of Rev. C. W. Long, who 


performed the ceremony. The couple 
will make their home in Humboldt. 


Mickey McCracken of the Lincoln 
Operating Department became the 
bride of Harvey Robinson on January 
30. Mrs. Robinson will continue her 
work. 


The marriage of Robert White of 
the Construction Department and Eve- 
lyn White of Beaver Crossing was sol- 
emnized on December 27, at Beaver 
Crossing. 

Marguerite Kehling of the Lincoln 
Business Office and Gerald Chapin of 
Lincoln were married January 15, in 
Papillion, Nebraska. Mrs. Chapin will 
continue her work and the couple will 


reside in Lincoln. 


Yeah, But What's the 
Fur Fur? 


When more and better ways to live 
luxuriously are devised, Hollywood 
will invent them. Latest proof of this 
prediction is a  mink-upholstered 
telephone, demonstrated in use re- 
cently by a blond starlet. Ermine, 
sable and white mink coverings are 


also available. 


Promotions, Transfers, Title 


Commercial 


Audrey Althouse, clerk to service represent- 
ative, Lincoln. 


Plant 
T. B. Chinnock, lineman, construction, to 
construction foreman, general plant. 
Carl Franzen, combinationman, Tecumseh, 
to combinationman, Pawnee City. 
Virgil Hayes, 
man, York. 


groundman to combination- 


Robert Humiston, combinationman to switch- 
man, Plattsmouth. 


Melvin L. Meints, combinationman to ground- 
man, Beatrice. 


Francis Straus, groundman, construction, to 
combinationman, service, Lincoln. 


Traffic 

Shirley Adams, A operator to A€&L operator, 
Hastings. 

Norma L. Bailey NA&L operator to A&L 
operator, Lincoln. 

LaVerne Chittim, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Wilma Crowder, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Beatrice. 

Wanda Davidson, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Superior. 

Zelda Edwards, A&L operator to NA€&L 


operator, Wymore. 


Changes 


Audrey Althouse 
Service Rep. 
Lincoln 


T. B. Chinnock 
Const, Foreman 
Gen’] Plant 


Arleen Fitzpatrick, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Wella Gump, A operator to A€&L operator, 
Nebraska City. 

Carolyn E. Harvey, A operator to A&@L 
operator, Lincoln. 

Gertrude M. Harris, A operator to A&L 
operator, Lincoln. 

Norma J. Hoch, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Fairbury. 

Virginia Hunt, A operator to A&L operator, 
Lincoln. 

Doris Johnson, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 


Shirley Johnson, A operator to A@L uper- 
ator, Beatrice. 

Arlene Knapple, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Frances Lindeen, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Hastings. 

Bette Meysenburg, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Lincoln. 


Evelyn Moles, A operator to A&L operator. 
Nebraska City. 


Mary Mulder, A operator to A&L operator, 
Lincoln. 


Ruby Ruble, A operator to A&L operator, 
Fairbury. 


Henrietta Rushing, NA&L operator to A@L 
operator, Lincoln. 

Elsie E. Schoenrock, NA&L operator to A@L 
operator, Fairbury. 

Helen E. Silence, A operator to A@L oper: 
ator, Lincoln. 

Mary P. Taylor, A&L operator to NAG@L 
operator, Ashland. 

Margaret Tordrup, A operator to A&L oper: 
ator, Superior. 

Wanda Tucker, L operator to NA&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Clara E. VanMatre, NA€&L operator to A&L 
operator, Ashland. 

Vera R. Wilkins, A operator to A€&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Margaret Wilson, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Leona Yarman, A&L operator to A operator, 


York. 
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* KS) Lettie J. Allgood................ A Operator............... Geneva... January 10 
5 ] e Be Mildred Bebensee............... A Operator............... Hastings... ..danuary 3 
RD et y, et C uUaih te * Marlene C. Belisle............. A Operator. .............. Lincoln.. January 24 
m4 Donna M. Bjorklund....... A Operator...............LLincoln.. ... January 24 
Sd + Evelyn J. Briswaltev......... A Operator............... Hastings..... .....J0anuary 4 
LEEEEE EE LM EE EE EMG EL EEE EE DEDEDPLEEDPEE EEE GS Amelia E. Brown.........--. Ne ERR OT aires ape tne eoneny Ny 
, : ; . Imogene A Cummings...A Operatov..............Lincoln....... ..vanuary 3 
The ashes dani new oe ts published as a Frances Erwin................-.... A Operator.............. Pair Our y,...sucw. January 10 
gesture of friendly bah te A to velp them get acquainted. Betty J. Friesen..................- A Operator............... York... ._January 3 
We hope that they will enjoy their new occupation as well ‘Aen arent * eee ean Saag 
as the many fine associations that go with it. sachs alba aimee ante Pe et seas hee 
Accountin Joyce Y. Gumble............. A Operator.............. Lincoln. January 12 
cc 2 
7 - Date Norma J. Harm.................. A Operator............. York ......danuary 3 
Name Position Exchange Employed ; 
. Eleanor E. Hatfield............. A & L Operator... York.......................January 3 
INGQING 3. GONG :ccsscs ees OEE asics ce emnsidas Seobetnees EIINOGIN yo ihesssecasssed: January 17 _ 
, Betty D. Hunzekev............. A & L Operator...Sutton............ January 25 
Don R. Tejcka. .....60-.c...0600: Mail Messenger..... Lincoln.................. January 5 ; ; 
. Adeline R. Kripal.............. A & L Operator...Hebron. ..January 10 
Velma J. Van Engen......Clerk........ iene Pease, PSII COL se acctcvancieseass January 3 } 
; Norma L. Larimore..........A Operator ... Beatrice January 3 
Commercial Lavon I. Larison................ A & L Operator...Nelson.... ..January 17 
Hazel M. Hamilton............. Clerk... Siesta RIAN AT Ricoctomdecentconadics January 13 Wanda L. Maske................ A Operator... __Hastings January 3 
Josephine Renken............... COSNIOR 3 ncthccnsuesi LS hc] ohg 010 Renner emo nee” Decmb’r 17 Feira: A. MASON cvccccscsccecc A Operator. _ Hastings _ January 24 
Phoeke Be. Wap tosis SST sin aieieie WEEP OE Wetelsdanuary 20 Ruby C. MeWilliams.......A Operator..............Lincoln. January 10 
Plant Geraldine A. Nacke.......... A & L Operator. Hebron January 10 
Merlin C. Bute... Groundman............. Lineoin........., January 11 Darthula M. Null............... A Operator .. Lincoln January 18 
Leonard D. Cooper........... LARCMIVAN: 3 ice eiccces ja Toss 8 ip | ed - eee January 19 Jo Ann Quaintance........A & L Operator...Hastings January 16 
William F. Hendrix...........Warehouseman......Lincoln................... January 10 Barbara L. Rakestraw..A & L Operator.. Geneva. January 3 
Kenneth D. Jacox...,.....:.«- TOUNGMAN hot: INCOM. ssssstecsevetcas January 4 Arideen L. Rhoads.......... ..L Operator... Lincoln... January 10 
Marcus E, Johnson............. TTI eo oicechccherestoes Ss FY 110) hy 6 COREE ea February 1 Fern L. Rieck.............00........ A Operator.............. Hastings January 24 
Hubert N, Kenney............ ATIC ss cdisvasetn aia tesazins GIN COMM. (.caerrescisess January 14 Ruth L. Schwab................. A Operator............. Lincoln January 18 
Dave WON? ..6cciceisicncarn oho OUNAMAN...3....s, TANGO essed: January 18 E. Carolyn Sternev............. A Operator .. Hastings January 17 
Erwin Radin........................Switehman..... LANCOIN 6 eicisiacsces January 17 Elizabeth H. Taylor. .......... A & L Operator... Tecumseh January 3 
Doris D. Renz.....................Clerk-Typist............Lineoln...................January 24 Betty A. Walsh........ ..L Operator Lincoln January 10 
LaVern F. Roschewski.... Groundman Beatrice..... January 17 Rose Marie Wanek.. A & L Operator... Wilber January 17 
F. R. St. Onge Janitor LARCOI ic Avcccictess January 5 Norma J. Weidenkeller..A Operator Hastings January 4 
James F. Vogt. ..Groundman............ Hastings. . January 5 Carolyn A. Weis. A Operator Geneva January 10 
Wm. J. Wattles........ .Groundman ps ICGMstccaiccces January 10 Bonnie G. Weier.... A & L Operator. Beatrice January 3 
Duane E. Webb ..Combinationman.. Hastings January 11 Irmgard Wittrock...........A & L Operator Seward January 22 
Gwen E. Wisbey Service Operator...Lincoln .January 5 Helen E, York A Operator Lincoln January 12 
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Service Birthdays 
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J. W. Dudgeon 


Hastings 
35 Years 


Harriette E. Wynn 
Plattsmouth 
30 Years 
Thirty-Five Years 
J. W. Dudgeon, Hastings. 
Thirty-Four Years 
G. G. Mehuron, York. 
Thirty Years 
Harriette E. Wynn, Plattsmouth. 
Twenty-Nine Years 


W. R. Minich, Geneva; Sarah A. Muss- 


man, Western. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
R. M. Cleveland, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 
A. M. Geist, O. A. Nelson, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 


Addelene B. Lorensen, Lincoln; J. L. Pot- 
ter, Ashland. 


Twenty-Iwo Years 


Clara M. Jones, K. L. Lawson, Lincoln; 
J. H. Mankamyer, Sutton. 


Twenty-One Years 


M. A. Birdsley, Auburn; Bohumil Doce- 
kal, David City; Mary M. Emerson, Lincoln. 


Twenty Years 


D. E. Aydelott, K. J. Boshart, Lincoln; 
Rose Janda, Plattsmouth: Edna Ragon, Te- 
cumseh. 


Nineteen Years 


R. V. Clifford, C. E. Lawson, R. R. Rauch, 
Lincoln; Mary Docekal, David City. 


Eighteen Years 
W. F. Combs, Lincoln. 
Fourteen Years 
Edna C. Edwards, Ruskin. 
Twelve Years 
Frank H. Woods Jr. (Director), Chicago. 
Ten Years 
William I. Aitken (Director), Lincoln. 
Nine Years 
Elizabeth P. Edwards, Plattsmouth: Nata 
Hershey, Geneva. 
Eight Years 
Lydia Holloway, Lincoln: George Placek, 
Nebraska City 


K. J. Boshart 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


D. E. Aydelott 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Edna Ragon 
Tecumseh 
20 Years 


Rose Janda 
Plattsmouth 
20 Years 


Seven Years 
Vera M. Wasson, Lincoln. 
Six Years 
Marie Hall, Caroline R. Marrow, G. H. 
Ramsey, Lincoln; C. H. Kermoade, Syra- 
cuse; A. F. Smetak, David City; Emma L. 
King, Humboldt. 
Five Years 
Aner M. McKinzey, Cedar Bluffs; Gloria 
Zier, Lincoln; Henry C. Woods (Director), 
Chicago. 


If you are wondering why W. M. 
Valentine has been tabbed with the 
nickname “Daddy’, it isn’t because 
Wally is older than the men in the 
Plant Department at Hastings, but be- 
cause a new baby daughter made her 
appearance on January 19. The little 
lady has been named Deanne Marie. 

The Les Hansens of York are the 
proud parents of a new daughter, Judy 
Kay, who was born January 8. Les 
works in the Plant Department at 


York. 
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Meet A Director 


William I, Aitken 


ONTINUING our _ introductory 


sketches of the Company’s directors 
we present this month Mr. William I. 
Aitken, a Lincoln attorney and a mem- 
ber of the firm of Woods, Aitken and 
Aitken. This firm became general coun- 
sel for the Company in 1921 and when 
Thomas C. Woods was elected presi- 
dent of the Company in 1946, William 


counsel. 

Mr. Aitken became a member of the 
Company's Board of Directors in 1939 
and since 1942 has served as a member 
of its Executive Committee. He is a 
director of other companies also, includ- 
ing the Woodmen Central Life Insur- 
ance Company of Lincoln and the Ad- 
dressograph-Multigraph Corporation of 
Cleveland, Ohio, and is a member of the 
Board of Trustees of the First Plymouth 
Congregational Church of Lincoln. 

His father’s parents came from Edin- 
burgh, Scotland and settled in Lincoln in 
1879. Mr. Aitken received his educa- 
tion in Lincoln and was graduated from 
the University of Nebraska with an A.B. 
degree in 1918. After serving in World 
War I as a second lieutenant in the 
Field Artillery he attended law school 


degree of L.L.B. in 1921. 

Mr. and Mrs. Aitken are the parents 
of three daughters and make their home 
in Lincoln. 


Eastern District 


Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 


Mr. Keckler spent the last two weeks of 
his vacation visiting in St. Petersburg, 
Florida. He reports a wonderful time. 

David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

The Traffic Department held two parties 
this month. One was a regular get together 
while the other was a farewell party for 
Dorothy Sheets who is leaving us. ; 
A candy machine has been installed so 
watch the purses get slim and our figures 
go the other way. Betty Kopf is 
flashing a new diamond, lucky gal. 

We have quite a sick list. Seems as though 
the flu shots didn’t do so much good. Mrs. 
Josephine Placek, Dottie Waters, Betty 
Eaton, Mary Bartyzelle, Betty Johnson, 
Barbara Holmberg, Shirley Raach, Mary 
Ross, “Snooks” Steckly, Ardel Freudenberg, 
Jerry Durr and Violet Peterson. . 
Trouble seems to pile up for Violet. She 
has been home with the flu and now her 
mother, who was caring for her, fell and 
broke her right arm. Our Commercial 
Department is very proud of their new 
counter, which was recently installed. 

Mr. Lant of the Commercial Department, is 
mighty proud of his new Studebaker. 

Max Jenkins has been among the missing 
this week. He is at Lincoln teking training. 
: Another year has rolled around and 
Donna Mae Lockhart started out by spend- 
ing a couple weeks in bed with the mumps. 
Now we're all wondering who’s next on the 
list. . . . Mavis Eisenhauser spent a couple 
days last week out on the farm and we hear 
she had quite a time sleigh riding. 

Helen Wenninghoff has a new little niece, 
Patricia Lee. The mother, Margy Schutz, is 
a former operator. 

Plattsmouth Area 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 

Thursday evening, January 13, a surprise 
party for Mr. and Mrs. Joe Abrams was 
given by the Commercial, Plant and Traffic 
employees at the main dining room of the 
Rainey Coffee Shop. A three course dinner 
was served and was followed by an evening 
of playing cards. Mrs. R. H. Humiston and 
Marvin Koch were high in pinochle, Walter 
Tritsch in bridge, Mrs. Koch and Mrs. Ben 
Anderson in rummy. At the close of the 
evening Mr. A. M. Newens presented Mr. 
and Mrs. Abrams with a gift from the tele- 
phone employees that will be much enjoyed 


in their new home at Seward. . Mr. and 
Mrs. W. L. Eckles, with Maxine and John 
of Nelson, Nebraska were recent visitors at 
our exchange. Mr. Eckles was formerly our 
area manager. Come again, folks. 
Wahoo Area 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 
As we write our news this month, we are 
in the midst of the worst sleet storm in years, 
everything being covered with at least an 
inch of ice. Only one Ashland circuit is 
working. ‘Three construction crews have 
been imported to help clear the trouble. 
Our Assistant Chief Operator, Mary 
Beaty, is convalescing at the Community 
Hospital after a major operation January 17. 
Mary, (better known as Mae), is doing fine 
and hopes to go home soon. We expect to 
see you back at work, Mae, with your usual 
amount of pep and vigor. 


General Offices and 
Central District 
Accounting and Engineering 


Departments 


Mary Boshart, Associate Editor 


Roy Galley can definitely be crowned the 
heartiest eater of the department. At a 
farewell buffet for M. W. Franklin, at which 
Mr. Devoe was host, it was told that Mr. 
Galley had layers of food stacked on his 
plate at least 6 inches deep. Where he put 
it still has the fellas wondering—and how 
did he ever manage to find space for Carl 
Ahl’s dessert? ? ? Then there’s Ruby Hahn 
who rented a car to take a group of friends 
to dinner at the Italian Village. After get- 
ting herself and her friends settled at a 
table she heard a voice on the loud speaker 
inquire for the individual that had caused 
a bottleneck by parking in the center of the 
parking lot. Imagine Ruby’s consternation 
when she suddenly realized she didn’t know 
the color of the car, the license number or 
where she had parked. Geraldine Wart 
holds the record of having fallen more often 
than anyone else in the department during 
this siege of ice and snow. We know of at 
least three times that her legs failed to 
hold her up, and once sure she thought she 
had ‘cracked her crown.’ . Carl Ahl is 
about to go “bugs.” Since receiving the 
microfilm machine he’s spent most of his 
time keeping the lenses free from lint, which, 
when magnified, look more like fishworms, 
caterpillars and other squirmy objects. . 
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Lorraine Hansen and her hubby are travel- 
ing about in a beautiful new Plymouth these 
days.... Mr. H. W. Cane has been installed 
as Worthy Patron of the Temple Chapter of 
the Order of the Eastern Star. . . . Again 
we are being bombarded with questions by 
those Kansas Citians who claim Kansas 
City weather was never like this. We’re re- 
ferring to the Auditors—Walt Sutton, Tom 
McVeigh and Gene Brown. 


Commercial Department 


Lincoln Business Office 
Betty Henson, Associate Editor 


Winter still prevails in these parts as we 
slide back and forth to work. But the 
weather didn’t stop a certain little gal in 
our office when she decided to elope and . 
become Mrs. Gerald Chapin, namely, Mar- 
guerite Kehling, on January 15th in Papil- 
lion, Nebraska. We extend our best wishes to 
the happy couple. The weather did delay a 
shower given Marguerite by Dolores Michael 
and Helen Johnson. The scheduled hour of 
the shower was to have been Thursday, Jan- 
uary 27th but due to the weather it was 
postponed until Saturday, January 29th. 


HE employees library, which is fast 

becoming a source of the latest and 
best books, both fiction and non-fiction. 
has added six new fiction books to its 
collection. They are “The Burnished 
Blade,” by Lawrence Schoonover; “I 
Capture the Castle,” by Dodie Smith; 
“The Hearth and Eagle,” by Amya 
Seton; “Elizabeth, Captive Princess,” 
by Margaret Irwin; “Southern Cross,” 
by Grigid Knight; and “Mary Wake- 
field,” by Mazo de la Roche. 

The library is located in Room 203 of 
the general office building and all em- 
ployees are urged to come in and browse 
around and check out any book that 
interests them. 


Gifts galore were presented to the blushing 
bride by girls from the office and everyone 
treked home full of good refreshments. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


As you all know our department was hit 
a mighty blow on January 10th when Messrs. 
Schmeltzer, Holcomb and Combs were in an 
automobile accident while returning to Lin- 
coln from an inspection trip to Shelby. We 
will be without the guidance of Schmeltzer 
and Holcomb for some months and believe 
me it’s going to be tough. They seem to 
be coming along pretty well and every day 
finds them a little better. Mr. Combs 
has returned to work but isn’t exactly what 
you'd call chipper yet. It was all a terrible 
catastrophe but we are certainly thankful it 
wasn’t worse than it was. We were 
thrown into another dither on January 23rd 
when the sleet storm hit us. Wouldn’t you 
know we'd have a sleet storm when we’re 
without both of our bosses? ... Next month 
everybody please wish for something good 
to happen to this poor construction depart- 
ment. Our luck can’t all be bad—the odds 
are against it. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Those enjoying vacations last month in- 


cluded E. J. Kalkwarf, A. Albers, D. L. 
Donoho, R. H. Fischer, E. E. Johnson, R. M. 
Merrill, L. R. Rhoades, A. B. Smith and 
J. W. Staberg. 


Supply Department 


Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


Robert E. Chamberlain is back in the 
warehouse, after a military leave of absence 
spent on what Uncle Sam’s Navy calls a 
“Minority Cruise.” Bob has done much 
traveling to far away places, but is glad to 
be home again and we are happy to have 
him back. The mumps scare in the 
Supply Office has subsided somewhat now 
that three weeks have lapsed since Clara 
Hannon discovered the swelling of her neck 
was more than just a sore throat. . . . Bob 
Donaldson is progressing satisfactorily fol- 
lowing his illness, but his return to work is 
still indefinite. Mr. Huddleston is out of 
the hospital and is now staying at the home 
of his sister at 1427 Peach Street, Lincoln, 
where he would be glad to hear from his 
friends. 


Traffic Department 


Lincoln Operating Dept. 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


Skating is good as we write and by this 
we don’t mean on the ponds only, but almost 


Service on the Double for Operation Snowbound 


When the Fifth Army moved in 
at the request of the Governor to 
bring relief to snow beleaguered 
Nebraskans in the western part of 
the state they needed lots of tele- 
phone service—and fast. They 
got it! 

The Company received an order 
for a switchboard at 3:30 Saturday 
afternoon to be installed at the Lin- 
coln headquarters of Operation 


Snowbound in the state Capitol 
building. At midnight the same day 
the board was installed and work- 
ing with 10 trunks and 20 stations 
in operation. 

Fortunately, a board was on hand 
to fill the requirements. Kent Eno. 
shop foreman, had it transported to 
the Capitol within an hour while 
Harry Gore, service engineer, was 
lining up the orders and number 
assignments. The instal- 
lation was done by the 
men in the accompany- 
ing picture who worked 
until 
They are 


straight through 
midnight. 
shown as they gathered 
materials for the job. 
Left to right, Wire Chief 
L. G. Saunders, James E. 
Smith, R. W. Swanson, 
G. E. Miller and Frank 


Kucera. 
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How We Stand! 


Orders held because of lack of 
facilities and telephones. 


September 1, 1948 .......-........ 580 
October 4d, 1948 cecil 699 
November 1, 1948 ............-.-- 867 
December 1, 1948 .........--..... 786 
Fanddry 1g 1949 ccuiccs ccs 615 
Pebruary 1, 1949 sesspccccsu teas 631 


STATION GAIN SINCE 
JANUARY 1, 1949 


Central District: 5. 5c0s ds ri 
Eastern: District... ci ccocens cae 58 
Southern District ...........222...... 81 
Western District .................. 105 
ME ONA Dg cpeciee tea acct cece eauanbes Bes 455 
Total Stations in 
Service 1-31-49 oo... 96.009 


anywhere. The going and coming to and 
from work has generally been very difficult 
and the transportation provided the traffic 
department during the storm period was 


much appreciated. . . . A dinner was given 
at the Y. W. C. A. for Mickey McCracken 
whose marriage to Harvey Robinson was an 
event of January 30. The dinner was fol- 
lowed by a shower given in the Telephone 
Club Room. A series of fire drills are 
being given the traffic department. 

“Operations Snowbound” kept everyone con- 
cerned with this Department more than busy 
during the recent emergency. . . . Scarcity 
of news, we’re charging to the storm and 
inability to get around. We hope for brighter 
weather with the next edition of the “News.” 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 
Jeanne Hueppelsheuser, Associate Editor 


Greetings from your new correspondent 
—no doubt one of the first volunteer asso- 
ciate editors for the General Traffic De- 
partment. Seriously though, we do have a 
bit of news every now and then. . . . Old 
man winter has been playing some pretty 
mean tricks on all of us, but Elsie Ander- 
son was the most unfortunate one so far. 
As she was hurrying along one noon (as 
only Elsie can do), both feet decided to 
go in opposite directions. Some spectators 
thought it was quite a funny sight with 
packages, arms and legs flying every which 
way. However, if you have noticed Elsie 
favoring one arm and limping slightly, you’ll 
know the outcome wasn’t such a riot. Care- 
ful, Elsie. We were all surprised the 
other day to see Bob Wohlberg wandering 
among the many desks and files in the Gen- 
eral Traffic Department with a completely 
“lost”? expression. However, he felt much 
relieved when his attention was called to 
the fact that the loose end of a ball of 
string located on his desk had attached 
itself to a button on his coat. You'll never 
get really lost that way Bob! ! 
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Southern District 


Wilma Stolzenburg, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 
Emma Lee King, Correspondent 

Myrna Neff has kept the road warm 
from here to Pawnee City the past three 
weeks to see her boyfriend who was a 
patient at the Pawnee City hospital. 
Remember the beautiful new green Chevy 
Frances Duryea of Dawson got a few months 
ago? Resulting from a hit and run horse, 
it now has a sad look. 


Beatrice Area 
Kathryn Brown, Correspondent 
The three little ladies struggling with 
toll phrases and abbreviations—we mean the 
new toll class consists of Shirley Higgens, 


. Jeanette Meyers and Barbara Hoyle. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 


Over the holidays, Clara Costello’s sister 
from Omaha visited her, while Lois Mahoney 
had her folks from Clay Center as guests. 

Hilda Ramsey entertained relatives 
from Los Angeles and Mercier, California. 

Goldie Thompson has quite a knack 
for drawing. A copy of her “Portrait of a 
Lady” would be worthy of an art exhibit. 

To interested readers, Mr. Ryan has 
given his dog an official title. “Gus” is the 
moniker attached to it. 


SUMMARY OF 
ANNUAL REPORT 


Made to the Department of Banking, State 
of Nebraska by the Lincoln Telephone Em- 
ployees Co-operative Credit Association of 
Lincoln, Nebraska, at the close of business 
December 31, 1948. 


RESOURCES 
Loans to Members. ....... yecsasventasonsnnastoroses $125,791.42 
Federal, State and Municipal Bonds 40,000.00 
Other Approved Investments............ 18,384.00 


Cash on Hand and Due from Banks 49,326.07 
Other Resources (Interest and 


Dividend Earned—(Not Collected).. 578.25 
PTE cs cisco ie tala aaoeripaanasmndemedatongee $234,079.74 
LIABILITIES 

Share Capital Paid in 

by Membels............:::ceccereeeeeee $ 36,271.88 
Deposits of Members. ............-..+ 190,719.53 
Guaranty Fund (Reserve for 

CONtiINBENCIES) — .......--.eeceeceeereeeeeseeeeeees 3,092.91 
Undivided Profits ............ wah cose etch tN 666.09 
Other Liabilities (Special Reserve 

$137.50. Interest Collected—Not 

Harned -$3;191.88) -<iecccccntctrninrnc tices 3,329.33 

eA: aiudaltsdndindaieehieen auos $234,079.74 


STATE OF NEBRASKA 
County of Lancaster 
We, the President, the Secretary or Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, and a majority of the Super- 
visory Committee of the Lincoln Telephone 
Employees Co-overative Credit Association of 
Lineoln, Nebraska, do solemnly swear that 
the foregoing statement of condition of the 
said association is true and correct, to the 
best of our knowledge and belief. 

I J. DEVOE 

H. W. POTTER 

F. M. STRASSER 

Supervisory Committee 
F. E. BEHM, President 
R. H. SPOHN, Secretary 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
21st day of January, 1949. 
S. F. BUSH, 
Notary Public. 


My commission expires December 18, 1954. 


Ss. 


Wilber Area 


Nona Brusnahan, operator at Friend, is 
spending her vacation visiting relatives in 
California. 


Western District 
Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 


Hastings Area 
Betty Hudson, Correspondent 

Among those engaged we may now add 
to the list Donnabelle Budler, Pat Jurgens- 
meier, Pat Ziegler, and Helen Simons. These 
girls are all sporting bright new diamonds. 
Congratulations! . Recent honoree at a 
bridal shower was Pat Jurgensmeier, who in- 
tends to leave for California to join her 
fiance who is now stationed there. The 
shower was given by her sister Irene Jur- 
gensmeier and Johanna Schiefelbein. ... 
New toll students for this month are Phyllis 
Wolkensdorfer, Lyla Klein, Helen Roberts, 
and Bonita Beiriger. Phyllis and Lyla are 
under the supervision of Audrey Ransom, 
and Bonita and Helen are being tutored 
by Gerry Paulson. Led by those girls 
who have aspirations of soon becoming 
“Mrs.” the lounge room is fast developing 
into a sewing center. Embroidery work ap- 
pears to be leading the field and many nice 
tea towels, pillow cases, and scarfs are in 
the process of being made. Among those 
who prefer knitting are Doris Bramble and 
Kathleen Glantz who are both knitting 
wool socks. Mrs. Brenneman, night oper- 
ator, definitely has the lead in the crochet- 
ing department. ... Donna Johnson is back 
to work after a leave of absence and it is 
very nice to see her back. Donna has been 
absent for some time now due to the fact 
that she lost her voice. Congratulations, 
Donna, no longer can we call you “Whisper- 
ing Hope.” Minnie Schlitt is back 
after a prolonged illness and it is very nice 
to have you back, Minnie. We hope you 
stay around for a long time now that you’re 
back because we missed you. 


Superior Area 


Maxine Chambers, Correspondent 


Helen Thorup and Wanda Davidson are 
wearing new diamonds. . . . LuEtta Hobel- 
man is planning to be married January 30, 
and is going to continue her work in the 
Commercial Department. Mr. Frank 
Kubat, area manager, spent the week of 


x TO-YOUR * 
RED CROSS 


—-oaft 15 tie 


January 3 in Omaha, serving on the Jury 
of the Federal District Court. . Joyce 
Davidson, traffic department, will have com- 
pleted her toll training the week ending 
January 22. Della Kvasnicka and 
Helen Thorup, traffic department, have been 
having tooth trouble of the “wisdom” vari- 
ety and Betty Webber and Helen Thorup 
are entertaining the flu. It looks as though 
you have been hit from all sides at the 
same time, doesn’t it, Helen? 


York-Osceola Area 
Helen Garner, Correspondent 


Doris Reed is on sick leave due to an 
appendectomy and she is coming along fine. 
We will be glad to have her back with us 
just as soon as she is able to return. 
Lucky us! We have a new candy bar 
machine in the Traffic Department now. 
That suits us all just fine. We wish to 
thank whoever is responsible. 


WINTER BLITZ 
(Continued from Page 5) 


cold weather with additional damage 
the result. However, nearly half of the 
toll circuits out of service were restored 
the day following the blizzard and either 
temporary direct service or alternate 
route service was established to all major 
toll centers within three days. Restora- 
tion of rural service required up to ten 
days following the second storm. 

Local traffic in many exchanges rose 
sharply during and following the heavy 
snow fall. The Lincoln traffic load hit 
an all time high with calls running from 
80% to 100% above normal. Master 
switches in some instances became so 
hot from continuous use that they had 
to be operated manually. In many cases 
customers encountered a busy signal 
after dialing the first digit and calls to 
the local service board during one 24 
hour period ran over 1,000, an all time 
record. 

A number of unusual circumstances 
resulted from the storm. A Union 
Pacific train ran through a twenty wire 
lead a few miles north of Brainard after 
the heavy ice load had caused the wires 
on the 40 foot poles to sag. At Dwight 
the village water tank froze and a crew 
of men from a York company drilled 
through 55 feet of solid ice in the tower. 
For a time the town was without water, 
power and telephone service. Telephone 
service was disrupted when the power 
failed and telephone repairmen brought 
in a portable generator over nearly im- 
passable roads. Temporary generators 
also had to be installed at a number of 
other communities due to power failures. 
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DOROTHY LEFLER 

GOT TANGLED UP WITH THE NEW 
SELF-SERVE CREAM DISPENSER IN JHE 
CAFETERIA . ~ GOT HER CUP INTHE 
WRONG PLACE To CATCH THE SQUIRT 
AND IT SPAT(ERED ALL OVER THEE 
FRONT OF DOTS DRESS. 


HAVE A FEELING THA 
I'VE FORGOTTEN 
SOMETHING ! 


ET WEARING LOW-HEEL 
SHOES... THE OTHER 


Zz 
as | 
THE MONTHS 
SBM RINCIES PANTS 66 ones WHIch BELONGED To 
HIS BEST BUSINESS SUIT. THEY WERE THE ONLY STORM CASUALTY IN 
: THE EASTERN DISTRICT. THEY DEPARTED THIS LIFE WHILE MAC WAS 
SN MP) || IRVING 10 PUSH HIS CAR THROUGH H DRIFT WHICH BLOCKED THe 
1 a ea) \ | ENTRANCE To HIS GARAGE. 


TRE WELL KNOWN B.C. BURDEN HAS BEEN t 
BUYING SOME WAR SYRPLUS MATERIALS @& 

AND EVIDENTLY DROVE HIS USUAL HARD 
BARGAIN WITH THE GOVERNMENT AGENCY, 
FOR HE RECEIVED 4 LETIER FROM THEM 
ADDRESSED 10 “MR B.C.BURSTEIN.’ 
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LOCOMOTION~ AND FINALLY DECIDED 
THAT SHE HAD FORGOTTEN To TAKE 
OUT THE SPOOLS WHEN SHE SWITCHED 
TO HIGH-HEEL SHOES. 
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tt PHYLLIS JONES WHS TRANSFERRED 
FROM OPERATOR AT LINCOLN To CLERK 
IN THE BUSINESS OFFICE. ON THEY 
FIRST DAY AT HER NEW JOB, SHE 
WENT STRAIGHT 10 THE THIRD FLOOR 
LOCKER ROOM, GOT OUT HER OLD 
HEADSET, PUT IT ON AND FOLLOWED 
NE EIGHT OCLOCK GRouP OF 
OPERATORS 10 THE SWITCHBOARD 
BEFORE COMING To HER SENSES. 
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ARTIS BOWEN AND MAXINE MERADITH, YORK, 
GOT INTO A “HELP YOURSELF ELEVATOR ONE 
RECENT DAY AND PUSHED THE BUTION FOR 
THE BASEMENT. BEFORE THEY COULD GET 
THE DOOR OPEN AND GET OUT, THE ELEVATOR 
ZOOMED UP To SECOND, BACK TO THE- 
BASEMENT AND THEN TOTHE MAIN FLOOR . 
HE GIRLS, WHO WERE SCREAMING BLOODY 
MURDER BY THIS TIME , MANAGED To ESCAPE 
AND FIND THE CAUSE OF THEIR TROUBLE To 
BE A SMALL BOF, PLAYING WITH THE PRETT¢ 
BUTTONS OF THE CONTROL SWITCH. 


< . 


=> : y= _———— 
RALPH WAIT GOT CAUGHT IN THE HASTINGS HOUSING 
SITUATION BUT MANAGED 10 FIND SHELTER JUST 
BEFORE WINTER SET IN. .HE DIDN'T KNOW, UNTIL 
THE COLD WAVE STRUCK , THAT THE WIND SWEPT 
THROUGH THE HOUSE STRONG ENOUGH To BLOW # 
HANS HAT OFF. 50 WHEN RALPH PREPARES 
FOR BED HE RESEMBLES AN ARCTIC PARA - 
TROOPER IN LAYERS OF SWEAT SHIRTS FLEECE 
LINED LONGIES, FLANNEL PAJAMAS, WOOL SOCKS, 
STOCKING CAP AND HOT WATER BOTTLE... . 


SS Om &, IT WORKS 
| BEAUTIFULLY 
1 DOESN'T IT ? 
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Fe VIDLOCK ACCOUNTING, PLAYED IT SAFE AND STILL HAD 
FUN ON THAT IC¥ MONDAY. SHE MADE HER WAY To WORK. 
BY SLIDING FROM ONE PARKING METER 10 ANOTHER, SAILING 
INTO A LAMP POST NOW AND THEN FOR ADDITIONHL SuPPORT, 

l ] 


BETTER THAN 
| EXPECTED | 


eA HAHHH. 


THERE SHOULD BE AN EASIER WAY Yo DIG 
A HOLE THROUGH FROZEN GROUND THA 
a BANJO SHI Gonna, (| GETS A BIT ABSENT MINDED Tile OTHER DAY HE 
FLECK , HASTINGS , THOUGHT $0 100, ee H aie ae see WG y= , 
AND MAY HAVE BEEN ON THE VERGE }| LINCOLN, SEALED IT IN ONE OF THOSE BL 
OF DISCOVERY WHEN TOM eaees “CONFIDENTIAL ENVELOPES, ADDRESSED IT i PERFECT HOSTESSES ARE FRANCES HARMON 


on : 
WHEN CHARLIE MESHIERS TEMPER FLARES UP HE 
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DEAN HOBSON CAME IN FROM] AN INLOADING JOB AND 
HAD JUST SLIPPED OFF HIS COVERALLS IN THE WAREHOUSE 
OFFICE 10 CHANGE INTO HI‘OFFICE CLOTHES: 

AT THAT MOMENT CAME THE UNMISTAKABLE SOUND OF 
APPROACHING FEMININE VOICES. DEAN HAD ONLY 


AND CLARK. WYMORE CAME ON-HE {1 7'C.B.MESHIER BEATRICE” AND DROPPED IT || AND PEARL O'HEHIR. , LINCOLN: ROOM 3O4-. 
SCENE . GEORGE AND HI HELPER \T ITH MAL BOK .. DAY LATER Tus | | AMONE UITIA PlD-UP INSURANCE POLICE 

fo THAW OUT THE DEEP FROST So mey || BACK ON Hl6 DESK WITH A POSTAGE DIE ARIE JACKSON DROMRED IN THE OTHER DAY 
COULD RESET A BROKEN POLE.. tre || STIMP INTHE CORWER.. CHARLIE OPENED THELETIER | ) Ant et ce Leth NER 70 THE GUEST CHAIR 
{ilo CONSTRUCTION MEN STOPPED to |} AND WHS ROCKED BACK ON HIG HEELS BF THE || Mh re Cu tae CoMeoprdaly SEATED, 
SCOFF AT THE INVENTOR , AND SCATHING MESOAGE. HE GOTO MAD THAT RE | | | gic BLACKBOARD TORE ITSELF AWAY FROM 


THEN DUG H HOLE FoR HIM SAT RIGHT DOWN AIND WROTE HIMSELF SCORCH} | ie act GeuIND HER AND CRASHED DOWN || TIME TO RUSH 70 HE TALL WINDOW WHERE. STANDING 

WHILE. GEORGE WAS LOOKING FoR | ae tt ee COON || Od Too eA Heer LEA TO Un Ur ose AEHANGED REPRE UL MG 
FOR HIS FIRE. USHIONED 1H TORS - WHO WERE HAPPILY NONE. Tie. | 

ieee a AD INFINITUM : TORS ABOUT BOOBY LeAPS AND “GINS. WISER OF HIS PANTSLESS PLIGHT 
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MARCH 


The new general office of the supply department. Left to right, fi : 
row, Rolland Winders and Clara Hannon; third row, Doris Reriz, a BO id ele Charles Hansen and Anne Rau; second 


Peters; fifth row, L. A. Stacy and Elsie Gill. 


tes Supply Department folks know 
what you mean when you talk about 
growing pains. Office functions have 
been greatly accelerated since the War 
and the department with its larger 
staff and expanded files simply had to 
have more room. 

The northwest section of the second 
floor of the building at 21st and L in 
Lincoln was accordingly remodeled to 
provide 1400 square feet of floor space 
as compared with the former 600. The 
new offices are pictured on this page. 
Not shown is a private office used by 
the department's buyers in transacting 
business with representatives of manu- 
facturers and selling companies. We're 
told everything is completed except for 


Ruth Marrow and Helen Kehling; 


The new offices are air conditioned and have fluorescent lighting throughout. 


a paint job in the reception room. 
Here are some of the reasons for the 
additional space. During the war pur- 
chases amounted to about one-half 
million dollars annually. Since V-J Day 
they have jumped to one and one-half 
million. Much of that, of course, re- 
flects price increases but principally it 
is because of greater volume of pur- 
chases of everything from lead pen- 
cils to eight ton trucks. Employees 
have increased from 10 to 18, includ- 
ing three garage office people who 
moved up from the first floor. Motor 
vehicles operated out of Lincoln, inci- 
dentally, have jumped from 51 at the 
end of the War to 90 today. The total 
fleet of cars and trucks numbers 200. 


New Supply Bepartment Offices 


Part of the remodeling project pro- 
vided for a new air conditioning system 
and four units now provide air condi- 
tioning for the entire second floor of 
the building, except for storage rooms. 
This includes the supply and construc- 
tion department offices, the shop, mens’ 
club room and ladies’ lounge. Formerly, 
the shop and club room were not air 
conditioned. 


Above, Fred Strasser, supervisor of sup- 
Plies, looks up from his desk in his new 
office. 


Lefi, the reception room of the depariment. 
Visitors are greeted by Mary Eis, steno- 
grapher, left, and Florence Tatman, secre- 
tary, right, 


fourth row, Ernie Royce and Patricia 
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February Party Honors 
Pugsley and Moss 


HE Lincoln service and construction 
departments held a joint party in 
the general office club room on Sat- 
urday, February 12, to do honors to 


J. Pugsley Harry Moss 


Jay Pugsley and Harry Moss, whose 
retirement dates so nearly coincided 
that a combined observance of. their 
leavetaking from active service was 
sponsored by the club room committee. 


Unfortunately, a blizzard struck that 
evening piling more snow over the deep 
blanket that was already on the ground. 
A large number of people who planned 
to be at the party were prompted to 
remain safely at home while others 
found the streets drifted and blocked 
when they attempted to drive down 
town. This explains the absence of 
pictures. The cameraman was one of 
the latter group. 

Those who were able to reach the 
center of festivities reported that a 
fine time was had by all. Card games 
and sports movies occupied the recrea- 
tional hour. Both Mr. Moss and Mr. 
Pugsley received traveling cases as gifts 
from members of their respective de- 
partments. F. E. Behm, general plant 
superintendent, made the presentations. 
A. S. Keckler, Pioneer membership 
chairman, represented that organiza- 
tion in handing to each honored guest 
a certificate of life membership. 

The service record of Mr. Moss was 
reviewed in last month’s NEWS. Mr. 
Pugsley’s telephone experience spans 
almost half a century. He began as a 
boy telephone operator at Woodbine, 
Iowa, in 1901. 1905 found him with 
the Home Telephone Company at Los 
Angeles, one of the earliest users of 
dial service. In November, 1906, he 
came to the Lincoln Telephone Com- 
pany as a shopman and was made an 
inspector in August 1908. 


From 1909 to 1911 he was with the 
Crawford County Telephone Co., at 
Dennison, Iowa, but he was back with 
our Company as chief installer in 
March 1912. He rose to district plant 
chief, with headquarters at Beatrice in 
January, 1914. Six years later he re- 
signed to enter the automobile business. 

In March, 1924, he reappeared in 


the telephone family as combination- 
man at Lincoln and was promoted to 
toll wire chief in January, 1926. He 
became plant methods supervisor in 
October, 1931, and was named Lincoln 
wire chief in January 1934. His retire- 
ment dates from March 1, 1949. 

Mr. Pugsley is Past President of the 
Frank H. Woods Chapter, Independent 


Telephone Pioneer Association. 


Co-ops Extend Thanks Yo First President 


When the Lincoln Telephone Em- 
ployees Co-operative Credit Association 
was founded almost 13 years ago, F. E. 
Behm was elected as its president and 
at every annual meeting since that time 
he has been re-elected with enthusiastic 
acclaim. Under his guidance the organ- 
ization has grown from a small and 
precarious beginning to its present solid 
footing. Its influence and benefits are 
felt by hundreds of telephone people. 

When “F. E.” announced that he 
would not be a candidate in this year’s 
election, a committee was appointed to 
draft a resolution to acknowledge the 
gratitude of the Association for his 
long and valuable tenure of office. This 
was prepared and presented to Mr. 
Behm by George Walroth, chairman 
of the special committee, in a gathering 
attended by other officers and members 
of the credit association. The resolu- 
tion was handlettered, and read as fol- 
lows: 


was et 
Tate s eerie tecorer 


WHEREAS, F. E. Behm was elected 
as the first President of the Lincoln 
Telephone Employees Co-Operative 
Credit Association on May 29, 1936, and 
served that office faithfully and well 
until January 1, 1949, at which time 
he tendered his resignation, and 


WHEREAS, under his leadership the 
Association has made a_ continuous 
growth, until today it has resources in 
excess of a quarter of a million dollars 
and has in many, many instances been 
of a real service to its members in 
solving their financial problems, and 


WHEREAS, we wish to express our 
appreciation of the loyal and efficient 
service rendered to the Association by 
him during the 12 years and 7 months 
which he served as its president, 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that 
the members of this Association do 
hereby extend to him a sincere vote of 
thanks for his splendid leadership and 
that a copy of this resolution be pre- 
sented to him. 


George Walroth, resolutions committee chairman, presents F. E, Behm with a hand 
lettered resolution in which the organization expressed its appreciation for his efforts 
in behalf of the association as its first president. Witnessing the presentation are Merle 
Hale, retiring vice-president; L. A. Stacy, vice-president; A. B. Smith, president; R. H. 
Spohn, secretary; J. L. Lyne, treasurer;Myrtle Smith, bookkeeper; and Guy Seaton, 


personnel director. 
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Supervisory Promotions and Transfers 


L. G. Saunders 


Ralph Connors 


dias month of February brought four 

men to new supervisory positions in 
the central and eastern districts. At 
Lincoln L. G. Saunders became wire 
chief and Ralph Connors assistant wire 
chief following the retirement of Jay 
Pugsley as wire chief. E. A. Ernst was 
named wire chief at Nebraska City and 


Elmer Neujahr was appointed manager 
at Syracuse. 


Mr. Saunders was promoted to wire 
chief from the position of assistant wire 
chief which he has held since 1941 and 
we're sure anyone who has worked 
with “Pep” will agree that the right 
man was picked for the job. This year 
he will have completed 31 years of 
service with the Company, all of which 
have been served at Lincoln. He was 
employed as a rackman in 1918 and 
held the positions of switchman and 
combinationman before being named 
assistant wire chief in 1941. As wire 
chief he will supervise local plant oper- 
ations of the Company in the central 
district. He is active in fraternal cir- 
cles and last year was master of Col- 
lege View Lodge No. 320, A. F. & 
A. M. 


Succeeding to the position of assist- 
ant wire chief at Lincoln is Ralph Con- 
nors, formerly wire chief at Nebraska 
City. Mr. Connors also has a fine rec- 
ord with the Company. He was em- 
ployed in 1925 as a shopman in Lincoln 
and worked there during his first ten 
years. In 1937 he moved to York and 
became assistant area manager at David 
City in 1939. He moved to Nebraska 
City in 1940 where he was chief test- 
man until 1942 when he was advanced 
to wire chief. He has been an active 
worker in Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce activities and is a past state di- 
rector of that organization. While at 


E, A. Ernst Elmer Neujahr 


Nebraska City he organized and di- 
rected the community soft ball league 
with much success. He is a member of 
the Elks Lodge in that city. 


We doubt if any manager has done 
a better job of cementing friendships 
and promoting good customer relations 
through his interest and activities in 
community affairs than Ed Ernst. The 
list of offices he has held and commit- 
tees on which he has served during his 
five years as manager at Syracuse 
would no doubt fill this column. Par- 
tially in deference to Ed’s wishes we 
won't attempt to enumerate them. 
However, some of the important ones 
include president of the Chamber of 
Commerce, president of the Lions Club 
and president of the School Board. He 
is also active in fraternal affairs and is 
a member of the Masonic Lodge and 
York Rite at Auburn and Sesostris 
Temple of the Shrine at Lincoln. He 
was associated with the Continental 
Telephone Company at Columbus be- 
fore joining our Company in 1928 as 
a lineman in the construction depart- 
ment. In 1933 he went to Auburn as 
a combinationman and became manager 
at Syracuse in 1944. His promotion to 
wire chief in the area office at Ne- 
braska City is well deserved. 


Elmer Neujahr, combinationman at 
Wahoo, was selected for promotion to 
fill the position of manager at Syra- 
cuse because of his knowledge and ex- 
perience in both plant and commercial 
functions and because of his excellent 
record as a reliable and industrious 
worker. His first job with the Com- 
pany was in 1926 with the Construc- 
tion department. He transferred his in- 
terest to the Citizens Telephone Com- 
pany at Malmo in 1934 and _ served 
there as manager for eight years until 
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1942 when he rejoined our Company as 
combinationman at Wahoo. He has 
held that position until his present as- 
signment. He has taken much interest 
in fraternal and community affairs at 
Wahoo where he is a member of the 
country club and a past master of 
Wahoo Lodge No. 59, A. F. & A.M. 

Messrs. Saunders, Connors and 
Ernst are members of the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter of the Independent 
Telephone Pioneer Association. Mr. 
Neujahr still has a few years to go for 
eligibility. 


Annual Stockholders Meeting 


HE annual meeting of the Com- 

pany’s stockholders was held Febru 
ary 1 in Lincoln. The stockholders re- 
elected as officers Frank H. Woods, 
chairman of the board; Thomas C. 
Woods, Sr., president and H. W. Pot- 
ter, secretary and treasurer. B. I. Noble 
was elected as vice-president. Re-ap- 
pointed as heads of the operating de- 
partments were Merle M. Hale, general 
commercial superintendent; F. E. Behm, 
general plant superintendent; C. C. 
Donley, general traffic superintendent; 
I. J. Devoe, general auditor and H. H. 
Wheeler, Jr., chief engineer. The Com- 


pany’s 13 directors were re-elected. 


Millie Beal Dies 
Mrs. Millie Beal, who served for 


many years as chief operator at Edgar, 
died at her home in Yakima, Washing: 
ton, on Tuesday, February 1. She re- 
tired on pension on 
November 1, 1934 
and moved to 
Washington in 
1936. Her surviv 
ors include a 
daughter and grand- 
son, both of Yak- 


ima. 


Mrs. Beal began 
her telephone Ca- 
reer with the Edgar 
Home Telephone Company as_night- 
operator in December, 1908. When the 
Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany purchased the Edgar properties in 
1916, Mrs. Beal remained with the or- 
ganization and within a month was ap- 
pointed chief operator. She held this 
position until the time of her retire 
ment. 


Millie Beal 


Nice Letters From Customers 

EW things bring more real satisfac- 

tion and pleasure than words of 
thanks and appreciation for good serv- 
ice or work well done. Two of our 
good customers, the Fairbury Windmill 
Company of Fairbury and the National 
Bank of Commerce of Lincoln, were 
thoughtful enough last month to write 
such expressions of appreciation. 

Morris Speir, general manager of the 
Fairbury company, wrote Area Man- 
ager Tom Longdon as follows: 

“During 1948 a great number of calls 
have been sent out and received by you 
and your employees in our behalf, and 
it can mean but one thing—splendid 
management. 


“Your operators have been courteous 
and very pleasant, and connections have 
been prompt, whether a call was placed 
to Endicott or to New York. 

“Your service department has been 
functioning like a fire department. If 
we have a little mechanical trouble, our 
Operator calls Mr. Gear and within a 
very short time one of your able men 
appears and pleasantly takes care of 
us. 


“Now that kind of service cannot be 
excelled, and while all subscribers ex- 
pect it, we want to do the unusual and 
acknowledge it and say with pride that 
we are happy to pay our bills to you, 
because we get our money’s worth.” 

A nice compliment for Mary Ormand 
of Lincoln traffic (incidentally, our 
very capable associate editor too) was 
included in a letter written to Vice- 
President B. I. Noble by Byron Dunn, 
president of the National Bank of Com- 
merce at Lincoln. Mr. Dunn addressed 
us as follows: 

“This is to tell you of an unusual 
good service I received from one of 
your long distance operators, Mary Or- 
mand. In fact several of your long 
distance operators worked on the call 
when I was trying to reach Carl Ganz 
in Texas so I could complete a trans- 
action before he flew home. They 
started on the call in the evening and 
stayed right with it and gave service 
way beyond the line of duty in order 
to complete it. 

“T wanted you and your associates 
to know this and to know that this 
saved us an extra trip to Texas. Thanks 
a million.” 


New COE Gathers No Dust 


MPLOYEES who occupy the firing 


line at the commercial counter, and 
those others who are called on to ex- 
plain the heid-order situation to pros- 
pective customers have reason to re- 
joice at the sight of several units of 
new equipment being readied for serv- 
ice in the 2 and 5 offices at Lincoln. 
While the equipment shortage will still 
be with us, perhaps for a long time to 
come, the boards now being installed 
will have a far reaching effect in allevi- 
ating some of the more critical situa- 
tions and removing a part of the pres- 
sure from the citizens on the waiting 
list. 

Present installations constitute an 
important part of the 1949 program at 
Lincoln which calls for the addition of 
a total of 2,560 lines, enough to serve 
3.640 customers if used to maximum 
capacity. This will be 820 more lines 
than were installed during the preced- 
ing three years when 1,740 lines (max- 
imum capacity of 2,550 customers) 
were placed in service. 

The equipment now being installed 
includes the 2-80 to 2-84 unit of 500 
lines; the 5-30 to 5-58 two-party 
board of 500 lines; the 2-85 rotary PBX 
board; two secondary line switch units 


and two bays of Ist, 2nd and 3rd selec- 
tors. Del Gilmore is in general charge 
of the installation, with his lieutenant, 
Howard Stroup tying in the details. 
The balance of the crew include O. G. 
Hoffman, W. E. Berkland, B. L. Her- 
zog, Clem Bottorff, R. M. Drake, R. H. 
Smith, I. Hellerich, Jack Donley and 
D. W. Jennings. 

We're told that through the coordin- 
ated planning of the Engineering De- 
partment and the fine efforts of the 
installation crews the new equipment 
has little time to gather dust between 
the time it arrives and the date it is cut 
into service. Old hands in the switch- 
room department and younger men as- 
signed to this field for training work 
together to bring this about. 

A case in point is a new board re- 
cently installed at 6 office where the 
need for additional facilities has long 
been at the critical stage. This board 
was set up and wired-in on a temporary 
basis in less than two days by a group 
composed of Warren Shuck, Jack Don- 
ley, Bob Stall and Milton Metcalf. 
This is considered to be quite a feat, 
almost an item for Ripley, by Howard 
Smith and his boys. We are certainly 
willing to accept their decision in the 
matter, 
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The boys in the Lincoln switchroom get new switches working almost before the 


wrapping paper can be torn off of the units. 


Del Gilmore doesn’t look unhappy as he looks 


over some blue prints preparatory to getting the new equipment in working order. The 
subscribers on the ‘waiting list’’ that we will now be able to serve with the new switches 
probably won't be exactly unhappy when they get their new telephones either. 
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Wanek Misses 300 
By One Mean Pin 


A single pin that weaved drunkenly 
about the alley, leaned far to the 
left, then to the right, and fimally 
settled back on its base with an air of 
grim finality,—a single obstinate pin 
stood between Bedric Wanek and 


Wanek demonstrates the form and follow 
through that makes him a perennial head- 
ache for opposing teams and one of the 
League’s leading bowlers. 


Bowling’s Hall of Fame in one of his 
games at Rosewilde Alleys on the night 
of February 22. 

Bedric opened the game with eight 
straight strikes. His ninth ball was right 
on the beam and hooked into the 1-3 
pocket with a resounding crash: It was 
here that he got “tapped’’—as bowlers 
say. The pin, by all the laws governing 
equilibrium, center of gravity and sim- 
ple justice, should have been swept 
back into the pit with its nine brethren. 
Instead, it regained its balance. Bedric 
got it with his second ball for a spare, 
and struck three times in the tenth 
frame for a score of 279, 

Had the pin fallen over it would have 
given Mr. Wanek a perfect game of 
300; the dream of every bowler. By 
his effort he ties with Elmer Dougherty 
for the highest game rolled by a tele- 
phone employee since the record book 
has been kept. Elmer got his 279 two 
years ago by putting a spare on either 
end of a row of nine strikes. Asa 
Waters used eleven strikes to compile a 


game of 268 three years ago, while in 
1942, Clyde Boyles had eight “turkey 
tracks” to top the telephone league 
with a 265 game. 


Don't Spread This 


Around, Bub 
LITTLE more information has 


+4 trickled out of the several Pioneer 
committee meetings which have been 
held since the last issue of the “News.” 
Last month we scored a mild scoop in 
being first to announce that the Chap- 
ter dignitaries were working out plans 
to put on a banquet this spring, the 
likes of which have never been dreamed 
of. The meetings we speak of are 
headed by Social Chairman Waldo Mc- 
Dowell, and are closed affairs—doubly 
so to representatives of this magazine. 

Mr. McDowell seems to have the 


notion that we tell everything we know 
(where he got that idea we can't 
imagine), and if he wants to keep part 
of his program as a surprise to the 
banquet audience he should muzzle the 
local press. Apparently he hasn’t heard 
of all four freedoms. 


Our reporter did get into one of the 
meetings by a rather clever subter- 
fuge but was thrown out even before 
the reading of the minutes. They now 
collect pass-words. No one had told us 
about that. Whatever the Pioneers are 
planning to unveil at the banquet is 
still a deep mystery—but this much we 
have found out (this will kill McDow- 
ell) the date has been set for Friday, 
May 6, and the place will be the Lin- 
coln Hotel. The Chapter has rented 
the big ballroom for the occasion, so 
whatever they have in mind must re- 
guire a lot of elbow room. 


Operators’ Quick Action Averts 
Tvagedy in Beatrice 


ff cece isn't much question that a 
Beatrice subscriber owes his life to 
the quick and effective action last 
month of two Beatrice telephone oper- 
ators, Louise Schmidt, senior assistant 
chief operator, and Lela Watson, chief 
Operator. 


Lela Watson Louise Schmidt 


Miss Schmidt received a call while 
at the switchboard one day recently 
and although the response to her ““Num- 
ber Please’» was mumbled in an almost 
unintelligible manner she thought she 
distinguished a cry for help. With Miss 
Watson's aid she traced the number 
and address and called a neighbor but 
found only children at home. The po- 
lice were then dispatched to the address 
and after forcing an entrance they 
found the husband in critical condition 
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as a result of a hemorrhage. He was 
rushed to a hospital where his condi- 
tion is now much improved. 

It was learned that the wife, although 
herself an invalid with paralysis which 
has resulted also in impaired speech, 
had managed to crawl to the telephone 
and gasp out the call for help when her 
husband was taken suddenly ill. 

In relating the incident, C. C. Donley, 
general traffic superintendent, com- 
mented, “I am sure we all congratu- 
late Miss Schmidt and admire her alert- 
ness in recognizing the summons for aid 
from the subscriber. No doubt she was 
very much occupied in handling traffic 
at the time, and it would have been so 
easy to have dismissed the call as one of 
no conseguence. It is fortunate for all 
concerned that telephone operators gen- 
erally appreciate that an incoming sig- 
nal may be a call for help and are espe- 
cially careful to see that such a sum- 
mons does not go unanswered. Both 
Miss Watson and Miss Schmidt are to 
be commended for insuring help to 
these people in distress by the thorough- 
ness with which they handled the situa- 
tion. Their greatest satisfaction, of 
course, comes from the knowledge that 
they were able to help when help was 
badly needed.” 


We Wuz Robbed 


We've heard this expression used at 
Company athletic events when the 
score came out the wrong way, but 
this time it’s the real Macoy. We 
really were robbed. 


It happened February 24 at Friend 
between the closing of the office at 
5:00 P. M., and opening time the next 
morning at 8:45. Thieves made away 
with $18.60 by prying open the cash 
box and left or overlooked $31.00 in 
checks and over a dollar in small 
change, according to a count made by 
Manager E. M. Massie. 

The office was moved the first part 
of February from the second to the 
first floor of the First National Bank 
building to make the location more con- 
venient for customers and to provide 
additional space for the installation of 
dial switching equipment. The outside 
door of the building is unlocked at all 
times and the prowlers apparently 
gained entrance to the inside door to 
the telephone office by a skeleton key 
or pass key. Hotilda Eurich, cashier at 
Friend, found the door locked when she 
came to work the following morning 


-and windows were also locked. John 


Tesar, sheriff of Saline County, is in- 
vestigating the theft. 


New Organization Heads 


frROM recent items in the press we 
learn of the election of two em- 

ployees as the heads of local and state 

Organizations respectively. 

Ben Docekal, combinationman at 
David City, was elected as -president of 
the Brainard Commercial Club at the 
annual election of officers of that or- 
Yanization, We should explain that Ben 
is a commuter, making his home at 
Brainard but working out of David 
City. 

Merle M. Hale, general commercial 
superintendent, was chosen president 
of the state society, Sons of the Amert- 
can Revolution, at the annual meeting 


held February 22 at Omaha. 


Thirteen per cent of all local tele- 
phone calls resulting in a “don't an- 
swer” are answered after the calling 
party has hung up—cither because the 
calling party didn’t wait long enough 
or the called party was slow in an- 


swering. 


Cable Spinning at Nebraska City 


Another step in the evolu- 
tion of aerial cable construc- 
tion methods has taken place 
in the last few years with 
the development of the 
cable spinner. Old-timers of 
the business were skeptical 
at first of the innovation, 
but most of them have now 
become its firm supporters. 
The machine is pulled along 
the messenger as the cable is 
strung into place and auto- 
matically lashes them firmly 
together. Linemen no long- 
er ride the strand between 
poles, but are obliged to 
climb up to lift the spinner 
around each pole. 


These pictures were taken 
when the new farm cable 
was placed south of Nebras- 
ka City last fall. The cable 
extends five miles out of 
town to the Paul corner. 


Photos were furnished 
through the courtesy of the 
Nebraska City News-Press. 


Area Manager Ojers at left is becoming a spinner convert as he lends a critical eye 
to its performance. Louis Ottnat, lineman, and R. C. Boling, construction foreman, are 


adjusting the spinner. 
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Dale Weaver and Louis Ottnat, construction depart- 


ment, have just lifted the spinner past a pole. 
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The marriage of Leonard Reed of the 
York Plant Department and Shirley Holoch 
of York was solemnized on January 18 at 


the Presbyterian Church in York. The 


couple will reside in York. 


LuEtta Hobelman, clerk at Superior, be- 
came the bride of Harold A. Braun of Su- 
Perior on January 30 at the Centennial 
Lutheran Church in Superior. Mrs. Braun 
will continue her work and the couple will 
reside in Superior. 


Belva Keithly, commercial clerk at Auburn 
was married to Chester Curttright on Janu- 
ary 30 in Nemaha. The couple wil reside 
in Auburn and Mrs. Curttright will con- 
tinue her work. 


The marriage of Norma Jean Whittaker of 
the Beatrice Commercial Department and 
Franklin Rutan of Wymore took place on 
February 26 at the Presbyterian Church in 
Wymore. The couple will reside in Blue 
Springs and Mrs. Rutan will continue her 
work. 


Shirley Frey of the Beatrice Traffic De- 
partment and Elton Searcey of Liberty were 
united in marriage on February 10 at Marys- 


ville, Kansas. Mrs. Searcey will continue her 
work, _ € 


Dorothy Ann Adkisson of the Lincoln 
Traffic Department and Kenneth E. Wim- 
mer were married on February 20 at Grace 
Methodist Chapel. Mrs. Wimmer is con- 
tinuing her work. 


Marjorie Grissom, operator at Fairbury, 
became the bride of Elmo Scheuler on Jan- 
uary 29 at the Catholic Church in Fairbury. 
Mrs. Scheuler will continue her work. 


Angelyn Docekal of the Wahoo Traffic 
Department became the bride of Joseph 
Pallat of Wahoo on February 8 at St. 
Wenceslaus Catholic Church in Wahoo. Mrs. 
Pallat is continuing her work. 


Norma Hock of the Fairbury Traffic De- 
partment and Dallas Fisbeck were united in 
marriage on February 22 at the Grace 
Lutheran Church in Fairbury. Mrs. Fisbeck 
will continue her work. 


The marriage of Delores Lang of the 
Humboldt Traffic Department and Donald 
Asa of Humboldt was solemnized on Janu- 
ary 30 at the residence of Dr. Harlan Heim. 
Mrs. Asa will continue her work. 


Barbara Hoyle of the Beatrice Traffic 
Department and Carl Weise were united in 
marriage on January 30. Mrs. Weise will 
continue her work. 

February 12, 1949, at St. James Methodist 
Church in Lincoln Vera Wolfe became the 
bride of Don D. Smith, Construction De- 


partment. 


Better Secretarial Service 
On the Program 
SECRETARIAL service in Lincoln is 

about to have its housing problem 
solved. For several years now it has 
been living in cramped and outdated 
quarters on a side street, and none too 
happy with some of the accommoda- 
tions. When the service was first in- 
stituted, it occupied two positions of 
the toll board and was set up in pretty 
fine fashion, with lamp supervision and 
all such 20th century trappings. When 
the war time pressure for additional 
toll facilities started- to make itself felt, 
secretarial service was engineered off 
the board to make room for the more 
important order of business. It was 
transferred to a not too new, but serv- 
iceable, two position magneto switch- 
board. This board was lacking both in 
capacity as well as in certain advantage- 
ous features of operation. It has been 
scheduled for replacement since the day 
it was cut into service. 

The new board is a_ three-position 
Kellogg, equipped with 300 working 
lines, with capacity for an additional 


300 lines. The work of wiring it for 
conversion is exacting, and has required 
considerable engineering, as it involves 
several factors not ordinarily encoun- 
tered in the usual type board replace- 
ment. Ivan Paddack is in charge of this 
part of the task, receiving capable as- 
sistance from Warren Shuck, Ed Dulin 
and O. G. Hoffman. 


The board will be ready for service 
in a matter of weeks. The cutover will 
be made, a section at a time, during the 
course of several nights. It has been 
provided with an excess loop of cable, 
30 feet in length to allow for its easy 
removal to another location should 
other positions be added to the toll 
board. 


A petition was filed recently with 
the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion requesting that the Bell System 
be required to make “call indicator” 
service available. Telephones would 
be equipped with a lamp which would 
serve as a visual signal to indicate to 
the subscriber when another party is 
attempting to call his telephone while 
his line is 1n use. 
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Installing the intricate equipment for ihe new board and making thousands of exacting 
connections is a job for experts. In the midst of installing the Kellogg three position 
Switchboard are Ed Dulin, on the ladder; Warren Shuck and O. G. Hoffman. 
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Old Man Error 
Takes It On the Chin 


HE Commercial Department’s an- 

nual report for 1948 published this 
month shows a fine record with respect 
to the job folks throughout the terri- 
tory are doing in holding down Old 
Man Error. 

A marked drop over 1947 was reflec’ 
ted in errors reported in the handling 
of accounts where the average number 
per month was cut from 143.67 in 1947 
to 83.25 last year. This was accom- 
plished in spite of the fact that new 
employees were doing the work at some 
exchanges and at others we were faced 
with temporary conditions of shortages 
of help. We handled more accounts in 
1948 too, of course. 

The record is a tribute to the capable 
and conscientious work of clerks and 
cashiers and also reflects the results of 
better commercial training and closer 
supervision. Tied for first place in this 
department were Fairbury and Lincoln 
with .49 errors per 100 accounts for the 
yearly average. Hastings was next with 
.77 closely followed by Tecumseh with 
.79. Company average was 1.27. 

Another fine record was made in the 
department of directory errors. Six of 
the 28 directories (two in Lincoln) pub- 
lished in 1948 were printed without a 
single error and 10 with only one error, 
a record to be proud of indeed. It shows 
not only an excellent job on the part 
of the commercial folks who did the 
compilation and proof reading but a 
careful and conscientious job also on 
the part of the directory sales depart- 
ment and splendid co-operation from 


the local printers. Books printed with- 
out error were Auburn, Pawnee City, 
Superior, Syracuse, Wahoo and Weep- 
ing Water. Books with only one error 
were Ashland, Bennet, Exeter, Friend, 
Geneva, Plattsmouth, Sutton, Tecum- 
seh, Wilber and Wymore. The average 
per directory was three errors. 

The chance for error, of course, is 
much greater in larger directories espe- 
cially those containing Classified sec- 
tions. We think, therefore, that a pat 
on the back is definitely due the lead- 
ers in this category also for their good 
work. Leading in this field were Ne- 
braska City with three errors and Hast- 
ings with four. Lincoln had an excel- 
lent showing with only eight errors in 
spite of the fact that the entire alpha- 
betical section. of 116 pages was reset. 
In checking the reset listings the proof 
readers made only one miscue, a truly 
remarkable job. 

After reviewing the summaries for 


last year, Merle M. Hale, general com- 
mercial superintendent, said that it was 
one of the finest records that the de- 
partment had ever made and highly 
commended the work of clerical and 
supervisory personnel through whose 
efforts these results had been achieved. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the month 
of February: 


Primary members: H. W. Spahnle, Lin- 
coln Commercial, $32.50; W. A. Rosenthal, 
Supply, $32.50: Bette Hemberger, Hastings 
Traffic, $49.00: Doris M. Reed, York Traffic, 
$172.50; Johanna E. Schiefelbein, Hastings 
Traffic, $62.50: G. A. Foster, Construction, 
$71.50: C. H. Palmquist, Lincoln Service, 
$7.50: H. G. White, Lincoln Service, $7.50; 
G. B. Arnold, Lincoln Service, $247.50. 

Dependents: Donna _ Eckles, Nelson, 
$138.75; Mrs. D. C. Weaver, Lincoln, 
$16.88: Catherine Clifford, Lincoln, $103.65. 


New Building at Hastings On the Way Up 


The above view of Hastings’ new 
telephone building was taken last 
month by the Hastings Tribune. 
More work has been done since, of 
course, and as we went to press we 
were informed that the second 
story frames were being placed. 
Cement for first and second story 
floors has been poured and we un- 
derstand some interior work in the 
basement is under way. Construc- 
tion is somewhat behind schedule 
because of steel shortages and un- 
favorable weather this winter with 
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which all of us are thoroughly fami- 
liar. Over 4,500 telephones of the 
dial type (minus the dial) have 
been installed in town replacing 
the former manual sets and at these 
locations drops and inside wiring 
have been replaced when neces- 
sary. Rural construction is prac- 
tically complete and farm tele- 
phones will be replaced as soon as 
roads are in better condition. New 
cable work will be started this 
summer and central office dial 
equipment is scheduled for deliv- 
ery by early fall. 


Red Face Department 
fee happen to editors, printers 
and such that shouldn’t happen even 
to human beings. We managed to nurse 
along a few more grey hairs last month 


Harry Moss 


John Hobson 


when we sent the picture of John Hob- 
son instead of Harry Moss to the prin- 
ter for publication with the story of 
Harry's retirement. 

Naturally, several dozen of our 
“friends” were quick to point out the 
slip as soon as the “News” came out. 
We thoroughly enjoyed the opportun- 
ity of hanging up on people when they 
called to observe that Mr. Moss cer- 
tainly had put on weight since he had 
retired or inquire when we were going 
to get some new bifocals, and such. 

Seriously, we're very sorry that the 
oversight wasn’t noticed when we 
checked the page proofs and we apolo- 
vize sincerely to Harry and John.. We 
really do try very hard to publish the 


magazine as free from error as pos- 
sible and, believe it or not, we appre- 
ciate having miscues called to our at- 
tention. It keeps us on our toes and 
furnishes proof that at least a few peo- 
ple read the publication. (Confiden- 
tially, we enjoyed the wise cracks too 
and we didn’t hang up on anybody ex- 
cept Ernie Royce and John McKinzie.) 


Greer Cowley Dies 


Greer W. Cowley, cable splicers 
helper and switchman at Lincoln from 
1923 to 1930, died at his home in Lin- 
coln Park, New Jersey on February 18. 
He had been with the Bell Laboratories 
for the past 25 years. His wife is the 
former Mildred Tapp of the Lincoln 
Service Department. 


Promotions, Transfers, Title Changes 


Commercial 


Myrna Jensen, clerk to service representative, 


Lincoln. 
Plant 


J. M. Abrams, wire chief, Plattsmouth, to 
wire chief, Seward. 

V. H. Baum, cable splicer to advanced clerk, 
construction, Lincoln. 

Wayne E. Berkland, groundman, Wahoo, to 
switchman, service, Lincoln. 

August C. Brunke, groundman to cable 
splicer, construction, Lincoln. 

Jesse E. Ellis, janitor, service, to shopman, 
supply, Lincoln. 

Ivan C. Hellerick, warehouseman, supply, to 
switchman, service, Lincoln. 

B. L. Herzog, groundman, Hastings construc- 
tion, to switchman, Lincoln service. 

Mack E. Nickell, groundman to cable splicer’s 
helper, Lincoln construction. 

R. N. Schappaugh, groundman to cable 
splicer's helper, Lincoln construction. 


Traffic 


Mary Austin, A operator to A&L operator, 
Fairbury. 


Lula M. Brockie, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Wymore. 

Nellie L. Burbee, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Nebraska City. 

Gladyce F. Call, A operator to NA&L oper- 
ator, Wahoo. 

Marjorie Collins, A&L operator to NA&L 
operator, Lincoln. 

Joyce Davidson, A operator to A€*L oper- 
ator, Superior. 

Margaret Gerlaff, A&L operator to A super- 
visor, Hastings. 

Elaine L. Gruber, A€&L operator to NA&L 
operator, Nebraska City. 

Delores A. Hoffman, A operator to A&L 
operator, Nebraska City. 

Marjorie E. John, A operator, Beatrice, to 
L operator, Lincoln. 

Erma J. Keenan, A supervisor to A&’L super- 
visor, Hastings. 

Angelyn Pallat, NA&L operator to A&L 
operator, Wahoo. 

Roma Shannon, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Hastings. 

Neva Schnase, A operator to A&L operator, 
Hastings. 


RS OK OK KOK OK OOK OK OKO OK OK OOK OK OK OK OK KOK OK OK OK OK KOK KOK OK KOK OK OK KOK OK OK SY BE ORME) 0 00 0 3 0 bDESEEE EEE EEEEEEEEEEEEES Groundman................. Beatrice.......... February 1 
KA ® G. C. Swearingen.............. Garage Serviceman.Lincoln........... february 9 
Se Ka RoW. Tejeka...c. secs: Warehouseman.......... Lincoln............. February 21 
¢ , P ke 
* et ds t a nte D6 Traffic 
¢ 'Y C U l K2 Jeanne E. Albright..........A&L Operator...........Plattsmouth..February 1 
me ee Barbara A. Bessé..:;...22. -A Operator.................. LANCOM.. 105 February 22 
CO ‘@ Margaret A. Blackledge..A&L Operator.......... Plattsmouth...February 21 
SESESPESESLIEM SF SCESSMSEMESSESFELELELELELESLEELEGVEEESES Ardis I. Bondegard............ A Operator.................flastings.......... February 7 
: Nola D. Buckow................ Ay Operator ihn TANGO ccs February 22 
The following list of new employees is published as a Darleen M. Carlson......... A Operator.......0.0..0...- Lincoln.......... February 21 
gesture of friendly welcome and to help them get acquainted. Barbara Cartwright........A Operator................ MOP Rese ninre February 2 
We hope that they will enjoy their new occupation as well Glenda E. Cornelius.......... A Operator....... _...... Beatrice........... January 31 
as the many fine associations that go with it. Mary M. Dinsmore............ A Operator cin _Hebron secs tapvenn February 21 
Arlene M. Gow.................. Li ODELAUOT: eicceieeicics Lincoln............ January 28 
: Marjorie A. Harrah.........A Operatov................. Nebr. City....February 15 
Accounting Ann C. Horton................... A Oper atoT.......-......000 Hastings.......... February 22 
Name Position Exchange Date Emp. Mary E. Kipf..................... Bi POP aOL ioiniesa cece Beatrice........... January 31 
Robert Bowers ide Cler ie. sipSeaitattg  MMAONIN: 2 criss February 14 Mary A. Maiker................ A Operator............-. Lincoln............ sheeseeonei Ms 
Naomi D. Dudgeon ....... ..Machine Operator...Lincoln............ February 21 Marilyn A. Maly................ A Operator.............-0 LIB) ste} b s Benepe =a aary 5 
Ann Fitch _occsecerseeeceeee...,.Clerk eee: Lincoln............ February 21 Jerlene O, Matlock.......... A Operatot...............++ York Jigeesthonstoqeusd Sriiees 1 
Donna Flory eee Machine Operator...Lincoln........... February 21 Bethel C. McCoy............... A Operator.............. GAN COU sic. Sckdean ; 
Joan McClure.....................Machine Operator...Lincoln............ February 14 reel gece sisnsobsvins ms apne seseeeeeesentasee papas sesecnecenen Pebiuery Pe 
ee . . : . yrtle V. McNeal.......... ne DeErator....cisen--4. LINCOM. ...212.... 
Jeroma J. Meyer... .Machine Operator....Lincoln............ February 11 Be Wend A&L Operator...Friend............ ‘February 1 
Commercial Nancy Parrish..................... A Operator -..d icin: Lincoln:.....c.... February 14 
. May E. Perry... A Operator.................Auburn..........February 7 
Verna M. Dankenbring....Cashier Hebron.......... February 1 Mildred M. Raymonda.....A Operator........ _.... Lineoln............ January 31 
Annadele H. Smith............ A Operator.......... Wahoo............ January 24 
Plant Shirley J. Steiner.............A Operator... a TOO IID, cssunte February 9 
A. L. Dougherty Switechman LANCOM occas February 21 Neva J. Stepp... .. .A&L Operator Seward February 2 
J. D. Green.. Combinationman..... Lincoln............. February 15 Hazel I, Thomason...........A&L Operator... ...York.. february 17 
Cc. W. Higgins sist ot HMO sod once Seactaccadaccdanceds Lincoln............. February 9 Verna B. Trussell. .A Operator.......... doe ten LANnCOM: 246s. February 9 
Ross Lane ...Groundman................LineolIn............ January 24 Weeping 
Nadine M. Laws Service Operator.....Lincoln.........January 25 Mary L. Wade... .....A Operator ... Water...........February 22 
G. C. Mehuron Switehman . Lincoln February 12 Claribel Williams.............4 Operator Fairbury.......... February 1 
E, E. Smith Tester ..Lincoln February 21 Naomi J, Wood A Operator Lincoln February 7 
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ervice Birthdays 
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C. C. Perryman 


35 Years 


Ethyl M. Armstrong 
Nebraska City 
15 Years 


Mollie McKnight 
Table Rock 
20 Years 


Forty-Six Years 
Frank H. Woods, Lincoln. 


Forty-Three Years 
Ww. @ Lant, Nebraska City. 


Thirty-Eight Years 
Charles Dickenman, Beatrice. 
Thirty-Six Years 
©. L. Sturtevant, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Five Years | 
C. C. Perryman, P. A. Schmeltzer, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Four Years 
John Ruppel, Nebraska City. 
Thirty-Three Years 
G. P. Barney, H. G. Peachman, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Two Years 
Elsie M. Anderson, A. E. Lamberson, 
Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 
L. G. Saunders, Lincoln. 
Thirty Years 
Belle Meester, Hastings. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
F. J. Bettenhausen, Lincoln; Dorcas Slater, 
Fairbury. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
Dorothy L. Lefler, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
Lula A. Kloepper, Lincoln; Marguerite B. 
Lockhart, Syracuse; L. C. Williams, Stroms- 
burg. 


: P. A. Schmeltzer 
Lincoln Lincoln 


35 Years 


Belle Meester 
Hastings 
30 Years 


Twenty-Six Years 


H. W. Cane, Lincoln; B. L. Ford, Beatrice. 


Twenty-[wo Years 


Mina V. Jorgensen, Helen Pickard, E. H. 


Royce, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years 
Wauneta L. Child, Fairbury. 


Twenty Years 
Mollie M. McKnight, Table Rock. 


Nineteen Years 


Alice M. Peters, Friend. 


Eighteen Years 
Irene E. Lind, Stromsburg. 


Fifteen Years 
Ethyl M. Armstrong, Nebraska City. 


Nine Years 


Frances M. Harmon, Lincoln. 


Eight Years 
Opal Thimgan, Lincoln. 


Seven Years 
W. R. Huddleston, Frances E. Koontz, 
Lincoln. 
Six Years 
F. J. Barnett, Lincoln; Patricia C. Erd- 
kamp, Exeter; Velma Garlock, York; Charles 
McClure, Jr., Hastings. 


Five Years 
Roselma R. Bell, Beaver Crossing; Betty 
A. Hinman, Clarabelle Schroll, Lincoln; 
Cecilia Taylor, Exeter. 


Mr. and Mrs. Herman J. Crow are 
the proud parents of a daughter, Susan 
Elaine, born February 12, at the St. 
Elizabeth Hospital. Jim is employed in 
the Service Department. 
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Meet A Director 
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Frank H. Woods, Jr. 


ONTINUING our introduction of 
the Company's Board of Directors 
by way of biological sketches, we pre- 
sent this month Mr. Frank H. Woods, 
Jr., who was elected to the Board on 
February 2, 1937. Since February 1942 
he has also been a member of the Com- 
pany’s Executive Committee. Mr. Woods 
is president of the Sahara Coal Com- 
pany at Chicago and is a director or 
officer of numerous other organizations 
including the Addressograph-Multi- 
graph Corporation at Cleveland in 
which he holds a directorship. 

Mr. Woods graduated from Yale 
University in June 1928. After five 
years with a Chicago bank he became 
associated with the Sahara Coal Com- 
pany as assistant to the president. He 
was elected a vice-president in 1936 
and succeeded his Father as president 
of the organization in 1944. He takes 
much interest in the activities of civic 
and welfare organizations in Chicago 
and in Illinois and has been especially 
prominent in the work of the Illinois 
Society for the Prevention of Blind- 
ness, of which he is president. He has 
also devoted much time and effort in 
behalf of the Community Fund and 
the Council of Social Agencies of Chi 
cago. 

Mr. and Mrs. Woods have a fine 
family of four children, three daughters 
and a son, and make their home in 
Lake Forest, Illinois. 


Eastern District 
Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 
David City Area 


The flu bug has certainly got in some 
good licks this month. Lois Conrad, Camilla 
Selzer, Nadine Smith and Leora Weyand 
have been on the sick list while some of 
the others have been working, but wished 
they were home at the same time. 
Heart sisters was the fad the week before 
Valentine’s Day. Each day promised a 
mysterious gift coming out of nowhere 
until Friday evening Merna Stewart and 
Irene Swan entertained the girls at a lively 
party at which time the deep, dark secret 
was revealed. Roy Rogers of York 
was helping the past week in the Plant 
Department. The new class room is 
finished except for the feminine touches 
the girls have in mind. 


Nebraska City Area 
Betty Balfour and Iona Pieper, Correspondents 


We still are trying to keep up our good 
dispositions in spite of the ice and snow. 
“Jeanie” Vest had to try the ice. She 
came out second best with a= sprained 
wrist and a few bruises. Those that 
have been on the sick list are Mary Ross, 
Lorraine Steckley, Ardel Freudenberg, 
Jackie Boldra, Bonnie Biggs and Kathryn 
Owens. Everyone at Syracuse was 
sorry to see Mr. Ernst leave when he was 
transferred to Nebraska City, but wish him 
luck in his new surroundings. . We wish 
to welcome our new manager, Mr. Elmer 
Neujahr, and wish him Good Luck in his 


new job. ... Mrs. Bock and husband 
attended the funeral of Mr. Bock’s brother 
who passed away in Missouri. ... Miss 


Windels was absent from work recently with 
a siege of the flu. . Helen Wenninghoff, 
Bertha Royal and Mavis Eisenhauer were 
hardly able to utter “number please” the 
day after Valentine’s Day. Could it be you 
girls were all worn out after the Valentine’s 
party? 


Seward Area 
Helen Greiner, Correspondent 


Joe Abrams has joined us as wire chief 
succeeding Al Ager who was transferred 
to Lincoln. We welcome you to our office, 
Joe. ... Talking about Al, he had an 
accident during our sleet storm. He had 
the misfortune to fall from a pole and a 
crossarm fell on his leg. We have heard 


that he is home from the hospital now. 
All the Seward gang wishes you a speedy 
recovery, Al. 


Wahoo Area 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 

Vivian Croshaw enjoyed a “quarantined 
for mumps” vacation last month very much 
and really got caught up on her reading 
and eating when she felt like it. . .. Our 
assistant chief operator, Mae Beaty, is ex- 
pected back to work soon after a sick 
leave. 


General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting and Engineering 


Departments 
Mary Boshart, Associate Editor 


Square dancing seems to be in the lime- 
light this month and all who have signed 
up for this new activity are anxiously 
awaiting the first class. George Mann and 
Harold Brady are the representative com- 
mittee members from this department. 

Frances Koontz’s recent mishap left 
her arm broken in 3 places. After the 
tumble she took right outside her car, she 
got up, crawled into her car and drove to 
the hospital to have her arm set. ‘ 
The Cribbage feud of Don Swanson-John 
Backstrom and Ken Boshart-Bill Hassler 
still goes on. During February they played 
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99 games. Of these Don and John took 
50 games leaving Ken and Bill in the losing 
position with 49 games. Ann Fitch, 
who is working with the microfilm machine 
in the Addressograph, remarked at how 
wrinkled records of 1912 were, when Dick 
Hansen retorted, “You’d be wrinkled too 
if you were that old.” ... Mr. J. H. 
Soderholm, an employee now on pension, 
paid a visit to the Engineering Department 
recently. . The fellows in the Addresso- 
graph refrained from second helpings of 
cake, ice cream and such, and with the 
money thus saved they bought some darts 
and a dart board for amusement during 
lunch hours. The novelty of just an ordin- 
ary dart board wore off in a few short 
days, so, putting their heads together they 
contrived a baseball game that could be 
played in the same manner. Can’t tell about 
these fellas, they may even go so far as 
to sell tickets to the spectators gallery. 
Helen Pickard was the first vacationer of 
1949, but for her it wasn’t exactly a vaca- 
tion. She relieved her mother of household 
duties during her time off. 


Commercial Department 
Lincoln Business Office 
Betty Henson, Associate Editor 


Bert Overcash will welcome a change in 
the weather but pronto. Poor Bert has 
spent more money this winter getting his 
driveway cleared of snow only to find it 
filled up the next day by the street de- 
partment after the snow plow ventured by 
his home. That’s what he terms “getting 
no where fast.”’ Waldo McDowell has 
a weather complaint to make, too, since 
the terrific holes made in the streets have 
cost him a new tire. Anyway, we'll try to 
believe it’s due to the holes even if he 
does burn up a quick path. Vacations 
have started early this year with Jean 
Schulz being the first lucky one. She spent 
a week at her folks’ home in Seward en- 
joying the company of her sister from 
North Dakota. And still the love bug 
flies over home camp this month. Phyllis 
Jones, new in the local commercial, had 
barely settled down in the directory de- 
partment when the bug hit her. Phyllis 
is now sporting a most beautiful ring on 
her third finger left hand and the lucky 
fellow is Richard Wells of Lincoln. Our 
best wishes to you, Phyllis. ... Marge 


Whiting suffered an eye infection this 
month and was forced to remain at home 
a week. In closing our last news 
writeup this month we wish to thank every- 
one for their support and interest and may 
the new editor experience the same kind 
of treatment. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


Paul Schmeltzer and Art Holcomb are 
coming along fine and making good prog- 
ress in recovering from their injuries re- 
ceived in the automobile accident near Lin- 
coln the latter part of January. Both have 
been released from the hospital and are 
mighty glad to be home again. Mr. Hol- 
comb was in to see us the other day with- 
out crutch or cane and was looking fine. 
We hope to walk in some day and find 
both of them at their desks again. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


We are glad to be able to report that 
George Arnold, who underwent an operation 
last week is already feeling much better. 
In fact, he visited the switchroom recently 
and looks fine. Another one of our 
switchmen, Harry White, reports that he is 
also on the mend, after being at home for 
about a month. He hopes to return to work 
in the near future. Most of the men 
formerly working at the “3” “4” and “6” 
offices have been working in the main office 
during the installation of the new equip- 
ment we have received lately. As all the 
offices are very busy, the men at each ex- 
change have been working hard and fast 
to keep up with all the business, and of 
course they are all doing a fine job. 


A display of some of the skill that the boys found a little on 
the rough side before the evening was over. 
zooms one over the net at a difficult angle. 
Marrow, Lorraine Williams, Dorothy Wiemer, 
Shirley Stiner. The net hid the boys’ faces and we couldn’t iden- 


tify them. Sorry. 


Supply Department 
Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


We are glad to see Bob Donaldson back 
at work again after a long illness. 
Mr. Huddleston is off the sick list again, 
also. He has been in and out of the hos- 
pital twice recently. He and Mrs. Huddle- 
ston are now back in their own home at 
3313 South 40th Street where we know 
Mr. Huddleston will soon be enjoying him- 
self in and about his garden. ... Paul 
Eisenbarth had a minor, but painful injury 
recently when a heavy piece of equipment 
slipped out of his hand and fell on his 
foot, breaking a toe. After a few days at 
bench work in the Shop, Paul believes he 
prefers the material handling job in the 
Warehouse, broken toes notwithstanding. 
Arthur Sharp’s mother, Mrs. Bertha 


Sharp, suffered serious injury February 
23rd in a fall on the ice. She has three 
broken bones in her right leg and must be 
in a cast for some time... Mrs. Sharp 
is a former Beatrice employee, now pen- 
sioned. She lives at 1464 Rose Street, 
Lincoln, where she is recuperating from 
her injury. Marine enlistments have 
been rather crippling to the garage per- 
sonnel lately, so H. F. Smith is now looking 
for servicemen who have absolutely no 
yearning to travel and see the world. 


Traffic Department 
General Traffic 
Jeanne Hueppelsheuser, Associate Editor 


A new member in our department, namely 
Ed Cummings, reports that he finds every- 
thing very agreeable in his new capacity. 
Too agreeable, in fact. Ed says he has 


Gals Thump Boys in Unique Volleyball Tilt 


The several dozen hardy spectators 
who lined the Everett Gym, in Lin- 
coln, on the night of February 24, were 
treated to a rare athletic spectacle. 
As a fitting season’s finale, the Com- 
pany teams of basketball boys and vol- 
leyball girls lined up to oppose each 
other in a challenge match. No one 
seemed to know who had challenged 
who until the starting gong sounded. 
Then it was revealed that the boys had 
defied the girls to meet them in a game 
of volleyball. The fact that they had 
never played the game did not deter 
them. They were there to show their 


Lorraine Williams 
The gals are Ruth 
Arlene Zabel and 


unbeaten Telephone Sisters a few of 
the fine points of the game. 

It was all a dreadful mistake. True, 
the girls got off to a shaky start and 
dropped the first three points. From 
then to the end of the playing time 
the contest bordered on mayhem. Half- 
time found them leading the boys by 
a very comfortable margin, with the 
score reading 30 to 10. During the 
second half the basketeers settled down 
a bit and managed to eke out 17 points, 
but this was far from enough. The 
girls went right on to add 25 counters 
and win the game. The final reckon- 
ing was 55 to 27. 


re . 
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The traditional flip of the coin started the contest. Doing the 
tossing is Barbara Van Avery of the Lincoln Recreation Board with 
team captains Genevieve Griffin and Tom Goldenstein waiting for 
the decision. In the background are Darlene Johannes, Lorraine 


Williams, Arlene Zabel, Elaine Hawkins and Dorothy Wiemer. 


~-of 13 fe 


gained weight to the tune of 16 pounds. We 
are offering a reward of coffee and dough- 
nuts to anyone who can lure him into the 
cafeteria. Roy Carlson discovered 
that Clarabelle Schroll’s sorority was having 
an elaborate Valentine party. It took sev- 
eral days for him to wrangle an invitation 
from Clarabelle. However, we understand 
that on the very evening of the gala affair, 
Mrs. Carlson arranged it so that Roy had 
various errands and other affairs to attend 
to. Nice going, Mrs. Carlson. ... Bob 
Wohlberg is in and out of trouble most of 
the time. He tried to set the world on fire 
with a package of book matches, but suc- 
ceeded only in lighting his left thumb. He’s 
a little handicapped at the moment, but no 
doubt we’ll have more to report about him 
next time. 


Lincoln Operating Dept. 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


The newly installed machine which 
counts and dates tickets is wonderful and 
labor-saving. Dorothy Nelson sur- 
prised us all by flashing a beautiful dia- 
mond with the announcement she would be 
leaving us soon. Though our happiness for 
her is mingled with regret at her leaving 
we wish her all happiness. Ina Ozen- 
baugh’s beautiful bouquet of sweet peas 
gave us all a shock when we were admiring 
them, and we mean this literally It was 
really and truly a shock, occasioned by 
our touching the flowers. Our girls’ 
volleyball team won the Industrial League 
Championship and was presented with a 
beautiful cup. LaVerne Chittim is the 
wearer of a new diamond. Henrietta 
Rushing enjoyed a vacation in Mississippi. 

. Bonnie Albrandt spent her vacation at 
home. Betty Kroeger is home re- 
covering from an operation. . The oper- 


ating room really looks like we’re “Spring 
house cleaning” with the new secretarial 
service board being installed. 


How We Stand! 


Orders held because of lack of 


facilities and telephones. 


Oetober 15.1948 cco Sec. 699 
November 1, 1948 —.....00........ 867 
December 1, 1948 —....2..22222... 786 
January 1, 1949 wl. 615 
February 1, 1949 00.0000........ 631 
Wares 1 TOA gees 535 


STATION GAIN SINCE 
JANUARY 1, 1949 


Central District: ccc cccdi tcc 411 
Eastern: District <122.5.c283 111 
Southern District ....2222..222....- 163 
Western District ......2..22.....-- 220 

DOC, scp ae 905 
Total Stations in 

Service 2-28-49 2... 96,459 
ee ee ey 

Cafeteria 


By Betty Hansen 


The cafeteria was the scene of two more 
parties last month and as usual the reasons 
were birthdays. This time it was Mrs. Wat- 
son and Mrs. Kelly who were the guests 
of honor and of course got to blow out 
the candles. Valentine’s day also 
brought a beautiful bouquet of roses for 
Mrs. Watson and we’re not saying who sent 
them because with them was a comic Val- 
entine about Simone Lagree. ... (Editor’s 
note: Our correspondent is the shy and 
retiring type apparently and failed to 
mention that sparkling diamond that she 
has been flashing at the cash customers 
recently. We understand that the big day 
is not far off.) 


Southern District 


Wilma Stolzenburg, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 
Emma Lee King, Correspondent 

February 3rd was the birthday of Cath- 
erine Gillan, Humboldt chief operator, 
who was surprised with a dozen red roses 
and a birthday cake which she brought to 
the office to share with the rest of us. The 
roses were from the “girls” at the office 
and the cake from her neighbor. ... Can 
you imagine an operator trying to use a 
plug to answer numbers instead of a head- 
set That’s the story Norma Lee Arnold 
has to tell us. She was working at night 
and picked up a plug and plugged it into 


(Left) You don’t see many of the old time 
“circle tops’”’ any more but this one at Paw- 
mee City is still going strong. Acquired with 
the recent purchase of the telephone prop- 
erties there, it is slated for honorable retire- 
ment among many other plant improvements, 
Note the drop wires fanning out in all direc- 
tions from the circle at the top. (Right) This 
wintry scene was taken recently at Wahoo by 
John McKinzie. Left to right, Norma Koukal, 
cashier, Ed Dorland, area manager, and Mae 
Meduna, junior supervisor. 
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her ear. The next morning she couldn’t hear 
and thought she had suddenly gone deaf. 
Going to the “Doc” she had a blood clot 
removed. The “love bug” has bitten 
again. This time it is Emma Lee King, the 
cashier, who is sporting a diamond. 


Beatrice Area 
Delores Paneitz, Correspondent 
Jeanie Ahl, Clara Corter, Lois Kuhn and 
Shirley Mills are studying hard to become 
toll operators. Ileta Mumford is dis- 
playing a pretty diamond. Congratulations 
Tleta. Max Brandt, janitor has re- 
turned to work after a seige of infection in 
his arm. Bob Wenzel of Beatrice Plant did 
a little pinch hitting for him. We’re all glad 
to have Max back, aren’t we, Bob? Mildred 
Schmidt, clerk at Beatrice has been found 
talking to herself, but excuse it folks, she’s 
about to change her name from Schmidt 
to Morris. 
Fairbury Area 
Marion Beasley, Correspondent 
The Fairbury Traffic and Commercial 
girls had a Valentine pot-luck supper and 
party in the basement. Tables were decor- 
ated in the Valentine motif. After every- 
one was completely stuffed with delicious 
food (which proves the telephone gals are 
good cooks), the evening was spent ex- 
changing Valentines and playing hearts. 
Leila Turner and Virginia Robinson, 
traffic, are both wearing new diamonds. 
Virginia came to work the other morning a 
half hour early—the effects of the engage- 
ment, no doubt. Betty Shepherd, traf- 
fic, has been on the sick list. Take it easy, 
Betty. 
Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 
The recent snowstorm caused a little 
inconvenience for a couple of the girls. 
Wanda Remmers and Mary Kalin were at 
their respective homes in Cook and Stein- 
auer, and got snowed in. Alice Johnson 
got her face scratched up sleigh riding. 
Wonder if she didn’t know she’s supposed 
to use a sled. Mr. and Mrs. Raymond 


Johnson were guests of Mr. and Mrs. Waldo 
Harrington at a waffle supper recently. 


os 


Waldo’s parents from Kenorado, Kansas 
visited them over the week-end. ... Our 
traveler this month was Goldie Thompson. 
She visited her daughter in Longmont, Colo- 
rado, and her brother in Denver. ... Of 
all the Valentines received around the of- 
fice, Bonnie Ruhl got the nicest one. It’s 
a beautiful diamond. Goldie Thompson 
received a cute little chocolate Valentine. 
Bill Eckles had a big box of candy to give 
that certain someone. Wonder if there 
was something else to go with it. 


Wilber Area 

The Friend employees are getting used to 
the new first floor Commercial Office quar- 
ters. The new venetian blinds have given 
the new quarters that well dressed look. 
‘ Nona Brusnahan has returned to 
work following a California vacation. 
The housing shortage finally caught up with 
Manager Ed Massie as he was forced to 
move out of the house he was occupying. 
He finally managed to move in with friends 
until a house is available. 


Western District 


Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 
Geneva-Hebron Area 
Velma Garland, Correspondent 

Anna Baker and Laura Jean Baker were 
honored at birthday parties on the four- 
teenth and twenty-second of February by 
the Traffic Department. The parties were 
held in the home of the Fairmont chief 
operator, Ethel Patrick, and the time was 
spent playing bridge. Ethel Patrick 
returned to work on February 22 after be- 
ing on leave of absence for several weeks. 
It’s nice to see you back, Ethel. ... If 
anyone is in doubt about the road condi- 
tions in the vicinity of Hebron and Geneva, 
see Doc Wilson. We understand he has 
some first hand information on this item. 
Seems he wasn’t very satisfied with the 
direction in which the roads were leading 
him and so on the spur of the moment he 
decided to make a new highway leading 
right across the ditch. Even with the beau- 
tiful aroma from those bewitching cigars 
“Doc” smokes, there wasn’t enough power 
to keep his Plymouth going and it re- 
fused to budge after the first few drifts 
of snow. The construction crew had to come 
to his aid. Gladys Stiers has re- 
turned to work after an extended leave of 
absence. Welcome back, Gladys. 


Hastings Area 
Betty Hudson, Correspondent 


Diamond rings definitely seem to be 
the fashion note in the Hastings area. We 
believe diamonds are ninety per cent of 
the ‘new look.” This month we are happy 
to add to the ever increasing list of girls 
sporting engagement rings, the names of 
Olive Hess, toll supervisor and instructor, 
end Flossie Grosshans. Congratulations, 
girls, ... Notes of the month on absent 
mindedness include Lyla Klein who came 
to work fresh from domestic duties with 
her apron on and Delores Shangreaux who 
rushed through a cup of coffee to get back 
to work and then remembered she was on 
another trick and had all kinds of time. 


‘ Congratulations to Lyla Klein, Phyllis 
Wolkensdorfer, Helen Roberts and Bonita 
Beiriger who have successfully completed 
their toll training. Our new toll students 
this month are Barbara Pederson and 
Johanna Schiefelbein, who are being in- 
structed by Lauretta Einspahr, and Kath- 
leen Glantz and Marilyn Cartwright under 
the guidance of Olive Hess. It seems 
that Flossie Grosshans had a little trouble 
the other day in getting names straight. 
She received a call for Richard’s Dairy and 
understood the name to be Richard Berry. 
The gentleman placing the call kidded 
along for awhile, but when she nonchalantly 
offered the information that Mr. Berry was 
not there and asked if he would speak to 
Mrs. Berry, that was too much. It happens 
to the best of us, Flossie! We are 
all very sorry to hear that Donna Johnson 
and her voice have parted company again. 
Hope the next time we see you _ back, 
Donna, it will be with you to stay. 


Superior Area 


Maxine Chambers, Correspondent 


We’ve been a little worried about Patricia 
Shafer. We didn’t think so much of it 
when she had trouble remembering where 
she had put her headset, but when she got 
off work one Sunday evening and found 
she had two dates waiting for her that was 
the pay off. What a situation. (Editor’s 
note: What a gal!) 


Sutton Area 
Jeannine Smith, Correspondent 

Catherine Cassel is coming along fine 
after a major operation at the Mary Lan- 
ning Hospital in Hastings. Phyllis 
Bieck’s mother has been seriously ill with 
pneumonia at the York hospital. We hope 
the issuance of this News finds her feel- 
ing much better. 

York-Osceola Area 
Helen Garner, Correspondent 

Dixie Blake of the York Commercial 
Department received a long distance call 
from Alaska. A friend of hers is working 
there. That’s excitement enough to last 
for a long time for Dixie. Marilyn 
and Anita Cotner have finished their toll 
training. We are happy to have their 
assistance. .. While still in training, 
Marilyn had the opportunity to use the 
phrase, “Hold this trunk and 2090,” on 
a call from Mr. Sack, a subscriber. The 
phrase came out “Hold This Sack.” We'll 
bet the tributary operator found that 
rather difficult. . . . Mrs. Pflughaupt, 
after a long search for a dwelling place 
to hang her hat, calls a little house on 
North Nebraska Avenue “Home Sweet 
Home.” She certainly had her trials and 
tribulations finding a place and extra furn- 
ishings and just as she was ready to move 
she became ill with the flu. This sad 
story has a happy ending. Mrs. Pflug- 
haupt is well and is living in her new 
home. 


Winners in Lincoln City Bonling Tournament 


This group of telephone bowlers 
landed among the cash prize winners in 
the recent City Handicap Tournament. 
Ruth Marrow and Phyllis Lickei rolled 
a nice 1921 to take 


doubles. 


12th place in 


Ed Dulin and Cecil Donley 


came through with a noble effort for a 
doubles score of 1218, which was good 
for the 13th spot in the final listings. 
Virginia Anderson’s 529 stood up for 
18th place in singles. She also paired 
with Anne Swisher to take 16th prize 
in doubles with their score of 1016. 


Left to right: C. C. Donley, Ruth Marrow, Virginia Anderson, Phyllis Lickei, Anne Swisher 


and Ed Dulin. 
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CAROLINE BECKER , LINCOLN TRAFFIC, CHANGED ADDRESSES 
RECENTLY. HER PRESENT APARTMENT 15 IN A BLOCK WITH 
SEVERAL SIMILAR HOUSES. A FEW NIGHTS AGO SHE 
STOOD OUT ON THE PORCH FOR AN HOUR OR SO WITH 
HER BO¥ FRIEND- SAYING GOODNIGHT AND THINGS ~ 
AND ONLY WHEN CAROLINE TURNED 70 ENTER THE 
DOOR DID SHE DISCOVER THAT IT WAS THE WRONG 
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BRUCE SIEVERS OPENED A LETTER FR 
A LADY WHO HAD BEEN EMPLOYED AS 
“fl SWITCHBOARD AT BEATRICE.“ 


——— 


————___ 
i 
AND SHE SLEPT ON A MOUSE . WHILE WEEK-END VISITING WITH FRIENDS , BETT¥ WAS 
ASSIGNED 10 SLEEP ON THE DAVENPORT. ALL THROUGH THE NIGHT SHE HEARD A 
S5QUEAKING SOUND BENEATH HER BUT THOUGHT IT CAME FROM THE SPRINGS. 


NEXT MORNING SHE INVESTIGATED AND FOUND THAT IT ORIGINATED FROM A 
VER¥ MAD MOUSE WHOSE HOME HAD BEEN DISTURBED IN MAKING UP JHE BED. 


LOOK, MR. BRANDT: 
I'M SENDING You 


I THINK I'LL BEGIN THIS ONE :“DEAR TooTs ,"' 
THAT'LL BURN ME UP WHEN 
| READ IT 
NEXT WEEK ! / 
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CECILE MOREHEAD, CHIEF OPERATOR, PANES CIV 7 A Y “0 THE COMPLETE DELIGHT 
BECAME AN AGILE CLIMBER DURING THE TIME 7 GE GALLERY 
SHE WAS HAVING HER BATAROOM RENOVATED. cic ines Oat 


WILMA STOLZENBURG, FIRST FLOOR, BEATRICE, 
TYPED A NOTE TO MAX BRANDT, BASEMENT, 
BEATRICE, AND SENT IT TO HIM BY WAY OF 
LINCOLN . MAX PASSED WILMA‘S DESK JUST 
5 SHE WAS SEALING THE ENVELOPE, 


rc OF CATSUP - 
4HAT'S THE WAY 
| LIKE ‘EM! 


- AND WHILE TRAVELING CHISF MERLE MARKUSON 
WAS STAYING AT TECUMSEH , THE FOLKS THERE 
NOTED THAT SHE HAS A DAILY HABITOF WRITING 
A LETTER To HERSELF AT LINCOLN . MERLE DEFENDS 
THE MISTHOD AS AN AID To HER MEMORY. 


FOR A HECTIC WEEK SHE WAS FORCED 10 TAKE 
AER MORNING TUB IN THE KITCHEN SINK . 
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STOOD IN THE BEATRICE COMMERCIAL OFFICE. INTRUE | | muscuLAR PRUL HENSON EXPLAINS A BANDAGED 
HAND BY STATING THAT HE DROPPED A SAFE 
SHOOK THE BUILDING, SCARED THE GIRLS INTO HYSTERICS |} ON IT. PAUL HAS NOTICED THAT HE GETS INTO 
AND BROKE CHARLIE’S PANTS LOOSE FROM THEIR. FEWER ARGUMENTS SINCE THE ACCIDENT. 
NO ONE SEEMS 10 WANT To Sfin UPA FELLOW 
WHO THROWS SAFES AROUND 


CAFETERIA . THEY WORK ONTHE SAME PRINCIPLE. || ELLA HANSEN, LINCOLN TRAFFIC, WHO 


YOU PUSH DOWN ON A PLUNGER AND OUT PLORS Ate ft WRK SPOT ON Tae Bin ROOM 
# GLOB OF CATSUP OR SQUIRT OF CREAM, |\ infil. SHE FLEW FORTHE SCOURING 
DEPENDING ON WHICH HANDLE You PUSH, OF | 1 powDsR AND STARTED To WORK ON IT. 


COURSE. KEN BOSHART GOT THEM TWISTED AFTER REMOVING SEVERAL LAYERS 

Al FEW NOONS AGO. HE STUCK HIS SANDWICH |} OF PAINT SHE DISCOVERED THAT THE 
UNDER THE CREAM NOZZLE AND GAVE A ORIGINAL SPOT WAS ONLY A SHADOW 
HEAVY PUSH- BECAUSE HE LIKES CarouP/}{ CAST BY SOME HOSE WHICH WERE- 

IF THIS SOUNDS CONFUSING You SHOULD HANGING ON A LINE STRUNG ACR0S5 
HAVE SEEN THE SANDWICH. THE MIDDLE OF THE ROOM. 


ANKLES WHEN THE DUST HAD SETTLED. . 
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Photo Courtesy Lincoln Journal 


Cecil Hutchison, cable splicer, is testing 
the 1,000 pair composite cable for tone with 
a coil, headset and amplifier as his helper, 
Louis Ottnat, assists. The tone is connected 
to the cable at the central office or near-by 
terminal and can be heard through the head- 
set as long as the cable is clear, When the 
short circuits causing the trouble are reached, 
the tone disappears. 


WET underground cable at 29th 

and O Streets in Lincoln resulted 
in the Company’s largest single case of 
trouble from the standpoint of the 
number of customers out of service. 
Over 1,700 subscribers were without 
telephone service on March 15 for 
periods ranging from 16 to 23 hours 
when water from a broken main soaked 
a 1,000 pair composite cable. 

The general area of service affected 
was between 30th and 33rd Streets from 
M to R Streets and between 33rd and 
48th from J to R. In addition about 50 
rural subscribers east of Lincoln served 
through this cable were without serv- 
ice. The Veterans’ Hospital on East O 
and one line to each of two fire sta- 
tions located at 23rd and O and in 
College View were out of service. The 
fire stations each had other telephones 
in operation served through alternate 
cables, however. This service is pro- 
vided to all Lincoln fire stations for 
just such emergencies. 


This picture was taken at 29th and O at 
11:00 P. M, as a motor driven pump emptied a 
manhole to make testing of the cable pos- 
sible. Watching the operation are Roy Mills, 
cable splicer; Neal Schappaugh, helper; L, G, 
Saunders, wire chief; and Herman Siudier, 
acting construction superintendent, 


Photo Courtesy Lincoln Journal 
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(Left) Telephone communication to the Veterans Hospital was established by means 
of mobile radiotelephone. Mrs. Hattie M. Theis, hospital telephone operator, is shown 
receiving a message. The mobile unit was contained in a Company vehicle which was parked 
in a hospital garage. Hospital operators called the mobile operator at Lincoln every 
twenty minutes during the period of service disrupton to receive and dispatch messages. 

(Right) Mae Regler, service operator, checks over the large stacks of cards containing 
records of telephones affected by the cable break, 


Biggest Case of [rouble 


Radiotelephone service was brought 
into good use in maintaining essential 
service to the hospital. A mobile unit 
in a Company vehicle was parked in a 
hospital garage and hospital telephone 
operators called the mobile service oper- 
ator every 20 minutes to receive and 
dispatch messages. Hospital service was 
among the last to be restored. Their 
circuits were near the center of the 
cable and were dried out after wires 
on the outside had been freed of mois- 
ture. Drying is acomplished by pouring 
hot paraffin on the wet conductors. 

The cause of the difficulty was dis- 


covered to be a section of damaged 
conduit and a break in the cable sheath 
near a catch basin which had been dug 
recently by the City Water Department. 
The conduit had been broken appar- 
ently by a shovel or drill and a small 
hole in the cable sheath had permitted 
water to scep into the cable. 

Reports of telephones out of service 
began rolling in shortly after 6:00 P. M. 
and Belle Howery and Nadine Moriarty 
who were on duty at the Service De- 
partment switchboard answered calls as 
fast as they could manipulate the keys 

(Continued on Page 8) 


6 he personnel office issued a bulletin 
recently designed to sound out the 
interest of Lincoln employees in form- 
ing a class in square dancing. Guy 
Seaton, personnel director, had written 
the bulletin with tongue in cheek. In 
the years gone by a couple of attempts 
had been made to start just such a 
group and each time the idea had col- 
lapsed with a dull thud. Now some 
folks were asking him to try again. 


While waiting for the returns to 
come in, Mr. Seaton and his committee 
surveyed the club room and decided 
that it was spacious enough for four or 
five squares of dancers, which should 
be more than ample to take care of 
the expected response. The first mail, 
the following morning, brought a 
sizable stack of coupons indicating in- 
terest in the idea and each succeeding 


> 


Everyone was having the time of his life judging by the smiling 


expressions on the faces of the participants. 


are Mrs. Les Livingston, Bill Rosenthal, Mrs. B. D. Pattison, Mr. 


The first three sessions were strictly for practicing so nobody thought a thing about it 
when some of the calls brought puzzled looks instead of the indicated steps. Roy Mills at 
left is coaching this foursome. The other three are Ina Ozenbaugh, Dorothy Lefler and 


Elvin Hoaglin. 


trip of the mail boy added to it. It 
was soon apparent that the club room 
was too small, and a quick change of 
plans was necessary. By good fortune, 
the YWCA gymnasium was found to be 
available for three successive Monday 
nights, and was selected as the scene 
for the classes. 

Accordingly, on March 7, 14, and 21, 
a hundred-odd students assembled on 
the gym floor to be put through their 
paces by Maestro Ray Clinton, who has 
gained more than local prominence as 
an instructor in square dance mysti- 
cisms. Progress has been rapid and 
enthusiasm runs high. The instructive 
period was scheduled for three meet- 
ings, but the group would not tolerate 
the notion of disbanding at the time, 


' 


In the picture at left 


Dean Hamilton. 
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and voted to continue the lessons for 
four more sessions. These are being 
held at two week intervals on Monday 
nights at Antelope Park pavilion. The 
group is now “on its own” and is pay- 
ing the expenses for the gatherings by 
levying an assessment on those present 
at each dance. 

The committee who have handled 
the details for the class activities to 
date is composed of Ray Clinton, Rus- 
sell Rauch, Alice Fender, George Mann, 
Bedric Wanek, Hazel Nichols, Harold 
Brady and Joe Hartley. The group 
shows every indication of becoming a 
‘“soing concern” and will, no doubt, 
organize as a regular club and be ready 
to jump into the fall quadrille season 
with colors flying. 


Livingston, Mrs. Rosenthal, Bedric Wanek, Mr. Pattison and Alice 
Wanek. At right are Tony Piccolo, Esther Gushard, Milt Metcalf, 
Helen Piccolo, Harry Gushard, Elvin Wait, Mrs. R. L. Dalton and 


S 
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This group from the Company witnessed the cutover. Left to 
right, standing, Ed Piper, District Manager John McKinzie, 
General Commercial Superintendent Merle M. Hale, Perry Caldwell, 
John Shipp, Art Albers, Art Balderson, Mike Danaher and George 
Miers; front row, Wayne Menze, Welden Durr, Area Manager Thad 
Cone, John Behrns and Herman Hansen. 
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Three prominent business men from Milford witnessed the 
cutover. They assisted when the signal for the conversion was 
given by pulling the picks which connected the contacts and set 
the switches in operation. Left to right, Herbert E, Volland, Levi 
Yost and Mayor Vester TeSelle. 


Milford Becomes Dial Uperated 


The Milford exchange was cut over to dial operation on 
March 30, thus bringing to another sizable group of sub- 
scribers the last word in modern telephone service. The 
new equipment is of the Automatic Electric Company, Line 
Finder type with present provision for terminating 220 
lines. The exchange serves 602 telephones of which 
287 are rural. The new equipment is housed in a building 
located on the lot occupied by the manual exchange building. 

The signal for the cutover was given at 1:00 p.m. 
The picks were pulled by Mayor Vester TeSelle, with Levi 
Yost and Herbert Volland, prominent businessmen, assisting. 
Dr. W. Ray Hill, president of the local chamber of com- 
merce was also in attendance, but arrived too late to view 
the actual conversion of the exchange. An unusually heavy 
load was thrown on the new equipment by the townspeople 
as soon as their new instruments could be used. The 21 
line finders were so busy after the cutover that one could 
scarcely release before it was again in operation. 


Milford’s operating force taken just before the new system was 
cut into service. Left to right, Velda Williams, Stella Sowers, Gladys 
Walker, Chief Operator Dora Plessel, Edith Hughes and Emma 
Saltzman. Not pictured is Corrine Bykerk. 


The original Milford exchange grew out of a period 
of competition between the Seward County Telephone 
Company and the Nebraska Bell, both companies having 
built exchanges in the town shortly after the turn of the 
century. The two properties were purchased by the Lin- 
coln Company in 1912 and the plant consolidated at that 
time. 

Five of the seven operators who constituted the Milford 
traffic personnel are transferring to other exchanges. Dora 
Plessel, chief operator, and Gladys Walker will now be 
employed at Seward, while Edith Hughes, evening chief 
operator, Stella Sowers and Velda Williams will enter the 
Lincoln Traffic Department. Emma Saltzman and Corrine 
Bykerk have resigned to re-enter the housewife profession 
at Milford. 

This conversion brings the total of dial operated ex- 
changes to 55. Since the war 25 dial cutovers have been 
completed. 


Combinationmen from Lincoln and the Eastern District who 
were on hand to make changes in subscribers’ subsets. Left to 
right, George Miers, Wayne Menze, Mike Danaher, Welden Durr, 
Herman Hansen, John Behrns, Art Balderson, Art Albers and 


John Shipp. 


Curtain Falls On Baskethall and Volleyball 


HE curtain has fallen on the basket- 

ball and volleyball seasons, but the 
curtain was not the only thing that fell 
upon the teams bearing the colors of 
Ltt I. 

In games won and lost in league play 
the basketball boys didn’t do so well. 
They looked good, always put up a 
stiff battle and usually came close to 
victory, but only one mark was entered 
in their “win” column. Those who 
watched them perform came away with 
the fixed notion that better days are 
in store for them. 


FE ee One 


A fine action shot taken during one of 
the season’s contests. Telephone players are 
in white jerseys. Three of them visible are 
Ronald Smith, Don Gilmore and Paul Eisen- 
barth., 


The boys were without a coach until 
late in the season when Buck Isaman 
took over the reins.. Consequently their 
work as a unit suffered considerably. 
Screening and set plays were none too 
polished. However, they made up for 
their shortcomings, in part, by their 
individual brilliance. The nucleus is 
there again for a smooth, fast team. 
If Manager Isaman is able to put 
enough lettermen into his lineup next 
fall it may well be that Company basket- 
ball will rise to its lofty perch of by- 
gone years. 

The volleyball girls carried their 
unblemished record straight through 
the regular season and up to the final 
game of the city tournament before the 


Members of the basketball squad of 1948-49. 
Left to right, back row, Don Gilmore, Tom 
Goldenstein, Coach B. A, Isaman, Paul Eisen- 
barth, Personnel Director Guy Seaton, Clyde 
Higgins and Will Cotton, Jr.; front row, 
Ronald Smith, Jim Geist, Wayne Robinette 
and Russ White. 


thing happened. There they met the 
Elgin girls, whom they had defeated 
once during the tournament and four 
times during the regular season’s play. 
The tournament was of the double- 
elimination type. The Telephones, who 
were undefeated, needed only one game 
to annex the city championship. The 
Elgins, having lost one game already 
to the Telephone girls, needed to win 
a double-header to be crowned the 
champs, and such a happening didn’t 
seem possible. But this was one of those 
nights when fingers turned into thumbs, 
and an inspired Elgin team, sensing an 
upset, put forth that extra effort—won 
both games and the championship. 

Granting that the outcome was a 
sore disappointment to the members 
of a great team, the girl’s record as un- 
defeated queens of the industrial league 
is one in which we can all be proud. 
They won through the excellence of 
their own play, because.every team they 
met was keyed up, and pointing toward 
this game as the one they most wanted 
to win. The year’s success can be at- 
tributed, in no small measure, to the 
good coaching of Harold Brady, and to 
the time and effort he spent in build- 
ing up a smooth running team. 


The volleyball team, left to right, back row, Coach Harold Brady, Ruth Marrow, Dorothy 
Wimmer, Grace Marrow, Mae Bowman, Arlene Mehuron and Personnel Director Guy Seaton; 
front row, Genevieve Griffin, Elaine Hawkins, Arlene Zabel, Audrey Althouse, Lorraine 
Williams, Shirley Stiner, Darlene Johannes and Leona Lehman. 


Stacy Succeeds Nelsen 


As Pioneer Secretary 
bes appointment of L. A. Stacy, 


Lincoln, to the post of secretary of 
the Frank H. Woods Chapter, Inde- 
pendent Telephone Pioneer Association 
was announced on March 18 by Presi- 
dent O. L. Sturtevant. Mr. Stacy as- 


Otto Nelsen 


L. A. Stacy 


sumed the duties of his new office on 
April 1. He succeeds Otto Nelsen who 
has held the post since his appointment 
in February, 1947. 


Mr. Nelsen’s term as secretary has 
been one of achievement. Since taking 
office it has been necessary for him 
to rebuild the accounting and recording 
procedures of the Chapter, and Dewey 
has given most generously of his time 
and energy in completing the important 
assignment. He asked that he be re- 
lieved of his duties now in order that 
the new secretary would have sufficient 
time to acquaint himself with the rou- 
tine and duties of the position before 
the end of the fiscal year, on July 1. 

Mr. Stacy's appointment and accept- 
ance represents a happy choice. His 
wide acquaintanceship in the organ- 
ization as well as his interest in Chapter 
activities fit well with his other obvious 
qualifications. He is a charter member 
and has served several terms in fellow- 
ship and social committee work. 


Nice Letters From Customers 


WO letters from customers at Ne- 

braska City expressing appreciation 
for good service are indications that the 
folks there are doing a fine job. Need- 
less to say, the letters were very much 
appreciated. 

Commander Victor D. Bremer of the 
American Legion post there wrote Are: 
Manager Roy Ojers as follows: 

‘“T wish to express my sincere thanks 
and appreciation to you and your chief 


operator and staff for the excellent way 
our calls were handled in notifying the 
members of our Legion disaster com- 
mittee during the recent emergency due 
to the high water endangering our light 
and water plant. Their courtesy and 
cooperation were really fine and were 
a great help to us. Again I say thanks 
a million for a job well done.” 


Mr. Robert R. Wilson of the Wilson 


Grain Company writes: 


“T would like to take this opportu- 
nity to express my appreciation of the 
excellent service given by your long 
distance operators and your supervisor, 
Miss Lillian Bader, on my call to K. H. 
Gorman yesterday. 


‘As a general rule the operators are 
efficient in locating a party by using 
the information given them but when 
an operator uses her own initiative be- 
yond this point it is much appreciated 
and I believe deserving of commenda- 
tion. The instance that I mentioned 
above was such a case and it is a pleas- 
ure to call it to your attention.” 


Household Hint for Spring 


Here’s a hint that may help in that 
spring chore of washing windows. Try 
drying windows inside with an up and 
down stroke; outside with a cross-wise 
motion. If streaks remain you can tell 
which side they’re on. 


Dulin and Smith Receive Anards For 
Outstanding Suggestions 


ee suggestion committee last month 
approved awards for two special 
tools submitted by employees, each of 
which was designed to facilitate a la- 
borious hand operation. 


A special rotary line switch assembly 
tool, conceived by A. E. Dulin several 
years ago, was found to have been in- 
strumental in saving many hours work 
in the processing of several hundred 
wiper assemblies at “3” office in Lin- 
coln. Under the old method an average 
of 45 minutes per assembly was cut to 
24 minutes in a test of Ed’s invention. 
This was later reduced to 15 minutes, 
thus slashing the time consumed in the 
operation to one-third. A check for 
$200.00 was presented to Mr. Dulin to 
defray the cost of three of the tools 
made by him which are now in use, and 
to represent the Company’s acknowl- 
edgement of the valuable time saved 
through the use of them. 


Dan Smith of Pawnee City was 
awarded $25.00 for his suggestion and 
sample of a tool designed to hold and 
set angle-screws for porcelain knobs. 
The tool is fabricated from three pieces 
of 14, inch pipe, and holds the angle- 
screw in such fashion that the task 
of placing them, even in hardwood 
stringers, is made almost an easy one. 
The holder also prevents damage to the 
thread of the spindle and the resultant 
difficulty in placing the nut which 
holds the knob in place. 
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The Suggestion Committee, in ex- 
tending congratulations to Mr. Dulin 
and Mr. Smith, said that these ideas 
and the accompanying awards were 
outstanding examples of the mutual 
benefits of the employees suggestion 
plan. Employees, customers and the 
Company are aided by the practical 
thinking behind employee's ideas. Em- 
ployees gain also of course from sub- 
stantial awards given when ideas are 
adopted. 


Get a suggestion blank from your 
supervisor and send your ideas to Guy 
Seaton, Chairman, Suggestion Commit- 
tee, Lincoln. 


A. E. Dulin is demonstrating the use of 
his invention which has reduced by two- 
thirds the time required for processing wiper 
assemblies in dial offices. 


Meet A Director 


W. W. Putney 


ae biographical sketch will intro- 
duce another member of the Com- 
pany’s Board of Directors, Mr. W. W. 
Putney, who was elected to the Board 
on February 1, 1944. Mr. Putney is 
president of the Midwest Life Insur- 
ance Company of Lincoln and is a direc- 
tor of a number of other firms including 
the Continental National Bank, the 
Standard Reliance Insurance Company 
and the Standard Casualty Insurance 
Company of Lincoln. 

He received his education at Tilden, 
Nebraska and moved to Lincoln in 1913 
where he has since made his home. He 
was associated with the Star Van and 
Storage Company from 1913 to 1923 
serving during his latter years there as 
secretary-treasurer. He became assistant 
secretary of the Midwest Life Insurance 
Company in 1923 and in 1927 was 
elected to his present position of presi- 
dent. 

Active in the work of civic and wel- 
fare organizations, Mr. Putney is a 
director of the Lincoln Chamber of 
Commerce and is a member of the 
board of trustees of the Lincoln Gen- 
eral hospital and the University of Ne- 
braska Foundation. He also is state 
vice-president of the American Life 
Convention. 

Mr. and Mrs. Putney make their 
home in Lincoln. They have one son 
in University, one married daughter and 
two grandchildren. 


F. E. Behm, general plant superintendent, 
presents Mr. Schmeltzer with his 35 year 
service emblem. Other well wishers at the 
occasion were W. F. Combs, Guy Seaton, 
Joe Hartley, Fred Strasser, G. A. Foster, 
Herman Studier and Art Holcomb. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


ile following claims were paid by 

the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Asociation during the month 
of March: 

Primary members: Mrs. Rose Riggs, 
Lincoln Accounting, $5.00; Henrietta 
Goracke, Tecumseh Traffic, $5.00; 
Frances Lundeen, Hastings Traffic, 
$48.70; M. J. Brandt, Beatrice Plant, 
$71.50; Jane Spohn, Lincoln Account- 
ing, $5.00; Ruth L. Ewin, Hastings 
Trafic, $173.50; Ann M. Forst, Lincoln 
Traffic, $48.00; Mrs. Elsie Gill, Lin- 
coln Supply, $179.50; Elsie M. Ander- 
son, Lincoln Traffic, $108.50; W. T. 
Nyden, Lincoln Construction, $31.50. 

Dependents: Mrs. C. W. Keester, 
Lincoln, $40.88; Joan Winders, Lin- 
coln, $10.95; Mrs. Frank Nevitt, Beat- 
rice, $9.38; Clara Lynn Durr, Nebraska 
City, $105.00. 


Dial Telephones Increasing 


Three-fifths of all the telephones in 
the United States are now dial operated, 
according to Telephony magazine. 

Our Company is lagging somewhat 
behind this national figure but is catch- 
ing up fast. At the present time about 
55% of our stations are dial and sev- 
eral conversions of some of our larger 
exchanges including Hastings are on 
the current schedule. 


JOURNEY’sS END 


Mrs. Huldah Brobst, mother of Mildred 
Brobst, chief operator-cashier at Benedict, 
passed away March 11. Funeral services 
were held March 14 at Benedict. 


Mr. W. D. Cline, father of Nora Mae 
Johnson of the General Commercial Depart- 
ment at Lincoln, passed away at his home in 
Giltner on March 18. Funeral services were 
held on March 21 at Giltner. 


Schmelizer Receives 35 Year Pin During 
Hospital Sojourn 


UST a few days before Paul 

Schmeltzer was discharged from the 
hospital he was host to a gathering of 
telephone men who had called to re- 
mind him of a very important anni- 
versary, in token of which F. E. Behm, 
general plant superintendent, pre- 
sented him with a pin representing 35 
years of service as a telephone man. Mr. 
Schmeltzer had forgotten the anniver- 
sary, being more interested at that time 
in the number of days he had spent in 
the hospital as an aftermath of the auto- 
mobile accident on January 10, in which 
he with Art Holcomb and “Babe” 


Combs, was severely injured. 


Paul has spent his entire career in 
the construction department which he 
now heads as superintendent. He started 
in October, 1912, as groundman, rising 
by progressive steps to lineman, con- 
struction foreman, construction in- 
spector and general construction fore- 
man until, in August 1935, he was 
chosen to succeed H. W. Wheeler, 
upon the latter’s retirement, as con- 
struction superintendent. At the out- 
break of World War I, Mr. Schmeltzer 
enlisted, and served overseas for more 
than 18 months as a member of the 
Signal Corps. 


New Associate Editors 


Frances Clinton 


Were happy to present three new 
associate editors who have been 
given the assignments of reporting their 
respective department's happenings for 
the News. They are Frances Clinton, 
machine operator of Accounting, Myrtle 
Hiner, cashier of Lincoln Commercial, 
and Jeanne Hueppelsheuser, junior sec- 
retary of General Traffic. The first 
reports of Miss Clinton and Miss Hiner 
appear in this issue. Mrs. Hueppelsheu- 
ser, however, has been writing for her 
department for the past two months 


Biggest Case of Trouble 
(Continued from Page 2) 


until well into the evening. Wire Chief 
L. G. Saunders with Chief Testman 
Roy Cleveland arrived on the scene in 
short order. With Lloyd Jenkins at the 
testboard they began checking to de- 
termine the cause and location of the 
trouble. 

Herman Studier, acting construction 
superintendent, and Roy Mills, cable 
splicer, with his helper, Neal Schap- 
paugh, began making tests out east O 
Street and soon discovered two man- 
holes at 29th Street to be filled with 
water. When these were pumped out 
tone tests located the trouble as being 
somewhere in 440 feet of underground 
cable between the manholes. 

However, locating a break in under- 
ground cable is no easy matter and 
Ray Boling and part of his construction 
crew worked all night with Studier and 
the cable men in digging test trenches 
so that tests could be made. 

The trouble was located during the 
night and the next day Cecil Hutchison, 
cable splicer, and his helper, Louis Ott- 
nat resumed the job of drying out the 
cable and restoring service. Eleven 
feet of the lead sheath covering the 


Myrtle Hiner 


Jeanne Hueppelsheuser 


and was the Traffic Department associ- 
ate editor during parts of 1943 and 
1944, 

Miss Clinton and Miss Hiner succeed 
Mary Boshart and Betty Henson respec- 
tively and we wish to acknowledge with 
much appreciation the very good work 
of Mary and Betty in acting as their 
department's News _ representatives. 
Mrs. Hueppelsheuser will be assisted 
with respect to Cafeteria activities by 
Mrs. Betty Nyhoff who will act as 
Cafeteria reporter. 


cable had to be removed before the 
water soaked wires could be dried out. 

The job of testing the lines as they 
became clear was complicated because 
of the fact that picks had to be inserted 
between contacts in the switchroom 
to protect the equipment from the direct 
short in the circuits. Each line had to 
be tested by the men at the test board, 
after which the switchroom was noti- 
fied to pull the pick and then it was 
necessary to again test the line from the 
test board. 


After the trouble was cleared ini- 
tially, recurring service interruptions 
through this cable were experienced. 
It was found that these were caused 
from charred or burned insulation in 
the cable. The charring resulted from 
excessive heat in the cable due to 
electric currents flowing through the 
shorted circuits. Under such conditions 
cables become virtual electric heaters 
and get so hot that the paper insu- 
lation around the wires are sometimes 
charred. When insulation is charred it 
acts as a conductor and of course loses 
its insulating value. That is what hap- 
pened in this case and to make per- 
manent repairs it was necessary to pull 
in 440 feet of new 1,200 pair cable 
between the two manholes to replace 
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the portion affected by the water break. 
This splicing job was done by Cable 
Splicers August Brunke and Bill Hud- 
dleston with Lyle Higgins as helper. 


Old Time Melodrama To 


Feature Pioneer Banquet 
a hee plans for the annual Pioneer 
banquet which have been cloaked 
in a semi-transparent veil of mystery 
for the past two months have, at last, 
been brought out into the open. The 
revelation of what is in store for the 
members on the night of May 6 is 
startling, to say the least. 

In an initial announcement which 
bears the stamp of approval of both 
President Sturtevant and Social Chair- 
man Waldo McDowell, the feature of 
the evening is revealed to be a home tal- 
ent melodrama; one of those old-time 
tear-jerkers where the audience is un- 
inhibited and is expected to become 
part of the act, to hiss the villian, cheer 
the hero and so forth. The artists who 
make up the cast have already been 
selected and are now hard at work in 
perfecting their lines. The play is being 
coached by George Randol, director 
of Lincoln’s Circlet Theater, and is 
sponsored by the personnel depart- 
ment. 

Following the pattern set last year 
each Pioneer member will be entitled 
to bring one guest. The seat of activ- 
ities will be the main ball room of the 
Lincoln Hotel where the banquet din- 
ner will be served and the program 
presented from the stage. A. 5. Keckler 
has been appointed as ticket sale chair- 
man and all Pioneers are being con- 
tacted by his committee. 


Mollie McKnight Retires 

The retirement of Mollie M. Mc 
Knight, janitress at Table Rock, was 
announced by the general plant depart- 
ment and the bene- 
fit committee. The 
effective retirement 
date, March 1, was 
the exact anniver- 
sary of her employ- 
ment twenty years 
ago. Mrs. McKnight 
spent the entire 
span of her tele- 
phone service at 
Table Rock, in part 


time employment. 


Mollie McKnight 
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Storms Cost Money 


INAL tabulations from the Account- 

ing Department show that the cost 
of the January sleet storm ran over 
$42,000.00 for plant repairs.. In addi- 
tion to this we refunded $780.00 to sub- 
scribers to compensate them for the 
time they were without service as a 
result of storm damage. Refunds, of 
course, were made when the disruption 
of service was prolonged. 

Yes, storms do cost money. But like 
any well managed organization, our 
Company recognizes expenditures of 
this nature as part of the cost of doing 
business and makes provision for them 
in overall planning. 

Come to think of it, maybe we were 
pretty fortunate at that last winter. 
Several storms that set new records for 
severity in the state missed us entirely. 
The January storm, although plenty 
rugged in the areas it struck, was not 
widespread. Its repair cost, incidentally, 
was just a little over half that of the 
sleet and ice storm of December 1947 
which cost nearly $83,000.00. 


Reserve Units Upgraded 

HE two Organized Reserve Corps 

units sponsored by the Company 
were upgraded at ceremonies held 
March 11 at reserve headquarters in 
University Place. The signal units are 
Headquarters and Headquarters De- 
tachment, 301st Signal Service Group, 
commanded by Lt. Col. B. I. Noble, and 
491st Signal Heavy Construction com- 
pany, commanded by Capt. Arthur 
Holcomb. They are now designated as 
A and B units respectively instead of 


‘ 


class C as originally. Class A is one 
that has achieved its full reserve com- 
plement of officers and enlisted men. 
Class B designates a unit without a full 
enlisted force. Class C indicates a unit 
in its formation stage. 

Lt. Col. Noble conducted the meet- 
ing and introduced the speakers. Inspec- 
tion and roll call was made by Col. 
L. D. Zech, senior instructor for Ne- 
braska. The group was commended for 
its progress and excellent attendance. 


All In the Family 
RS. BERTHA SHARP, who retired 


in 1946 and now makes Lincoln 
her home, had the misfortune to fall 
on the ice in late February, breaking 
the bone in three places above the 


ankle. The accident occurred within a 
block from her home. 


Don Utterson, lineman on Don 
Smith’s construction crew, was running 
drop wire near-by and, seeing her fall, 
went to her assistance. Suspicious of 
a broken bone, Don gave her careful 
assistance to the house and arranged 
for medical aid. Neither of them knew 
of the other’s telephone family connec- 
tions until several days afterward. 

Mrs. Sharp remained at the hospital 
only one day, as no room or bed was 
available. She has since shown rapid 
progress toward recovery at her home. 
As Bertha McNabb she entered the 
telephone business more than 40 years 
ago at Fairbury and, during most of her 
career, was chief operator at Fairbury, 


Beatrice and Crab Orchard. 


FIRST ANNUAL REPORT TO EMPLOYEES 


The first annual report designed especially for employees is being printed 
this month. Prepared in cartoon form and written in an informal and chatty 
manner, it is easy to understand and inviting to the eye. It was composed and 
produced by employees of the Company and the fine hand of Joe Hartley is 


evident in the art work. 


The presentation is in the form 


of an informal address by the familiar 


figure of the little animated telephone man who, although quite apparently em- 
barrassed and unaccustomed to making public appearances, does a very creditable 
job of telling his story. A blackboard and drawings of the things he is talking 
about help him in getting his points across. 

In the little guy’s talk he explains first that in 1948 the Company received 
over 6 million dollars as revenue from customers and that $1,300,000.00 in new 
money was received from the sale of stocks and bonds. As his story unfolds he 
explains how this money was used to pay for day by day operations and the 


Company's expansion program. 


The report will be mailed to the homes of employees. 


—— 


Helen Pickard and Viva June Siefert look through the pages of an advance copy of the 
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new annual report for employees and apparently are pleased with what they see. 
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Cecil C. Donley 
Lincoln 
40 Years 


Stella M., Clark 
Auburn 
30 Years 


LeRoy W. Winscot 
Lincoln 
30 Years 


Merlie V. Markuson 
Lincoln 
35 Years 


Harry S. Knudson 
Lincoln 
30 Years 


Robert R. Guthrie 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Forty-[wo Years 
Lyle P. Young, Hastings. 


Forty Years 
Cecil C. Donley, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Nine Years 
Catharine Gillan, Humboldt; Carl Keester, 
Lincoln. 


Thirty-Eight Years 
Frederick M. Strasser, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Seven Years 
Florence M. Arbogast, Davey. 
Thirty-Five Years 
Merlie V. Markuson, Lincoln. 
Thirty-IT[wo Years 
Lillian K. Bader, Nebraska City; Earl J. 
Eichenour, Lincoln. 
Thrity-One Years 
Charles J. Crew, Geneva; William L. 
Hassler, Lincoln. 
Thirty Years 
Stella M. Clark, Auburn; Harry S. Knud- 
son, LeRoy W. Winscot, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Nine Years 


Grace A. Hauschild, Arthur C. King, 
Alice A. Kyckelhahn, Lincoln; Bert D. Kline, 


Superior. 
Twenty-Six Years 


Clarinda J. Lake, Superior; Ardell K. Rob- 
ison, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 


Robert R. Guthrie, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 
Dewey D. Eckles, Nelson. 


Twenty-Three Years 


Dell C. Gilmore, Lincoln; Sterling G. 
Nelson, Auburn. 


Twenty-Two Years 
Roy N. Brendle, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years 
Ralph S. Culver, Lincoln; Beata M. Merz, 
Seward. 
Twenty Years 


Darlene E. Multer, Paul A. Wilkinson, 
Lincoln; Minnie A. Schlitt, Hastings. 


Nineteen Years 
Elmer A. Moorhead, Geneva. 
Eighteen Years 
Harold Brady, Lincoln. 
Seventeen Years 
Howard Spahnle, Elvin. O. Wait, Lincoln. 
Fifteen Years 


Welton F. Grant, Lincoln; John H. Rol- 
and, Beatrice; Tyler W. Ryan, Tecumseh. 


Fourteen Years 


Josephine M. Placek, Nebraska City; 
Charles H. Vandevort, Fairbury. 


Twelve Years 
Mildred E. Hughes, Milford. 


Nine Years 
Helen F. DeBord, Fairbury; Doris Sutton, 
Lincoln. 
Eight Years 


Dorothea C. Heckman, Friend; Edna D. 
Pflughaupt, York. 


Seven Years 
Viola C. Dunn, Fairbury; Thayer E. Mor- 
gan, Auburn; Elmer W. Neujahr, Syracuse; 
Wilhelmine M. Sanmann, York. 


Six Years 


Magdalen M. Heser, Boyd M. Wedgwood, 
Lincoln; Annabelle I. Stocker, Fairbury. 


Five Years 


Emma M. Ebbeka, Geneva; Marie H. 
Reinert, Wilma A. Wergin, Lincoln; Ada 
M. Springer, Polk. 


Darlene E, Multer 


Lincoln 
20 Years 


Minnie A. Schlitt 
Hastings 
20 Years 


Welton F, Grant 
Lincoln 
15 Years 
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Paul A. Wilkinson 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Tyler W. Ryan 
Tecumseh 
15 Years 


John H. Roland 
Beatrice 
15 Years 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank Toohey are the 
proud parents of a baby daughter, Jean 
Joann, who made her appearance on March 
4. Frank is a member of the Lincoln Serv- 
ice Department. 


The Archie Stansburys of Beatrice are 
the proud parents of a baby daughter, Bar- 
bara Jean, who was born on March 20. 
Archie is a Plant Department employee at 
Beatrice. 


Larry Robert Chamberlain made his ap- 
pearance on March 8 in Lincoln to reside 
with Mr. and Mrs. Robert Chamberlain. 
Both Larry’s father and his grandfather, 
M. D. Chamberlain, work in the Supply 
Department. 


Harriett Oliver, operator at Auburn, be- 
came the bride of Frank E. Simpson on 
February 26 at the home of the groom’s 
parents in Auburn. The couple will reside 
in Auburn. 


Elvera Carman of the Osceola Traffic 
Department and Wayne Parks were united 
in marriage on February 21 at York. Mrs. 
Parks will continue her work. 


The marriage of Mary Word, operator at 
Osceola, and Eugene Sterup was solemnized 
on March 5 at St. Paul’s Methodist Church 
in Omaha. Mrs. Sterup will continue her 
work. 

Neva Delle Schnase of the Hastings Traf- 
fic Department became the bride of Pfc. 
George Lashley of the Marines on March 
11 at the Redeemer Lutheran Church in 
Hastings. Mrs. Lashley will continue her 
work. 

The marriage of Ann Schneider of the 
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+ @ Rowena V. Allen.......... 
@: > @ Esther L. Anderson....... 
K2 sd @ Monica M. Beringev....... 
RY @ ds @ C uain ry *  Verla L.. Carnes... 
*. ® Lila A, Cavender........... 
*, * Darlene K. Cooper......... 
m4 ® Virginia L. Crom............. 
ee See Ter re ee ee os ctetsasitataiinie  DeLores J. Dougherty... 
CERECEEEEEEEE EEE EEE EEE EE EEE EEEEEEEEPEEEB Helen E. Gase.. 


The following list of new employees is published as a 
gesture of friendly welcome and to help them get acquainted. 
We hope that they will enjoy their new occupation as well 
as the many fine associations that go with it. 


Name Position Exchange Employed Capitala D. Schrader 
Marjorie J. Strayer... 
Plant , Alice F, Thempsen.. as 
G. W. Heikes.........0.......0000...- Groundman................. Beatrice... .March 28 Elaine D, Tharp.................... 
We Fi, JORNSON ccc. Garage Serviceman.Lincoln.........March 3 Lydia Tice... 
Cid, FROG Y ya sscssesisccsexcrtsone DP TTIG OL sctccocsenvansennianesi Lincoln..........March 1 Lucille J. Twohig............ 
J. A. Krhounek..........0..0....... Warehouseman.......... Lincoln............... March 14 Donna J. Wilson.. set 


Promotions, Transfers, Title Chan ges 


Commercial 
Henrietta Goracke, A&L operator, Traffic, 
to clerk, Commercial, Tecumseh. 
Myrna Jensen, clerk to service representa- 
tive, Lincoln. 
Leila Turner, A€&L operator, Traffic, to 
clerk, Commercial, Fairbury. 


Plant 


J. J. Addleman, groundman to cable splicer’s 
helper, Lincoln Construction. 

F. P. Condos, janitor to shopman, Lincoln 
Supply. 

Wm. J. Cotton, Jr., warehouseman to shop- 
man, Lincoln Supply. 

Michael J. Danaher, groundman to com- 
binationman, Seward. 

D. C. Gilmore, combinationman to switch- 
man, Lincoln Service. 

John J. Keogh, groundman to cable splicer’s 
helper, Hastings Construction. 

Louis F. Ottnat, groundman to cable splicer’s 
helper, Lincoln Construction. 


Traffic 


Bonita Beiringer, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Hastings. 

Margaret Cornell, A€&?L operator, David City, 
to L operator, Lincoln. | 

Anita M. Cotner, A operator to A€&?L oper- 
ator, York. 

Marilyn L. Cotner, A operator to A€&L oper- 
ator, York. 


Myrna Jensen 
Service Representative 
Lincoln 


Betty J. Denny, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Genevieve M. Griffin, A€&L operator to 
clerk, Lincoln. 

Darlene Meyers, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Beatrice. 

Evelyn R. Vinkenberg, A&L operator to 
A&&L supervisor, Lincoln. 

Barbara Weise, A operator to A&L oper 
ator, Beatrice. 

Lyla M. Klein, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Hastings. 

Helen Roberts, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Hastings. 

Phyllis A. Wolkensdorfer, A operator to 
A&L operator, Hastings. 


Lincoln Accounting Department and Arlie 
Hansen of Ceresco was solemnized on March 
12 at the home of the bride. Mrs. Hansen 
will continue her work. 

The Baptist Church in Union was the 
scene of the wedding of Elaine Gruber of 
the Nebraska City Traffic Department and 
Jack Garrens. The ceremony was performed 
on March 12. Mr. Garrens is stationed at 
Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, and Mrs. Gar- 
rens will continue her work. 

Margaret Ann Tordrup, operator at Su- 
perior, and Burdette Hansen were united in 
marriage on March 13 at the Centennial 
Lutheran Church in Superior. Mrs. Hansen 
has resigned her position. 

Alice Peterson of the Plattsmouth Traffic 


Louise M. Herr........... 
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Anita M. Luzum............. 
Florence H, Mueller... 
JoAnn Quaintance........... 
Elizabeth A. Reinsch._. 
Marjorie J. Rentschler... 
Date Cleora E. Robbins................ 

Margery A. Schneider .. 


Department and Robert Reed of LaPlatte, 
Nebraska, were married March 1 at the 
St. Paul Methodist Church at Papillion, 
Nebraska. 


Imogene Cummings, Lincoln Traffic De- 
partment, was married on March 5 at the 
Methodist Church in Fairbury to Ralph 
Baldwin. Mrs. Baldwin is continuing her 
work. 

A March 11 event was the wedding of 
Betty Hansen, cashier in the Lincoln Cafe- 
teria, and Virgil Nyhoff of Lincoln. Mrs. 
Nyhoff is continuing her work. 

The marriage of Merlin Bute and Ardyce 
Flood was solemnized on March 24 in Lin- 
coln. Mr. Bute is a groundman in the Con- 
struction Department at Lincoln. 


Traffic 

cdeaas A Operator.................Nebr. City........March 7 
oes A Operator.................Lincoln.. ....March 28 
sseveeh.. IDEPATOR.. ccisetcateoscens David City........ March 15 
sei A & L Operator....... York...... ...March 28 
steels A Operator.......000........YoOrkK..000...Mareh 7 
sretcsh: RITIBT EVOL oi veccxeccaceec od CO vag ssnsccien March 21 
iden, A Operator........ Pawnee City....March 15 
A Operator............. Beatrice..........Marech 7 
Fe A Operator........... Pawnee City...March 25 
....A Operator...... York.....................Mareh 28 
......A Operator........ Lincoln....... March 14 
saab A Operator........ Lincoln.. ....VMareh 2 
sats A & L Operator......Hastings.........March 1 
A Operator.............. ..Lincoln........ March 14 
...A & L Operator......Fairbury..........March 14 
A Operator..................Nebr., City......Mareh 1 
.A & L Operator......Osceola. .....March 28 
sound. QDerator..<......:. if 5) ig eee March 7 
.....4 Operator............ ..Fairbury.............Febr’y 28 
Assistant Cook........Lincoln. .....Mareh 11 
-A Operator....... ....Wahoo.................March 12 
seat -Assistant Cook. .....Lincoln...........March 11 
.. Operator... ...Beatrice............Marech 7 


....A Operator. David City March 15 


Eastern District 
Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 
David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 
A farewell party was given Margaret Cor- 
nell who is leaving us for the Lincoln 
office. After an evening of fun and refresh- 
ments, Margaret was presented with a gift 
from the Traffic girls. Good luck, Mar- 
garet! ... Another chapter was added to the 
Wheels of Progress when the last nail was 
driven in and the last man was driven out 
of the new class room in the Traffic De- 
partment. It began to look as though 
“school” would never start the way the 
men, both local and imported, dashed about 
putting on the finishing touches. 
Nebraska City Area 
Helen Greiner, Correspondent 
Illness during March included Evelyn 
Moles, Betty Kopf, Mary Ann _ Jenkins, 
Mary Ross, Betty Johnson, Willa Gump 
and Ardel Freudenberg who had a minor 
operation—tonsils removed!! ... Max Jen- 
kins of the Plant Department moved his 
family to Nebraska City from Lincoln. ... 
G. E. Walroth, Directory and Methods Su- 
pervisor, is visiting the Commercial De- 
partment and assisting Mrs. Armstrong 
with the new directory. . . . Two construc- 
tion crews are in the Nebraska City area 
regrouping some rural lines. Ardell Rob- 
ison of Lincoln installed a new generator, 
while Francis Darnold equipped position 
14 for use... . The Plant Department bowl- 
ing league obtained their new shirts. We 
hear the bowling scores could be better. ... 
Only Mary Ross from the Traffic Depart- 


ment is in a bowling league. . . . Mary 
Bartyzelle has a new car. She says it takes 
as much care as a baby. ... Mr. and Mrs. 


Geo. Placek’s son, Junior, is home on leave 
from the Navy. He is stationed at San 
Diego, California. . . . Miss Bader, Jeannie 
Vest, Violet Peterson, Cleora Robbins, Nel- 
lie Burbee and Mrs. Paul Tackett attended 
the wedding of Elaine Gruber at Union, 
Nebr. ... The Traffic Department received 
a letter of “thanks” and “appreciation” 
from Victor Bremer, Commander of the Le- 
gion Post No. 8 Disaster Committee, for 
the excellent service rendered during the 
recent flood emergency. ... We were also 
mentioned in the Nebraska City News 


Press. 
Platismouth Area 


Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


A miscellaneous shower was given in 


honor of Mrs. Robert Reed, formerly Alice 
Petersen, by the employees at the telephone 
office. The evening was spent in playing 
games and visiting. At an appropriate hour, 
refreshments were served. Mrs. Reed re- 
ceived many beautiful gifts. . . . Vada 
Barker underwent an operation at an Omaha 
hospital recently. We hear she is expecting 
to come home soon and we are looking 
forward to seeing her back at work. 


Wahoo Area 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 


A party was held in the basement room 
of the Telephone office on the evening of 
March 1 for Angelyn Docekal Pallat and 
Ruby Hines Fencl, new brides, and Mae 
Meduna, Hazel Gross and Harriett Smith, 
who celebrated birthdays in February. The 
brides were each presented with wedding 
gifts and the other girls with birthday 
gifts. The tables were beautifully decorated 
with sweet peas and candles. After some 
time was spent in playing games, a deli- 
cious lunch was served. 


General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Frances Clinton, Associate Editor 


With shaking knees and one eye on a 
law book (how would libel suits be listed? ), 


we accept the role of Associate Editor and 
will henceforth be seen hastily jotting notes 
in our little black book. ... The first item 
to come from the aforementioned source is 
that something new has been added to the 
Roy Galley garage—meaning of course his 
bright and shining new Plymouth. We won- 
der if Mr. Galley knows that driving a new 
car is a sure way to invite rainy weather. 
Of course, an even better way is to wear 
a new suit. We understand that Mr. Galley 
also made that purchase not long ago. Upon 
donning this gem of sartorial splendor he 
found that one trouser leg was shorter than 
the other. Whereupon he made a hasty 
trip to the tailor. We could have saved 
him the trouble—all he’d have to do is lean 
a little to one side and they’d be perfectly 
even. .. . Misfortune seemed to be smiling 
on Clara Jones during one of the few warm 
weeks we’ve had recently. She was renting 
a garage near her home and a parking space 
at work, but couldn’t get into either because 
of the mud. That’s what you might call 
getting nothing for something. . .. There 
seem to be several new purchases to be 
talked about lately. Viva June Siefert and 
her husband are the proud owners of a new 
home. Very favorable reports have 
come from Lydia Holloway, who is current- 
ly convalescing in the hospital. We hope 
she’ll be back soon. ... Among the many 
cold-sufferers was Eunice Bailey, who is 
back on the job after winning the “battle 
of the bug” The most starry-eyed 
young lady in our midst these days is 
Ludelle Deuchler—and for good reason. 
She’s going to be married Easter Sunday. 


Commercial Department 


Lincoln Business Office 
Myrtle Hiner, Associate Editor 


The spotlight activity right now is defi- 
nitely ping pong. The 11:30-12:30 shift 
practically takes over the club room during 
their lunch hour, so we hear. Among the 
enthusiasts are Virginia Perry, Peggy Han- 
sen, Audrey Althouse, Anne Swisher, 
Chauncey Eggerss and Waldo McDowell. 
Virginia and Peggy beat two of the Com- 
pany’s experts, Carl Ahl and Rod Andrews, 
the other day to the accompaniment of 
much excitement and wild screaming from 
the gallery. ... We notice Harry Gore and 
Chauncey Eggerss are getting rather impa- 
tient at the weatherman for not giving 
them real good golf weather. ... Jeffery 


Dennis Hamilton came to the home of 
Evelyn and Stan Hamilton (Evelyn is a 
former service representative) on March 5. 
Congratulations, “Jeff”, for choosing such 
nice parents. . . . It seems Alice Fender 
had a little difficulty at the bowling alley 
one night. Somehow she couldn’t let go 
of the ball and decided to go down the 
alley on her hands and knees along with 
the ball. There are easier ways of getting 
strikes you know, Alice. ... Far away places 
had no allure for our vacationer, Mar- 
guerite Chapin. Only her new apartment, 
cook books, and hints to the new house- 
keeper could attract her interest. . .. Bill 
Quinn came to work one morning with a 
very badly skinned nose. The story is, he 
was caught in a revolving door. Maybe he 
will learn to pick on things that can’t hit 
back. . . . And, of course, Anne Swisher 
hasn’t logically explained her black eye oc- 
curring at the same time. .. . It was nice 
seeing Mike Egan and Al Ager, former 
members of our office force. Al, hobbling 
on crutches, is recuperating from a blizzard 
accident. Another visitor was Dick Dever- 
eaux of the personnel department of North- 
western Bell ‘Telephone Company at 
Omaha. Dick has recently been trans- 
ferred from the St. Paul office. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


At this writing we find our accident vic- 
tims, Paul Schmeltzer and Art Holcomb, 
both making splendid progress. Art has 
been in to see us several times and is look- 
ing very well. It will be a happy day when 
they are both back at their regular jobs. 
- .. This rainy month of March has meant 
lots of trouble for our cable splicers. Our 
biggest worry was a big case of under- 
Zround cable trouble in the vicinity of 
29th and O Streets. Ray Boling’s crew 
worked until 5 A. M. digging up conduit 
and Splicers Roy Mills and Cecil Hutchi- 
son with their helpers, Neal Schappaugh 
and Louis Ottnat, worked a couple of days 
Clearing up the trouble. We are thankful 
that we don’t have that kind of trouble 
every day. ... The ladies lounge has just 
taken on a new color scheme of old rose 
and green and perhaps it’s the smell of 
Paint that causes our brain not to function. 
... At any rate, guess that is all for this 
time. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Harry White has been working a few 
hours a day at “4” office and from all re- 
ports is feeling fine. George Arnold 
tells us that he is about ready to return 
to work also. ... As usual all offices have 
been very busy, and W. H. Webster has 
been helping with the installation at ‘6” 
office besides working at “4”. ... We under- 
stand that Dell Gilmore is really cracking 
the whip down in the main switchroom. 
He must be doing a good job from the looks 
of all the new equipment that is filling up 


all the corners around here. Soon we’ll need 
a guide to find our way around. ... Mr. 
Smith went out to visit “6” office last week 
and had coffee with the boys. He reports 
that everything was fine, except that there 
was a scarcity of cream so he had to drink 
his coffee black. Next time he plans to 
call ahead of time so this little problem 
can be taken care of. Of course, maybe it 
would be best for him to carry his own.... 
We are glad to report, at this time, that 
Delores Bates is getting along just fine 
after undergoing an appendectomy at St. 
Elizabeth’s Hospital, March 26. 


Supply Department 


Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


We’ve heard some nice things about the 
story and pictures of our new offices that 
were featured in last month’s News. Of 
course we agree because we’re proud of our 
spacious and pleasant working rooms, and 
are glad to have others see them pictorially. 
... The shop recently completed equipping 


trailers with portable digging units: These 
are to be assigned to districts and are ex- 
pected to relieve exchange forces of the 
hardest part of farm line extension work. 
Each trailer is equipped with a gasoline 
powered generator, 8” and 12” digging 
augers, a motor for operating the augers, 
and other associated items. Our jack-of-all- 
trades, Walt Knudson, and Tool Repairman 
Nelson Liesveld rightly feel proud of these 
assemblies. . . . Elsie Gill is back at work 
efter an absence due to surgery. ... Mr. 
Huddleston is having another session of 
hospitalization and surgery. We are all 
hoping that he will soon be back home and 
feeling up to par again. . .. We’re very 
busy these days selling and shipping several 
hundred telephones removed by replace- 
ment with new, modern sets. Ads in Tele- 
phone Magazines, and direct mail letters, 
have brought inquiries from as Yar =way 
as Canada and from approximately one- 
half of the forty-eight states, and have thus 
far resulted in sales in six different states. 

Warehouse building personnel can 
breathe somewhat easier now that the 


Customer Cooperation Ihat Helped 


Melting snow from what has 
been called Nebraska’s worst win- 
ter caused record floods in some 
streams in our territory. Seward 
was among the exchanges where 
flood waters rose to all time high 
levels. No serious disruption of 
telephone service at any point was 
reported, however. 

The plant of Hughes Brothers at 
Seward, producers of certain items 
of telephone equipment, was in the 
path of the Blue river flood and 
suffered great damage. The com- 
pany, however, took all possible 
precautions and did our Company a 


xno see 


great service by raising the switch- 
board and battery supply equip- 
ment above the level of the flood 
waters. The accompanying picture 
shows Mrs. Hulda Kapke, P.B.X. 
operator, as she carries on her work 
in spite of the difficulties of the 
situation. Mrs. Kapke, incidentally, 
is a former chief operator of the 
Pleasant Dale exchange. 

John McKinzie, district manager, 
wrote Hughes Brothers and ex- 
pressed the appreciation of the 
Company for their excellent and 
thoughtful cooperation. To this we 
should like to add the thanks of the 


CORT ) 


News” for the photograph. 


weather has moderated. Our old, tem- 
porarily repaired furnace has surprisingly 
earried us through the extremely cold win- 
ter. Although the new boiler was delivered 
a few weeks ago and is “on call’ in the 
cable yard, we knew it wouldn’t be of much 
immediate help if the old one failed some 
below zero morning, especially since the 
whole side of the building must be torn 
out to make the replacement. 


Traffic Department 


Lincoln Operating Dept. 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


Our awareness of spring is heightened by 
unmistakable signs on all sides in Traffic. 
A lot of gals have donned the cotton prints, 
outside we hear familiar chirpings in the 
air, and Genevieve Griffin has flashed a 
new hair-do which we also reason was in- 
spired by a desire for things new. .. . Among 
our souvenirs is the cover on the last issue 
of the Telephone News. Really portraying 
spring, it is just about the cleverest and 


Casper E. Yost Chapter 


ARRY MOSS and Clayton Lieb- 

hart, Lincoln employees who re- 
cently retired, were the guests of honor 
at a dinner given at the Cornhusker 
Hotel on March 22 by officers of the 
Casper E. Yost Chapter, Telephone 
Pioneers of America. The dinner was 
arranged so that Messrs. Moss and 
Liebhart might be presented, with fit- 
ting ceremony, with life membership 
certificates in the Pioneer organization. 
Both have been members of the Casper 
E. Yost Chapter for a number of 


years. 

Three Omahans, Roy R. Hartford, 
president; Ed A. Hoagland, vice presi- 
dent and Fred E. Dunham, secretary, 
represented the Yost Chapter. Mr. 


cutest thing ever. . . . Lorraine Williams 
and Norma Bailey are planning a sojourn 
in Seattle. . While Mary Arthur was 
working on a call to Ayer, Mass., she was 
suddenly startled when a New York oper- 
ator came in and said “Lincoln, are you 
holding for air? (Ayer)”.... We are glad 
to report Barbara Miller again able to work 
after an attack of acute bronchitis. ... We 
miss the presence of Mary Emerson who 
is in the hospital for a rest prior to an 
operation. . . . The square dancing classes 
have been well attended and immensely 
enjoyed by all. Marjorie Johns and 
Darlene Johannes are among those we ob- 
serve wearing diamonds. .. . Irene Dreezen 
suffered loss of her voice for a time last 
week. Dorothy Nelson’s mother, of 
Nehawka, has been very ili in a hospital in 
Nebraska City. . . . Blanche Logan doesn’t 
believe one has to use “high falutin’” tooth 
preparations to keep one’s teeth fit. She 
just uses a bit of her husband’s shaving 
lotion. Carol Strohm, who has been 
taking swimming lessons, is afraid to dive 


Honors Lincoln Pioneers 


Hartford, in awarding the certificates, 
recounted the long and active tele- 
phone careers of the honored guests, 
and of his own contact with them as 
their trails crossed from time to time 
down through the years. In addition 
to the framed certificates, Harry and 
Clayton were given plastic enclosed 
billfold cards, certifying perpetual mem- 
bership in the Chapter. 


Also present at the dinner were 
three other Lincoln members of the 
Casper E. Yost Chapter, C. S. Nevin, 
A. B. Smith and F. E. Behm. Officers 
of the Frank H. Woods Chapter attend- 
ing the ceremony were O. L. Sturtevant, 
president, and Otto Nelsen, secretary. 


Roy R. Hartford, president of the Casper E. Yost chapter, presents Clayton Liebhari 


and Harry Moss with certificates of life membership in the association. 


Attending the 


dinner, left to right, were C. 5S. Nevin, Fred E. Dunham, Otto Nelsen, Mr. Liebhart, Mr. 
Hartford, Mr. Moss, O. L. Sturtevant, F. E. Behm, A. B, Smith and Ed Hoagland. The Yost 
chapter was represented by Mr. Hartford, Mr. Hoagland and Mr. Dunham, president, vice- 
president and secretary, respectively. Officers of the Frank H, Woods chapter were O. L. 
Szurtevant, president, and Otto Nelsen, secretary. 
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off the side of the pool for fear of landing 
on her stomach so she goes in feet first 
and very cautiously at that. Betty 
Hinman spent her vacation in Grand Is- 
land. ... Della Wilcox visited her mother 
in Blackwell, Oklahoma. 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 
Jeanne Hueppelsheuser, Associate Editor 


Biggest and best news this month is that 
Elsie Anderson is on the job again and looks 
and feels as good as new. Welcome back, 
Elsie! ... We have one sure sign of spring 
and summer in the General Traffic—Paul 
Henson’s complexion. He has a beautiful 
sun tan—and so early. We haven’t yet dis- 
covered how it was obtained. ... After what 
happened several weeks ago, Bob Wohlberg 
has switched from matches to a cigarette 
lighter. In order to cover expenses, he is 
selling lighter fluid. By stopping in room 
304 you can have your lighter refueled for 
a nominal fee (1c)!! .. . Your associate 
editor has been asked to report the hap- 
penings in the cafeteria. Sometimes it’s a 
little difficult to keep up with the “girls 
in white.” However, we'll try. ... We're 
happy to report that Marie Reinert is get- 
ting along fine after an illness and brief 
stay at the Lincoln General Hospital. We 
miss you a lot, Marie, and hope to be see- 
ing you again soon. ... Have you ever seen 
the “Dumb Cluck Badge’? The badge itself 
is beyond description, but its purpose is 
quite clear and very effective. An error on 
the part of any one of the girls in the cafe- 
teria means they must wear the “Dumb 
Cluck Badge” for a period determined by 
the seriousness of the error. Recently, 
Mary Tice prepared a meat loaf for the 
noon meal. Everything was in readiness, 
including the pre-heated oven. What did 
Mary do but walk directly to the refrigera- 
tor, pop the meat loaf in close to the freez- 
ing unit, close the door and busy herself 
with her other duties. It didn’t take the 
others long to discover her mistake, so Mary 
shamefully wore the “D. C.” badge for one 
day. Too bad, but you brought it all on 
yourself, Mary!! We'll try to keep you 
posted each month, on the latest wearer 
of the badge. 


Southern District 


Wilma Stolzenburg, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Florence Fruehling, Correspondent 


The new toll class at Auburn consists of 
Harriet Simpson and June Vanarsdell. 


Beatrice Area 
Edith Liedtke and Mildred Schmidt, 

Correspondents 
Well, here it is, spring again! So far, no 
signs of spring fever, everyone is being 
kept too busy with the increase in calls dur- 
ing the recent flood which certainly put 
Beatrice in the news. Our thanks to the 
girls who came to work on trucks and other 
equipment furnished, or else “walked the 
dike” in spite of the danger involved... . 
The four students struggling through toll 
classes are Clara Corter, Jeanne Ahl, Lois 
Kuhn, and Shirley Mills... . A new posi- 
tion is being added to the local board which 


SO a 


will certainly help ease the load during the 
rush hours. . .. Lela Watson was the guest 
of honor at a party given by Edna Pflug- 
haupt in York on the evening of March 
12, the occasion being her birthday. 
Harlan Gillespie and Wilma Stolzenburg 
are always comparing notes after their re- 
spective bowling nights. It’s nothing for 
Harlan to bowl a 200 game, but when Wilma 
does, it’s something—she rolled a 200 game 
the other night, excuse us, it was 206 we 
hear. . . . During the flood getting to work 
was quite an experience for our employees, 
for instance John Brockmeyer and Norma 
Jean Rutan felt as if they had put in a 
day’s work before they got to work—they 
walked the railroad bridge. Don Young 
and Ben Ford came from the other direc- 
tion so they were lucky enough to ride the 
improvised ferry. Alfred Pard, of 
Beatrice Plant, underwent an appendectomy 
at the Lutheran Hospital. We wish you a 
speedy recovery, Al. 
Fairbury Area 
Leila Turner, Correspondent 


The new coke machine in the building 
is really nice and handy and incidentally, 
so is the new lunch cabinet in the Traffic 
Department. 

Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin and Rosalie Stewart, 
Correspondents 

The most startling news was the discov- 
ery that Bachelor Bill Eckles, ‘Tecumseh 
Plant, got himself. engaged. He must have 
done it in one of his weaker moments. .. . 
We are sorry to learn of the death of Clara 
Costello’s aunt, Lucy Clark, who lived in 
Omaha. Burial was at Tecumseh. ... Hen- 
rietta Gorachke underwent a tonsilectomy 
at the Tecumseh Hospital recently. 
Edna Ragon was hostess at a dinner party 
with twenty-five guests present, on March 
2. The guest of honor was her nephew, 
Dale McCoy, from Salinas, California, who 
is visiting here. . . . Jerrie Murphy was a 
guest at a dinner party at the Raymond 
Hupka residence near Tecumseh, March 6. 

. Alice Johnson has a sure method of 
getting to work in spite of muddy roads. 
She rides horseback. . . . The girls in the 
Commercial office have taken up a new in- 
door sport. Jerrie Murphy and Mary Kalin 
were observed in the local billiard parlor, 
wielding a wicked billiard cue. As a re- 
minder that the game takes practice, the 
score was a close 41 to 43 in the hole... 
That’s all for Tecumseh. ... The envy of 
the employees at the Pawnee City exchange 
is Vryl Clark, who recently traded his car 
in for a new Ford. 


Western District 


Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 
Geneva-Hebron Area 
Velma Garland, Correspondent 
The engagement ring on Ella Witte’s 
third finger, left hand, looks very nice. Con- 
gratulations, Ella! 
Hastings Area 
Betty Hudson, Correspondent 
Recent honorees at bridal showers were 
Neva Schnase and Flossie Grosshans. Con- 


Nebraska City’s newly formed bowling team which has been among the stellar per- 
formers in the city’s industrial league. Left to right, Max Jenkins, Roy Helfer, Raymond 
Kinnison, Joe Durr, George Placek and Ivan Livingston. Thanks to Roy Ojers for sending 
us the picture. 


gratulations, girls, on your wise decision. 

. . We are happy to hear that Kay Ar- 
nold is recovering rapidly from her recent 
operation and hope that she and Ruth Ewin, 
who recently underwent an appendectomy, 
will be back soon. Another on the opera- 
tion list is Carolee Grothaus, Plant Stenog- 
rapher, who underwent an appendectomy. 
We hope you have a speedy recovery, 
Carolee. ... Jo Ann Shuman is back with 
us after a siege of the mumps, and Dar- 
lene Eldred had us worried for a while 
when a rumor concerning the measles cir- 
culated during her recent absence. How- 
ever, lucky for everyone and especially Dar- 
lene, it was only a rumor. . .. The party 
for all telephone workers given by the 
Union members recently attracted almost 
a full house. Special points of the program 
were two songs by Shirley Adams, accom- 
panied by Darlene Eldred, and the reading 
by Marilyn Cartwright. The committee 
consisting of Darrel and Pinky Joynt, Dar- 
lene Aulner, Ann Moler, Betty Hudson, Don 
Jones and Mr. and Mrs. George Fleck were 
the ones who really had the fun—spending 
the evening preparing food and the rest of 
the night doing the dishes. We all enjoyed 
it very much, didn’t we? ... Yours Truly 
spent two days in Lincoln learning to print 
some of the posters which have been ap- 
pearing on the Hastings’ board. Thanks to 
the Lincoln employees, we had a very nice 
time. Incidentally, we met a lot of nice 
people while there. . . . If you should be 
walking along with Darlene Eldred and 
suddenly find you are talking with your- 
self and look up and see Darlene floating 
on air, don’t be surprised. Darlene is plan- 
ning to be married in a few days. Mrs. 
Oliver! My, that sounds nice, doesn’t it, 
Darlene? ... Two of the early vacationers 
this month are Shirley Adams and Elizabeth 
Capron. Shirley spent her vacation at home 
and Elizabeth spent hers in Chicago. ... 
The engagement ring adorning the left hand 
of Carolee Grothaus, Plant Steno, has caused 
much turmoil in the Terminal Room. The 
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pass word these days is, “Did you get an 
extra newspaper last Saturday?” These words 
always come from the lips of Jack Mason, 
Chief Testman, because he is teasing Caro- 
lee by telling her that he knew she was 
delivering extra newspapers on Saturday 
because her engagement was announced and 
she wanted to make sure everyone knew it. 
We know differently, Carolee, and Con- 
gratulations! 


Superior Area 
Maxine Chambers, Correspondent 


Olga Anderson and Mr. and Mrs. Kubat 
attended the Ice Follies at Omaha the 
week-end of March 26. ... Mr. Kubat has 
been called back into Omaha to serve on 
the jury for the Federal District Court. ... 
Irene Hashage and Irene Warneking are 
in the toll training class. 


York-Osceola Area 
Helen Garner, Correspondent 


Darline Klemz had infection in her 
thumb which required medical attention. 
She was absent for a few days, but she’s 
back with us now with her thumb all ban- 
daged. Minnie Sanmann is also on the 
sick list. We hope she will be back soon. 
... Patty Kupetz and Jeanene Wyatt are 
taking toll training with Luree McCarty 
instructing. ... Jan Walford and Gertrude 
Richert are floating around in the clouds 
since they received diamonds this month. 
All we hear now is plans for their spring 
weddings. Congratulations, gals, we’re all 
for you We've been practicing fire 
drills this week, which has caused a great 
deal of excitement. Naturally, we hope we 
never have to use the drill for a real fire. 

. . We had a local subscriber answer an 
operator’s “Number Please” with, “Oh, the 
party that hung up must have been call- 
ing”, which just goes to show the operator 
isn’t the only person who makes mistakes. 

. . Looks like Spring is actually arriving 
at last, and of course, George Mehuron is 
up to his old tricks. He got stuck in the 
mud again. Even with the mud, we’re glad 
Spring is coming and with it—vacations! 
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7SK\PPER BURGE, THE OLD SEAFARING MIAN FROM 
BEATRICE, REFUSED To BE DETERRED BY THE RECORD 
FLOOD WHICH SWEPT OVER THE HIGHWAY IN THE 
WEST PART OF TOWN. HE AIMED HIS CAR SIRAIGHT 
INTO THE SWIRLING WATERS AND GAVE IT THE 
GUN .. HE WAS DOING ALL RIGHT T00, AND HAD 
REACHED THE MIDDLE- AND DEEPEST PART WHEN A 
RUCK PASSED HIM AND THREW A BIG WASH: WAVE 
OVER THE BURGE ENGINE - AT LAST REPORT HE 


WAS STILL THERE, 


—_ —— 
DOROTHY NELSON, LINCOLN TRAFFIC, BAKED A 
CAKE WHICH REQUIRED TWO E66 YOLKS. THAT 
LEFT HER WITH TWO SPARE WHITES . SHE HAD 
READ SOMEWHERE THAT EGG WHITES MAKE 
A GOOD FACIAL PACK AND DECIDED To TRY IT 
OUT. 50 SHE WHIPPED THEM LIP AND SPREAD 
“THE G00 THICK ON HER FACE... JUST THEN 
SHE HEARD THE BOY FRIEND DRIVE UP. - 
DOT FRANTICALLY SCRAPED THE FROTH 
FROM HER FACE AND PUT IT IN THEREFRIG- 

ERATOR , INTENDING TO USE IT WHEN SHE 


WHEN ROY BRENDLE,, LINCOLN SERVICE, 
FINISHED SHAVING A FEW MORNINGS 
AGO,HE PUT HIS RAZOR MUG AND PIPE. 
INTO THE SHAVING HIT AND EMERGED 
FROM THE BATHROOM PUFFING ON 
THE SHAVING BRUSH , 


JO A STARTLED OPERATOR WHO WAS 
ANSWERING HER SIGNAL . 


DON TEJCKA, MAIL BOY, WHO 1 
TRYING 10 LEARN THE BUSINESS 
BY WATCHING THE EXPERTS AT 


WORK, GOT HIT SMACK ON 

He HEAD BY 4 LIGHT BULB i | 

WHICH SLIPPED FROM HAROLD FANE oe 

WARTS GRASP WHILE. HE WAS TaN Domai | 
REPLACING IT. DON 15 STILL . XY =~ | [ats 


K.B.CARY HAS ALWA¥S HAD TROVBLE WITH 


COMBING GLA55 OUT OF HELEN PICCOLO, ACCOUNTING, WAS PERFORMING | | KEN AND MARY BOSHART, IN NEW 
; IN ONE OF THE SETS AT THE SQUARE DANCE. || EASTER BONNETS, Sfoon Sine BY SIDE | | CHAIRS, HOBBY HORSES, ETC. SLIDING FROM 
HIS HAIR WHEN A LARGE AND NEA SHOE CAME, ON ANO” STREET eae FORFIFTEEN | | UNDER HIM- AND DEPOSITING HIM FLAT 


ON HIS BACK. HE'S BEEN PRETTY CAUTIOUS 
OF LATE YEARS UNTIL ONE AFTERNOON 
WHEN HE TRIED To SIT DOWN ON A 
SMALL STOOL INTHE BUSINESS OFFICE . THE 
STOOL HAD WELL OILED CASTERS AND THE 
ADVENTURE ENDED WITH KB. LANDING 
IN THE OLD FAMILIAR POSITION . 


MINUTES WITHOUT RECOGNIZING EACH 
OTHER. . EACH WAS JUST A BIT 
UNHAPPY BECAUSE THE OTHER. 
WAS NOT THERE AT THE 
APPOINTED TIME . 


DOWN ON HER TOES, TEARING OFF HER 
SANDAL. HELEN DIDN‘’T WANT To PAUSE 
IN THE MIDDLE OF THE FRAY 50 SHE 
FINISHED THE DANCE IN STOCKINGED 
FOOT, WITH THE SANDAL DANGLING 
BY THE ANKLE STRAP. 


Hiland H. Wheeler 


At a meeting of the Company’s Board of 
Directors on April 15 Hiland H. Wheeler was 
elected Vice President, succeeding B. I. Noble. 


He also was elected a member of the Board. 


Mr. Wheeler was first employed by the 
Company in 1915 in its plant and engineering 
department. Until 1923 he was Plant Engineer, 
becoming Chief Engineer in January of that year 
and holding that position continuously until 
this time. 

He had formal education in the Lincoln 
public schools and the University of Nebraska, 
Class of 1909. Subsequently he has been en- 
gaged in public utility work without interrup- 
tion. Prior to entering telephone work he 
was employed by the Burlington Railroad in 
railway construction and by the Milwaukee 
Electric Railway and Light Company in various 


capacities. 
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Hiland H. Wheeler 
Elected Lompany 


ice-President 


In the thirty-four years he has been with 
this Company he has become well known not 
only throughout the Company organization but 
also among other telephone companies and 
people. Mr. Wheeler has been prominent in 
various local associations. His chief diversions 


are outdoor activities. 


President Thomas C. Woods, in announc- 
ing the action of the Board, said that Mr. 
Wheeler’s election brings to the Company’s gen- 
eral administration a knowledge of the technical 
phases of the business which is especially 


important at this time. 


It should be pleasing to all of us within 
the Company organization to observe that selec- 
tions for positions of importance can be and are 
made from our own people who may possess the 


required qualifications. 


i 


Outside Service and Commercials 


Are Bowling Champs 


Neste two telephone bowling leagues 
which have flourished through the 
chilly months at Bowlmor Lanes, Lin- 
coln, on Wednesday evenings, brought 
their respective seasons to a close on 
April 27 with the Commercial girls’ 
team nosing out the Plant quintet for 
the championship by the narrowest pos- 
sible margin of one game. The men 
used the evening to roll a post-season 
round robin, and watched Paul Henson 
walk away with the top prize with a 
handicap series of 689. Paul hit 561 
from scratch for his best effort of the 
year. 
The regular season ended for the 
men’s league on April 20, when the 
perennial champions, the Outside Serv- 


ice team, turned back a belated surge 
by the Business Office aggregation to 
break the tape one game in the lead. 
The General Commercials, who had 
been treading on the leaders’ heels for 
several weeks dropped to third place, 
two games behind the champions. 

Bedric Wanek and Howard Spahnle 
tied for the season’s high average with 
171, while Elmer Dougherty, with 170, 
needed only a few pins to make it a 
triple championship. Bedric’s 623 stood 
up as high series for the year. Harry 
Gore with 245 and John Fischer with 
242 took high honors in individual 
games. 

Virginia Anderson was again the 
pace setter in all departments of the 


High scorers of the men’s league. Left to 
right, Bedric Wanek, 171; Howard Spahnle, 
171; Elmer Dougherty, 170, and Harry Gore, 
163. 


Tops in the girls’ division. Left to right, 
Virginia Anderson, 146; Arlene Zabel, 137, and 
Ruth Marrow, 131. 


girls’ league. Her high series of 542, 
high game of 212 and average of 146 
were all at the top of the list. Arlene 
Zabel improved most rapidly during 
the season, and in the later weeks was 
blasting the pins in a manner which 
sounded warning that she is to be reck- 
oned with in the future. 

Eighty men and 27 girl employees 
competed in the two leagues during 
the course of the season. The grand 
finales, which consist of the annual 
dinners and business meetings are 
scheduled for this month. 


Turning up as champions of the bowling league is getting to be 


The Commercial team won 56 and lost 43 to nose out the Plant 
by one game. They look pretty happy about the whole thing too. 
Left to right, Helen Johnson, Gertrude Holmes, Alice Fender, Vir- 
ginia Anderson and Anne Swisher. (Just between us girls, the cup 
is phony but it does add atmosphere or something.) 


a habit with the Outside Service team. They topped the field in 
1945, 1946, 1948 and this year repeated although by a narrow margin 
of one game. The smiling champs, left to right, are Rex Winders, 
Elmer Dougherty, John Fischer, B. D. Pattison and Bedric Wanek. 
Visible in the rooting section are Mrs. Rollie Winders, Mrs, Rex 
Winders, Mrs. Wanek and Mrs, Fischer. 


Cc. C, Donley 


HREE important changes in the 

Company’s organization were made 
this month. C. C. Donley was ap- 
pointed chief engineer and L. P. Young 
general traffic superintendent in the 
Company’s general offices in Lincoln. 
John Spady was named district 
manager of the Company’s Western 
District with headquarters at Hastings. 
The Engineering Department will be 
reorganized to incorporate all engineer- 
ing work, The Traffic Department will 
be revised to exclude all engineering 
work excepting only traffic studies. 

Mr. Donley succeeds Hiland H. 
Wheeler, who last month was elected 
vice president. He has been with the 
Company for forty years. Beginning 
his telephone career as a lineman in 
1909 at Lincoln, he subsequently acted 
as installer, switchboardman, and dis- 
trict inspector until he was made wire 
chief in 1920. He became traffic en- 
gineer in 1922 and was advanced to 
assistant general traffic superintendent 
in 1937. In 1944 he became head of 
the department as general traffic su- 
perintendent. 

L. P. Young, district manager at 
Hastings since 1926, succeeds Mr. Don- 
ley as general traffic superintendent. He 
been in the telephone business since 
1907, starting as a groundman with the 


XN is N 
York County Telephone Company at 


1S 


York. He became assistant foreman of 


L. P, Young 


the Nebraska Telephone Company at 
Grand Island in 1911 and joined the 
Lincoln Company in 1912 as manager 
at Polk. In 1917 he moved to York 
as county commercial manager and in 
1920 was appointed district traffic chief 
with headquarters at Beatrice. He be- 
came district Manager of the Com- 
pany’s Eastern District with offices at 
Nebraska City in 1922 and in 1926 
moved to Hastings as district man 


ager 
of the Western District. 


Succeeding Mr. Young as district 
manager at Hastings is John Sp 


ady, 
who has been area commercial m 


anager 
of the Hastings area since 1935. Mr. 
Spady began his telephone career at 
Hastings as a groundman in June, 1927, 
and held positions of lineman and com- 
binationman in the Plant Department 
until 1929, when he was transferred to 
the Commercial Department as ad so- 
licitor. He became district salesman in 
1930 with headquarters at Hastings and 
in 1934 was promoted to area eae 
cial manager with offices at Sutton. 
He returned to Hastings in 1935 as area 


commercial manager. 


The Company desires to advance its 
own people to positions of greater re- 
sponsibility when circumstances make 

These 


changes were made in accordance with 


this possible. organization 


that policy, 


John Spady 


Employees Win 
Safe Driving Awards 
eee Lincoln employees 


were among 284 of the city’s safest 
drivers who were honored by the 
Kiwanis Club last month at the organi- 
zation’s 17th annual banquet for com- 
mercial drivers who had no accidents 
during the preceding year. 

The annual banquet was initiated by 
the late Mark T. Caster, formerly gen- 
eral plant superintendent, who also was 
active in the founding of the Lincoln 
Safety Council. 

Employees who were honored for 
ten years or more of accident-free driv- 
ing were: 


Seventeen Years 


Art Albers G. O. Seaton 
F. E. Behm F. M. Strasser 
R. N.- Brendle H. Zimmerman 
J. A. Dobbs A. C. King 


C. C. Donley 


Sixteen Years 


D,. Cc. Travis 


Fifteen Years 


J. Pugsley W. H. Spurlock 


Fourteen Years 


Don Aydelott P. A. Schmeltzer 
Bedric Wanek 


Twelve Years 


R. A. Carlson H. S. Knudson 
R. L. Clinton C. S. Nevin 


Operators Like Music 
With Their Work 


LONG time ago, music was con- 

sidered essential in the perform- 
ance of certain kinds of work. Ancient 
sea chanteys and work songs have be- 
come a part of our cultural heritage. 
Even in our time and country the negro 
singer was hired to lead the chant for 
the loading crews of river boats. The 
idea of music in industry is therefore 
not new, but it has been only recently 
rediscovered and improved. 

One of the last places in the world 
one would expect to hear the strains of 
a rhythm band or a string quartette 
should be in a long distance operating 
room. It is not compatible with the 
theory of operating practices, which 
hold that extraneous sounds should be 


held to a minimum. Yet the Lincoln 
operating department is now in its 
fourth month of an experiment in 
furnishing a musical background to the 
operator's work day. 

The music is not of a haphazard vari- 
ety but is carefully and especially ar- 
ranged for the specific purpose of 
bringing relaxation, emotional control 
and an environment conducive to a 
pleasant, courteous attitude. It is pro- 
vided on a nation-wide scale by the 
Muzak Corporation, and is brought by 
wire from the studios of that Com- 
pany’s Lincoln representative to the 
operating room. Programs are mostly 
semi-classical, omitting announcements, 
blaring solos, vocals and other features 
liable to attract attention. Popular 
tunes, properly subdued by rearrange- 
ment, are also in heavy demand. 


A survey, taken after two months 
of the experiment, found the Lincoln 
operators voting heavily in favor of 
the innovation. The following is a tab- 
ulation of the returned questionnaires 
of 130 employees. 


QUESTION ANSWER 
YES NO 
Music makes time go faster......129 1 
Music makes my work more 

23014952) 6 ge cn eR |e 3 
Music interferes with my 

WO ate ceant eee and 1 129 
Music relieves fatigue ............ 118 12 
Music keeps me from get- 

CG HOP VOUS rice oan 120 
Music makes me nervous ........ 2 128 
I wish music would be 

SEOQD DEO sci lecceenivcieeas QO 130 


Hotilda Eurich, Friend cashier, explains the 
new billing method to Melvin R. Cornell, 
prominent Friend business man and secretary 
of the Chamber of Commerce. 


Below, left. Manager E. M, Massie and Mr. 
Cornell with Miss Eurich scrutinize the sirip 
of microfilm which contains the record of 
one month’s tolls as represented by the 
tickets on the desk. 


Below, right. Carl Ahl, printing service 
Supervisor, and Shirley Bauer of Lincoin 
show the News photographer how the viewer 
operates, The image on the microfilm nega- 
tive is enlarged 17 times to normal size. The 
machine at right photographs the tickets 
and other printed matter. 


New Billing Plan Tried at Friend 


USTOMERS at Friend who have 
long distance charges on their ac- 
counts are now handed the original 
toll tickets instead of an itemized list 
of calls and charges when they pay 
their telephone bills. The new billing 
plan, inaugurated last month, involves 
the microfilming of toll tickets at Lin- 
coln for the purpose of retaining a rec- 
ord of calls. Tickets for one month's 
billing may be photographed on a roll 
of microfilm about the size of a quar- 
ter. In case reference to the microfilm 
record becomes necessary the roll of 
film is run through a viewer which en- 
larges the reproduction of the tickets 
to normal size. 

The plan has advantages for both 
the customer and the Company. It pro- 
vides the customer with more detailed 
information because the complete rec- 
ord of each call is given to him with 
the payment of the account. For the 


Company the billing procedure is some- 
what simplified because it is not neces- 
sary to type an itemization of calls. The 
totals of the toll charges and tax are 
listed on each account. 


E. M. Massie, manager at Friend, 
states that the plan there has been very 
well received by the public. Of course 
there has been much explaining to do 
because the idea is new and customers 
ask lots of questions. Some had diffi- 
culty in reading the tickets and as an 
aid in this respect the Company pre- 
pared instruction sheets which explain 
the meaning of the various entries. 


Insofar as we know, the experiment 
at Friend is the first of its kind in the 
state. The plan has been tried success- 
fully by Companies elsewhere, however. 
The Company is considering the ex- 
tension of the billing method to other 
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Two Employees Retire 


H. E, Jenkins 


Effie Smith 


HE Benefit Committee has an- 

nounced the transfer to the pension 
payroll, during April, of two pioneer 
telephone employees, Effie E. Smith, 
Tecumseh traffic, and Herbert E. Jen- 
kins, Lincoln plant department. Both 
Miss Smith and Mr. Jenkins have been 
absent from their regular duties for 
more than a year and the retirements 
were authorized because continued ill 
health precludes their return to active 
employment. 

Effie Smith’s span of telephone serv- 
ice to the Tecumseh community dates 
back almost 40 years to August 1, 1909, 
when she was employed there as oper- 
ator by the Johnson County Home 
Telephone Company. This Company 
became a part of our organization in 
May, 1912. In June, 1913, Miss Smith 
was appointed chief operator at Tecum- 
seh, and served in that capacity for the 
next 22 years. In June, 1935, she be- 
came night operator and, except for a 
period of a few months in 1940 when 
she returned to day work as assistant 
chief operator, she has remained with 
the night forces until sickness forced 
her from active duty in March, 1948. 

Herbert E. Jenkins first appeared on 
the payroll as a cable helper at Hastings 
in June, 1914; later in the year trans- 
ferring to the Lincoln switchboard for 
his initial experience in the field which 
was to become his lifetime specialty. 
Through the intervening years Herb 
has held positions which are described 
under a dozen or more different titles, 
but all of them were directly related 
to switchboard repair and installation. 
His work called for considerable travel- 
ing, and he is well known in nearly 
every town and hamlet throughout the 
Herb 
bought a farm near Roca, gave up his 
Lincoln residence and moved into the 
country. Since that time he has been 
a gentleman farmer. 


territory. Several years ago, 


Remodeled Club Room 
Highly Popular 
N ANY voices have been raised in 
approval of the enlarged and beau- 

tified General Office Club Room since 
the efforts of Lyman Neff and his 
building custodian crews have begun 
to take shape. Work on the project of 
extending the area and redecorating 
the room has been in progress since 
the middle of March. The basic plan 
consisted of the removal of several 
walls, and the building of others, to 
include nearly a thousand square feet 
of floor space lying to the east and 
north of the former club room con- 
fines. Those of us who enjoy the ad- 
vantages of the new facilities are duly 
appreciative of the efforts of our new, 
progressive clubroom committee com- 
posed of John Fischer and Bill Quinn 
who have done such a grand job since 
taking office. 

The new room is designed, not only 
to meet the demand for more playing 
space for the growing list of table 


tennis fans, but to provide quarters 
spacious enough to accommodate large 
employee group meetings. The need 
for such a place has been felt for a long 
time in the organization. In its largest 
extent, the room measures 74 feet from 
wall to wall, and can be divided by large 
doors, which are used to separate the 
heavy-thinking noonday card players 
from the more exuberant and noisier 
athletes playing pool and table tennis. 
The color scheme of light blue lower 
walls and white ceiling lend the new 
addition a light, cool and pleasant ap- 
pearance. 


Several employee activities projects 
are now in the planning stage and the 
News will cover these as usual with 
stories and pictures. 


More long distance telephone mess- 
ages speed from coast to coast in a day 
now than in a week in 1940. The trans- 
continental calls now amount to about 
8,600 daily, compared with 4,000 per 
week nine years ago. 


40 Year Anniversary For C. C. Donley 


T was forty years ago last month that 
C. C. Donley decided that the tele- 
phone business was probably here to 
stay and that he would like to cast his 
fortune in that field of endeavor. The 
year was 1909 and Mr. Donley began 
his telephone work at Lincoln as a line- 
man. Since that time he has steadily 
progressed and in 1944 became the head 
of the Traffic Department. This month 
he was appointed Chief Engineer. 

The forty year anniversary was ob- 
served with due ceremony in the office 
of the President when Mr. Donley was 
presented with his 40 year service em- 


blem by President Thomas C. Woods. 
Company officials joined with Mr. 
Woods in extending congratulations. 

The picture below shows Mr. Don- 
ley, at left, receiving the emblem from 
Mr. Woods. Attending the ceremony 
are Guy ©. Seaton, personnel director; 
H. W. Potter, secretary-treasurer; F. E. 
Behm, general plant superintendent; 
Hiland H. Wheeler, vice-president; 
Frank H. Woods, chairman of the 
Board; I. J. Devoe, general auditor; 
Mr. Donley; President Woods; and 
Merle M. Hale, general commercial 
superintendent. 


James Howland 


Injured in Fall 

AMES P. HOWLAND, Weeping 

Water combinationman, was serious- 
ly injured near Weeping Water last 
month when a 25 foot pole on which 
he was working broke near the base 
and fell to the ground. He suffered a 
fracture of the right hip socket as well 
as fractures of some facial bones. He 
is recuperating at Room 333 at Lin- 
coln General Hospital in Lincoln. 

Jim was hunting a case of rural 
trouble and found it in a drop wire 
running from the pole to the subscrib- 
er’s house. He cut the wire and after 
the tension was released the pole 
broke from the weight of wire on the 
other side. He had his safety belt 
around the pole and was carried to the 
ground. A farmer found him and took 
him to Weeping Water where he was 
examined by a physician who ordered 
him taken to the hospital. R. H. Gray, 
manager at Weeping Water, drove him 
to the hospital in an ambulance. 

A last minute check with District 
Manager John McKinzie before we 
went to press indicated that Jim is re- 
ceiving the best possible care and is 
getting along all right. However, he 
will have a long session at the hospital 
and would greatly appreciate receiving 
cards and remembrances from his tele- 
phone friends. 

In spite of his troubles he has re- 
tained his sense of humor as evidenced 
by the remark he made in a letter to 
the home town “gang” in which he 
said that there was a flock of pretty 
nurses at the. hospital but he would 
much rather be home where he could 
be around a bunch of pretty operators. 
His letter, written on April 28, was 
most interesting and we're sure he 
wouldn’t mind having us pass on parts 
of it to more of his friends through 
the News. We quote: 

“This is my first attempt at a letter 
and have only written four cards so 
you see I have really been trying to 
rest, 

“First I want to thank you all for 
your many expressions of sympathy 
and interest in my troubles. I feel very 
unworthy of the interest which is being 
daily manifested by so many people. 
We have received 70 cards to date, 
four beautiful bouquets of flowers and 
had 40 visitors by last Friday when 
the Doctor said to limit visitors to 


It’s the “Voice With the Smile” 
Now At Lincoln 


Police Headquarters 
IME was when the job of desk 
sergeant at the Lincoln police sta- 
tion was a great deal simpler than now. 
He maintained the police blotter, being 
charged with booking all arrests, and 
also received reports from the policemen 
on downtown beats over the police box 
system. There were still many spare 
moments, and it was only natural that 
he should inherit the task of answering 
telephone calls and route them to the 
proper party. An old American Elec- 
tric PBX board, equipped to handle 
these various details was installed within 
easy reach, and did a creditable job 
for many years. 

The growth of the city, the exten- 
sion of the police box system, and park- 
ing and driving violators increased the 
number of arrests many fold. Then the 
sergeant found himself the key man on 
the police radio network, and often had 
to pinch-hit in the processing of over- 
time parking tickets. Arrests have risen 
from 7,000 in 1942 to 50,000 in 1948. 
Not a day too soon was the department 
streamlined, in a telephone way, with 
the addition of a new PBX board and 
a full time telephone operator. 

The board was cut into service on 
April 1 and is a single position, Strom- 
berg Carlson, equipped to handle the 
special traffic peculiar to the police de- 
partment. Bedric Wanek and _ Bob 
Swanson did the major part of the wir- 
ing-in and installation, aided by the 


Ralph Connors, Lincoln assistant wire 
chief, looks over the completed installation 
as Betty Simon, PBX operator, answers a call. 


capable planning of Wire Chief Saun- 
ders. The installation was delayed 
earlier in the year by Governor Val 
Peterson’s declaration of an emergency 
caused by the great blizzards. The 
board, which had just then arrived, was 
channeled first to Operations Snow- 
bound, and was released to the police 
department when the emergency was 
declared past. 

The personnel of the department has 
been ably coached by Gertrude King, of 
the general traffic department, in voice 
inflection, handling of equipment and 
general telephone practices. The train- 
ing film, “Telephone Courtesy,” was 
also used to assist the group in obtain- 
ing full value from the new telephone 
system. 


“family” until after surgery. Thanks 
a million, Bob, for such a good job of 
driving the ambulance in. 

‘Went to surgery Tuesday and came 
back with a much sorer face than I 
brought to the hospital. I don’t think 
it’s worth the effort to try to look like 
Gary Cooper. Ha! Friday we have the 
packing taken out of the face and Sat- 
urday they may tackle the foot and hip. 
After that, the long pull to get well. 
Sure am appreciating the skill of some 
of the best men in Lincoln.” 

The News goes along with Jim's 
many friends in the Company in send- 
ing best wishes for a speedy recovery. 
He says he will be looking forward 
to getting back to the job and the 
people he knows and all of us will be 
happy when that day rolls around too. 
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Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by the 
Telephone Employees Mutual Benefit 
Association during the month of April: 


Primary members: Elsie M. Ander- 
son, General Traffic, $10.00; Frances 
Koontz, Engineering, $71.00; Viola M. 
Fischer, Lincoln Commercial, $6.00; 
Henrietta Goracke, Tecumseh Com- 
mercial, $58.00; Darlene Klemsz, York 
Traffic, $12.50; Lydia L. Holloway, Ac- 
counting, $129.50; Elsie M. Anderson, 
General Traffic, $7.50; E. E. Johnson, 
Lincoln Service, $20.00; Jeanne L. 
Steele, Hastings Traffic, $49.00; Clara 
E. VanMatre, Ashland Traffic, $84.50. 

Dependents: Mrs. J. E. Smith, Lin- 
coln, $78.75; Mrs. H. E. Olsen, Wahoo, 
$42.00; Kay L. Lawson, Lincoln, $44.18. 
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Our Front Cover 


gi picture on our front cover for 

this issue represents the closing 
chapter of the cable trouble described 
in one of last month’s feature stories 
as the “Biggest Case of Trouble.” 

The April story related that after the 
original service disruption was cleared, 
recurring service interruptions through 
this cable were experienced. Tests 
showed that the cable was not service- 
able and it was necessary to pull 440 
feet of new 1,200 pair cable through 
the underground conduit at 29th and 
O Streets at Lincoln to replace the 
damaged cable. 

The work of splicing in the new 
cable was done by August Brunke and 
Bill Huddleston, cable splicers, and 
Lyle Higgins, helper. The front cover 
photo shows the interior of one of the 
manholes with Brunke and Higgins 
cutting in new pairs. The head set worn 
by Brunke was used in communicating 
with Huddleston who was working in 
the other manhole. 


Importance of Toll Revenue 

RECENT editorial in Telephone 
+4 Engineer pointed out the changing 
character of telephone revenues and 
the increasing importance of revenues 
from long distance service. 

Prior to 1941, about 75% of gross 
operating revenues of Class A and B 
independent telephone companies was 
derived from exchange (rental) reve- 
nue, 23% was toll revenue and 2% 
miscellaneous. The picture has changed 
now, however. In 1947, exchange 
revenues represented only 61% of to- 


tal operating revenue and toll jumped 
to 36%. Trends in 1948 were toward 
greater per station toll revenue. 


A comparison of our Company’s ex- 
perience in 1940 and 1948 shows that 
it is following the same pattern. In 
1940, exchange revenues represented 
70% of gross operating revenues and 
toll was 26%. Last year exchange 
revenues were 62% of the total and 
revenue from long distance service 
went up to 35%. The difference be- 
tween these percentages and 100% is 
represented by miscellaneous revenues. 


One result of this situation has been 
to hold down exchange rates by making 
unnecessary some _ increases which 
otherwise would have been needed. The 


danger, of course, is apparent. The 
process of increasing exchange rates is, 
under our regulatory system, ordinarily 
a long drawn out affair. On the other 
hand, toll revenues can slump quickly 
and would no doubt do so if there 
should be a general or local business 
recession. A slump in toll revenue of 
20% or even 10% would be cause for 
serious concern. On the basis of 1948 
experience, a 10% decline in toll reve- 
nue for our Company would amount to 
over $215,000. 


A “don’t lose your temper” campaign 
was recently started by Britain’s tele- 
phone system. Too many instruments 
have been damaged by users who slam 
receivers down. 


First Recipients of the Thomas C. Woods Award 


WO Beatrice operators were. hon- 

ored last month as the first recip- 
ients of the Thomas C, Woods award 
at a dinner given in that city. They are 
Miss Lela Watson, chief operator, and 
Miss Louise Schmidt, senior assistant 
chief operator. The Thomas C. Woods 
award is the Company’s recognition of 
meritorious and distinctive service be- 
yond the call of duty. Each recipient 
was presented with a wrist watch ap- 
propriately inscribed for her part in 
summoning aid for a Beatrice sub- 
scriber in a recent emergency. The 
incident was described in detail in our 
March issue. 

President Thomas C. Woods pre- 
sented the awards personally and ex- 
pressed sincere appreciation on behalf 
of the Company for the effective and 


intelligent action in coping with an 
unusual and critical situation. Also 
voicing congratulations and apprecia- 
tion at the presentation ceremony were 
Vice-President Hiland H. Wheeler; 
C. C. Donley, general traffic superin- 
tendent; and B. R. Rothenberger, editor 
of the Beatrice Times. Miss Watson 
responded and expressed thanks for the 
words of commendation and gratitude 
for the honor of receiving the citation. 
Guy O. Seaton, personnel director, was 
master of ceremonies. 

In addition to those mentioned, others 
witnessing the event were Mrs, Thomas 
C. Woods; Clyde Burge, southern dis- 
trict manager; Charles Dickenman, area 
commercial manager at Beatrice; and 
traffic supervisors from Lincoln and 
the southern district. 


President Thomas C. Woods personally presents tokens of the award in the form of 
beautifully inscribed wrist watches to Miss Schmidt and Miss Watson. Left to right are 
Vice-President Hiland H. Wheeler, Miss Schmidt, Mr. Woods, Miss Watson and C, C. Donley, 


general traffic superintendent. 
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C. N. Beaver 

We take particular pleasure in intro- 
ducing Mr. C. N. Beaver as our “Direc- 
tor of the Month” in this brief sketch 
which is a continuation of the series 
of biographies designed to acquaint em- 
ployees with the Company’s Board of 
Directors. : 

Mr. Beaver contributed much toward 
establishing the telephone business in 
Nebraska and this year is celebrating 
his 52nd anniversary as a telephone 
pioneer. He is 86 years of age and 
has been a resident of York since 1887 
when he moved there from Lincoln, 
Illinois, with his bride. 

He became interested in the tele- 
phone in 1897 when he helped organize 
the Waco Telephone Company which 
was shortly thereafter consolidated with 
companies at Bradshaw and Benedict 
to form the York County Telephone 
Company. Mr. Beaver became a direc- 
tor of the York company of which 
W. E. Bell was the manager. He later 
was president of the Fremont Independ- 
ent Telephone Company and was in- 
strumental in establishing early long 
distance connections to Omaha. He was 
foreman of the construction crew which 
built the first toll line from Seward to 
Grand Island to St. Paul. He became 
a director of our Company in 1912 
when the property at York was pur’ 
chased. 

Although now retired, Mr. Beaver 
has been a successful farmer and banker 
at York for many years in addition to 
his interests in the telephone business. 
He was president of the City National 
Bank and is now president of the City 
Trust Company at York. 

He has been prominent also in York’s 
civic affairs having served as mayor 


Promotions, Transfers, Title Changes 


SFE 


Commercial 
Mary Kalin, clerk to cashier, Tecumseh. 


Plant 
Harold W. Blecka, groundman, construction, 
to combinationman, service, Lincoln. 
Clarence D. Childress, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, construction, Lincoln. 
L. R. Cink, lineman to combinationman, 
Wahoo. 


Philip J. Garvey, switchboardman to installer 
repairman, supply, Lincoln. 

J. E. Geist, shopman, supply, to switchman, 
service, Lincoln. 

Joseph A. Krhounek, warehouseman to shop- 
man, supply, Lincoln, 

A. E. Lamberson, combinationman to tester, 
service, Lincoln. 

George H. Ramsey, switchman to combina- 
tionman, service, Lincoln. 


James C. Smith, groundman, Beatrice to 
switchman, Lincoln. 

R. W. Tejcka, warehouseman, supply, to 
switchman, service, Lincoln. 

Erman L. Wheatcraft, combinationman, Fair- 
bury, to combinationman, Friend. 


Russell M. White, combinationman to switch- 
man, service, Lincoln. 


Traffic 


Marilyn Butman, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Hastings. 

Margaret S. Cornell, L operator, Lincoln, to 
A&L operator, David City. 

D. Kathleen Glantz, A operator to A&L 
operator, Hastings. 

Trene Hashage, A operator to A&L operator, 
Superior. 

Elizabeth D. Kroeger, A&L operator to A&@L 
supervisor, Lincoln. 

Carolyn M. Markle, A operator to A&L 
operator, Wahoo. 


Magdelene R .Mathis, A operator to A&L 


operator, Wahoo. 
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Mary Kalin 
Cashier 
Tecumseh 
Jolene Newhen, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, York. 
Ina Ozenbaugh, supervisor to assistant chief 
operator, Lincoln. 
Barbara A. Pederson, A operator to A&L 
operator, Hastings. 
Dora Plessel, chief operator, Milford, to oper- 
ator, Seward. 
Bonnie Roberts, desk operator to supervisor, 
Lincoln. 
Maxine Scheuler, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Fairbury. 


- Johanna E. Schiefelbein, A operator to A@L 


operator, Hastings. 
Harriet Simpson, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Auburn. 


Stella Sowers, A&L operator, Milford, to 
L operator, Lincoln. 

Mary R. Stava, L operator to desk operator, 
Lincoln. 

Mary J. Styskal, A€&L operator to A&L in- 
structor, Wahoo. 

Gladys Walker, operator, Milford, to oper- 
ator, Seward. 

Irene Warneking, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Superior. 

Velda Williams, A€&*L operator to L oper- 
ator, Milford. 

Leona M. Yarmon, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Wahoo. 


and councilman and president of the 
Chamber of Commerce. He recently 
was elected to serve his 30th con- 
secutive year as president of the Green- 
wood Cemetery Association. 

Mr. and Mrs. Beaver have a son 
and daughter who also make their home 
in York. They have five grandchildren 
and three great grandchildren. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Margaret Guthrie, wife of R. R. 
Guthrie of the Lincon Service Depart- 
ment, passed away quite unexpectedly 
on April 23. Funeral services were held 
April 26 in Lincoln. 
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Crab Orchard Pioneer 


Dies in California 
MRS: Etta Rothell King, one of Crab 
Orchard’s first telephone operators, 
died at her home in Long Beach, Callt- 
fornia, on March 25. Her first husband, 
Frank Rothell, brought the first tele- 
phone service to Crab Orchard in 1903 
when he established an exchange there 
and became owner, manager, trouble 
shooter, installer and night operator. 
After her husband’s death in 1908, she 
managed the exchange with the aid of 
her brother-in-law, C. L. Rothell, for 


a number of years. 


Darlene Eldred of the Hastings Traffic De- 
partment became the bride of Robert N. 
Oliver on March 28 at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Hastings. Mrs. Oliver is con- 
tinuing her work. 


The marriage of Myrna Neff of the Hum- 
boldt Traffic Department and Donald F. 
Hayward of DuBois, was solemnized on 
March 31 in Falls City. Mrs. Hayward has 
resigned her position and the couple will 
reside on a farm near DuBois. 


Lois Kohn, operator at Lincoln, and John 
Capron of Lincoln were united in marriage 
on April 3 at Trinity Methodist Church in 
Lincoln. Mrs. Capron is continuing her 
work. 


An April 10 event was the marriage of 
Marilyn Cartwright, operator at Hastings, and 
Harold Butman. The ceremony was per- 
formed at First Presbyterian Church in Hast- 
ings. Mrs. Butman will continue her work. 


LaVerne Rademaker, Lincoln Traffic De- 
partment, was married to Edwin Wurm at 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, on April 13 .The 


bride is continuing her work. 


The marriage of Ludelle Deuchler of the 
Lincoln Accounting Department and John 
Brand of Santa Rosa, California, was solemn- 
ized on April 17 at the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church in Falls City. Mrs. Brand 


will continue her work. 


Dorothy Nelson, assistant chief operator 
at Lincoln, became the bride of Virgil Bow- 
man of St. Joseph, Missouri, April 17 at the 
First Baptist Church in Lincoln. The couple 
will reside in St. Joseph. 


Mildred Schmidt of the Beatrice Commer- 
cial Department became the bride of Harold 
Morris of Beatrice on April 17 at the Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Ludell, Kansas. The cere- 
mony was performed by the bride’s father. 
The couple will reside in Beatrice. 


The wedding of Leona Woznich, Lincoln 
Traffic Department, and Max Sherwood took 
place on April 17 at the First Christian 
Church in Lincoln. The bride is continuing 
her work. 


Leila Turner, clerk at Fairbury, became the 
bride of Clifford Watts on April 22 at the 
Grace Lutheran Church in Fairbury. The 
couple will reside in Fairbury. 


Vivian Croshaw of the Wahoo Traffic 
Department, and Donald Larson were united 
in marriage on April 24 at the First Presby- 
terian Church in Wahoo. Mrs. Larson has 
resigned her position and the couple will 
reside on a farm near Swedeburg. 


Jerry Murphy, cashier at Tecumseh, be- 
came the bride of Joseph Hupka of St. 
Mary's, on April 26 at St. Andrews Church 
in Tecumseh. The Hupka’s will live on a 
farm near St. Mary’s. 


Cecil Semple, lineman in the Construction 
Department, was married to Doris Pethoad of 
Beatrice. The marriage took place in Fair- 
bury, February 26, 1949. 


John Moore of the Supply Department 
and Pauline Sheldon of Lincoln were united 
in marriage on April 18 in Omaha. 


Another Good 


Telephone Convention 


HE convention this year of the 
Nebraska Telephone Association 
was another good meeting in spite of 
the fact that many of the regular at- 
tenders could not be present because 
damage caused by the April storm 
claimed their attention at home. How- 
ever, the Association’s Secretary-Treas- 
urer, George M. Kloidy, reported over 
200 registrations in spite of these ad- 


verse circumstances. 


The 49th convention was held April 
19 and 20 at the Lincoln Hotel in Lin- 
coln with 14 speakers appearing on 
the program in which many important 
and timely subjects were discussed. Our 
Company’s President, Thomas C. 
Woods, opened the first session with 
an address of welcome in which was 
included a discussion of matters which 
will challenge the thought and interest 
of industry leaders in the months ahead. 
Other Company officials on the pro- 
gram were C. C. Donley, general traf- 
fic superintendent, who talked on na- 
tional toll dialing and Merle M. Hale, 
general commercial superintendent, who 
presided at the annual banquet as 
toastmaster. 


VEE EEEEEEEE EEE MEE EEE EEE EE LEE EE EE EEE E EM EME SES Marjorie A. Bebensee............ A. Operator. cs. Hastings........ eereeess April 4 
KA @ Gertrude E, Bordeaux............ L. Operatov............... Lincoln........0.00....... April 11 
me &, MAY JSON CCG 6 Sc A Operator.............. PLEDY OM ..c.4cc.3550-c: April 4 
. f , e Ne Norma: J. BPO tiisscssiccesscncidcsrncas A & L Operator...‘Tecumseh.............. Mch. 29 
¢ * Betty A. Christensen.............. Pi OPEL ALOT. cn ssep.58 Mebe, CAly wines April 11 
KD et ds et C uain te *@ Marguerite P, Cottingham....A Operatov.............. INERT Cie ..s.y3 Mch. 29 
@, # June M. Dugdale........00.0........... A Operatot.............. TACO pscccanirene: April 18 
me jm Dorothy Dunse sc cincan i A Operator............. Hebron. eeeeecoc eee April 25 
CCCSCCSCEC CCE OST CNC SOON CCS SON NNO ON Nae Rose Marie Erdkamp.............. A & L Operator... Exeter..........0000000.. April 10 
AR OK OK OK OK OK KOK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK KOK OK OK OK OK OK OK OOK OK KOK OK KOK OK KOK OKO OK Frances D. Findley................ A Operatot............. amiolhn kc April 11 
The following list of new employees 1s published as a Leola M. Germaine.................. A & L Operator... Humboldt.............. Mch. 30 
gesture of friendly welcome and to help them get acquainted. en en eer sastoseesseenecesesseees A&lL Operator...umbolat eprgegiieiee pet 4 
We hope that they will enjoy their new occupation as spell nip aaa rary sae i rer A Operator adasns sie reer spe beamlalstetecaia eae 6 
as the may fine associations that go with it. ose ; uilfoyle..................... A Operator. Jenetewsidts inco Theos eeeeeeesceeee pril 6 
Y g Barbara E. Hughes.................. A Operator..............Nebr. City .......... April 27 

Accounting Luetta M. Jensen.................... A & L Operator... Hastings................. April 18 

Name Dosis Shirley J. Johnson.................. A & L Operator... Exeter......0000000........ April 25 
ition Exchange Date Arlene B. Kehr .A Operator..............Nebr. City............ April 27 

Donna M. Hadden................... Machine Opr..........Lincoln...... wie. ...Mich. 28 Ruth I. Kreiner............... ‘intends SODSTAUOR cs ccccsaie DAMOOR co rckercccss April 11 
Elinore A. Wunch.................. Machine Opr......... LINCOM ese ek. April 18 Birdena EB, McKay........ ... Operator..............Linceoln.................. April 25 
: Margie L. Merritt...................... 1, Operator.............. Lith yaa, 0) 7 ene April 25 

Commercial Donna B. Newland.................. E, Oncaten. dias LANCOWN ee orl 25 

Doris I. Jorgensen....................Clerk........... Be fle} Game Se | 5 | See April 20 Jolene J, Newlun...........00......... A Operator. Raunt OE Me tich acon snecdedes April 4 
Diant Bernice E, Ottens.......... pide coc Ass’t Chief Opr....Dunbar................. April 2 

Hazel W. PayMeeneccccccccccecccscseees 4A Operator.............Lincoln........... re April 11 

R. L. Johnson. .................. Janitor Linecoln..................April 6 Doma, Li: Peters... ciccsiscestedsasses A Operator. dete WV CUO cass scensack .... April 14 
William B. Karr.................... Janitor. Lincoln... medieackapriL. 4 Barbara J. Petersen... .A Operator... BCatriCe:.....ic.ccc.0.. Mch. 28 
J. J, Moore .... Janitor _.... Lineoln siserreesDPril 1g Virginia L. Sellmeyer .A Operator... ~ANCOIN,.......20:... ADF 6 
I. D. Schneider ; ..Warehouseman..... Lincoln... April 13 Edith M. Sperry.................... A Operator Nebr. City........... April 11 
John W. Spadafora... .. ..Groundman Fairbury. April 25 Betty E. Thompson. A Operator -Hastings...............April 4 
J. L. Story Garage Srv’man....Lincoln........... April 21 Doris J. Turner....... eaemucet A Operator -Fairbury................Mch. 8 
K. E. Versaw 1 -SNnopman Lincoln... . Mech. 28 Martha M. Veulek.................... A Operator... Fairbury (ice de DEL. 21 
J. P. White Groundman Lincoln April 19 Louise I. Weise. .........................A Operator .... eatrice................ April 95 
Donovan E. Williams ..Splicer’s Helper. Lincoln Mch. 28 Patsy R. Westcott....0000000000...... A Operator Lincoln April 25 
Traffic Evelyn L. Williams. 14 Operator. ... Lincoln wapisucesd April 4 

Nancy J. Wilson....... . Operator..... . Beatrice... Mech. 28 

Shirley E. Appling A Operator Weeping Wtr.... Mch. 30 LaVerne B, Wurm A Operatovr..............Lineoln.... 0. April 11] 
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Cc. S. Nevin G. W. Hansen 


C. H. Pierce M. D. Chamberlain 
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E, J. Flowerday 


Irene Swan 
David City 


L. W. Cleveland 


Vv. B. Hutchison 


Forty-Six Years 
George Woods (Director), Mark W. 


Woods (Director), Lincoln. 


Foriy-Five Years 
C. S. Nevin, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Five Years 
G. W. Hansen, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Four Years 
J. H. Hartley, H. G. White, Lincoln; R. 
J. Rogers, York. 
Thirty-Three Years 
G. C. Mann, Otto Nelson, Lincoln. 
Thirty Years 
C. H. Pierce, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
Eva T. Stutz, Hebron. 


Twenty-Eight Years 
Frank Nevitt, Beatrice; C. F. Peachman, 
Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 
M. D. Chamberlain, Lincoln; Irene Swan, 
David City. 
Twenty-Four Years 
W. K. Eno, Ruth E. Goslin, L. C. Jenkins, 
Lincoln; Hilda M. Johanns, Plattsmouth; J. 
G. Van Nordheim, R. E. Wait, Hastings. 
Twenty-One Years 
H. T. Drake, Tecumseh; I. D. Livingston, 
Nebraska City; H. W. Stroup, Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 
E. J. Flowerday, Hastings; V. B. Hutchi- 
son, Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 
Aletha M. Schuiling, Raymond; Mable E. 
Wieting, Beatrice. 


Sixteen Years 
Verna M. Alexander, Lincoln. 
Fifteen Years 


L. W. Cleveland, York; A. J. Cox, Almyra 
M. Metcalf, Lincoln. 
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ervice Birthdays 
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Thirteen Years 
Effie L. Harbour, Humboldt. 
Eleven Years 
Erika A. Headman, Stromsburg. 
Ten Years 
Juanita M. Schleif, Lincoln. 


Seven Years 
Emmaline Brenneman, Hastings; John 


Fischer, Elizabeth Kroeger. Lincoln; R. C. 
Humiston, Plattsmouth. 


Six Years 
James L. Baxter, Jr., Viola O. Clough, Lola 
I. Hetherington, Ruth L. Hetherington, T. 
H. Roller, Jr., Lincoln; Betty I. Beebe, Osce- 
ola; A. E. Stansbury, Beatrice. 


Five Years 


Virginia A. Baker, Fairmont; Rosalie Carl- 
son, R. B. Hobson, Charles McClure, Jr., P. 
V. Eckles, Tecumseh; Anna K. Menninga, 
Beatrice; Ardith G. Peters, York; Mary M. 
Ross, Nebraska City. 


Mr. and Mrs. Harry Rogers of 
Auburn are the proud parents of a baby 
boy, Gregory Eugene, born April 1. 
Harry is a Construction Department 
employee. 

Marleen Mae Weaver made her ap- 
pearance on April 14 in Lincoln to 
reside with Mr. and Mrs. Dale Weaver. 
Dale works with the Construction De- 


partment in Lincoln. 


Almyra M. Metcalf Juanita M. Schleif 
Lincoln Lincoln 
15 Years 10 Years 


Eastern District 


Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 
David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

Wedding bells are sure breaking up 
the Traffic Department—the latest one to 
join the ‘‘wedded bliss” group is Betty 
Northway. A farewell party was given her 
last week by the Traffic girls in the City 
Hall. A scavenger hunt took place the 
early part of the evening and people are 
still calling to have their cats and two front 
teeth returned !! Lunch was served and a 
gift was presented Betty. This area 
was visited by another storm which dis- 
rupted the usual routine. Maybe this will 
be the last one (we hope). 


Nebraska City Area 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 
Betty Johnson, Margaret Wademan, 
Jeannie Vest and Mary Ross welcomed the 
bright sunny day of spring by having a 
weiner roast at Arbor Lodge Park. We heard 
that trying to find wood for their fire was 


R. L. Clinton of Lincoln was master of 
ceremonies at the ninth annual festival of 
the Folk and Square Dance Club held April 
23 at the University of Nebraska coliseum. 
Over 1,000 dancers were on the floor, 750 of 
them from outstate. More than 2,000 spectators 
watched the colorful gathering. Ray is presi- 
dent of the Council this year. 


like having a treasure hunt. ... Spring 
was suddenly ended by a snow storm which 
caused inconvenience for our Chief Oper- 
ator, Miss Bader, during her noon hour 
by resulting in an accident. The way we 
heard it was, the gentleman didn’t wait 
long enough at the stop sign. The result 
was a dented fender. . . . One of our oper- 
ators, Ardel Freudenberg, entered the 
National Guard beauty contest and was 
chosen among the first five in the finals. 

We have lost all hold on our school 
girlish figures since the new candy machine 
has been installed. Also new headsets 
and a new streamlined coke machine have 


been added. Vacation time has rolled 

around again, with Maxine Stiles being the 

first one. . . . The sick list included Evelyn 

Moles, Violet Peterson and Betty Balfour. 
Wahoo Area 


Mae Meduna, Correspondent 


On the evening of April 7, the Ladies of 
the Wahoo Office enjoyed another one of 
their “get-together” parties in the basement 
room of the Telephone Office, honoring 
the birthdays of Elaine Tharp, Joann Pos- 
pisil, Ethel Daharsh, Carolyn Jackson, and 
Carolyn Markle. Games were played, fol- 
lowed by a chicken dinner at Jim’s Cafe. 
Vivian Croshaw was presented with a wed- 
ding gift and the other girls with birthday 
gifts. ... Mrs. Mary Williams, daughter 
of Manager Dorland, arrived in Wahoo, April 
26 from Rochester, Minnesota after a serious 
heart operation, known in medical terms as 
“cortation,” performed April 14. We wish 
her a speedy recovery. ... Mrs. Clara 
Van Matre of the Ashland Traffic Depart- 
ment underwent an operation at the Clark- 
son Hospital in Omaha on April 27. We all 
wish her a speedy recovery. 


General Offices and 


Central District 
Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Frances Clinton, Associate Editor 


Such scrumptious spring weather as we’re 
having does wonders for a_ winter-worn 
disposition and also inspires one to seek 
the nicest possibilities for picnic spots. We 
hear that Bud Eden did just that. At the 
sight of the first blade of green grass, Bud 
gathered family and food into the car and 
set out for an early picnic—only to find 
that the majority of picnic grounds were 
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still too wet to be navigable and wouldn’t 
lend much to the spirit of the occasion. 
We aren’t sure where they finally ended 
up but we don’t imagine they were bothered 
much with ants. Speaking of early 
birds, Martha Dietrich has unwittingly be- 
come one on several occasions recently. 
She’s the lucky owner of an “alarm-clock”’ 
radio, which not only wakens her to music, 
but does so much earlier than the appointed 
time. We hope Martha can adjust it be- 
fore her days and nights become com- 
pletely confused. . . . We don’t know what 
you’d call the opposite of an early bird, 
but in this case it might be applied to Bob 
Ross. He spent a week’s vacation recently 
picking last year’s corn on his farm near 
Albion. Sounds as though he was the victim 
of circumstances. ... Another such victim 
was Frances Virgil who has been trying in 
vain to explain the presence of an egg, 
lying in a state of complete collapse beside 
her desk. No one wants to believe that she 
had a dozen on her desk and one got away. 

The prolonged illness of Rose Riggs 
has left a very vacant place in our group 
of familiar faces. However according to lat- 
est reports, Rose is improving nicely and 
we hope to be seeing her again before too 
long. ... It’s nice having Marie Vidlock 
back on the job again after her trip to the 
hospital. With such nice weather and 
a brand new car, Helen Piccolo and her 
husband will probably be spreading their 
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Mrs. George Lashley, Hastings operaior, 
before her marriage on March 1] was Neva 
Schnase. This picture was taken at a shower 
given by her telephone friends. Jessie Van 
Trump was the photographer, 


wings these week-ends. . . . We understand 
that Eunice Bailey planted some strawber- 
ries during her vacation. Wonder if she’d 
mind if they disappeared some dark night? 


Commercial Department 


Lincoln Business Office 
Myrtle Hiner, Associate Editor 


Vacations are in full swing these spring days 
—Ima Jeanne Wear is taking a three week 
trip with her husband to various points in 
the east. Speaking of spring days—we have 
two very “good” yard men who spend their 
vacations cleaning yards—painting screens, 
etc. If you need any help call on Howard 
Spahnle and Bill Morris. When word 
was received of the serious accident of Mr. 
William B. Boender, brother-in-law of Joan 
Moorberg, she immediately accompanied her 
sister, who was visiting here at the time, to 
Chicago—We are happy to report at this 
time that he is making very satisfactory 
progress. Lee (Style Plus) Schlentz 
is still running true to form, he not only 
sports a new tie for every day of the year, 
but you can now see him shifting his body 
in a brand new Lincoln. . . . Elden Fender, 
husband of Alice Fender, suffered severe 
burns on his face resulting from a chemical 
explosion at the University Lab. We are 
glad to report that he is making satisfac- 
tory recovery. Bill Quinn was a dele- 
gate to the Junior Chamber Convention at 
Fremont. We notice Bert Overcash 
and Chauncey Eggerss have been studying 
maps for some time—Have you made up 
your minds yet where you will spend your 
vacations? The girls bowling team have 
been gloating over the fact that they gave 
the men’s team a terrific beating. Under- 
stand the men’s team was booed and hissed 
into using the gutter instead of the alley. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


Our biggest surprise of the month—and 
by far the most pleasant one, took place 
the other day when Mr. Schmeltzer walked 
in the door. He looks wonderful and they 
tell us it won’t be long and he’ll be back 
with us. It’s been a long time and we'll all 
be glad to see him back on the job. Art 
Holcomb came back to work about the 
middle of March and is right back in the 
groove. Certainly is nice to have him 
back. One of these days we’ll be operating 
full force again. Our office had a 
face-lifting over the weekend. Not a two- 
tone paint job but a three-tone; blue-gray, 
green and oyster white. (Those may not 
be the official colors, but that’s what they 
Jook like to us.) It may sound like a 
nightmare, but really the effect is very 
nice and such an improvement. Come in 
and see for yourself. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 

We are happy to report that A. E. Lam- 

berson has returned to work on the local 

testboard after several months illness. Rob- 

ert Culver and O. A. Nelson are enjoying 

vacations at the present time. W. H. Web- 


eAnnual Report of the Employees’ 
Benefit Committee 


HE committee which administers the plan for employees’ pensions, 
disability benefits and death benefits has compiled a record of benefits 
paid during 1948 together with comparative statistics for the two pre- 
ceding years. It will be seen that pensions and other benefits are 


increasing. 


PLAN FOR EMPLOYEES’ PENSIONS, 
DISABILITY BENEFITS, and DEATH BENEFITS 


Statistical Information Covering Years 1946, 1947, and 1948 


Total Number of Employees Dec. 31 


1946 1947 1948 


secdeeiehateaion 1387 1386 1481 


ING: OL BCCIISTIE CASES: <. .conezcrsaccereacsessvineamscocinaentiees V7 a 29 
Tig (oN 9) Que ss (ado § (anc) s nt <| <- oe e a 96 105 97 
No. of accident cases per 100 employees............ 12 2.4 1.9 
No. of sickness cases per 100 employees............ 6.9 7.8 62 
No. of active employees died during year ........ 4 2 4 
No, Of “pensioners December 3 by. bc ccccncs dns 87 92 105 
Pensioners added during Year vc we2 vc ccrecnek 22 12 19 
Pensioners deceased during yeat.............-...--::--++- 3 5 3 
Pensioners returned to active service............--.----- _- 1 =e 
Noon. Disability Pensionccsteeccegeets eee 2 3 6 
BENEFITS PAID 
1946 1947 1948 
Service Pensions............-..------------- $48,786.29 $53,731.36 $60,684.40 
Disability Pension: 1nccaiceon sic. 760.00 1,204.22 2,591.86 
Accident Benefits & Expenses...... 5,186.88 9,707.15 8,509.09 
Sickness Benefits..............2.2...--.----- 28,924.47 28,002.89 30,805.68 
Death Benefits............02....222--------- 4,567.34 1,529.20 3,370.23 


ster vacationed during April and he reports 
that he spent his time doing work that had 
piled up during the “long winter.” 


Supply Department 


Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


Mr. Stacy reports a very enjoyable trip 
to Oklahoma on his recent vacation. He 
left home on a very stormy day which 
made the trip south especially timely. His 
son Howard, who is completing University 
this summer, went along to investigate the 
possibilities of employment in that area. 
They visited Margaret who now lives in 
Texas, and has a year old son. Margaret 
will be remembered as a former mail 
messenger and service operator in Lincoln. 
‘ We were more than pleased to see 
Mr. Huddleston on his recent visit to the 
warehouse building. We have completely 
lost count of the number of trips he has 
made to the hospital these past few months, 
but he thinks now that his trouble is 
definitely located he will be at home more 
often. He says that although he has lost 
all of his excess weight, and some more too, 
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he is progressing satisfactorily and gaining 
strength gradually. Allan Ager is now 
occupying himself at bench work in the 
shop where he has been temporarily assigned 
while recuperating from the injury he sus- 
tained last January. Al formerly worked in 
our department and we are glad to have 
him back. 


Traffic Department 
Lincoln Operating Dept. 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


A number of new diamonds have appeared 
in our midst. Among their wearers are 
Arideen Rhoads and Donnie Overton. 

Cur Easter business really ran high and 
kept all hands busy. One day we ail 
kept looking at Linda Kraus and wondering 
—she looked different. Then we heard she 
had lost her locker key—no make-up! 

A. dinner was given for Mrs. Virgil Bowman, 
formerly Dorothy Nelson, at Cotner Terrace, 
by the chief operator, assistant chief opera- 
tor and supervisors. A beautiful piece of 
luggage was presented her. She was also the 
honoree at a shower given by Elaine Haw- 


kins, Linda Kraus, Evelyn Vinkenburg, Betty 
Kroeger and Dorothy Grafton in the club 
rooms of the telephone company. A large 
number were present and many beautiful 
gifts were received by the bride-to-be. ... 
Donnie Overton came back to work after a 
day off, tired, exasperated and disgusted. It 
had been wash day, and she used her system 
of getting the worst jobs out of the way first. 
A pink blanket was her first contribution 
to the washer. The clorox treated white 
clothes still looked pink when dry. A beau- 
tiful satin house-coat came out all tufted 
in lumps! Poor Donnie. . . . Gertrude King 
has shown us a very beautiful and unique 
purse sent her from her brother in Cuba. 
The alligator purse has a miniature alliga- 
tor on top of it. Barbara Miller en- 
joyed a twilight trip to Friend one evening, 
when locking herself out of her home and 
all windows being locked, she had to go 
to Friend where her husband was working 
to get his key. Mary Emerson is at 
home convalescing from an operation. 
Our new secretarial service boards are now 
in use and we enjoy working them. 
Vera Wasson suffered a fractured foot. 
Small placards are now placed on each 
long distance board every week for the pur- 
pose of reminding the girls of their oper- 
ating practices. They are in the form of 
picture bulletins and have proved very suc- 
cessful. Mrs. Multer, mother of Dar- 
lene Multer is recovering at home from an 
operation. ... Ella Hansen vacationed in 
Texas, while Dorothy Bryant and Lois 
Capron also were vacationers. 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 
By Jean Marchand and Donna Olson 

While our associate editor is busy moving 
into her new house these days we shall risk 
our three freedoms to keep you informed of 
the latest happenings of the General Traffic 
Department. One of the more import- 
ant items of news is the latest addition in 
the Dick Hobson domicile which includes a 
brand new Nash car and ten little puppies. 
(Editor’s note: These new cars must be 
wonderful). Anyone wishing a puppy please 
contact Dick, and a small fee will permit 
you to be the owner of one of the famous 
family of ten. . We welcome back Mrs. 
Jackson who has been on the sick list 
the past week. Bob Wohlberg iells 
us he caught six fish about so big last 
week end. Naturally, they grow a little 
each time he tells it. Mrs. Lydia Tice 
is the “Dumb Cluck” for the month in the 
cafeteria. During the rush hour everyone 
was hustling and hurrying while Mrs. Tice 
stood by the stove wondering why the meat 


was uncooked when all she forgot to do was 
turn the oven on. 


Southern District 
Wilma Stolzenburg, Associate Editor 


Beatrice Area 
Helen Meents, Correspondent 


The highlight of the month of course was 
the skating party held on April 13 at the 
Beatrice Skating Rink. After skating, a deli- 
cious lunch was served at the Chief Opera- 
tor’s apartment. The evening was enjoyed 
by everyone, even though a few came 


to work the next day a bit crippled up. 
How about it, Simpson The love bug 
bit Delores Paneitz, and now she is the 
wearer of a new diamond. Congratulations, 
Delores. The main topic of conversa- 
tion in the commercial department is 
“paint,” how it smells and how nice it will 
look in a few days, the reason—an interior 
decorating job is in progress. . . . And then 
we have Norma Jean Rutan and Mildred 
Morris, both recent brides, who are busy 
getting moved into their apartments. 

Our thanks to Florence Buehler a former 
employee who helped out in the office dur- 
ing the absence of Norma Jean Rutan while 
she was battling an eye infection. 


Fairbury Area 


Leila Turner, Correspondent 
Earl Schemmerhorn of the Plant Depart- 
ment has been on our sick list but at this 
writing he has recovered from an operation 
and is back with us. Floyd Nave of 
the Plant Department has quite a black eye 
caused by the extension from a tree trimmer 
falling on his forehead to say nothing of the 
stitches that had to be taken. . . . Florence 
Beck of the Traffic Department has sub- 
mitted to a tonsillectomy. Speedy recovery. 
Virginia Robinson of the Traffic De- 
partment went to Omaha as a blood donor 
for the Red Cross. 


New Head Sets Make Big Hit at Nebraska City 


The new one piece head sets were 
introduced recently at Nebraska 
City and immediately made a big 
hit with the operators. Customers 
like the transmission qualities too, 
according to the city’s newspaper, 
the News-Press, which as usual 
was right on the job in taking pic- 
tures of the girls wearing the new 
head pieces. Our sincere thanks to 
the paper for supplying us with the 
accompanying pictures. 

One of the advantages of the new 
set is that the operator can’t talk 
“away from it. No matter how 
she turns her head the transmitter 
follows her lips like a shadow. 
Operators who have used it readily 
note the increased ease in hearing 
and the smaller amount of energy 
required in talking. 

The new sets weigh about nine 
ounces—half the total weight of the 
former one with its separate head- 
band, receiver and breast plate. At 
present they are in use at Lincoln, 
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Hastings, Beatrice, Nebraska City, 
Tecumseh and Plattsmouth. 


At the switchboard above are 
Rose Denson and Delores Hoffman. 
Below are Lorraine Steckly, Jean- 
nie Vest, Willa Gump, Chief Oper- 
ator Lillian Bader (standing), 
Betty Kopf and Velma Stock. 


This happy bride and groom are Mr. and 
and Mrs. Joseph Hupka of St. Mary’s shown 
as they left the church following their wed- 
ding last month. Mrs. Hupka, before her mar- 
riage, was Jerry Murphy, cashier at Tecumseh, 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 

Goldie Thompson is a GRAND- 
MOTHER!! and such a happy one. A 
daughter was born to Mr. and Mrs. Victor 
Buethe of Longmont, Colorado on April 20. 
Mrs. Buethe is Goldie’s daughter. Goldie 
now bears the official title of “Grandmaw’” 
around the office. A few changes 
took place in the Commercial Department 
the past month. We were all sorry to have 
Jerrie Murphy resign, but it’s those wed- 
ding bells. We all wish her happiness. Mary 
Kalin was promoted to Cashier, and Henri- 


etta Goracke is the new clerk. ... The 
members of the Plant Department have 
started their fishing trips. ... Phil 


Eckles is the owner of a brand-new Chev- 
rolet, and now gets his mail addressed to 
“Squire” Eckles. Mary Kalin and 
Henri Goracke attended a wedding and the 
reception at St. Mary’s, April 21st. Also 
the dance in the evening, from which they 
emerged with numerous bruises, but they 
had a great time. Visitors at Edna 
Ragon’s house on Easter were her brother 
Clyde Ragon and family of Omaha. 


Western District 


Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 
Geneva-Hebron Area 
Velma Garland, Correspondent 
A welcome visitor at the Geneva office 
on April 18 was Betty Schupbach, the 
former cashier. The girls at the Fair- 
mont office held a birthday party for 
Elizabeth Little on April 18. Mrs. Little 
was presented with a gift and then lunch 
was served, ice cream and coffee. 


Hastings Area 
Betty Hudson, Correspondent 
Those two lucky people who enjoyed va- 
cations this month were Lauretta Einspahr 


and Roma Shannon. Lauretta went home to 
her Mother and she tells us that all those 
broken fingernails came about scrubbing 
woodwork. Our information indicates Miss 
Shannon also spent her vecation at home. 
. Another item of importance, especially 

to Joan Vap, concerns a certain bright new 
engagement ring. We think it very pretty, 
too, Jo New toll students this month 
are Joan Vap and Patsy Mock, who are 
under the direction of Gerry Paulson, and 
Ruth Ewin and Peggy Bexton are being 
tutored by Audrey Ransom. ... Rather 
a novelty in the way of showers was that 
given recently in honor of Darlene Eldred— 
pardon us, Mrs. Darlene Oliver. ... Eva 
Bell Ross, JoAnne Redinger, Marilyn But- 
man, Olive Hess and Betsy Ann McCollum 
concluded that a picnic by the lake and a 
scavenger hunt would be something out of 
the ordinary. They were right. It was a 
merry bunch of gals who gathered. in 
the shelter house clad in overcoats, roast- 
ing hot dogs and eating ice cream bars 
before the fire place. The one thing 
they hadn’t figured on was the rain, but 
it only added to the gaiety of the party. 
That sun can get a little warm some- 
times, can’t it, Aletha? Miss Bennett spent 
one warm afternoon planting her garden 
and the next day was sporting a fiery hue. 
Perhaps she should wear a sign bearing the 
words, “Touch Me Not.” Another ex- 
ample of a very hot sun was Ralph Wait. It 
must have been a concentrated heat because 
it managed to sunburn the tough. hide 
stretched over the bald spot on Ralph’s 
sparsely covered head. We wish to 
welcome Lois Brown back to the fold after 
several month’s absence because of illness, 
and also Louetta Jensen who resigned but 
is now back with us. We missed you, girls! 
New at the local switchboard are Donna 
Larsen, transferred from Hebron, Mrs. Betty 


Thompson, and to add to the confusion, 
Mildred Bebensee’s twin sister Marjorie. 
As they are identical it is very difficut <o 
distinguish one from the other. However, 
someone made the brilliant discovery that 
Mildred wears a watch and Marge doesn’t. 
That’s all right too, but what if Mildred 
should forget to wear it once?? ... By the 
time this news is published the Hastings’ 
bowling team will have chalked up another 
victory over the Lincoln bowling team (we 
hope!). The most puzzling question put 
before the Hastings’ team is whether the 
Lincoln team only comes to be beaten again 
or whether they enjoy the atmosphere of 
one of the local clubs and those “Western 
Style” suppers. 


York Area 
Helen Garner, Correspondent 

Ferne Wilger, Traffic Department, and 
Maxine Meradith, York Commercial Depart- 
ment, took the west bound train for Colo- 
rado last week to begin their vacations. 
Ferne went to a friend’s wedding at Fort 
Collins and Maxine went to visit a friend 
in Denver. Genevieve Graff has been 
so accustomed to taking her relief at the 
hour of 5:00 p.m. and coming back into the 
building after the front door has been 
locked, that last week when she took her 
relief at 4:00 she buzzed the buzzer and 
naturally, the door was unlocked and Gen 
must have been very embarrassed. ... Our 
new candy bar machine has been a hit with 
all of the operators except the Chief. It 
seems that Mrs. Pflughaupt puts her nickles 
in and out comes—you guessed it, nothing. 
Our assistant chief, Artis Bowen, re- 
recived a lovely set of jewelry from an ad- 
mirer, just back from New York, which 
included a necklace, earrings, and a brace- 
let. They are beautiful. Jeannine 
Wyatt has a lovely diamond ring. Best 

wishes to you, Jeannine. 


Helping You Is the Purpose of the 
Lincoln Telephone Employees 


Cooperative Credit Association 


Hundreds of employees have been helped with their financial 
problems by the Lincoln Telephone Employees Cooperative 
Credit Association. This organization is composed of, operated 
for and managed by the employees of this Company. Through it 
loans for worthy purposes may be obtained and savings may be 
deposited either through payroll deductions or direct deposit. 


Ij you are not a member it is suggested that you investigate 
the advantages of joining. If you are a member and need money 
for purchases, a vacation, medical expense or other needs, you 
are invited to write or see G. O. Seaton, Room 200, General Office 


Building. Lincoln. 
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BILL "Hp PHIL ECKLES % ED HUSING 
OF TECUMSEH RUSHED THE SEASON 
10 GET FIRST CHANCE AY THE BiG ZA SO Pa oh 
“THEIR FIRST TWO-DAY FISHING 2 tt 
EXPEDITION AT CRETE 2 7 ee 
NETIED THE THREE OF THEM 

ONE FISH, 574.” LONG. 
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WHO SUNDAYED ON THE OLD FARM NEAR HOLMESVILLE AND SPENT THE DAY WANDERING ABOUT, 
ENJOYING THE RUSTIC SETTINGS. . HER TRAVELS TOOK HERO THe HAY MOW WHERE SHE 
WAS BREATHING DEEPLY OF THE FRAGRANT ALFALFA WHEN A SECTION OF THE FLOOR GAVE 
‘WAY AND HER FOOT PLOPPED RIGHT INTO THE FACE OF OLD DOBBIN, iN HIS STALL BELOW 4. 
HE WAS MUNCHING A BIG MOUTHFUL OF OATS AND GOT MOST OF THEM DOWN HIS 
WINDPIPE IN HIS FRIGHT. . THEY SAY THE POOR OLD FELLOW TURNED SNOW WHITE IN 


IN HIS TRACKS AND HAS SINCE DEVELOPED INTO # CONFIRMED HY¥YPOCHONDRIAC . 
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THES ARE PAINTING THE LONG — TITT]f* 
FLIGHT OF STAIRS LEADING To THE. |! 
DAVID CITY OPERATING ROOM. THE JOB 
HAS 10 BE DONE IN-(Wo SECTIONS, 
PAINTING ONL¥ EVERY OTHER STEP AT 
A TIME -LEAVING THE OTHERS To WALK 
UPON~ ~ ~MERNA STEWART, ASST. CHIEF, 
LOOKED AT THE LONG STRETCH AND 
DECIDED SHE COULDNT MAKE IT IN HER 
TIGHT SKIRT. ANTON SMETAK., CUSTODIAN, 
JOKINGLY OFFERED TO CARRY HER UP. 
MERNA SURPRISED HIM WITH AN IMMEDIATE 
ACCEPTANCE , HOPPED ON PIGGY BACK AND 
MADE HIM CARRY HER UPSTAIRS. 


\ a 

JOHN MOORE, WAREHOUSE CUs- 
TODIAN WAS LETTING DOWN THE 
AWNINGS, GETTING READY FOR 
THE SUMMER SUN, WHEN ft 
SPARROWS NEST TUMBLED OUT 
OF ONE OF THEM, DRAPED 
ITSELF UPON JOHN'S HEAD LIKE 
Al HAT AND SPATTERED HIM 
PROFUSELY WITH AGED EGGS ! 
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“ff ‘= 
=) WB | e120 sions, astinas TRARFIC, WAS ABLE To SLece 
rertias: LATE THE OTHER DAY, BEING SCHEDULED 10 REPORT FOR 

DUTY AT ONE P.M... SHE WHS THE ENVY OF HER TWO 
J!STERS, WHO HAD To CRAWL OUT EARLY AND BE ON THE 

JOB AT EIGHT. AT MID-MORNING HELEN AWOKE, HEARING 
as 5 SHE DUT ON HER RODE PKCD EAROUGH ME RUD” 

° ‘ 0 

ss ry eo eas Late GEE IF THE CONST WAS CLEAR, AND DASHED OUT 10 SEE. 


HALT IN THE 


: ancl Pee tus IF SHE HAD RECEIVED ANY MAIL . . SHE HADNT BUT 
¥ DOC OJERS, NEBRASKA CITY, MATCHED UP HID THE DOOR SLAMMED SHUT BEHIND HER LEAVING HEL 
Xe BEST SUNDAY COAT HIND VEST WITH His FISHING  |1 minus A KEY, LOCKED OUT IN We Hall. « Bue me 
. PANTS .. AND FRIEDA ROSS, HASTINGS, WORE HER } | HIDING ON A DARK STAIRWAY WHEN GOLDIA CAME 
a Re HOME AT NOON . 


RED KITCHEN APRON UNDER HER WRAPS. 


| 
BATTERY RUN DOWN AFTER A DINNER-STOP AT YORK . BADLY IN NEED OF A PUSH, UN SURE HOODY THREW 


GEORGE SPIED A TELEPHONE TRUCK PARKED ALONG THE CURB AND SE ING NO ONE 
AROUND, HE FORTHWITH BORROWED IT AND PUSHED THE CAR QUITE A WAYS DOWN 
THE HIGHWAY BEFORE GETTING ITSTARTED. . HE DROVE THE TRUCK BACK ‘To 
175 ORIGINAL PARKING PLACE , FULLY EXPECTING 10 FIND HIMSELF THE 
CENTER OF A MAN-HUNT, BUT IT SEEMS HI5 TEMPORARY THEFT HAD 
PASSED UNNOTICED, 
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CHARLIE DICKENMAN, BEATRICE ,HAS 
Al PENCHANT FOR LEMVING ARTICLES OF 
CLOTHING BEHIND HIM WHEN HE VISITS 
MORTUARIES, CAFES, ETC . WHEN HE 
FOUND HIMSELF OUT ON THE STREET 
WITHOUT AN OVERCOAT THE OTHER DAY, HE 
tq” NATURALLY THOUGHT HE HAD LEFT IT SOMEWHERE 
.i4 AROUND TOWN- AND HAD THE COMMERCIAL GIRLS 
“9 PAGE THE BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS To FIND IF 
va] CHARLIE HAD BEEN THERE AND IF HE HAD LEFT 
H15 COAT~ ~ ALL To NO AVAIL... THAT NIGHT, LEES STRONGEST OBJECTION TO TH 
AT HOME , HE GAVE A LONG EXPLANATION OF EXPERIENCE WAS THE SWOLLEN JOWL, WHICH 
Bae oi ft ge es heparan GAVE HIM THE APPEARANCE OF HAVING PICKED BESIDE HER DESK - UNTIL SHE FOUND THAT 
HIM THAT SHE HAD HUNG IT UP IN THE UP A F&W POUNDS IN WEIGHT. ACTUALLY HE ITHAD DROPPED FROM THE SACK SHE 
CLOSET THAT MORNING. » « LOST SEVERAL OUNCES DURING HI5 ILLNESS, WAS TO TAKE WOME THAT EVENING 
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Pioneer Hanguet Features 


Uld Fashioned Melodrama 


HE Lincoln Hotel ballroom was filled with a capacity 
attendance of 324 Pioneer members and guests on the 
evening of May 6, and they were almost unanimous in 
acclaiming this year’s reunion to be one of the best—and 
certainly the largest—in the history of the Frank H. Woods 
Chapter. Variety was the keynote in the arrangements. 
The social committee was beset with the problem of provid- 
ing a new and different form of banquet, while maintaining 
the high standard set by last year’s gathering at the Corn- 
husker Hotel. How well they accomplished their purpose is 
attested by the many compliments which have been voiced 
on the excellence of the meal, the setting and the program. 

On the recommendation of the hotel management, their 
special Continental Buffet dinner was served, and displayed 
its advantages in offering a greater variety and portions cut 
to the individual’s desire. There was also a considerable 
saving in the time required for serving. Fleda Ziegenbein, 
at the Hammond, furnished the dinner music. 

Waldo McDowell, as toastmaster, welcomed the guests 
and introduced President O. L. Sturtevant who gave a brie 
report on the progress of the Chapter during the past year. 
He praised the work of the officers and committeemen who 
constitute the central working group of the Chapter, and 
expressed pride in announcing that the membership had 
risen to 420, representing an all-time high in Chapter rolls. 
Tribute was paid to the two members who were taken by 


death during his term of office, J. S. Jackson, of Lincoln, 
and Erma C. Brow 


as VV 


m. of Sutton. 


The feature of the evening’s entertainment was the 
home-talent production, “Fireman, Save My Child,” a melo- 


drama with pathos ‘aplenty. Bud Eden, as Archibald, the 
villain, proved himself a master of the leer and sneer. Many 
of his lines were drowned out by the vehement boos and 
hisses which arose from the audience. Jean Marchand, as 
Daisy, and Bill Quinn, as Chester, were all that a proper 
young couple of the Gay Nineties could hope to be, withal 
that they seemed a bit slow on the uptake when the villain 
started throwing a few of his fast ones across the plate. 
Pearl O’Hehir, as Mother Quingle, and Mabel Volpp, as 
Mrs. Crossbury, fitted themselves perfectly to their parts. 
Gertrude Holmes, as the maid, Anne Swisher, the book- 
keeper, and Dick Hansen, the gum chewing photographer, 
were admirably adapted to the supporting roles. The play 
was directed by George Randol, of Lincoln’s Circlet Theater, 
who also introduced the specialty numbers between the acts 
of the play. In these, Catherine Cooley acted as vocalist, 
and the dancing girls were furnished by the Hazel Johnson 
Studios. 


Roy Galley presided during the intermission between 
acts at which door prizes were drawn. John Eisenbarth was 
the lucky one in winning the first prize of a table model 
radio. Ernie Royce and S. F. Bush were the other prize 
winners. 

A survey of the register shows that members flocked 
to the reunion from 28 towns. The farthest point listed 
was Beaver City. Again a chartered bus arrived with the 
Hastings group and the Continental Company at Columbus 
was represented by a fine delegation. Eighteen retired 
employees of the Lincoln Company helped to swell the 
attendance figures. 


The Continental Buffet style dinner caught the fancy of the more enthusiastic Pioneer gourmets, who had to 
make some tough decisions as they filled their plates from a forty-foot double line of tempting dishes. Their 
plates were beginning to need side-boards as they neared the end of the table. 
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_At the head table, left to right; L.A.Stacy,secretary; Mrs.T.E.Longdon, 
Dorothy Lefler, treasurer; W. J. M°Dowell"MC:"; 0.1 Sturtevant, president; 
Mrs.L.A.Stacy; Mrs.0.L.Sturtevant and T-E.Longdon, vice-president. . . 
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| Catherine Cooley led the 
_ specialty numbers between 
| the acts of the melodrama, 


Janie Simpson, daughter | 
of Vern Simpson, construction 
depariment, does her 


| Here the chorus line taps 
Specialty “The Strut," as | an accompaniment fo 
‘Mrs.Crossbury peeks - “Cruising Down the River.* 


from behind the curtain. ; 


Above: she Director and Producer of “Fireman Save My Child," pose with the cast at 
the final curtain call. . . From left to right: Dick Hansen, Bill Quinn, Jean Marchand, 
Bud eel ea Randol- director, Waldo M°Dowell-socialchairman, Mabel Volpp, 
Anne Swisher, Gertrude Holmes, and Pear! O'Hehir, 


Below: Busiest place in town for a few moments was the registration desk, atfended by Myrtle 
Hiner and LulaHloepper. In the process of registering, clockwise,are: Vera Wasson, Anna Seymou 
Della Wilcox, Merlie Markuson, LeRoy Winscot, Paul Winscot and Bertha Sharp... . . . . 
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Below: Clockwise around a banquet table the camera 
found George Brock and Mrs. Brock, Wilber; D.M.Davis 
and Mr's. Davis, Aurora; Mrs. James Alldritt and Mr. Alldritf, 
Dorothea Heckman and Nona Brusnahan. The last 
Friend... 


scree op ponea rear 


| Below: Nearly everyone arrived at the 
] same moment. Here a group of familiar 
| faces fills the mezzanine just before 
supper time . Easily recognized are Pioneers 
James Alldvitt,T'S.Burt, Irene Combs, Frank Nevitt. 
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Suggestion Dividends 
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Ernest M. Barney 
Lincoln 


William H. Husing 
Sterling 


A FTER its monthly meeting in May 

the Employees Suggestion Commit- 
tee announced that awards had been 
given to William H. Husing of Ster- 
ling and Ernest M. Barney of Lincoln 
for two fine ideas. 

Mr. Husing made the very sensible 
suggestion of placing drawers or trays 
for heat coils and carbon blocks near 
the main distributing frames of small 
dial exchanges. 

Mr. Barney suggested a modification 
of lighting brackets which are bolted 
to the side racks of the cable runway 
on type 11 CAX. His plan and model 
bracket were examined by the Commit- 
tee and found to have much merit. 

The employees’ suggestion plan was 
designed to provide employees a means 
of expressing ideas for increasing effici- 
ency, improving service, increasing 
revenue, reducing expense, as well as 
matters which would improve the gen- 
eral welfare of the employee group. 
Suggestions are given careful and im- 
partial consideration by the Suggestion 
Committee and cash awards are made 
on the basis of value, adaptability and 
merit. Send your ideas in too. The 
Committee will be glad to get them. 


_- 


Western Office Moved 


HE exchange office at Western was 

moved to a new location at the 
home of Mrs. Dora Thornburg one- 
half block east and two blocks south of 
the former office on May 19. The work 
was done between the hours of 10:00 
P.M. and 4:00 A.M. by cutting out 
the switchboard and transferring it to 
its new location. Charles Meshier, dis- 
trict wire chief, George Brock, area 
manager, Ted Ray, district clerk and 
three combinationmen, Lloyd Miller, 
Lumir Vosika and Leon Rezny handled 


the transfer. 


Prior to the move the necessary cable 
splicing was done by Bill Huddleston 
and Al Miller. George Hansen’s con- 
struction crew took care of the outside 
cable construction. 


Mrs. Dora Thornburg has been ap- 
pointed chief operator and Mrs. Sarah 
Mussman, formerly chief operator, 
will continue her telephone work as 
operator. 


C. S Nevin Receives 45 Year Service Emblem 


F Charlie Nevin of the Lincoln Plant 
Department is in the telephone busi- 
ness much longer he will begin to sus- 
pect that he has a steady job—and 
after a most interesting visit with him 
about his experiences, we suspect that 
he likes the job too. 


Last month marked his 45th service 
anniversary and in an informal cere- 
mony in the office of F. E. Behm, gen- 
eral plant superintendent, Mr- Nevin 
received the diamond set emblem which 
signifies those years with the industry. 
Mr. Behm, in presenting the emblem, 
expressed the deep appreciation of the 
Company for his many years of con- 
scientious and valued endeavors. 


Mr. Nevin is a telephone man’s tele- 
phone man. He knows the business 
from the ground up and enjoys work- 
ing at it, especially out-of-door work. 
When he expresses a preference, he 
generally chooses a job that will take 
him out on a rural line. 

Of course, when he started his tele- 
phone career back in 1904 going out 
on a rural line could easily turn out 


to be a major undertaking. It some- 
times took all day to travel the miles 
necessary to clear one case of trouble. 
He is much impressed with the great 
strides which have been made since 
those days of the team and wagon, 
with the lap robes and hot bricks taken 
along for warmth, to the present day 
comfortable and efficient service cars. 

Charlie had his first feel of a long 
handled shovel at Hastings with the 
Nebraska (Bell) Telephone Company. 
From 1904 to 1909 he worked as a 
trouble shooter and lineman at many 
mid-state towns and particularly re- 
calls his tussles at Minden with the old 
Blake telephones with their wet cell 
batteries which caused many a brow 
to furrow in the early days. In 1909 
he was appointed manager at Exeter 
and came to Lincoln later that year as 
an installer. For the next few years 


he worked at Seward, Wahoo and Ce- 


dar Bluffs and was named wire chief 


at Ashland in 1920. He became man- 
ager there in 1926 and held that posi- 
tion until his return to Lincoln as a 
combinationman in 1933. 


Cc. S. Nevin, seated at right, is presented with his 45 year service emblem by F. E. Behm, 
general plant superintendent. On hand to witness the presentation and extend congratula- 
tions are L. G. Saunders, wire chief; Roy Cleveland, chief testman; George Barney, assistant 
to the general plant superintendent; and Max Walker, district plant manager. 
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Supervisory Appointments Are Announced 


E, J. Flowerday 


di Agata supervisory appointments 
were made last month. E. J. Flower- 
day was promoted from wire chief to 
area manager at Hastings. G. W. Jahn 
was appointed revenue accountant at 
Lincoln and W. H. Husing was named 
exchange manager at Sterling. 

Mr. Flowerday assumes combined 
plant and commercial responsibilities in 
the Hastings area. He succeeds John 
Spady, formerly area commercial man- 
ager, with respect to commercial func- 
tions. Mr. Flowerday has been with 
the Company for 21 years. He was first 
employed as a groundman in the Con- 
struction Department at Lincoln and 
later went to Nebraska City, Auburn, 
and Wahoo as a lineman. He was made 
manager at Bennet in 1935 and in 1937 
transferred to Wahoo as a combina- 
tionman in the Plant Department. He 
became manager at Humboldt in 1943, 


manager at Pawnee City in 1946 and. 


in 1948 was promoted to wire chief at 
Hastings. 


G. W. Jahn 


W. H. Husing 


Mr. Jahn will be in charge of the 
revenue accounting section of the Ac- 
counting Department at Lincoln. He 
has been with the Department for 29 
years and is thoroughly familiar with 
all phases of accounting work. He was 
first employed in 1920 as a traveling 
auditor and has served in various super- 
visory Capacities since then. He suc- 
ceeds Roy Galley who resigned to accept 
a position with Natkin and Company 
of Kansas City, a plumbing and heating 
concern, 

As manager at Sterling, Mr. Husing 
will be in charge of plant and commercial 
responsibilities at Sterling, Adams, Burr 
and Cook. He joined the Company in 
1942 as a combinationman at Seward, 
was transferred to Weeping Water in 
1943 and in 1945 entered the Army Sig- 
nal Corps where he served for a year. 
He resumed his work with the Com- 
pany in 1946 as a combinationman at 
Tecumseh. 


Twister Trouble 
cpaNer tornadoes struck the Com- 


pany’s territory in recent weeks, 
one near Hastings on May 18 and two 
on June 1 near Nebraska City and Falls 
City. Although not as severe as last 
year's twister, they did a considerable 
amount of damage. 
The first storm struck pole lines east 
and southeast of Hastings, tearing out 


31 poles and causing over 100 wire | 


breaks. The Lincoln-Hastings toll lead 
was knocked out with poles being blown 
“like straws,” according to the Hastings 
Tribune, several hundred feet into a 
field. Telephone service for about 150 


rural subscribers in the vicinity of 


Glenvil and Pauline was interrupted. 


Seven poles on the Lincoln-Nebraska 
City lead 214 miles west of Nebraska 
City were ripped out by the June tor- 
nado which also tore up a two arm 
rural lead south of Paul for over a mile. 
Long distance circuits to Syracuse and 
Lincoln were cut out and about 200 
rural subscribers were without service. 
Otoe, Dunbar and Talmage were iso- 
lated until the following day. 

About one-half mile of the Lincoln- 
Kansas City toll line was blown down 
near Falls City by the June storm which 
also picked up a large barn and sent it 
sailing through the lead. The storm 
struck here in the territory of the 
Southeast Nebraska Telephone Com- 
pany which suffered heavy local dam- 


see 
age. 
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Let's Play Ball 
JITH the month of May we wel- 


comed back two kinds of flowers; 
the garden variety which beautify our 
lawns, and the flower of telephone girl 
athletes, who make a very nice decora- 
tion for a softball diamond. When the 
latter group gathered for their first pre- 
season warm-up and practice session on 
an evening in May at Lincoln’s Muny 
diamond, Coach Harold Brady was on 
hand to look the situation over, and is 
still pinching himself to be sure he 
wasn't dreaming. In contemplating the 
loss of several veteran key-players, who 
had graduated into the ranks of house- 
wives or had moved away, prospects 
for a winning team were definitely on 
the gloomy side—but after watching 
the new crop of recruits perform, Har- 
old got on his horse and began to 
spread the tidings that the Telephone 
Girls would take the field this year 
with a team that will have everything. 
Only five “letter-girls”’ are back in 
uniform, Audrey Althouse and Arlene 
Zabel, infielders; Ruth Marrow, 
pitcher; and Elaine Hawkins and Jean 
Marchand, outfielders. The “rookie” 
group, the largest and most promising 
in several years, includes Delores Bates, 
service; Margie Merritt, Shirley Steiner 
and Florence Mueller, traffic; Joyce 
Johnson, accounting; Phyllis Jones, com- 
mercial; and Leona Lehman, general 
plant. 
The boys will also take the field with 
a baseball team under the leadership of 
Jim Geist. Their scheduled opening 
game on June 8 at Sherman Field was 
rained out. 


co 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kermoade of Syra’ 
cuse are the proud parents of a baby boy, 
David Neil, born May 5. Mr. Kermoade 13s 
a combinationman at Syracuse. 

The Harold Williams of Pawnee City are 
the proud parents of a 7 pound 9 ounce baby 
boy, born May 25. Harold works on George 
Hansen's crew in the Construction Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Burt of Hastings are 
the parents of a baby girl, Kathryn Rae, born 
May 26 at the Mary Lanning Memorial Hos- 
pital in Hastings. George is a member of 
the Construction Department in Hastings. 


New Suggestion 
Committee Member 


Donna Olson 


Mrs. Donna Olson last month was 
appointed a new member of the 
Employees Suggestion Committee 
representing the Traffic Depart- 
ment. By this appointment the 
committee is increased from five 
to six members. This committee, 
representing all departments, re- 
ceives and judges suggestions and 
determines awards in accordance 
with the Employees Suggestion 
Plan inaugurated in May, 1945. Guy 
Seaton, personnel director, is chair- 
man. Other committee members 
are George Barney, Plant Depart- 


Fern Rieck of the Hastings Traffic De- 
partment and Pfc. George Shaheen were 
married May 7 at Saint Cecilia’s Catholic 
Church in Hastings. The groom is stationed 
at the Hastings Ammunition Depot. The 
couple will reside in Hastings and Mrs. Shee- 
han will continue her work. 


Gerry Nacke of the Hebron Traffic De- 
partment became the bride of Harry Hess 
in the Sacred Heart Church in Hebron on 
May 7. The couple will reside in Lincoln 
where the groom is attending the University. 


Ileta Jane Mumford of the Beatrice Traffic 
Department became the bride of Edwin D. 
Lipps of Cook on May 1 at the First Christian 
Church in Beatrice. Mrs. Lipps has resigned 
her position and the couple will reside in 
Cook, where the groom is postmaster. 


The marriage of Bonnie Ruhl, operator 
at Tecumseh, and Melvin Taylor was solem- 
nized on May 1 at Sidney, Iowa. Mrs. Taylor 
is continuing her work. 


Shirley Higgins of the Beatrice Traffic 
Department.was united in marriage to Keith 
Baker on May 14 at the First Christian 
Church in Beatrice. The Bakers will reside 
in Beatrice and Shirley will continue her 
work. 


ment; A. O. Andrews, Engineering 
Department; Bruce Sievers, Ac- 
counting Department; and K. L. 
Lawson, Commercial Department. 


~ 


Lacing cable on runway of a new selector 
bay in the “2-5” office are: H, W. Stroup, 
W. E. Berkland and Don Gilmore. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Viola May Dudgeon, mother of J. W. 
Dudgeon of the Hastings Commercial De- 
partment, died in Lincoln May 14. Funeral 
services were May 18 in Lincoln. 


Mrs. Lucy Knudson, mother of W. J. 
Knudson of the Shop and H. S. Knudson 
of the Service Department, died in her home 
at Beaver Crossing, May 31. Funeral serv- 
ices were held on June 2. 
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Credit Association 


Shows Record Growth 


INCE 1943 the Lincoln Telephone 

Employees Cooperative Credit As- 
sociation has more than doubled its as- 
sets, deposits, and loans. 

This splendid growth is the best pos- 
sible testimonial of the worth of that 
organization and its helpfulness to mem- 
bers who now total 536. Any regular, 
full-time employee with six months 
service is eligible to membership which 
entitles him to make deposits either per- 
sonally at room 200, General Office 
Building at Lincoln, through pay roll 
deduction, or by mailing a check or 
money order. 


is Myrtle M. Smith who has had charge 


of keeping its records and accounts since 


1939. 


The operations of the organization 


are subject to the regulation of the 
State Banking Department and the 
books are audited annually by that De- 
partment. In addition, the records are 
gone over quarterly by the supervisory 
committee of the Association. 

The Credit Association is a mutual 
organization, profit from loans being 
returned to depositors as interest on 
their savings. For the last six months 
of 1948, interest at the rate of 32% 
was paid on deposits and during the 
year members received $6,449. As of 
April 30, 1949, assets totaled $245,595, 
loans $120,810, and shares and de- 
posits $235,876. 


Alvin Dougherty Saves 


Small Boy From Drowning 


A SMALL boy about eight years of 

age probably owes his life to the 
prompt action of Alvin Dougherty of 
the Lincoln switchroom. 

Mr. Dougherty was fishing in a 
stream near Roca one day last month 
when he heard cries for help from a 
lady and child on the bank about 100 
yards distant. Al hurried to the scene 
and found that a child had fallen into 
the creek. Pausing only long enough 
to remove the overshoes he had on, 
he dove into the water and pulled the 
boy to the bank where he revived him 
by artificial respiration. The lad ap- 
parently had dropped a shoe into the 
stream and had fallen in himself in at- 
tempting to retrieve it. His mother and 
sister had seen the mishap and had 
called for help because neither could 
swim. 

Al was inclined to belittle his part 
in the incident when we questioned 
him about it some time later, saying 
that his act had involved little or no 
personal danger and that he really 
hadn't given it much thought. As a 
matter of fact, he didn’t even stop to 
learn the boy’s name. However. we 
think what he did was most praise- 
worthy. It was a case where a few mo- 
ments delay might have proven fatal 
and Al met the occasion with straight 
thinking, effective action, and little con- 
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cern about his own discomfort in com- 
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Above: Elected to guide next seasons bowling activities in the Lincoln Girls 
league were- Left fo night: Fern Burns, treasurer; Ruth Marrow, president; 
Frances Koontz, secretary and Helen Johnsen, vice president ~ ~ 
At right: Howard Spahnle, retiring president,congratulates his successor, 
Byron Paitison . Next in line are Ken Boshart, new vice president and 
Carl Ahl, reelected secretary-treasurer. 


Above: The girls brought their bowling season to a close with the 
traditional steak dinner and election of officers on May Il. Part of 

the group in attendance are shown in the line-up above ~ ~ Their 
expressions testify that they are having a finetime. . . ~ ~ ~ 

At rights Most of the credit for a Successful season and party can be shared by the 
retiring officers -Frances Harmon, treasurer’; Dorothy Miller, president and Ruth Straka, 
secretary, Not in picture: Darlene Multer, vice president ~ . . ~ 
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'HE month of May saw the wind-up of two indoor 
sporting events which have occupied the time and 
: energy of a considerable group of Lincoln telephone ath- 
M4 letes during the past several months. The season was 
officially rung down on the two bowling leagues with 
5 the holding of their annual dinners; the girls at Don’s 
- Steak House on the night of May 11, and the men at 
| Italian Village on May 20. The annual business meeting 
Ee and election of officers were made a part of the program 
for both occasions. 


treated to a fine feed and sent on their way, convinced 
that the day would have been a success if they hadn’t 
mentioned bowling. 

The revival of table tennis tournaments caused quite 
a stir in club room circles. This used to be an annual 
event but no champion had been declared since the 
first year of the war. Strangely, the old timers controlled 
the tournament from start to finish, exhibiting a brand 
of play hat would have done them proud at the zenith 
of their youh and vigor. Roy Mills scored a mild upset 
in the early rounds of the men’s singles tournament, 
eliminating former champion Bob Clifford. Carl Ahl, 
who has also worn the champion’s crown, won in the 
finals from Charles Connors. The latter teamed with 
John Backstrom to take the doubles trophy. Ladies’ sin- 
gles was won by Virginia Perry, while Roy Mills and 
Arene Zabel walked off with the mixed-doubles laurels. 


One late-lamented event not pictured on these pages 
was the annual Lincoln-Hastings bowling vendetta. Two 
teams from Lincoln made the trek to the west-end city 
4 on May 1, were received with open arms by the oblig: 
4 ing hosts, taken to the bowling alley and very soundly 
, and methodically beaten. Afterwards, the visitors were 


Virginia Perry, left, won the Ladies Singles championship in 
hard-fought battle with Anne Swisher, right. ~ Anne also 
reached the finals in the Mixed-Doubles tournament — ~ 
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Charles Connors, left, bowed to Carl Ah] in 
the Mens Singles table tennis championship 
match. Carl was a champion in the’old days" 
and has lost little of his powerful game 
since the last tournaments were played . — 
nl9l. ~ ~ ..+.... er? EGS 


The Ladies Singles tournament provided some spirited 
play. Here Anne Swishet, left,-is pulling a close game 
out of the fire in her match with Darlene 


Johannes, right 
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e husband-wife team, 
Joe and Virginia Hageman, 
reached the semi-finals 
7 in the Mixed-Doubles 
9 tournament ~ ~ 


. 
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A gallery favorite was Gay Henderson whose 
-versatile game almost upset the champ tn the 
semi-finals . 


We 
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In Mens Doubles, Charles Connors and John Backstrom at left, 
aahioned the old-time champs, Carl Ahl and Bob Clifford. In 


this action shot of the finals, Carl holds his head as a return 
- Ib 


shot misses the edge of fhe table. ~ ~ ~ 


~ ~ ~ wet 


Ab lefé.: Roy Mills and Arlene Zabel, backs to camera, became Mixed | 
Doubles champions by beating the Eggerss-Swisher feam | 
in the finals. This picture was taken in their semi-finals match 
which they won from Chris Lyberis and Virginia Perty ~~ 
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Running jumpers on a new section of the 
‘4 office main frame are Bill Webster and 


Don Gilmore, 


Another Crack At 
Lincoln's Waiting List 

Good news lies in store for pros- 
pective telephone patrons in fast 
growing Southeast Lincoln with the 
delivery and erection of switching 
equipment capable of providing 700 
additional lines at “4” exchange. 
Lying in the area of several large 
tracts of new housing develop- 
ments, this exchange has borne the 
brunt of the equipment and cable 
shortage. Even before permanent 
installation was attempted, some 
of the new equipment was hastily 
attached to the frames and hooked 
up temporarily to provide 160 crit- 
ically needed subscribers’ lines. 

The waiting list at “4” exchange 
last month was 148, and 109 of 
those were being held for want of 
central office capacity, so the list 
will be greatly reduced as soon as 
the equipment can be mounted and 
connected. 


Erecting framework for connector and line- 
finder shelf relay equipment are: George 
Albury, Howard Stroup, Russell White, Dick 
Tejcka and Warren Shuck. 


Long Distance Brings Good 


News to Pot of Gold” Winners 


HE “Days of °49” came back again 

last month with the modern touch 
of the long distance telephone bringing 
news of “gold strikes” to lucky winners 
as far west as California in the Bankers 
Life Insurance Company’s novel “Pot 
of Gold” contest. 

The company this year is celebrating 
its 62nd anniversary and initiated the 
contest as part of the traditional May 
campaign. Each agent was entitled to 
have his name placed “in the pot” once 
each week for every $5,000 of applica- 
tions turned in during the period. Six 
names were then drawn at the end of 
the week and the agents’ wives were 
called by telephone from the Lincoln 
home office. If the wives could pro- 
duce the names of the applicants they 
were in the money. 

The company’s president, H. S. Wil- 
son, drew the first name in the contest 
which was cleverly featured with the 
theme “Work Your Mine In °49” in 
the firm’s publication, the Broadcaster. 

In the last ten years the number of 
telephone conversations per capita in 
this country has increased from 219 
per year to 317 per year. 


Promotions, Transfers, Iitle Changes 


Ina Ozenbaugh 
Assistant Chief Operator 
Lincoln 


Engineering 

Kenneth E. Versaw, shopman, supply, to 

junior engineer. 
Plant 

Gerald Carter, garage serviceman to ware- 
houseman, supply. 

Francis Nichelson, groundman to lineman, 
construction. 

R. L. Thayer, groundman to Jineman, con- 
struction. 

Traffic 

Dorothy Ahl, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Beatrice. 

Peggy Bexten, A operator to A&@L oper- 
ator, Hastings. 

Ruby M. Clites, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Nebraska City. 

Marjorie L. Collins, NA&L operator to 
A&L operator, Lincoln. 

Patricia Emerson, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, David City. 
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Ruth L. Ewin, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Hastings. 

Helen E. Gage, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Pawnee City. 

Edonis Garner, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Jessie Hiatt, A€L operator to evening 
chief operator, Exeter. 

Marjorie E. Kildow, L operator, Lincoln, 
to A&L operator, Beatrice. 

Shirley Krokstrom, A operator to A&@L 
operator, Lincoln. 

Lois Kuhn, A operator to A&L operator, 
Beatrice. 

Patricia Kupetz, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, York. 

Donna Larsen, A&L operator, Hebron, to 
A&L operator, Hastings. 

Joan C. Lemmon, L operator to desk op- 
erator, Lincoln. 

Magdalene Mathis, A&L operator to 
NA&L operator, Wahoo. 

Patricia J. Mock, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Hastings. 

Ina Ozenbaugh, supervisor to assistant chief 
operator, Lincoln. 

Barbara Rakestraw, A@L operator, Geneva, 
to A&L operator, Hebron. 

June L. Vanarsdale, A operator to A@L 
operator, Auburn. 

Joan M. Vap, A operator to A@L operator, 
Hastings. 

Betty Walsh, L operator to NL operator, 
Lincoln. 

Jeannine J. Wyatt, A operator to A&@L 
operator, York. 
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Service Birthdays 
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Eighteen Years 
Mary Jackson, Fairbury; Melba Richards, 


Lincoln. 


Thirty-Nine Years 
H. M. Zimmerman, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Eight Years 
C. B. Meshier, Beatrice.: 
Thirty-Six Years 
Frances Virgil, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Five Years 
S. J. Dennis, Lincoln. pourtese Weare Ra 
Thirty-Three Years E. E. Johnson, Rolland R. Winders, Lin- 
R. S. Baldwin, G. B. Keith, Lincoln. coln. 
Thirty-Two Years 
W. P. Shuck, Lincoln; E. H. Wellman, 
Hebron. 


Fifteen Years 
G. L. Oglesby, Wymore; Marie Vidlock, ° 


Lincoln. 


Thirteen Years 
Beatrice Rohrer, Hastings. 
Twelve Years 


Thirty-One Years 
Eva Kapke, Seward; Blanche McConkey, 
Guide Rock. 


Philip J. Garvey, Lincoln. 
Regina Bethscheider 


Hebron 
30 Years 


- . 
S. J. Dennis Seven Years 


Lincoln 


35 Years Eileen Aubert, Edna Schoenrock, Fairbury; 


C. A. Hansen, Barbara Miller, Lincoln; Mer- 
na Stewart, David City; Marcella Will, 


Beatrice. 


Thirty Years 
Regina Bethscheider, Hebron; Caroline M. 
Lamps, Hastings. 
| Twenty-Nine Years 
D. R. ‘Culbertson, York; Frank Kuchera, 


Lincoln. 


Six Years 
Ella C. Adkins, David City; Barbara Ben- 
son, Maurine M. Harter, R. A. Stall, Lincoln: 
Max J. Brandt, Beatrice: Clara Goodfellow, 
Ashland; Helen Greiner, Seward; Margaret 


Lautenschlager, Davenport; H. E. Olsen, 
Wahoo. 


Twenty-Eight Years 
J. J. Brockmeyer, Beatrice; F. A. Block- 
witz, Georgia M. Smith, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
R. L. Clinton, Lincoln; Hazel Hagenbuck, 
Wahoo. 


Five Years 


Catherine Cooley, Dean Hobson, Darlene 
Johannes, Veda Nichols (February Anniver- 
sary), Lincoln: Rosetta Habben, Hastings; 
Leola F. Heins, David City; Hazel Johnson, 
Osceola; Evelyn M. Menke, Beatrice: Wilma 
Murphy, Nelson; Shirley M. Snyder, Auburn. 


Twenty-Six Years 
Mathilda Alpers, Fairbury; Nona Brusna- 
han, Friend; R. A. Carlson, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 
T. B. Chinnock, Lincoln; Grace Lux, 
Shelby. 


T,. B. Chinnock 


Lincoln 
25 Years 


Caroline M. Lamps 


Hastings 
30 Years 


Twenty-Four Years 
A. E. Dulin, M. M. Hale, M. H. Metcalf, 
L. V. Shirey, Lincoln. 
. Twenty-Two Years 
Minnie I. Allen, I. J. Devoe, V. M. Simp- 
son, Rex Winders, Lincoln; H. O. Gillespie, 
Beatrice; E. T. Little, Auburn; E. M. Massie, 
Friend. 
Twenty-One Years 
C. H. Bottorff, Lincoln; J. E. Smith, 
Lincoln; Dewey Olsen, Wahoo. 
Twenty Years 
Moreane Alldritt, Hastings; E. A. Ernst, 
Nebraska City; Ivan C. Haith, Humboldt; 


Grace Lux Moreane Alldritt J. D. Litzenberg, R. E. Mills, W. T. Nyden, E, A. Ernst Ivan C, Haith 
plby Sh Sonne Bedric Wanek, Lincoln. Nebraska City Humbolat 
25 Years 20 Years 20 Years 


J. D. Litzenberg R. E. Mills Bedric Wanek G. L. Oglesby Marie Vidlock 
Lincoln Lincoln Lincoln Wymore Lincoln 
20 Years 20 Years 20 Years 15 Years 15 Years 
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Eastern District 
Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


A farewell party and May breakfast was 
held at the City Cafe in honor of Nadine 
Smith, who is leaving us to join the ranks 
of a full time housewife. She was pre- 
sented with a blanket. Irene Swan, 
Camilla Selzer and Lena Conrad, along 
with Mr. and Mrs. Campbell, attended the 
Pioneer’s banquet in Lincoln. . . . Vaca- 
tions are in order again with Lena Conrad 
being the first to enjoy two weeks of free- 
dom and relaxation (is that right, Lena?) 

. . Betty Okrina surprised us one morn- 
ing after reporting for work. On her relief, 
she called back that she was going to have 
an emergency operation that noon. She 
will be back with us soon after a speedy 
recovery. Margaret Cornell has been 
ill with a severe throat infection. ... Recent 
visitors were Mr. McKinzie and Mr. Young. 


Nebraska City Area 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 


Vacations seem to be the thing this 
month, Lois Seybert and Jacqueline Boldra 
being the lucky ones now. Maxine 
Stiles and Mary Bartyzelle are back from 
their vacations and they say it was won- 
derful just staying at home... . Betty 
Balfour is being kept busy these days. 
While she is busy teaching toll, we see Mrs. 
Tackett teaching two new local students. 

“Snooks” Steckley has moved into a 
different apartment. Elia Fisher is 
moving from her apartment to where Mrs. 
Waters used to live and Mrs. Waters ‘s 
moving into a four room apartment with 
their own brand new furniture. She likes 
to talk about her new electric stove. Who 
wouldn’t!!! . . . Violet ‘Pete’ Peterson, 
assistant chief operator, finally got her kit- 
ten. She tells us it gets treated just like 
a new baby. His name is “Miki”. ... We 
have had several visitors this month. Miss 
Markuson, Mr. McKinzie and Mr. Young 
came from Lincoln and the intermediate 
class from Greggsport School. ... R. H. 
Ojers, W. C. Lant, Ethyl Armstrong and 
Lillian Bader were among those attending 
the Pioneer Party at Lincoln. . . . Those 
graduating from local training are Mrs. 
Kehr and Miss Hughes, also Mrs. Christen- 
sen, a forrner operator. Donna Mae 


Lockhart, Syracuse Traffic, underwent a 
surgical operation, having two teeth re- 


moved. . .. Donna Mae Lockhart was 
elected to attend Girls State at Lincoln, 
June 6 to 12. ... Vacation time has rolled 


around again. Miss Windels, chief oper- 
ator, is enjoying the scenery in the Ozarks. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 

Mary Bornemeier, chief operator at Te- 
cumseh and Elsie Hornbeck of Murdock, 
paid our office a visit May 7. Come again, 
girls. . . . Phillip and Billie Eckles of 
Tecumseh and Mr. and Mrs. Joe Abrams 
of Seward were visitors on May 20. 
Harriette Wynn and husband spent two 
weeks in Texas enjoying the warm sunny 
climate in the south. ... Mrs. Edith New- 
land of Decatur, Illinois, was here visiting 
with her sister, Mrs. Hilda Johanns. Edith 
was a former operator at Plattsmouth.... 
Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Humiston and Novita 
spent a week-end in Kansas visiting sela- 
tives and friends. . . . Pearl Sutton, assist- 
ant chief operator at Weeping Water, at- 
tended the Alumni banquet at Nehawka. 


Wahoo Area 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 

Five o’clock in the morning is just too 
early for most folks, but not the energetic 
bunch at Wahoo, and we do have a horrible 
suspicion that some of them met them- 
selves just getting in. The occasion was a 
“breakfast” held in our basement room 
honoring birthdays of Leona Lind, Marilyn 
Thorson and Inez Olsen of the Traffic De- 
partment. The bacon, eggs, rolls and good 
coffee furnished by the committee, were 
mighty fine, but should be at that unearthly 
hour. The three ladies received lovely gifts, 
but hoped the surprise would be for lunch 
next time. . For a rousing, instructive, 
peppy game of soft ball, be sure to see the 
Wahoo girls’ team. It’s really a “wow”!! 
With all the confidence of veterans, they 
have challenged the “Infantry” located at 
the Nebraska Ordnance Plant and mind 
you, without any practice. ... Leona Lind 
visited friends at St. Paul, Minnesota, the 
week-end of April 24. Opal Allison, 
chief operator from Beaver Crossing, was 


ASHLAND FACES THE CAMERA: Left panel: Mrs. Lura Blackman, chief operator; 


Center. Luella Buck, cashier and John Potter, 


manager; Right panel: Ina J. Bower and 


Marian Groenjes. The photographer was J, A. McKinzie, Ashland last month celebrated an 
all time peak in station development with the installation of its 900th telephone. 
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Jim Howland, injured Weeping Water com- 
binationman, was staging a good recovery 
when this picture was taken at Lincoln Gen- 
eral Hospital. With him are Mrs, Howland 
and J. A. McKinzie, Eastern District Manager. 


a recent visitor. . . . Those attending the 
Pioneer’s banquet at Lincoln were Mr. and 
Mrs. Olsen, E. L. Dorland, Mae Meduna, 
Mae Beaty and Hazel Hagenbuck. 


General Offices and 
Central District 
Accounting Department 


By Mary Boshart 


We are happy to report that your Asso- 
ciate Editor, Frances Clinton, has returned 
home from the hospital and is now well 
on the way to recovery. She is expecting 
to resume her duties in this department 
very soon. ... If you have wondered why 
Lorraine Hansen is “floating in the clouds” 
it’s because her hubby is back in Lincoln 
after eight weeks of schooling with Bur- 
roughs in Detroit. . . . Harold Brady and 
his girls’ baseball team are spending their 
spare moments on the baseball diamond 
practicing. Speaking of sports, we 
have three employees who have _ been 
elected to offices in the bowling leagues 
for next season. Ken Boshart will serve 
as Vice-President and Carl Ahl as Secre- 
tary of the Men’s Bowling teams. Ferne 
Burns has been chosen Treasurer of the 
Girls’ teams. Virginia Hughes spent 
a week-end in Cleveland, Ohio, and re- 
turned home with a sparkler on her left 
hand. ... The following people have taken 
the “cure” for spring fever: S. F. Bush and 
John Backstrom spent their vacations in 
California, Gerry Lorenzen traveled to Den- 
ver, Ann Keegan visited in Tecumseh, Ferne 
Burns spent her time in Omaha and R. H. 
Spohn stayed in Lincoln. ... Arlene Yost 
is looking forward to a long week-end in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. Marie Vidlock has 
been doing some fishing, but at this par- 
ticular time she isn’t bragging about her 
catch. . . . Dick Hansen is expecting an 
“Oscar” for his performance in “Fireman, 
Save My Child,” given at the Pioneer Party. 
... Nancy Zier, 14% year old sister of Gloria 
Zier, is already taking an interest in the 
Telephone News. She keeps pulling the 


April edition from the stack of News copies 


that Gloria keeps in her room. We're in-: 


clined to believe she has taken a liking 
to the Easter Bunny on the cover. 


Commercial Department 
General Office 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


Bernice Iwohn enjoyed a two week va- 
cation last month in her home town of 
Clatonia. While there, she was Maid of 
Honor at her sister’s wedding. . .. Mr. 
Waters is very proud of his recent purchase, 
and he has a right to be. A new home is 
now his, and from what we hear, it’s really 
nice. ... Speaking of Mr. Waters, we are 
happy to say that he was named the “Out- 
standing Co-op of the Year” by the Co- 
operative Club of Lincoln recently. He was 
so honored because of his interest and 
activities in behalf of the Cedars Home 
for Children which is sponsored by the 
Co-op Club, of which, incidentally, he is a 
past-president. We’re sure he is highly 
deserving of this recognition. ... Mr. Law- 
son is getting his fishing equipment in ship- 
shape to spend a week in Minnesota. 


Lincoln Business Office 
Myrtle Hiner, Associate Editor 


Congratulations seem to be in order for 
several of our folks. Bill Quinn was elected 
to the Council of the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce. He was also awarded a Silver 
Key for meritorious service. . Virginia 
Perry is our champion, having won the 
women’s singles in the recent ping-pong 
tournament. ... Ruth Younger was gradu- 
ated from Lincoln High School and was 
honored by a scholarship from the Quota 
Club. . . . Douglas Fullbrook Sawyer ar- 
rived May 1 at the home of Francis and 
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Jean Sawyer “Jean was a former clerk).... 
No doubt you have heard about the arrow 
that was shot and where it lights we know 
not where—but we do know where one 
lit—right in the middle of Lee Schlentz’s 
heart—the wound has proven to be fatal, 
for Lee is to be married sometime in the 
near future to Evelyn Hast. Good luck to 
the both of them in their new venture... . 
Ruth Boots spent Memorial Day week-end 
in Springfield, Illinois. She also attended 
the wedding of her sister. . . . Virginia An- 
derson and family spent the holiday week- 
end at Storm Lake, Iowa, fishing and boat- 


ing. . . . Anne Swisher is spending one 
week of her vacation in the “old home 
town” of Winfield, Kansas. . . . Harold 


Caster (a former commercial representa- 
tive) paid our office a visit. He is now 
connected with the Commercial Department 
of the Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone 
Company of Washington, D. C.. Nice see- 
ing you, Harold. ... Waldo McDowell has 
been trying to imitate a pugilist—-who had 
lost a fight in the tenth round—both jaws 
were swollen. Waldo maintains it is the 
fault of the dentist—but he still can’t pro- 
duce an affidavit to bear out this statement. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


Well, the Construction Department is 
ready to do business again with everyone 
back on the job. Mr. Schmeltzer returned 
to work on May 9 and a more welcomed 
fellow you never did see. Your associate 
editor wasn’t on hand to greet him as she 
was serving her two weeks stretch at the 
courthouse (jury duty). ... We were sorry 
to learn that Albert Schellenberg was the 
victim of a sprained ankle when he slipped 
off his porch. Hope he’ll be back on the 
job soon. ... One of our first vacationers 


SO LONG, NEIGHBOR ... Bud Eden's camera caught this scene from an upper window 
of the general office building as one of the brick walls of the old Cathedral School toppled 
over. The sixty-year-old building was razed after being gutted by fire last March. It was 
one of Lincoln’s landmarks and stood adjacent to the telephone building on M Street, 
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of the season is Don Kapke, truck driver 
at Hastings. We didn’t learn what he did 
to keep busy those two weeks. ... Well it 
seems tornadoes took over where the sleet 
storms left off. The Western District ex- 
perienced such a storm along about the 
middle of May and the Eastern District 
had some twisters the last of the month. We 
understand our damage was not too ex- 
tensive in this latter storm. It seems there 
is always something to break the monotony. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Mr. and Mrs. O. A. Nelson vacationed in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, visiting their 
daughter and family and getting acquainted 
with a new granddaughter. ... Frank Ku- 
chera, another one of our vacationers, spent 
a few days of his week’s vacation fishing. 

Also vacationing this month were 
Adella Kyckelhahn, Paul Radebaugh and 
Guy Deats, who relaxed at home... . “Yours 
Truly” enjoyed a week-end in Mt. Pleasant, 
Iowa, recently. Our sympathy is ex- 
tended to Adella Kyckelhahn whose brother 
passed away on May 14. 


Supply Department 
Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


There’s nothing like a good fishing trip 

on these 3-day week-ends, say our anglers. 
Ernie Royce tried his luck near Duncan. 
His catch consisted of Cat, Bass, and Blue 
Gill. Welton Grant fished at Memphis with 
not so good luck; and Nelson Liesveld 
climbed up and down the very muddy banks 
of the Blue River, with fair results. Bob 
Chamberlain came back with not much 
more than an intense sunburn... . We're 
hearing about some interesting vacations. 
M. D. Chamberlain is traveling down South 
and to the East coast, with no particular 
destination in mind—just seeing the scen- 
ery. Charley Connors attempted to get 
caught up with repairs and main- : 
tenance around home and enter- 
tained a Navy buddy from out 
of town. Paul Eisenbarth trav- 
eled to Indiana to visit relatives. 
Ralph Culver plans for a week 
of his vacation with his troop at 
a Boy Scout camp. Harry Smith 
isn’t making a trip but instead is 
getting ready for winter by re- 
placing his coal furnace with gas 
heating equipment. Glenn B. 
White is California bound. 
Bob Donaldson has purchased 
Rollie Winder’s 1930 Ford Pick- 
up and has acquired a brand new 
driver’s license. We wonder if he 
has his bicycle tucked away in 
the tool compartment, for emer- 
gency use. We hear that on his 
last attempt to drive a car ‘sev- 
eral years ago) he was fright- 
ened into using a bicycle after an 
encounter with a telephone pole 
or some such thing. 


Traffic Department 
Lincoln Operating Department 


Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


We extend a hearty welcome to our new 
General Traffic Superintendent, Mr. Young. 
Genevieve Griffin visited us on her 
day off, accompanied by her pet squirrel 
perched on her shoulder, who obligingly 
rescued nuts from her pocket and did other 
tricks. . . . Gertrude King is the author of 
an article pertaining to Muzak, published 
in the current issue of Telephony, azational 
telephone magazine. Irene Dreeszen is the 
recent recipient of a beautiful diamond... . 
An incident which struck us as being funny 
occurred when Dorothy Bryan, supervisor, 
had occasion to call Ivan Paddack, switch- 
boardman, who happened to be working in 
the operating room where he promptly 
picked up the call. The two, standing about 
a foot apart, carried on an earnest conver- 
sation never dreaming of their nearness to 
each other, until noticing the attention they 
were attracting. . . . Doris Sutton was se- 
cently called to San Diego, California, by 
the illness of a relative. She made the trip 
by plane. Everyone dutifully and 
promptly arose to his feet one day in re- 
sponse to the pealing of the fire bell, which 
had been accidentally rung when Joan Lem- 
mon pushed a wrong button at the rate 
desk... . Wilma Wergin left on a vacation 
motor trip to California, accompanied by 
her mother. 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 


Jeanne Hueppelsheuser, Associate Editor 


Thanks to Donna Olson and Jeanne Mar- 
chend for taking care of my column last 
month. ... First of all, welcome and con- 
eratulations to our new general traffic su- 
perintendent, Mr. L. P. Young, former 
western district manager at Hastings... . 
And speaking of appointments, we were 
just informed that Mrs. Marcia Watson 
was elected new president of Lincoln In- 


Ardel Freudenberg, Nebraska City traffic department, second 
from left, was among the select five contestant in the finals of 
the National Guard Sweetheart Contest. 
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stitution Directors and Dietetic Association. 
Congratulations to you too, Mrs. Watson. 
We are glad to see Marie Reinert of the 
cafeteria, back on the job again. ... Mrs. 
Watson and Nora Kelly started the vaca- 
tion ball rolling for the season. Mrs. Wat- 
son visited in Chicago for several days and 
Miss Kelly is resting at home for two weeks. 
. . . From all reports, everyone had an en- 
joyable time over the Memorial Day week- 
end. The folks in the General Traffic De- 
partment returned looking very rested and 
each had a tale to relate—even a few “fish” 
tales. Quite often we catch a cus- 
tomer leaving the cafeteria with a dish of 
some sort in their hand, but when they 
leave 90 cent tips at the cash register— 
that really is something. How. about it, 
Mrs. Olson??? 


Southern District 
Wilma Stolzenburg, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Florence Fruehling, Correspondent 


JoAnn Norvell is convalescing after an 
appendectomy. Hope to have you back 
with us soon, JoAnn. ... We are all proud 
of our new paint job on the interior of 
the entire Auburn building, and also with 
the new switchboard position which is being 
installed at the present time. . . . Those 
who have recently enjoyed their vacations 
are: Dorothy Biggerstaff who stayed at 
home; Edna M. Clark who visited in Sioux 
City; and Monica Lempka who visited at 
her home in St. Marys. 


Beatrice Area 


Marian Kleman and Mildred Morris, 
Correspondents 


Phew !! We’re breathing fresh air again. 
Just the same we’re proud of the newly 
painted operating room and rest room, 
aren’t we, girls? .. . Mrs. Kildow, the 
former Marjorie Johns, is back with us 
again after spending three months in the 
Lincoln office. Glad to see you back, Mar- 
jorie. Once more we hear from the 
bowlers. This time it’s this—Har- 
lan Gillispie has been elected 
president of the Beatrice Bowling 
Association and Wilma Stolzen- 
burg won high single game and 
high series in the Business Girls 
League. . . - Mildred Morris and 
husband spent the Decoration Day 
week-end visiting her parents in 
Ludell, Kansas, and Norma Rutan 
and her husband, accompanied by 
Archie Stansbury, made a hurry 
up trip to St. Joseph. 


Fairbury Area 
Leila Watts, Correspondent 


The girls in the Traffic and 
Commercial Department enjoyed 
a picnic on May 18. Because of 
bad weather they had it in the 
basement of the Telephone Office. 
. . . Joyce Blanton of the Traffic 
Department spent her recent week- 
end in Brookings, S. D., where she 
attended a formal dance at the 
college. . . . Mathilda Alpers and 


Virginia, Robinson of the Traffic Depart- 
ment are enjoying their vacations. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 

Mr. Ryan, Bill Eckles, Mary Kalin and 
Henrietta Gorache all gave Jerrie Murphy 
a proper send-off by attending her wed- 
ding April 26. At the reception in the 
evening, Mary had charge of the guest 
book and Henrietta helped serve. ... The 
girls attended a shower given in Bonnie 
Taylor’s honor May 5, and she received 
many lovely gifts. . . . The Tecumseh office 
had a pleasant surprise when Chris Haber- 
man of San Diego, Calif., stopped in for 
a visit recently. Chris was a former Com- 
pany employee. ... The first lucky vaca- 
tioner was “Grandmaw” Goldie Thompson 
who spent hers—you guessed it—with her 
new granddaughter in Longmont, Colorado. 
According to Goldie there’s not another 
one like her and we strongly suspect that 
she spent most of the time with safety 
pins, triangles, and formulas. 


Western District 


Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 
Geneva-Hebron Area 
Velma Garland, Correspondent 

Area Manager Chas. J. Crew returned 
to work after spending part of his vacation 
in Texas visiting with his daughter and 
family. Mrs. Crew, who has been in Texas 
for several weeks, returned to Geneva with 
Mr. Crew. ... A new attraction at Geneva 
is the new company car, and we all think 
it’s OK. ... Frances Steider of the Traffic 
Department has the mumps. All of us who 
haven’t had them are holding our breath 
for fear we’ll be next. . Operators at 
Fairmont held a birthday party for Laura 
Jean Baker on May 11. Miss Baker was 
presented with several gifts, and a lunch 
of ice cream and cake was served. ... Night 
Operator Mrs. Dave Little of Fairmont 
has been off duty for a week so that she 
might be with her husband, who is in the 
hospital at Lincoln. ...H. G. Taeder, He- 
bron plant department, has been working at 
Nelson helping with the cut-over to the 
dial system. ... Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Well- 
man and Margaret, Regina and Mary Beth- 
scheider, operators at Hebron, attended the 
Pioneer banquet at Lincoln recently. .. - 
Adeline Kripal, operator at Hebron ex- 
change, and Janice Kripal, formerly cashier 
at Hebron, gave a shower for the approach- 
ing wedding of Gerry Nacke, also a Hebron 
operator. An enjoyable evening was spent 
by all... . The Geneva office received the 
following message from Sister Marie Alban 
for the Sisters who are leaving Geneva for 
St. Louis: “We want to express our deep 
appreciation for the service given us by the 
telephone office and for all the kindness 
and friendliness shown us by the people 
working there. We wish to extend our sin- 
cere thanks to you.” 


Hastings Area 
Bette Hudson, Correspondent 
Ho-hum! It looks like rain again, and at 
this rate we don’t think summer will ever 
get here, or Moreane Alldritt will have an 
opportunity to use that new rod and reel. 


Thus far she hasn’t even had a chance to 
tell about the proverbial “big one that: got 
away.” Cheer up, you fisherwomen, your 
day is coming. ... Anyone peeping in the 
first door to the left at the head of the 
stairs is certain to have noticed the absence 
of Goldia Simons, Junior Secretary. ‘‘Goldie”’ 
is at present recuperating from a recent 
appendectomy. According to reports from 
sisters Cecile and Helen, we believe the 
ordeal was more trying for them than for 
Goldia. Theirs was the job of trying to 
keep her in bed. During Miss Simons’ ab- 
sence, Mary Anderson, from the commer- 
cial department, has been her very capable 
substitute. ... Mrs. Marilyn Butman, recent 
bride, was feted this month by a shower 
given by operators Jean Steele and Kath- 
leen Glantz. We hear that she received 
many practical as well as beautiful gifts. 
Best of luck to you, Marilyn. . . . Twenty- 
two members and guests of the Telephone 
Pioneers again traveled to Lincoln by char- 
tered bus to attend the annual banquet. 
Despite the over-abundance of food and the 
lateness of the hour, the group in the back 
seat was able to keep singing all the way 
home. Just name it and you could have 
anything from barber shop to the classics. 
If there was anything they didn’t sing, it 
was probably because no one had ever heard 
of it... . Anyone who chanced to sit by Ruth 
Ewin of late may have caught her staring 
dreamily at her left hand. No, it’s not a 
new shade of nail polish, it’s that bright 
new engagement ring on the third finger 
that prompts that pleased expression. ... 
May means different things to different 
people, but to operator Geraldine Devine 
it means that school is out for good. Gerry 
is a member of the 1949 graduating class. 
Deloris Stengel spént her vacation 

visiting the home folks at Ong, Nebraska. 

Superior Area 
LuEtta Braun, Correspondent 

Maxine Chambers has been walking on 
air the last few days. Evidently there has 
been a date set for a happy occasion, but 
that is all we will say for now and let you 


“ know more next month. ... Everyone was 


fie % 3 


Fhe ee a SS 


there. 


noticing a big grin on Patricia Shafer’s face 
and didn’t know what was so wonderful 
about that certain morning until they saw 
something sparkle on her left hand. Yes, it 
was a diamond. She had a reason to grin, 
don’t you think? ... Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Kubat attended the Pioneer Banquet in 
Lincoln on May 6. They reported a very 
nice time. . Della Kvasnicka and her 
husband left May 13 for the west coast 
on a two week vacation. We hope they 
didn’t have any bad luck since it was Fri- 
day the 13th. Maybe they aren’t supersti- 
tious. Are you, Della? ... Lloyd Whitney 
still likes to spend most of his spare time 
fishing. By some of his reports he is doing 
right well... . Clarinda Lake was in Den- 
ver, Colorado, the week-end of May 7 to be 
with her sister who was in the hospital 
... The pupils from a rural school 
district visited the traffic department May 
19. . . . Don’t worry too much, Irene 
Hashage, over this “two boy friends” situa- 
tion. It worked out fine for Pat. We’ll be 
keeping an eye on you too, from now on. 
Sutton Area 
Jeannine Smith, Correspondent 

Jeannine Smith has been on two weeks 
vacation. She spent part of her time in 
Minnesota. 

-York-Osceola Area 
Helen Garner, Correspondent 

Artis Bowen has become engaged this 
month. She has a lovely diamond ring. 
Best wishes, Artis. . . . Dea Hays visited 
relatives in South Dakota on her last week- 


end. . .. Ardith Peters is back from her 
vacation which she spent in Texas visiting 
her sister. ... Our York chief operator, Mrs. 


Pflughaupt, is taking a week of her vacation 
now. She is spending it at home... . Bill 
and Alice Cotner have a new Hudson con- 
vertible and Marvin and Velma Garlock 
have a Hudson sedan. They make a pretty 
picture in front of the telephone building 
when the girls leave work. ... Wance Em- 
brey received a painful sunburn on his lips 
while working on the lines. A friend with 
a sense of humor was overheard referring 
to Vance as “Hot Lips” Embrey. Inci- 
dentally, at this time his sunburn has healed. 


The telephone exhibit at the Capital City Home Show at the State Fair Grounds in May, 
featured Mobile Telephone Service. Bill Morris, left, and Dean Hamilton, righi, were attend- 
ants during the three day show, About 3,500 persons visited the Company's exhibit. 
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4 Willard Sherman, Tecumseh 
£44 Plant, had no idea he could 
=| jump 2 four foot fence 

with his galoshes on- until 
he decided to do So the 
other day when interrupted 
in his work of setting a 
pole in a pasture. . . 
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Marilyn Butman, Hastings, minus 
headset, walked into the 
operating room, left hand 
held just $0, and tried 
to insert two fingers 
into the headset jack. 


THE VERY IDEA-! 
MAKING AN APPOINTMENT 


WITd BOTH OF US FOR 
THE SAME TIME ! 


| THINK WE OUGHT To 
4ELL HIM A THING 
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SUCH SERVICE- 
NO DIAL 


When Joan Lemmon, Lincoln traffic, pushed 
the wrong button at the rate deskand the 
fire alarm began to clang, everyone dutifully 
arose to their feet, iricluding Joan ! 


> _ WHY DON'T THEY 


— trying to find a pay ‘phone 
in working ordgr. Noné of them 

had ths dial toné ,50 she thought the 
equipment was busy. At long last’ Tip’ 
decided to read the ingtruc ions and 
the first paragraph Solvéd hér problem. 
\ It read “First- deposit nickel- and 
k give numbér to operator.» °° 


office promptly at the stroke of two, for her appointment. 
After citing inthe lounge for about twenty minutes she 
struck up a conversation with another patient patient 
and found that she,too, had a date with the dentist 
for two oclock. They were both getting pretty 
indignant and were about to march in and confront 
— the dentist when Merna suddenly recalled that her 
ao et appointment had been made for ove o'clock | 
SS ; She retired , leaving the field to her opponent, 


LOOK, KEN, YOU 
GOT SOME. | 
FAN MAIL ¢ 


a 
Lee Schleniz. has lost some of his 
faith in womankind since oné of the new traffic 


girls Snitched his piece of toast in the cafeteria 
@ few mornings ago. 


IM GONNA RUN 
THEM TWO BIRDS 
IN- THEY MUST 
BE CASING THOSE 
JOINTS | 


Clara Jones, accounting, returned an order to 
one of our exchanges for correction- and 
received it back with the note appended: 
Aut we ann ia mess , 
auditor hos Aust Beow here Needless to 
say,Clata lost no time. in showing the note to 
Hen Boshart, who had just teturnsd from an 


audit of that exchange . 


Some sort of distance record was Set fo 
PBX calls a fewdays ago when Supervisor 
Dorothy Bryan called for lvanPaddack from 
a desk in the Lincoln operating room,and lvan 

came rushing out from behind the board and 
picked up the call from the other telephone 

at the same desk . They had quite a long talk 

before discovering that they were standing 

Side by side ! 


Lyle Young thought hé had fallen for the old 
“snipe hunt* game one evening when he 
stood on the corner for an hour waiting 
for E.A.M¢Kenna- who was keeping a similar 
vigil on a corner a block away, waiting 
for Mr. Young: 


entures 
' ae pea eet = 


TWELVE OCLOCK / 
OH-NO. IT 
CAN'T BE / 


———_—— f Mrs.Clyde Burge set the alarm and cuddléd down for an hour's 


| ; tet nap the other evening. While she was sleeping ths “Skinnsr 
You remember that Roy Ojers wore hie Mig. Lyman Neff Fook ina local bargain Sale of hats. She Firtotd in and S¢t He clock thre hour's ‘hens bul left the 


: , id het t down on the countér while she was cm an hour 
fishing pants by mistake when he went laid her own Nat down on tt a heneh Leanke | alatm toring at the proper hour. It worked like a charm — 
to the Pioneer Reunion. Now comes news that ft pene. Atte a jong search she finally Mrs Burge was awakened at niné, and the clock Sajd 


Mrs. Ojer's came to Lincoln on a shoppin saw) Brother shopper drying it on in front of the mirror. | Lvelve., She was very, very unhappy. Later, Mr. Burge 
tour, stopped at a shoe store and te Mis. Neff had a te on Sumer before she got Set the clock to ring aE 6:30, and rétired. Promptly 


9 : qt at 3:30 the alarm rang out - and & 
horrified to discover that she had spent it back~ the other lady insisting that it was he busted his tos on Ae bedpost abe eae 


the morning traveling about in a pair of on the counter with the $4.95 hats, and she darkness . We think thié Story has a fine moral , but 
unmated a etched shoes. ... intended to buy It ~ or else - doubt if the Skipper" will profit by it . 
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+ Dorothy Ransom, Hastings ace 


ee Peeulat oP ~ chucker, lets go of her fast one. 


in the park wasnear | 
i the popcoolingtankand § 
e | the tcecream freezer. | 
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The Lincoln $i oup rolled into Hastings singing thei | 


ee theme-song,” Take me out to the ball game “ 
: q Watching fhe > , 4 “ oR Du) a ‘$a i f 4 f oA bn =m! & *, - Sees at INS ahs Saar) A 
1 ballgame-the | iam oy Wee? ko ee 
| Pioneers found | » Caer Ms ft! 


| opportunity to 
| talk things over, 
| Many towns are } 
4 represented in | 
+ da these groups. 
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Audrey Althouse does a nice job oF ed 

backing up Ruth Marrow as Betty} 
Hibbard slides safely into second 

_base ahead of the throw. 


4 Shorty Shuman,Hastings = 
4 secondbase, trapsa fly § 
j ball with all the grace of & 
1 a ballet dancer. : 


A WESTERN District Pioneer Picnic was held at Prospect 
44 Park, Hastings, on Sunday, June 26. Organizers Waldo. 
McDowell and Ralph Wait put on a show which lived up 
to its advance advertisements, and a good time was had by 
all. The affair was well attended, drawing in Pioneers and 
their families from every nook and corner of the district. 
A chartered bus brought a Chapter delegation and the girls 
softball team from Lincoln, complete with Coach Harold 
Brady and his latest bag of tricks. It was a great day for 
the Hastings ball club which bowed to the Lincoln team 
twice last year. The West End operators had the game 
under control almost from the first pitch, and increased the 
margin inning by inning to a healthy 15 to 7 victory at the 
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Swing and amiss! The ball smacks into Irene Bowman , 
glove as Dorothy Ransom goes down swinging at one of 
Mabel Brown's speed balls. 


| *Shoot it second!" Ruth . 
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close of the game. Dorothy Ransom, Hastings pitcher, had ee Fae 
. ; aS . : . ~~ ~ eo in iii | , . f rt 
he Lincolnites eating out of her hand most of the > Se CA OE LN ES scuinieatarvivaneaeetiidniniaieantibaiiibiniarte aoe Marrow vainly calls fo 
: = . mm ? Safe at third! Lincoln's Audrey Althouse } 4 the ball as Aletha Bennett 
we | Performing creditably, but with less success, on the mound 4 beats the catchers throw+to the base ‘3 steals a base. 
lai ores for Lincoln were Ruth Marrow, Mabel Brown and Mae root ROLLS : MEAT TS 
mera Patty Crewds Bowman. The rest of the program for the afternoon consisted 


of ames and contests. = (asti(i‘ié;!O!O!O!!UUUU Ud RR ee ee ee 
T. E. Longdon and Dorothy Lefler, newly elected presi- k 
dent and vice president, respectively, took their initial bows oe 
when introduced to the gathering by Mr. McDowell. L. A. 3 . - “ 
A ope ; } f , Stacy, secretary, and Melba Richards, new member of the ae t of ee e : Te — — 
Tt lnper kicking iy oe | Ge ay aes Maier: fs executive committee were also among those present. a ha fait sceaibes n | ‘Lefty’ Underhill takes 
saat 4 ae. Aw cha Te, Pee eS oe ee 4 a healthy cut atone of 
contest was won mp Wise ¢ ) Ato ¥ 1 _- I. beside their chariot . Ruth Marrowis pitches 
The softballers take over a cafe at 
_- | Fairmont on the homeward journey. 
eee, 4, | victorious Hastings eam, Front row, left to rights Jokaune Spady Doris ' 
gee ie lend Underhill, Doris Shuman, Betty Hibbard , Aletha Bennett, Nancy | ait, scorer. 
+> he Roldan Back row: BenTurner, coach; Coleen Kort, Mildred Bebensee Wanda Maske, | 
j ihe boys race. | aa Marjorie Bebensee, Dorothy Ransom, Pat Jones, Ralph Wait, manager. 
; | Sahin aie way A cross-section of the eT TE eT ATTRA UHEU 
| H% crowd at the picnic shelter. | 
4 ¥ We | te Se 


Nelson Is Dial Operated 


HE manual exchange at Nelson 
came to the end of its history at 

10 A. M., June 21, when Mayor Kla- 
witter pulled the picks which cut into 
service the new 300 line dial exchange. 
An innovation in cutover procedure 
was introduced with the Nelson proj- 
ect. A “cutover committee’ was ap- 
pointed, each member of which was 
delegated certain responsibilities and 
assignments. These, in the aggregate, 
were intended to include all phases of 
the conversion. John Spady, as chair- 


Above: Part of Nelson’s operating force on 
duty at the time of the conversion. Stand- 
ing, Mrs. Lulu Doher, chief operator; and 
seated left to right, Miss Heraldine Whart- 
man, Mrs. Wilma Murphy and Mrs, LaVon 
Larison. Not in the picture are Lila Oltmans 
and Marianne Sole, evening chief operator. 


man of the committee, was responsible 
for correlating details in the overall 
activity. D. C. Wilson had the super- 
vision of outside plant, including sub- 
station apparatus and wiring. F. F. 
Kubat was responsible for the assign: 
ment of numbers, the printing of the 
directory, local publicity and other 
commercial functions. Merlie Markuson 
and Irene Combs worked as a team in 
introducing traffic practices, and the 
instruction of all operating personnel 
having direct access by dial to Nelson 
subscribers. Roy A. Carlson had charge 
of the pre-conversion testing of the dial 
equipment, testing apparatus, trunk and 
toll lines. The plan worked like a 
charm. The conversion was completed 
with nary a ripple. 

Also coming in for their share of the 
credit for the trouble-free cut are the 
equipment installers, A. K. Robison 
and Perry J. Caldwell, of the general 
plant department and Clarence Schleu- 
fer, dial specialist of the Western Dis- 
trict. 

Nelson has always held an important 
social position in telephone circles, It 
was the mother exchange of the old 
Nuckolls County Independent organi- 
zation which also operated exchanges 
at Angus, Oak, Nora, Ruskin, Hardy, 
and Mt. Clare with nearly 1400 owned 
stations. With the cutover, nine cur- 


Service and construction men from Hastin 


gs and York, and representatives of the Linc 
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Nelson's mayor, Albert G. Klawitter, had 
an important part in the cutover ceremony. 
He is shown above as he presses the button 
which sounded the signal for the conver- 
sion. Later he placed the first long distance 
call over the new dial system. 


rent subscribers relinquished the tele- 
phone numbers they have had continu- 
ously since the original exchange began 
to furnish service in 1906. The Nuck- 
olls County group bi came part of out 
system in April, 1930. 

Nelson is the 26th exchange to rev 
ceive dial service since the war and its 
conversion brings the total of dial oper’ 
ated exchanges to 56. It serves 568 
telephones of which 271 are rural. The 
Company now operates 54,247 dial 
telephones or 56% of the total 0 
97,686. 


oln 


Engineering Department joined local forces in assisti i i i se 
: Sisting with the n. Standing, 
side Ben D. ee Nelson; Ken Versaw and Roy Carlson, Lincoln Engineering Depart- 
Harry Tubbs aa ss and George Burt, Hastings, Area Manager Frank Kubat of Superior; 
Kenny Haltount voc’ Wilson. Hastings; Jim Hatfield, York; Jack Kehoe, Hastings an 

yY fiuliquist, York. Seated in the windows are Waldene Valentine, Clarence Schleufer 


and Don McKean of Hastings. 
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Stormy 


-TUNE in Nebraska is expected to be 

a month of zephyrs and gentle rains. 
The dry-earth farming of our section 
depends on its usual weather to establish 
healthy growth in the critical stage of 
crops and gardens. This year, June be- 
gan with the bright promise of having 
its rains give us one of the best “grow- 
ing seasons” of all time, but in its en- 
thusiasm, gave us an overabundance of 
a good thing. Scarcely a section of the 
territory has escaped wreckage from the 
frequent downpours, high winds and 
hail which have swept across the area 
dyring the entire month. Telephone 
plant and farm crops have borne the 
brunt of the damage. 

First On the list of Nature’s calami- 
ties was the tornado which struck the 
town of Belvidere in the late afternoon 
of June 8, leaving three dead, seven 
injured, and the town in shambles. Tele- 
Phone and electrical connections to the 
Community were severed. Ernest Well- 
Man, H- G. Taedter, Albert Andres and 
Ronald Francis, of the Hebron plant 
forces, Were dispatched to the scene and 
Soon had reestablished the vital circuits 
With the outside world. In the absence 
of Jights, a portable power plant was 
Dressed into service, and Mr, Wellman 
Operated it through the night to provide 
lignt for the Red Cross and a long dis- 
tance public telephone station. A total 
of 444 tol calls were handled from Bel- 
Miers. Oe the day of the disaster. 

Light™M§, rain and wind joined 
hands iM aN attack on telephone plant in 
th, Plattsmouth section that same even- 
ing, i huge Cottonwood tree went into 
Ole jead southeast of town. tearing down 
Several IMPOrtant toll circuits. Near 
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Weather 


Murray, a maple tree blew down, taking 
a heavy rural lead with it. Wet cables, 
blown fuses and broken wires put 250 
telephones out of service on the Platts- 
mouth exchange alone. Both Pilatts- 
mouth and Weeping Water suffered 
severely from flash floods and over- 
flowing creeks. 

On June 23, a cloudburst brought the 
Lincoln trouble board its record day’s 
business. The rain came in a series of 
squalls, with the drops driven almost 
horizontally by the gale and having 
more the appearance of a blizzard than 
a rain storm. A total of 2,325 service 
calls swamped the board on the follow- 
ing day, and as many as 40 cables 
were in trouble at the same time. Only 
by working every available man straight 
through the week-end was the service 
department able to bring things back to 
a semblance of normalcy. During this 
period 29 service trucks were rolling 
throughout the daylight hours and five 
cable crews struggled against the large 
backlog of service faults which seemed 
to be developing faster than they could 
be cleared, The local test board, already 
taxed to the limit of its capabilities, was 
manned two deep in making tests and 
assigning work to the troublemen. 

The same storm drenched Friend with 
two and a half inches of rain within a 
two hour period and dropped its waters 
generally throughout the territory. A 
day later, the southeast tier of counties 
were remembered with several violent 
rain storms, and on June 28 came the 
champion, itself; a seven inch deluge 
which fell in the vicinity of Burchard 
and Liberty. Near Crab Orchard, a 


motorist was drowned when his car was 


Dick Bauer of Lincoln Service is shown 
tuning up the emergency generator at Lin- 
coln’s main office which was used when 
commercial power failed for three hours on 
the day of the big cloudburst. 


washed off the highway by the torrent. 

Country roads were turned into a 
quagmire. Given small chance to dry 
out, they became almost bottomless, 
making the task of reaching the point 
of trouble a difficult one for telephone 
workmen. The “forty-niners” of a 
hundred years ago had little edge on 
their descendants of today, who were 
forced to reach their destination by 
parking their cars on pavement and 
striking out across the fields. 


Above: Wet drops were a common source of 
trouble. Ernest Johnson is about to replace 
one at the Van Horn Service Station in 
Lincoln, 


Left: Jess May, veteran trouble shooter, 
covered a lot of territory in repairing dam- 
age caused by the storms which were almost 
an everyday occurrence. 


Progressive Year In Store For Pioneers 


Dorothy Lefler 
Vice-President 


Thomas E. Longdon 
President 


epee aR Ie 


is 


foe ene the custom of the past 


several years, the state-wide election 
of Pioneer officers and executive com- 
mittee members was held during early 
June. The results were announced by 
retiring president O. L. Sturtevant on 
June 21, the anniversary date of the 
Frank H. Woods Chapter. Balloting 
was done by mail and the new officers 
assumed their posts on July 1. 

Elected to guide the destinies of the 
organization for the coming fiscal year 
were: Thomas E. Longdon, president; 
Dorothy Lefler, vice president; Florence 
Tatman, treasurer and L. A. Stacy, sec- 
retary. Kent Eno, A. S. Keckler and 
Melba Richards become members of the 
executive committee. The balance of 
the official Pioneer family is made up 
of R. H. Ojers, Nebraska City; Mae 
Meduna, Wahoo and A. B. Gorman, 
Lincoln, who are. serving unexpired 
terms on the executive board, and 
O. L. Sturtevant, who is an ex officio 
member by virtue of being Junior past 
president. 

Mr. Longdon, who is area manager 
at Fairbury, is the first non-Lincoln 
member to hold the office of president. 
He has served the Chapter in numerous 
capacities throughout the eight years 
of its existence. After several assign- 
ments in committee work and as Area 


Melba Richards 
Members of the Executive Committee 
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Florence Tatman 
Treasurer 


L, A. Stacy 
Secretary 


A. S. Keckler 


Pioneer Representative, he was elected 
to the executive committee in 1946, re- 
signing that position last year when he 
became vice president. His elevation to 
the Chapter’s highest office marks the 
sixth time that the vice president has 
succeeded to the presidency. 

Mr. Longdon used a quotation in pay- 
ing tribute to the retiring official group, 
“It has been said that the true measure 
of the greatness of a man is the length 
of his shadow as he recedes into the 
past.’ Mr. Sturtevant’s year has been 
one of accomplishment and progress as 
reflected in the annual report of the 
Chapter which has been mailed to its 
members. In it the Chapter is revealed 
to have reached its all-time peak in 
membership and to be in healthy finan- 
cial condition. Under the impetus pro- 
vided by A. S. Keckler, as chairman of 
the membership committee, the rolls 
were enlarged by the addition of 22 new 
applicants and 10 reinstatements, bring- 
ing the roster to a total of 429 at the 
final count on June 1. 

The new president feels that a con- 
tinuing effort toward building up the 
membership rolls should receive high 
ranking among the Chapter’s objec- 
tives, as well as further endeavors in 
the scope of social activities, so that 
every member may be directly benefited 
by them. 
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People You Know 
W ITHIN the past few weeks several 
people whose names are familiar 
to many of us stopped in to say hello 
while on visits to Lincoln. 

Andy Holt, formerly of David City 
and now on pension, came in to show 
us a few snap shots and tell us some- 
thing of where he had been for the past 
few years. He lived for some time at 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, with his daugh- 
ter and after that moved to Coronado, 
California; Imperial Beach, California 
and Phoenix, Arizona, where he took 
the picture which accompanies this 
story. He is moving soon to his former 
home town of Stamford, Connecticut. 

George Dobson, formerly of the Lin- 
coln Business Office and later area man- 
ager at Plattsmouth and York, was in 
Lincoln the latter part of June. He lives 
near Visalia, California where he owns 
a farm. Principal crops, he said, are 
grapes, walnuts and alfalfa all of which 
are irrigated from deep wells. Alfalfa 
is cut six times a year. Believe it or not, 
the old boy didn’t crack a single pun 
while he was here. 

Two other former members of the 
Lincoln Business Office who still are in 
the telephone business stopped by. R. A. 
“Dick” Devereaux is at present located 
at Omaha with the Northwestern Bell 
but effective August 1 he will receive 
a nice promotion and move to Grand 
Island as the Company’s district man- 
ager. Harold Caster is living in Wash- 
ington, D. C., where he is with the 
commercial department of the Chesa- 
peake and Potomac Telephone Com- 
pany. 


Since Andy Holt’s retirement he has time 
to get in lots of travel with some hunting and 
fishing along with it. This scene is at Phoe- 
nix, Arizona, with Andy displaying a musk 
hog which the hunters brought in. 


Earl Rosker Retires 
HEN the name of Earl A. Rosker 


was transferred to the pension pay- 
roll last month the active telephone 
career of this well known pioneer was 
brought officially <o 
a close. Because of 
illness, he has been 
off the job now for 
the past year. 


It was in the long, 
long ago that Mr. 
Rosker got his first 
job, as a boy of 16, 
with the Bell or- 
ganization at West 
Point, Nebraska. 
The year was 1901. He was sent to 
Omaha where he was trained in 
switchboard installation work and a 
few months later, with the rank of 
Common Battery Switchboard Installer, 
he went into the state, being stationed 
at intervals at Grand Island, Norfolk 
and Fremont. He returned to Omaha 
in 1907 as PBX troubleman and later 
had a hand in installing the Harney, 
Webster and Douglas exchanges in 
that city. 

Mr. Rosker served a term as man- 
ager at Tekamah, and his home town 
of West Point before coming to our 
Company as wire chief at Wymore in 
July, 1916, a position he held for the 
following 18 years. In June, 1934, Earl 
was transferred to Lincoln as testboard- 


Earl Rosker 


man, and has continued as a member . 


of the Lincoln plant department from 
that time. 

His service record, dating back to 
October 1, 1901, ranks second in length 
among all employees of the Company. 

Mr. Rosker is a member of the 
Frank H. Woods Chapter of the Inde- 
pendent Telephone Pioneer Association 
and is also affiliated with the Casper E. 
Yost Chapter, Telephone Pioneers of 
America. The News reflects the sin- 
cere wish of his many telephone 
friends for an early recovery of health 
and a long and happy span of leisure 
years ahead. 


—— 


Telephones On the Way Out 


Forty years ago the Lincoln Star 
carried this news item. 
Dr. Lee DeForest, of New York, 


claims to have solved the problem of 
wireless telephony, and says that as 


soon as he has perfected his apparatus, 
now almost completed, he will be able 
to talk by wireless from New York io 
Paris. He calls it the radio telephone. 


Nothing more revolutionary or sen- 
sational could be announced, and yet 
it will be no surprise, for the thousands 
who have their means invested in the 
existing telephone systems have been 
living in apprehension for some time 
through the general fear that the day 
of the wireless telephone is at hand. 
When it comes it will put out of com- 
mission property worth untold millions 
now invested in wire and pole lines, 
and the accompanying attachments and 
apparatus. 

It is the outspoken conviction of 
capitalists everywhere that to invest 
money in existing telephone systems 
at this day would be taking a risk 
that would be somewhat foolhardy. One 
prominent telephone man, who has 
large interests at stake, recently declared 
that if he were worth a hundred mil- 
lion he would not put a dollar of it 
into existing telephone equipment, for 
he felt that the day of the wireless 
telephone is near, to render existing 
systems valueless. 


BLESSED 2 
Ai iY 
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Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Slote are the 
proud parents of a baby girl, born June 6. 
Ray is a member of the Construction De- 
partment and Mrs. Slote is the former Delores 
Glover, who formerly was employed in the 
Lincoln Traffic Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Francis Smith aow have 
a new addition to their family. A baby girl 
was born on June 25. Francis is a member 
of the Construction Department and Mrs. 
Smith, the former Eunice Carlson was pre- 
viously employed in the Lincoln Accounting 
Department. 


Susan Irene Henson, new daughter of 
Paul and Betty Henson, made her appearance 
on June 18. Paul is employed in the Engin- 
eering Department and Betty was a former 
service representative in the Lincoln Business 
Office. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Green are the proud 
parents of a baby boy, James Dale II, born 
June 19. Mr. Green is a member of the 
Lincoln Service Department. 

A bouncing baby boy was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Wayne Berklund on June 20 in 
Fremont. The young man has been named 
David Allen. Mr. Berkland is employed 


in the Lincoln switchroom. 
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Harry Smith Dies Suddenly 
ARRY F. SMITH, 53, motor vehicle 
supervisor, Lincoln, died suddenly at 

his home in the early evening of June 
28, terminating a span of nearly 33 years 
as an employee of 
the Company. A 
cerebral hemor- 
rhage was pro- 
nounced as the 
cause of death. He 
had spent the day at 
work at his desk and 
apparently had no 
forewarning of the 
impending stroke. 

Mr. Smith’s serv- 
ice record dates back to November, 
1916, when he was employed as a truck 
driver in the Eastern District. He en- 
listed a few days after the declaration 
of World War I as an infantryman, but 
served in France as a member of the 
Army Transport Corps. Returning to 
the Company at War’s end, he con- 
tinued with the construction forces until 
December, 1925, when he entered the 
motor department as night garageman. 
He became mechanic in 1928, assistant 
supervisor in 1935, and was appointed 
to head the department as motor vehicle 
supervisor in September, 1939. 

Harry had been in frail health for 
several years as a result of a number of 
organic disturbances. During the period 
from September, 1947 to April, 1948, 
he was confined to his bed in an effort 
to regain his strength and health. The 
true state of his condition was concealed 
beneath a friendly, affable and accom- 
modating personality, so his death came 
as a great shock to his wide circle of 
friends. He was a charter member of 
the Frank H. Woods Independent Tele- 
phone Pioneer Chapter. 

Fellow employees acted as pall bear- 
ers and composed a male quartet which 
sang several numbers at the services. 

| bearers were Walter Knudson. 

Clyde Whittington, Ernest Royce, Rus- 

sell Rauch, Rolland Winders and 

Frank Blockwitz. Members of the quar- 

tet were Chauncey Eggerss, bass; Roger 

Ghormley, baritone; Richard Grant, 


second tenor; and Herman Studier. 
first tenor. 


Harry F. Smith 


Mr. Smith is survived by his wife 
Grace; a son, Charles, who was on sub- 
marine duty in the Pacific at the time 
of his passing; one brother and three 
ister 


N 
,) 


ig 


a SNA ih il NIU SOIT SES 


PAAR Anse nob 5 5s: 
minaret ake SONS I SABA 


Company Requests Rate Increases for All Exchanges 


| Oe operating costs have re- 

duced the earnings of the Company 
to the point where they are insufficient 
to meet the needs for good telephone 
service. 


This sums up the Company’s reasons 
for filing a request on June 11 with 
the Nebraska State Railway Commis- 
sion to review its situation and to au- 
thorize rate adjustments in all of its 
exchanges. The Company estimates 
that the proposed rates would produce 
about 10% additional revenue. 

Principally, the application proposes 
the increase of main station service 
rates in all of the Company’s 122 ex- 
changes. The monthly guarantee for 
semi-public service would be increased 
and small increases are requested for 
intrastate long distance rates (calls 
within Nebraska). No general changes 
in rates for supplemental services are 
proposed and service charges would not 
be affected. Because of station growth, 
10 exchanges would be reclassified to 
the next higher rate group. 

The application shows that principal 
factors which have made this request 
necessary are increased costs of labor, 
material and equipment coupled with 
huge new plant investments needed to 
meet service requirements. Since 
April, 1947, the Company’s investment 
in plant and equipment has increased 
$3,700,000 or 22%. This is more than 
the investment added during the pre- 
ceding 20 year period. 

Since November, 1947, when present 
telephone rates became effective the 
Company's payroll has increased 10.3%. 
This is largely the result of increases 
in basic wage levels, the so-called 
“third round” of wage increases, which 
became effective with the Wage Agree- 
ment of November 1, 1948. The Com- 
pany payroll is now $3,617,244 per 
year, three times as much as in 1940. 

The cost of most materials and sup- 
plies used by the Company is much 
more than in 1940. Costs have risen 
sharply also since 1947. For example, 
the cost of iron wire has risen 96% 
since 1940 and 15.9% since 1947; 25 
pair cable has gone up 171% since 1940 
and 20% since 1947; the average cost 


of a mile of two-wire rural line in place 
has gone up 120% since 1940 and 
13.6% since 1947. 


We've heard opinions expressed to 
the effect that now is not a good time 
to file for rate increases because prices 
of many things have passed their peak 
and are starting down. The answer to 
that is that there is no such thing as 
a “good time” to ask for higher rates. 
The Company has always operated and 
is Operating now under the policy of 
“the best possible telephone service at 
the lowest possible cost consistent with 
financial security.” 


We are in a business which is unlike 
most other businesses with respect to 
price setting. We can’t change prices 
from day to day as costs mount in order 
to insure an adequate return as most 
businesses can. We can’t go to the 
Railway Commission and tell them that 
we think that our costs are going to 
increase next year and to please let us 
charge more for our service. We have 
to prove that our costs have increased 
and that the return on our investment 
is inadequate, based on the experience 
of a reasonable period of time. That is 
what the Company is attempting to do 
in its present application in which it is 
stated that the rate of return on its in- 
vestment is 3.6%, an inadequate 
amount. 

The Company has a three-fold obli- 
gation. It must furnish good service 
to its customers, provide good jobs 
and good wages for its employees and 
pay a reasonable return to the people 
whose savings are used to build new 
plant and meet service requirements. 
To do these things it must charge a 
fair price for its services in order to 
produce sufficient revenue. 

In the past 30 years the Company has 
asked for only two general rate adjust- 
ments, one in 1942 and the last in 1947. 
These two rate changes increased reve- 
nue on the average approximately 27%. 
The present proposal would add about 
10%, bringing total price increases since 
1919 to approximately 37%. Compare 
this with price increases of most every- 
thing else and it’s hard to get around 
the conclusion that telephone service is 
one of today’s biggest bargains. 


~-att 8 Ye 


New Dietitian’s Head 
NV RS. Marcia Watson, cafeteria ma- 

tron, Lincoln, received a significant 
honor as a reward for her interest ia 
the field of culinary art, an interest 
and activity which 
extends beyond the 
hours of her em: 
ployment. She has 
been elected to the 
presidency of the 
Lincoln Institution- 
al Directors and 
Dietitians’ Associe- 
tion, a group whose 
objects are to raise 
the standards, and 
improve conditions of dietary work and 
food service—and the exchange of 
ideas and information among those cf 
the trade. 

The roster of the association includes 
50 or more representatives from the 
food preparation centers of hotels, hos 
pitals, cafeterias, etc. The membership 
requirements are extremely rigid, whica 
may account for their good record of 
progress which has resulted from their 
continuing food study program. 


Mrs. Marcia Watson 


Beating the Housing Shortage 
By Florence Tatman 

ANDLORDS, Rent Control (wheth- 

er on or off), and apartment hunt 
ing will soon be past history for Joha 
Litzenberg, auto mechanic of the Supply 
Department. John is in the process of 
building his own home and by doing so 
expects to reduce the total cost of the 
dwelling by more than half. Most any 
time during off duty hours you may find 
him at 63rd and Holdrege busily en- 
gaged in pounding nails, sawing lumber, 
etc. So far the only hired labor has been 
the sewer ditch digging work whica 
was farmed out to a commercial digging 
unit because of the 14/4)’ depth require- 
ment. Plumbers tapped the main water 
line. However, the laborious ditch dig- 
ging task necessary to lay 465’ of water 
pipe was “hand made.” John had some 
efficient help by company co-workers 
on this, with the strong arms of E. 
Wedgwood, Welton Grant, and Ernie 
Royce. Ernie says he never dreamed 
that pushing a small water pipe through 
undisturbed ground could be so diff1 
cult. Needless to say, John is eagerly 
anticipating the day when he can 
move in. 


Pioneer Roster at 


All Time High 


Membership is at an all time high in 
the Frank H. Woods Chapter of the 
Independent Telephone Pioneer Asso- 
ciation. President O. L. Sturtevant, in 
his annual report to the Chapter, said 
that 22 new applications had been re- 
ceived during the year and these to- 
gether with a number of reinstatements 
had brought the roll to its present peak 
of 429. Mr. Sturtevant’s report gave 
high praise to the work of the member- 
ship committee and its chairman, A. 5. 
Keckler, to whom he said credit was 
due for the excellent showing. 

New members signed during the year 
were: 
Verna M. Alexander, Lincoln 
Ethyl M. Armstrong, Nebraska City 
Mathew J. Barr, Madison 
Mary I. Beaty, Wahoo 
Mary M. Bornemeier, Tecumseh 
Lois A. Brown, Hastings 
B. A. Bunting, Columbus 
Floyd M. Crewdson, Hastings 
George A. Fleck, Hastings 
Ruth E. Goslin, Lincoln 
Elsa Hornbeck, Murdock 
Vivian W. Kinghorn, Auburn 
L. P. Livingston, Lincoln 
Almyra M. Metcalf, Lincoln 
Pearl B. O’Hehir, Lincoln 
John J. Richards, Columbus 
Dan W. Smith, Pawnee City 
Hattie F. Staley, Lincoln 
Wilma Stolzenburg, Beatrice 
H. D. Thompson, Wisner 
Marcia V. Watson, Lincoln 
Paul R. Winscot, Lincoln. 


Golfers to Hold Annual 


Meet In September 
See September 11, has been set 


as the date for the annual tussle of 
the Lincoln Telephone Employees Golf 
Association with the scene of the fra- 
cas at Hillcrest Country Club at Lin- 
coln. 

This will be a medal tournament with 
competitors grouped into flights ac- 
cording to respectability of scores and 
prizes will be given to winners of the 
several flights. Other prizes for good 
and bad golf will be handed out also. 
The afternoon of golf will be followed 
by a dinner, awarding of prizes and 
the annual business meeting at which 
officers for 1950 will be selected. All 
male employees of the Company are 
eligible for competition and are wel- 
come to attend. A bulletin giving full 
details will be issued next month. 


Taxes Hike Living Costs 

UR Federal tax bill this year is five 

times the amount in the year before 
Pearl Harbor. Our current national in- 
come is slightly more than two times its 
total in the year before Pearl Harbor 
and our adult population has increased 
about one tenth. It may be of interest 
to note further that the cost of living, 
on a consumer price basis, exclusive of 
taxes, is less than two times its level in 
the year before Pearl Harbor. Thus we 
see how much of the increased cost of 
living is due to taxes.—Excerpt from a 
speech by Senator Harry F. Byrd of 
Virginia in the United States Senate, 
May, 1949. 


Sally Grant Is Honor Queen 


Sally Grant’s outstanding leader- 
ship ability and personality resulted 
in her recent election to the high 
office of Honor Queen of Bethel No. 
45, International Order of Jobs’ 
Daughters. Sally is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Welton F. Grant, Lin- 
coln. Welton is tool repairman in 
the Supply Department. Sally has 
other proud relatives in the tele- 
phone family. Max Walker and 
Richard Grant are uncles, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Claude Walker her grand- 
parents. 
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Wahoo Growth Shown 


in Survey 


HE growth of Wahoo during the 
past 10 years is reflected in a sur- 
vey published last month by the Wahoo 
Democrat. Population has increased 
from 2,648 to an estimated 3,500 and 
valuation of city property has gone up 
$840,000. Since 1939, a total of 121 new 
homes have been built and 103 addi- 
tional apartments have been made avail- 
able. Thirty-six new business houses 
or industries have been established. 
During the ten year period the num- 
ber of telephones at Wahoo increased 
from 923 to 1,342, or 45%. The invest- 
ment in telephone plant serving the 
community increased 38% and the tele- 
phone payroll more than tripled. Wages 
paid to Wahoo employees now is run- 
ning over $5,300 per month as com- 
pared with $1,200 in 1939. The number 
of employees increased from 17 to 35. 


Benefit Claims Paid 

The following claims were paid by the 
Telephone Employees Mutual Benefit 
Association during the month of June: 

Primary members: Peggy Bexten, Hastings 
Traffic, $55.00: Linda L. Kraus, Lincoln 
Traffic, $102.05; Lydia Kriegshauser, Seward 
Traffic, $30.00; G. A. Wasson, Lincoln Con- 
struction, $10.00; A. B. Smith, Lincoln Serv- 
ice, $9.50; Blanche Logan, Lincoln Traffic, 
$159.50; Ruth Flachman, Denton Traffic, 
$183.50; Myrtle McNeal, Lincoln Traffic, 
$66.80; Clara VanMatre, Ashland Traffic, 
$244.50; E. J. Schemmerhorn, Fairbury 
Plant, $95.50; Aletha Schulling, Raymond 
Traffic, $209.50; E. H. Wellman, Hebron 
Plant, $9.50: Helen Gill, Lincoln Service, 
$5.00; O. B. Dill, David City Plant, $10.00: 
Oakel Butler, Auburn Traffic, $76.00: Arta 
Sexton, Lincoln Traffic, $32.50, 

Dependents: Thomas Connors, Lincoln. 
$3.75; Mrs. T. H. Roller, Lincoln, $23.63: 
Mrs. George Placek, Nebraska City, $179.63: 
Mrs. H. M. Studier, Lincoln, $194.25: Bar- 


bara Spady, Hastings, $148.88: Mrs. E. L. 
Dorland, Wahoo, $33.75. 


Nebraska Per-Farm Income 


70.9% Above Nat’! Average 
JEBRASKA, one of the great agri- 
cultural states of the nation, is ex- 
periencing an all-time level of pros- 
perity, according to a Nebraska Farmer 
newsletter. The income per farm last 
year was over $9,500—which was 
70.9% above the average for the na- 
tion. This year looks good, too, with 


excellent crops in prospect. 


Meet a Director 


T is in the reverse order of things to 
introduce our “Director of the 
Month” this issue through the pages 
of the Lincoln Telephone News, for 
it was under his direct guidance that 
the News itself was introduced in Janu- 
ary, 1915. Leonard E. Hurtz served 
as General Manager of our Company 
from 1906 to 1921, and has been a 
member of the Board of Directors since 
that time. He also acted as Vice Presi- 
dent from 1921 to 1923. As operating 
head of the organization during its for- 
mative years, the influence of his direc- 
tives and policies is still much in evi- 
dence today. 

Born in Scandia, Kansas, the son of 
Theodore and Margaret (Collins) 
Hurtz, he received his B.Sc. degree 
from the University of Nebraska in 
1903. The honorary degree of Doctor 
of Laws (LLD) was conferred on him 
in 1947 by Grinnell College, Grinnell, 
Iowa. He was employed by the Lincoln 
Gas and Electric Light Company while 
attending the University and for two 
years after graduation. He became 
superintendent of the Municipal electric 
light plant in 1905, and in August, the 
following year, was selected to succeed 
F. E. Ebersole as General Manager of 
the Lincoln Telephone Company. 

During the fifteen years Mr. Hurtz 
held this position the Company en- 
joyed its greatest period of expansion, 
largely through the purchase of the 
Bell interests in the 22 counties com- 
posing our present territory. He re- 
signed in 1921 to become Secretary of 
the Fairmont Creamery—now known 
as Fairmont Foods Company, and 
ascended to his present post as Presi- 


dent of that organization in 1940. He 
is currently a director for the Fairmont 
Foods Company, Omaha _ National 
Bank, and Chicago & Northwestern 
Railway, as well as our own Company. 

Mr. Hurtz holds memberships in nu- 
merous civic and fraternal organiza- 
tions. He is Past President of the 
Omaha Manufacturers Association, As- 
sociated Industries of Nebraska and 
International Association of Ice Cream 
Manufacturers, and has served with 
distinction on the boards and commit- 
tees of many other national organiza- 
tions. His coronation as King Ak-Sar- 
Ben LIII in October, 1947, came as a 
fitting tribute to an outstanding civic 
and business career. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hurtz make their home 
in Omaha. Their grown family con- 
sists of one son, two daughters and 
one granddaughter. 


Theresa Carter, Lincoln Traffic Depart- 
ment, and Henry Peters were married April 
9 at the home of Rev. Heineike at Seward. 
Mrs. Peters is continuing her work. 

Ruth Ewin, Hastings Traffic Department, 
became the bride of Lee Forslund in a cere- 
mony performed in Minden on May 21. The 
couple will reside in Minden and Mrs. Fors- 
lund has resigned her position. 

The marriage of Louise Weltha, operator 
at Lincoln, and R. R. Snook took place May 
27 at the Wilber Methodist Church. Mrs. 
Snook is continuing her work. 

Arline Johnson, Hastings operator, and 
George Wright were united in marriage on 
May 28 at the Zion Lutheran Church in Hast- 
ings. Mrs. Wright will continue her work. 

An event of June 3 was the marriage of 
Pauline Ziegler, Hastings Traffic Depart- 
ment, and Bernard Stransky. The ceremony 
took place at the St. Michael’s Church in 
Hastings. Mrs..Stransky will continue her 
work. 

Maxine Chambers, Cashier at Superior, be- 
came the bride of H. M. Stansberry on June 
4. Mrs. Stansberry has resigned her position 
and the couple will reside in Salina, Kansas. 

The marriage of Eldora Olson of Lincoln 
and Gerald E. Carter, Lincoln Supply De- 
partment warehouseman, took place on June 
4 at Vine Congregational Church in Lincoln. 

Donnie Overton of the Lincoln Traffic De- 
partment was married on June 16 at the 
First Baptist Church in Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
to Jack Burke. Mrs. Burke is continuing her 
work, 


Pat Leighty, Lincoln Traffic Department, 
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was married on June 25 to Jack Barrett. The 
ceremony took place at St. Mary’s Cathedral 
in Lincoln. Mrs. Barrett will continue her 
work. 

Patricia Peters, stenographer in the Supply 
Department at Lincoln, and Paul Igou of 
Lincoln were married on July 2. The wedding 
took place in the Rock Garden at Antelope 
Park. Mrs. Igou will continue her work. 


Ruth Zimmerman of the Beatrice Traffic 
Department and Ralph Diekmann were mar- 
ried June 12 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
in Beatrice. The couple will reside in Beatrice 
and Mrs. Diekmann will continue her work. 


Betty Kopf of the Nebraska City Traffic 
Department became the bride of Arthur 
Whited on June 14 at the Christian Church 
in Nebraska City. They plan to make their 
home near Syracuse. 

William Eckles, Jr., of the Tecumseh Plant 
Department and Alice Kerner of Tecumseh 
were married June 11 at St. Andrew’s Catho: 
lic Church in Tecumseh. 

The marriage of Donnabelle Budler, Hast- 
ings Desk Operator, and Harry Schumann 
was solemnized June 9 at St. Cecilia's 
Catholic Church in Hastings. The couple 
will reside in Hastings and Mrs. Schumann 
will continue her work. 


Marie Gifford of the Friend Traffic De- 
partment and Harold Frey of the Beatrice 
Plant Department were married on June 21 
at the Methodist parsonage at Papillion. Mr. 
and Mrs. Frey will make their home in 
Beatrice. 


Nancy Lou Yetter and Irving Schneider, 
Supply Department Warehouseman, were 
married June 10 at the bride’s home in 
Lincoln. 

Emma Lee King, cashier at Humboldt and 
Lammert DeJonge were married June 15 at 
the Christian Church in Humboldt. The 
DeJonge’s will live near Humboldt and Mrs. 
DeJonge will continue her work. 


Frances Lundeen, Hastings Traffic Depart- 
ment, and Melvin Gemar exchanged vows in a 
ceremony which took place Sunday evening, 
June 19, at the First Methodist Church in 
Hastings. Mrs. Gemar will continue her 
work. 


JOURNEY’sS END 


Mrs. Mary Ellen Payne, mother of Doro- 
try Dunse, Hebron Operator, passed away 
on June 10 in Hebron. Funeral services were 
held in Belvidere and burial was at Western. 


John Schere, father of Roma Schere, oper- 
ator at Cedar Bluffs, passed away after a 
short illness on June 11. Burial was on 
June 13. 


Mrs. Lizette Strasser, mother of F. M. 
Strasser, Supervisor of Supplies, died very 
suddenly on June 21 at her home in El Dor- 
ado, Kansas. Funeral services were held in 
El Dorado, and burial was at Potwin, Kansas. 

Mrs. Margaret Baum, mother of Vaughn 
Baum of the Lincoln Service Department, 
passed away June 17. Funeral services were 
held June 18 at the grave in Phillipsburg, 
Kansas. 
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The Front Cover 
d les typically Nebraskan scene on our 


front cover for this issue shows the 
Hastings-Grand Island toll lead as it 
crosses a fork of the Platte river be- 
tween those two cities. The clearance 
through the trees almost has a tunnel- 
like appearance and the picture illus- 
trates the problems of tree trimming 
encountered in the maintenance of many 
of our lines. 

The photograph was taken by John 
Reed with the assistance of George 
Barney of the general plant office and 
we thank them sincerely for making it 
available to the News. If you're like us 
it doesn’t take much looking at the 
trees and the river to generate thoughts 
of a shady spot along the bank with a 
fishing pole and a can of bait. 


Value of Service 


ID you ever try to prove the value 

of something by not using it—like 
telephone service, for instance? A radio 
commentator in the Southwest came up 
with the idea not long ago and the C. 
and P. Call published an article about 
st which we have reprinted. It’s simply 
this: try not using your telephone for 
a morning or afternoon. . 

“Tf you were going to call a friend,” 
the commentator suggests, “jump into 
the car instead, and go over to sce her. 
Of course she may not be home, but 
you can go back again. 

“If you need a doctor, don’t call 
around trying to locate him, just walk 
around until you find him. If you want 
Joe to bring home a loaf of bread, don’t 
ask him over the telephone, trot down 


to the store yourself and get it. And 
if the telephone rings—well just don’t 
answer it. 

‘After a few hours of this, see how 
much value there is in telephone service. 
That one afternoon’s convenience of 


-having everybody in town where you 


can talk to him in a matter of seconds, 
costs you only a few cents.” 

Well, of course, our radio friend really 
didn’t mean that you shouldn't use your 
telephone. But the idea does underline 
both the high value and the low cost 
of telephone service. 


Another $1,000,000 
of Bonds Sold 


TIXNHE recent sale of an _ additional 

$1,000,000 of the Company’s bonds, 
priced to yield the investor 2.95 per 
cent, brings the total of outstanding 


bonds of The Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company to $6,500,000. The 
final details of the transaction, which 
included the signing and delivery of the 
bonds, and—most important—the re- 
ceipt of the check in payment for them, 
was consummated at Chicago on May 
13 by H. W. Potter, Secretary- 
‘Treasurer. 

This additional issue of $1,000,000 of 
bonds is identical with the $5,500,000 
previously outstanding and is issued 
under the same indenture. The Com- 
pany’s bonds become due January 1, 
1976, and bear interest at the rate of 
23/, per cent per year. They constitute 
a first lien or mortgage on all the phy- 
sical properties of the Company. Recog- 
nized as a prime security in financial 
circles, the bonds are held in the port- 
folios of insurance companies and as 
investments of trust funds. 


Traffic Employees Honor Nellie Mae Hunt 


Twenty-four members of the Lin- 
coln traffic department assembled 
at the Colonial Cup Party House on 
June 21 in honor of Nellie Mae 
Hunt, whose retirement on July 1 
closed a quarter of a century serv- 
ice record at the switchboards of 
Harvard and Lincoln. Laverne 
Braun and Ruth Goslin were in 
charge of the arrangements. Geor- 
gia Smith, representing the Pioneer 
Chapter, presented Miss Hunt with 
a certificate of Life Membership in 
that organization, and Melba Rich- 
ards acted for the Company in pre- 
senting her with a 25-year service 
pin. A pin and ear ring set was a 


Nellie Mae Hunt 


gift from the group. Twenty years 
of Miss Hunt’s telephone career was 
spent as night operator at Harvard. 
She transferred to a like position 
at Lincoln in 1944. 


The guest of honor, N. Mae Hunt, is seated at the head of the table in the center of the 
picture. At her left and right are Melba Richards, chief operator, and Georgia Smith, senior 
assistant chief operator who later presented her with her 25 year service emblem and a 
certificate of life membership in the Pioneer association. Miss Hunt also received a beautiful 
gift from her friends at the party. 
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Luetta Braun 
Cashier 
Superior 


Commercial 


Luetta Braun, clerk to cashier, Superior. 

D. Michael, clerk to stenographer, Lincoln. 

Joan Moorberg, stenographer, Lincoln com- 
mercial, to junior secretary, general com'l. 

Marianne Sole, evening chief operator, Nel- 
son, Traffic, to clerk, Superior. 


Plant 


R. E. Chamberlain, warehouseman, supply, 
to tester, service, Lincoln. 

K. L. Christensen, janitor to switchman, serv- 
ice, Lincoln. 

Charles E. Connors, warehouseman, supply, 
to switchman, service, Lincoln. 

P. J. Eisenbarth, warehouseman, supply, to 
tester, service, Lincoln. 


Jeanne Hueppelsheuser 
Senior Secretary 
Lincoln 


Dona Olson 

Junior Secretary 

Lincoln 

L. C. Jenkins, switchman to tester, service, 
Lincoln. 

Leona I. Lehman, stenographer, general 
plant, to stenographer, construction. 

Don D. Smith, lineman, construction, to 
lineman, service, Lincoln. 

James H. Tice, janitor, service, to ground- 
man, construction, Lincoln. 

Dale Weaver, lineman, construction, to line- 
man, service, Lincoln. 


Traffic 


Rowena Allen, A operator to A&L operator, 
Nebraska City. 

Jeanne L. Anderson, A operator to A&L 
operator, Wahoo. 

Shirley E. Appling, A operator to A€&L 
operator, Weeping Water. 


Monica M. Beringer, A operator to A&éL 
operator, David City. 

Barbara Besse, A operator to A&L operator, 
Lincoln. 

Frances Bordovsky, A operator to A&L ope 
ator, Wahoo. 

Darleen Carlson, A operator to A&L ope 
ator, Lincoln. 

Pauline Coe, appointed chief operator-cashie-, 
Douglas. 

Marguerite Cottingham, A operator to A&L 
operator, Nebraska City. 

Frances Erwin, A&L operator to NA&€&L 
operator, Fairbury. 

Marjorie Harrah, A operator to A&L oper: 
ator, Nebraska City. 

Leta Holscher, chief operator-cashier, Doug: 
las, to A operator, Auburn. 

Jeanne Hueppelsheuser, junior secretary to 
senior secretary, general traffic. 
Dorothy R. Nickels, A operator to A&L 
operator, Beatrice. 
Dona Olson, advanced clerk to junior secre: 
tary, general traffic. 

Bonnie Rhoads, A operator to A&L oper 
ator, Beatrice. 

Cleora Robbins, A operator to A&&’L oper 
ator, Nebraska City. 

Dora Thornburg, appointed chief operator- 
cashier, Western. 

Betty Walsh, NL operator to L operator, 
Lincoln. 

Alys E. White, desk operator to clerk, 
Beatrice. 

Donna J. Wilson, A operator to A&L oper 
ator, David City. 
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ervice Birthdays 
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George Miers 
Seward Friend 
25 Years 


Forty-Two Years 
G. B. Arnold, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Nine Years 
G. W. Griffith, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Seven Years 
R. M. Green, C. H. Palmquist, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Four Years 
Mae E. Meduna, Wahoo; H. G. Taedter, 
Hebron. 
Thirty-Three Years 
B. F. Ferguson, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 
Ann M. Keegan, Lincoln. 
Thirty Years 
George Miers, Seward. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
E. L. Dorland, Wahoo; Laura Sires, Lin- 
coln. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
T. C. Woods, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
G. A. Foster, Lincoln; Mary Meister, Hum- 
boldt. 
Twenty-Six Years 
Carl Ahl, Dorothy Miller, Lincoln; M. L. 
Hodge, Beatrice; Gladys Walker, Seward. 
Twenty-Five Years 
J. L. Alldritt, Friend. 
Twenty-Three Years 
C. A. Eggerss, W. T. Haas, Lincoln; H. E. 
Elmshaeuser, Beatrice. 
Twenty-Iwo Years 
Margaret A. Francis, Ella M. Hansen, 
Lincoln. 
Twenty-One Years 
P. J. Caldwell, Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 
G. E. Miller, Lincoln; Ethel Patrick, Fair- 
mont. 
Nineteen Years 
H. W. Armagost, David City. 
Eighteen Years 
Otto Buck, Hastings; A. M. Newens, 
Plattsmouth: R. O. Sherman, Lincoln. 


Fifteen Years 


V. H. Baum, Lincoln; G. L. Caley, Fair- 


bury. 


J. L. Alldritt 


G. E. Miller 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Fourteen Years 
Marie K. Jackson, Lincoln. 
Eight Years 
Eleanor L. Lane, Weeping Water. 
Seven Years 
Adeline Carlson, W. D. Quinn, P. G. Rade- 
baugh, Lincoln; Vilma Dolista, Bruno; Thra- 
silla M. Kubicek, Shelby; J. R. Shipp, Seward. 


Six Years 
Elizabeth F. Anthony, Wilber; Esther Bor- 
chers, W. E. Hayes, Gertrude Holmes, F. E. 
Smith, Lincoln; Charlotte V. Keller, Hastings; 
Violet I. R. Peterson, Nebraska City; Gladys 
A. Stiers, Geneva; Doris J. Vest, Nebraska 
City. 
Five Years 
L. G. Ellis, York; Betty A. Okrina, David 
City; Alice L. Sharpnack, Plattsmouth; Wal- 
dene M. Valentine, Hastings. 


Telephone Family Tree 


ee evolution of the telephone from 
the early days of the old crank 
“coffee grinder” up to today’s stream- 
lined, lightweight model, is depicted 
in a new museum at the New Jersey 
Bell Telephone Co.’s general offices in 
Newark, N. J., according to an article 
in Telephony. 


The first telephone was just a box 
with a button which, when pushed, 
caused a thumping sound on the other 
end as an attention-caller. These, of 
course, were used principally to cover 
very short distances. 

Following the “thumping box” the 
next advancement was the wall tele- 
phone, which was about three feet high 
and would consume about half of a 
modern one-room apartment. It was 
the first commercial telephone and 
carried its own magneto. An instrument 
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Ethel Patrick 
Fairmont 
20 Years 


of that type, about 1882, is the oldest 
piece of equipment the company owns. 

One of the first of the smaller desk 
stand type was cast of solid brass and 
weighed more than 10 pounds. It was 
not conducive to long-winded conversa- 
tions if one were forced to hold it. The 
desk set, as present-day subscribers 
know it, was introduced in 1915. 
Twelve years later the French tele- 
phone had its birth in this country. The 
present-day telephone is a streamlined 
version of the French one. Its great- 
est departure from the old type is the 
incorporation in the base of the bell 
and all the “works” which formerly 
were contained in a wall box. 

In addition to telephone instruments, 
switchboards, pay stations, plant equip- 
ment and linemen’s tools in use today 
and yesteryear are shown, A highlight 
is a telephone directory listing every 
subscriber in the states east of the Miss- 
issippi. Dated 1889, it is less than half 
the thickness of today’s Essex County, 
N. J., directory. 

There are also samples of cables, in- 
cluding a marine cable which was laid 
under the Kill van Kull in 1896 and 
removed in 1936 with a two-inch coat- 
ing of marine growth. Other cables 
displayed include the type in general 
use for home and commercial service 
with 2,121 pairs of wire, and the coaxial 
or video cables used for television. 

Three out of every five families in 
the United States have telephone serv- 
ice. In some states more than three: 
fourths of the homes have telephones. 


i 


Eastern District 


Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


The vacation spirit is in the air—every- 
one is talking about when and where it 
will be. Camilla Selzer just returned from 
two weeks in sunny California. ... Harvey 
Armagost of the Plant Department, is en- 
joying his two weeks here and there... . 
Mr. McKinzie, Mr. Young and Miss Met- 
calf were recent visitors at the office. ... 
The building is undergoing a face lifting 
by having the trimming gone over with 
a new coat of paint. 

Nebraska City Area 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 

Vacations are in full swing now. Betty 
Eaton and Ardel Freudenberg recently re- 
turned. Edna Komma and Jeannie 
Vest took their places. Jeannie was 
going to see the “wild west’ out Portland, 


Oregon way. ... Rowena Allen and Mar- 
guerite Cottingham completed toll training. 
Good luck, girls!!! ... We did real well this 


month, only Jacquie Boldra, Lois Seybert 
and Josephine Placek were on our sick list. 
Mrs. Placek had a little stay in our nice 
hospital, but she is home now. We hope 
to see her in about a month or two.... Ella 
Fisher spent a week-end in Topeka, Kans. 
... Rowena Allen traveled to Edgar to visit 
her parents. . . . Betty Balfour spent two 


. 
Pe 


days in Lincoln being near her sister during 
her operation. .. . Our visitors this month 
were Messrs. Piper, Darnold, Ager and Mc- 
Kinzie. Birthdays for the month in- 
clude Marjorie Harrah, Delores Hoffman, 
Betty Johnson and Betty Christiansen. 
Happy Birthday to you all!!... Mrs. Arm- 
strong spent Decoration Day vacation visit- 
ing relatives at Great Bend and Pawnee 
Rock, Kansas. Billy Lant has two 
daughters, Bertha Elliot and Virginia Arm- 
strong, visiting him from California. Other- 
wise, he is going on as usual. (That’s 
what he said to say!!) . Our frequent 
storms have caused much extra work for 
our Wire Chief and his Linemen. . . . Max 
Jenkins spent a week-end in Davenport, 
Iowa, visiting friends. All he could say 
about his trip was he didn’t like Iowa roads 
or Iowa drivers. Speaking of drivers, Max’s 
little daughter, Susan, had a little cocker 
spaniel. Visiting relatives in Lincoln, 
proved to be fatal for “Bozo.” A car hit 
the little fellow. But now, Max really has 
his hands full. Susan has not one, but two 
little rat-terriers to take the place of “Bozo.” 
... Donna Mae Lockhart of the Syracuse 
Traffic Department, is going to Omaha to 
visit friends on her vacation, June 27 to 
July 6... . Mr. Neujahr and family plan 
to spend the week of June 27 to July 3 at 
Minneapolis, Minn. . .. Mrs. Iona Pieper 
and her husband are spending their vaca- 
tion visiting friends and relatives. They 
had planned to go fishing, but it seems 
nature took a hand, and let it rain most of 
the time. ... Mr. Neujahr and family re- 
cently spent a week-end in Carlton. 
During the peak of Sunday morning’s rush, 
a subscriber wanted to talk to her husband 
in Panama City, Florida. After Mrs. Bock 
had received an “NF” report, the subscriber 
replied, “I know my husband doesn’t have 
a telephone, but he gets his mail ‘General 
Delivery’ and couldn’t we call him there?” 
The call wasn’t completed!!! 


Left: Putting in new cable has occupied 
much of the time for construction crews and 
it always means welcome news for customers 
whose orders for service may have been de- 
layed because of distribution shortages. This 
picture of Dale Weaver and Thomas Roller 
was taken by Foreman Ray Boling as his crew 
was spinning cable at 63rd and Adams in 
Lincoln, 


Right: There’s good fishing in Nebraska for 
good fishermen and for our money there 
aren't many anglers who can top H. L. 
“Shrimp” Whitney of Superior when it comes 
to fishing know-how. Proof of his ability is 
exhibited in this picture of two yellow catfish 
taken in the Republican River recently. They 
weighed 1014 and 201% pounds, respectively. 


~-a6f 14 


Wahoo Area 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 


A bang-up good time and picnic supper 
was enjoyed by the Wahoo and Ashland 
employees and their families on June 6. 
After an abundant supper of ham, beans, 
salads, etc., most of the folks were able to 
walk to the nearby roller skating rink and a 
“Bang-Up” time would be the only descrip- 
tion. ‘There were no serious casualties, but 
some bruises and limps were in evidence the 
next day. Homer Olsen knows now he is 
a better telephone man than a roller skater. 
. . . Joan Pospisil is our first vacationer. 
She is back on the farm enjoying a good 
rest and helping to do the chores necessary 
every day. ... Mrs. Fred Divis and hus- 
band, now of Stapleton, Nebr., visited the 
Wahoo office on June 20. Mrs. Divis will 
be remembered as our former chief operator 
at Steiner, but now retired. However, she 
couldn’t quite get out of the habit, and 
has taken over running the exchange at 
Stapleton. . . . Upon arriving to work one 
morning, Hazel Hagenbuck informed the 
chief operator she must be losing her sight, 
in fact, when she walked to work the walk 
and houses seemed to jiggle and weave all 
over. ‘Then when she sat down to the 
switchboard she was really convinced, as 
the jacks never seemed to be in the right 
place. Upon closer investigation, Hazel 
discovered that she had put on her Aunt’s 
glasses. ... Mrs. Dorland, wife of Manager 
Dorland, will be on a liquid diet for a short 
time. Reason, “tonsillectomy” June 25 at 
the Community Hospital. We hope this 
will cure all your ills, Mrs. Dorland. ... It 
never rains but what it pours, so the old 
saying goes, and Mrs. Daharsh, mother of 
our chief operator, will vouch for this. On 


June 7th she had a major operation at the 
hospital from which she seemed to be re- 
covering nicely, when she broke her upper 
arm. ‘Then to top all of this, she experi- 
enced a gall bladder attack and at this 
writing is improving. ... The birthdays of 
Jeanne Anderson, Emily Novak and Patricia 
Lilley were celebrated June 15 in our 
basement room. After playing penny bingo, 
the girls opened their gifts, then all went 
down to the Wigwam Cafe for a lunch. 
Incidentally, this was also a farewell party 
for Leona Lind who has tendered her resig- 
nation. Leona also received a lovely two- 
strand string of pearls with matching ear- 
rings. Leona’s plans are indefinite yet, 
but we rather feel she has the urge to try 
her wings in the city. 


General Offices and 


Central District 
Accounting Department 


Frances Clinton, Associate Editor 


We seem to be kept busy these days wish- 
ing a bon voyage to the many vacationers 
in the Accounting Department, and wel- 
coming home other sun-tanned travelers. 
California was the destination of Jean 
Walker, who visited Oregon and Washing- 
ton as well. ... Future barrister Dick Han- 
sen spent a week in Colorado absorbing a 
little cool climate for the hot Nebraska 
days to come. ... Still others journeyed 
south, including Arlene Yost, who spent 
her vacation in Oklahoma and Texas, and 
Geraldine Wart, who visited Missouri and 
Oklahoma. . .. Kansas visitors were Shirley 
and Dick Bauer, who spent a recent week. 
end in our neighboring state. . . . The east 
had its share of visitors too, with Lilly 
Malecek and Rose Carlson both traveling 
to Iowa, and that ace square-dancer, George 
Mann, spending Memorial Day week-end 
in Iowa. . . . Probably the youngest trav- 
eler was reported by Jean Jensen, whose 
brand new nephew came from Springfield, 
Ohio, to see her. . . . At-home vacationers 
were Joyce Grabowski whose home is Ord, 
Nebraska, and Ruby Hahn, who reports 
that the Dewitt cherries are doing nicely. 

. Alvina Miller has been busy getting 
settled in her new apartment, while Donna 
Flory has been week-ending at her home in 
Shickley. Ken Boshart spent a week 
of his vacation polishing up his cabin near 
South Bend. Sounds as though he plans 
to do a little fishing this summer. . 
Speaking of fishing, we understand that the 
aforementioned George Mann has invented 
the newest and most streamlined method. 
During a recent rain storm, George en- 
countered some extremely high water block- 
ing his homeward journey. Not to be 
stopped by a little moisture or a new car, 
George started through, minus oars, only 
to be stalled in the middle. Some time 
later a passing truck rescued the would-be 
sailor. Reliable sources contend that he is 
now thinking of installing pontoons. 


Lincoln Business Office Picnic 


The Lincoln business office held 
its annual get-together outing at 
Roberts Park, Lincoln, on the night 


of June 17. It was the first one of 
these affairs Bill Quinn has ever 
attended without breaking at least 
one leg. The meal featured fried 
chicken; the entertainment was 
highlighted by a crushing victory of 


Commercial Department 
Lincoln Business Office 
Myrtle Hiner, Associate Editor 


Vacations seem to be the chief diversion 
this month. Viola Fischer spent one 
week of her vacation in her ‘old home 
town,” Narks, Kansas. ... Alex Geist spent 
his vacation at home “fixin’”’ up the place. 
... Far away places had no allure for Waldo 
McDowell who spent his vacation at home 
just resting. . At the Lincoln Country 
Club we found Harry Gore spending his 
vacation practicing up on his golf. 
Chauncey Eggerss and family will be spend- 
ing one week in Denver, Colorado, to be 
near the mountains. ... At this time Lee 
Schlentz will be on his honeymoon touring 
in Colorado Springs, Los Angeles, San Fran- 
cisco and Lake Tahoe. ... Bill Quinn at- 
tended the Junior Chamber of Commerce 
convention in Colorado Springs, Colorado, 
as part of his vacation, all reports are that 
he had a grand time. ... On June 17 the 
office force hied themselves to Roberts 
Park for one of those famous picnics— 
fried chicken and all the trimmings. Thanks 
to the committee— Alice Fender, Ann 
Swisher, Gertrude Holmes, Audrey Alt- 
house and Helen Johnson, they did a swell 
job. Outside of a few bruises and sore 
muscles and few bites (from bugs, that is) 
everyone reported a good time. ... Phyllis 
Jones chose South Bend for her vacation 
of swimming and boating and also acquiring 
a suntan—speaking of suntan, Alice Fender 
has been trying to get a suntan for some 
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the Spahnle team over the hapless 
McDowell aggregation, and extra- 
curricular activities reached their 
climax with the dunking of Helen 
Johnsen and Ruth Younger into 
brimful tubs of ice water. The com- 
mittee in charge were: Audrey 
Aulthouse, Helen Johnsen, Alice 
Fender, Gertrude Holmes and Anne 
Swisher. 


time only to get a “gorgeous red.” After 
every week-end it seems we have a new 
crop of sunburns and suntans. . . jean 
Schulz will be spending July 4th at Johnson 
Lake fishing. 


General Office 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


A picnic was held on June 27 at Pioneers 
Park as a farewell to Willie Ruth Hamil- 
ton who left us recently. A gift was pre- 
sented her from the office. ... Mr. Hale 
flew to Atlantic City to attend a Kiwanis 
Convention in June. ... Mr. Waters took 
a week of his vacation to get settled in his 
new house. He says they got everything 
done, too. ... Also vacationing this month 
is Nora Mae Johnson who is spending her 
vacation not too unlike Mr. Waters. They 
are putting the finishing touches on their 
new house which they have built them- 
selves. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


Vacations got into full swing this month 
with George Wasson’s crew going the first 
two weeks in June and Eichenour’s crew the 
last of June. We haven’t heard what these 
fellows did to keep out of mischief—but did 
learn that Allen Behm made a trip back 
east to visit his sister. Joy Dobbs took a 
week’s vacation and tried his luck at fishing 
in Minnesota. He hasn’t produced any pic- 
tures or evidence, as yet, as to his success. 
Think he’d better lay off vacations—he 


The boys in the Western District do get 
around. Elmer Moorhead of Geneva presents 
evidence of this as he is shown here at Shelby 
on a cable maintenance job. From the pic- 
ture one might think he is trying to saw off 
a leg or two but we’re sure he was just 
taking time out to grin at the cameraman. 


looked more worn out than after a week’s 
work. ... Herman Studier spent a week 
with some forty boy scouts, roughing it on 
an island in the Niobrara. From the sound 
of things we don’t know who had the most 
fun—Herman or the kids. We're sorry 
to relate that Kenneth Peters was the victim 
of an auto accident while on his way to 
work Monday morning the 13th. He suffers 
from a knee injury and his doctor tells us it 
will be some 3 or 4 weeks before he’ll be 
back on the job. We noticed an item 
in the paper where LeRoy Winscot’s auto- 
mobile was used for target practice for some 
smart-aleck kids. After looking at his car— 
don’t believe there is one whole window left 
in it. We can sympathize with Mr. 
Winscot. Oh yes, in reporting on vaca- 
tions we almost forgot to mention Bob Clif- 
ford’s. Guess you might not call it vacation 
but he did spend a couple of weeks at home 
—enjoying the mumps. 


Engineering Department 
Jean Marchand, Associate Editor 


One of our first vacationers is Bud Eden 
who spent a very impressive two weeks in 
San Francisco and Los Angeles. . . . Marie 
Jackson and her husband will spend two 
weeks roughing it in a cabin at Meeker 
Park, Colorado. Guyla Steele, new 
employee, is flashing a sparkler on the left 
hand. Best wishes, Guyla. Eugene 
Schrank is convalescing from too much 
hard work. He took his car apart and after 
four days of tinkering had worn out two 
pairs of pants and was stiff and bruised 
but his car is in A-1 condition. ... We hope 
Bob Wohlberg is recovering. Seems he has 
been smoking all of Paul Henson’s extra 
cigars. 

Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


We are getting a few reports of returned 
vacationers. M. H. Metcalf took his family 


to California for three weeks. He reports 
that they visited Salt Lake City, Los Ange- 
les, San Francisco, The Navy Yards, Fisher- 
men’s Wharf and many other spots of inter- 
est. The only thing to mar their good time 
was the chickenpox which caught up with 
their son Leigh on the trip out. ... Ray 
Baldwin took a week of his vacation and 
journeyed to Chicago to attend a Union 
meeting. He reports that the weather there 
was worse than Lincoln has been receiving 
lately, which is hard to believe. ... Bill 
Webster reports that the work at home piled 
up so since last year that he spent his vaca- 
tion getting all caught up again, until next 
year rolls around. Pep Saunders and 
family spent three weeks vacation in Florida, 
visiting Mrs. Saunders’ sister and nephew 
in Miami, and Harry Walker in Tallahasee. 
They traveled through twelve states, the 
principal points of interest being Lookout 
Mountain at Chattanooga, Tennessee; St. 
Augustine, Miami, Florida; and New Or- 
leans, Louisiana. They report they had a 
wonderful time. . .. John Fischer spent a 
week fishing in Wisconsin. . . . Glenn Obert 
vacationed in Denver, Colorado. ... Gene 
Strauss spent his vacation with his parents, 
who were here vacationing from Oregon. 

Others who have enjoyed vacations re- 
cently are: V. P. Spears, E. Wedgwood, 
Chris Lyberis, E. O. Wait, W. C. Stewart, 
E. L. Martin and C. F. Peachman. ... Our 
sympathy is extended to R. L. Clinton 
whose brother passed away in Denver, 
Colorado, June 24. 


Supply Department 
Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


We were exceedingly surprised and 
pleased recently when Chris and Lucille 
Keim stopped in to visit us, and most 
happy that later we happened to meet them 
up town when they had their children with 
them—a daughter of seven and a son age 


Just casting off on that well known sea 
are William Eckles, Jr., of Tecumseh Plant, 
and his bride, the former Alice Kerner, also 
of Tecumseh. They were married June 11 
at St. Andrews church there. 
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two. Chris was employed as an apprentice 
shopman in 1928, and later transferred to 
the Traffic Department. Mrs. Keim will 
be remembered as Lucille Parli who worked 
in the Supply Office. She and Chris were 
married during her employment here. They 
later moved to York where Chris was an 
instructor at the Coilege, and Lucille 
worked for a time in the L. T. & T. Com- 
mercial Department. Chris has gone a 
long way since then. He is now Dr. Keim, 
Superintendent of isotope development of 
the Carbide and Chemicals Corporation of 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee. Earlier this year 
during a speaking tour he was in Lincoln 
and lectured at Nebraska Wesleyan, and 
to the American Chemical Society at the 
University of Nebraska. ... The vacation 
trip that tops them all is Lester Ellis’ Navy 
Cruise—more or less forced upon him by 
Uncle Sam, but nevertheless most enjoy- 
able. As a Reservist he traveled by train 
to Seattle where he and over one hundred 
others set sail on the USS Samuel Moore. 
Enroute to Ketchikan, Alaska, they stopped 
for two days shore duty in British Colum- 
bia. After three days shore duty at Ketchi- 
kan they returned to Seattle direct, with 
firing practice at sea. Some trip, say we, 
even under the guiding hand of our Uncle! 
... Pat Peters’ vacation-honeymoon brought 
her back to work as Mrs. Paul Igou... 

John Litzenberg drove to Whitefish, Mon- 
tana, to visit Mrs. Litzenberg’s parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Harve Colvin, who will return to 


_ Lincoln with the Litzenbergs to make their 


future home here. ... W. T. Haas enjoyed 
a fishing trip to O’Neill, Nebraska. : 
H. M. Miller and B. F. Ferguson had some 
leisure at home. ...M. E. Royce visited in 
the Black Hills area, Rollie Winders fished 
at Duncan Lake near Columbus, and Dean 
Hobson loafed at home. .. . Ivan Olson did 
a little fishing but stayed pretty close at 
home in order to get caught up with the 
odd jobs. The Strassers spent the 
Fourth of July week-end viewing the im- 
mense wheat harvesting projects of south- 
west Kansas. ... Supply Department em- 
ployees were extremely saddened by the 
sudden death of our co-worker, Harry 
Smith. We will long remember Harry for 
his soft-spoken voice, and his friendly, 
cooperative attitude. 


Traffic Department 


Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


As we write we hear echoes of fire 
crackers be-telling the season. Also some 
of our force are talking of the harvest back 
home, a subject on which some of us are 
none too well informed. ... Hattie Staley 
has returned from her vacation, and is 
smilingly at the helm once more. For 
the benefit of her many inquiring friends, 
the sub-elevator operator, Jay McDowell, 
during her absence had a form of questions 
with answers hung in the elevator, running 
something like this, “No, Hattie isn’t back 
yet.” “There are ........ days of her vaca- 
tion left.” Etc. So when the barrage of 
questions started he silently pointed to the 


information on the wall, and went on with 
his work. Smart guy. . . . Vacations are 
the main interest around our department. 
Vera Wasson, Addelene Lorenson, Barbara 
Benson, Nellie Hunt, Helen Pierson, Gene- 
vieve Griffin, Juanita Schleif, Lillian Baker, 
Viola Clough, Carolyn Becker, Mable Volpp, 
Helen Sexton, Kennetha Waterman, Vir- 
ginia Hunt, Berdina Rau, Arlene Fitzpat- 
rick, Theresa Peters, Doris Kramer, Leona 
Sherwood and Maxine Pointer all returned 
from their vacations at home. Joy Holley 
spent hers in Illinois, Esther Borchers and 
Betty Kroeger in Missouri and the Ozarks, 
while Pearl Varga visited her boyfriend in 
Massachusetts. The operating soom 
was as still as it sometimes gets when biff- 
bang!! We wondered what had crashed 
through the building. When the first shock 
was over and we started looking around, it 
was learned Gladys Trumble had dropped 
one of the huge rate books at the desk. ... 
During one of our recent electric storms, 
the lights in the operating room went out. 
In trying to find the emergency lights 
above the boards, Ruth Furry stumbled 
around in the dark, while Blanche Logan 
hit one of the operators on the head with 
her elbow. When the lights came on a lone 
figure was seen in the middle of the oper- 
ating room with hands outstretched before 
her, trying to find the way. Ina Ozenbaugh 
will not forget that trying experience. ... 
Della Wilcox has joined the ranks of the 
tray carriers in the hall. She was seen 
carrying her tray full of dishes out the cafe- 
teria door and down the hall. . . . Business 
here has been heavy and the percentage 
of completed toll calls high. 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 


Jeanne Hueppelsheuser, Associate Editor 


We have made a miraculous discovery! 
Among our midst we have a cosmetician— 
none other than Rod Andrews!! Understand 
that he has given not one, but several “home 
permanents” and even brags that ne can 
whip through the “seven steps” required, in 
a matter of a few hours. We fully expect to 
see him arrive one morning with a head of 
curly locks. Better make your appointments 
now, gals. Mrs. Pearl O’Hehir is our 
vacation girl this month. Although we have 
not heard directly from her, we have learned 
that she is spending a part of her time in 
the Black Hills—Nice! Melba Rich- 
ards, Frances Harmon and Myra Metcalf 
spent a week end in Omaha and took in 
the races at Aksarben, or shall we say the 
races “took” them? However, they report a 
wonderful time. After a recent rain 
storm, our boss, Mr. Young, made the state- 
ment that he left his car windows open and 
the front seat upholstering got quite wet. 
He met the situation by riding to work on 
the Saturday Evening Post and said it 
wasn't bad at all. 


Southern District 
Wilma Stolzenburg, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Florence Fruehling, Correspondent 
AH! Vacation time is here again. Vivian 
Kinghorn is spending her vacation at home 
while Marjorie DeBuhr journeyed to St. 
Louis to visit her sister. A welcome 
mat is out to Leta Holscher, former Chief 
Operator at Douglas who has come to join 
the throng of operators at Auburn. At this 
time we are glad to report that Oakel Butler 
is recovering nicely from a recent opera- 
tion at Savanna, Missouri. 
Beatrice Area 


Shirley Baker, Correspondent 
A sure sign of summer—new short bobs, 


beautiful tans and vacations getting under 
way. Marcella Will went to Sunny Cali- 
fornia and Ruth Zimmerman Diekmann, our 
recent bride, honeymooned in Colorado. 
Edith Liedtke and Elsie Cooper failed to 
tell us how they spent their days of leisure. 
Phyllis Brockmeyer Theobald and husband 
spent the week end of June 4th visiting 
the John Brockmeyer home. ... Don 
Young of the Beatrice Plant is vacationing 
and when asked what he was going to do 
his reply was, “Just try and find me.” 
From Wymore we hear that Shirley Stoll is 
visiting friends in Shenandoah, Iowa. 
Helen Vrooman, formerly Helen Bomberger 
and Chief Operator at the Wymore exchange 
visited the office recently. 
Fairbury Area 
Leila Watts, Correspondent 

This must be the season for new cars be- 
cause the John Smalldons are sporting a new 
Ford and the Jim Robinsons decided on a 
new Pontiac. . . . Vacationers around this 
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area are Wauneta Child, who is visiting 
her daughter and family in David City, Flor- 
ence Beck is dividing her time between Fair- 
bury and Superior and Dorcas Slater vaca- 
tioned in Denver, Colorado and Lincoln. 
Floyd Nave and Glenn Vandervort of 
the Plant Department have _ returned, 
rested ??? from their vacations. Floyd vis- 
ited relatives in Cook and did a little fishing 
and Glenn went to Denver. 
Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 

The members of the Plant Department 
had a card party in Bill Eckles’ honor be- 
fore he was married. Since it was strictly a 
“stag affair,” the only information ventured 
is that Bill received a lot of “advice” from 
the Messrs. Keith, Halverstadt, and Guthrie. 
Henri Goracke attended graduation exer- 
cises for her sister at Atchison, Kansas, while 
Mary Kalin and Sarah Flower attended 
their sister’s graduation at Nebraska U. 
... Clara Costello’s sister, Mrs. Charles 
Bedertsher, and family of Glendale, Cali- 
fornia visited her a couple of weeks 
Mary. Kalin attended the wedding of Emma 
Lee King, the cashier at Humboldt. ... 
Vacations are a popular news item in Te- 
cumseh, too. Bill Eckles spent his vacation 
honeymooning in Canada. Virginia Lempka, 
Alice Johnson, and Lois Mahoney spent their 
leisure hours just loafing. 

Wilber Area 


Lavina McElroy and Hotilda Eurich, 
Correspondents 


Betty Anthony, Wilber, spent her two 
weeks vacation at home and in Lincoln. 
She now is confined to her home for a few 
days following the removal of a tumor on her 
foot. Hope to see you back soon, Betty. ... 
It seemed like old times when former man- 
ager Chris Haberman and wife of San Diego, 
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So he huffed and he puffed and it’s a wonder there was much left of those birthday 
cakes after that mighty blast that he came up with. Anyway it was an enjoyable occasion 
in the Lincoln main switchroom when the folks learned thai their boss, Chief Switchman 
Howard Smith, was having a birthday. It took a lot of under cover work and planning but 
the party was a complete surprise which of course assured its success. Standing, left to 
right, Ivan Paddack, Helen Gill, Alvin Dougherty, Dick Bauer, Ivan Hellerich, B, L. Herzog, 
R. W. Tejcka, Ken Christensen and Max Walker, district plant manager. Seated are Del 
Gilmore, Bob Stall, Ed Dulin and Jack Donley. We can count only 20 candles on the cakes 
and Howard admits that this may be one or two short. 
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Calif., visited. our offices in Friend and 
Dorchester last month. Visitors this 
month have been Chas. Meshier of Beatrice, 
George Brock of Wilber, L. P. Young of Lin- 


coln and Clyde Burge of Beatrice. . . . Jim 
Alldritt of the Friend Plant spent his vaca- 
tion visiting his son in Montana. ... A 


covered dish supper and kitchen shower was 
given in honor of Marie Gifford and Harold 
Frey who are now Mr. and Mrs. The occa- 
sion was also to welcome Mr. and Mrs. 
Wheatcraft who have moved to Friend 
from Fairbury. 


Western District 


Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 


Geneva-Hebron Area 


Velma Garland, and Verna Dankenbring, 
Correspondents 


Vacation time has finally caught up with 


Department is vacationing with her sister 
and family in Denver. Chief Operator Helen 
Adermann left Sunday, June 19, to spend 
a week’s vacation in the state of Wisconsin. 
Elmer Moorhead, Geneva Plant Depart- 
ment, and family spent the week of June 6 
in Fulton, Kentucky. ... All of the em- 
ployees enjoyed the beautiful flowers given 
by subscribers. ... Francis Steider returned 
to work after keeping company with the 
mumps for a couple of weeks and then 
taking her vacation which was spent with 
her family at Shickley. . .. Adiline Kripal 
and Dorothy Dunse, Hebron Traffic De- 
partment, received beautiful diamond rings 
which have taken an appropriate place on 
the left hand. Congratulations! ... The 
operators at the Hebron office received a 
card of thanks and a box of candy from 
the chairman of the Red Cross Chapter for 


Hastings Area 
Bette Hudson, Correspondent 

June has been proclaimed the month of 
brides and the Hastings chapter of the 
L. T. & T. Company has contributed its 
share. Prior to her recent marriage, Frances 
Gemar was honored at a bridal shower given 
by Betsy McCollum, and Donnabelle Shu- 
mann was entertained at a shower given by 
Betty Hemberger. . . . Our vacationers this 
month were certainly lucky, at least as far 
as the weather was concerned. Those sport- 
ing nice even tans are the envy of all. Best of 
all, though, is that of Mary Dickerson. We 
swear that she must have had that one arm 
hanging out of the window all the way down 
to Georgia, around to Washington, D. C., 
back around to Georgia, and then home. 
That would probably account for the de- 
cided difference in the coloring of her two 
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pect Park to the shelter house at Heartwell 
Lake. The baseball game previously planned, 
reluctantly was discarded in favor of inside 
games but the menu did not change for 
they still had fried chicken and plenty of it. 
Despite the weather all who attended had 
a very enjoyable evening. So here’s to the 
gals who aren’t afraid of a little rain, and 
the picnic committee, composed of Eileen 
Wallberg, Mildred Bebensee, Wanda Maske, 
Rae Ellen Grannis, Darlene Aulner, Lyla 
Klein, Jessie Van Trump and Chairman 
Aletha Bennett. 


Superior Area 
LuEtta Braun, Correspondent 


Florence Beck, Fairbury Traffic Depart- 
ment, visited our office one day this month. 
Mr. Boshart, Traveling Auditor, spent 

the first part of the month at our exchange. 
... The girls in the Traffic Department sur- 
prised Clarinda Lake the other day when 


IT'S 


At Capitol Beach In Lincoln 


Let’s not get absent minded, folks, 
and forget that important date 


AUGUST 13, 1949 
That's The Day of The 


EMPLOYEE'S FAMILY PICNIC 


PLAN NOW TO ATTEND AND BRING THE FAMILY 


us again and everyone is anxiously awaiting their fine service during the Belvidere 


they presented to her a beautiful wrist 
their turn. ... Phyllis Most of the Traffic tornado. 


watch for her birthday. You had a reason 
for wearing a big smile all day, didn’t you, 
Clarinda? ... Barbara Bagley, Ellen Ment- 
zer, and LaVella Mohler have started their 
toll training. Nyla Edgar returned 
from her vacation which she spent in Cali- 
fornia this year. . . . Beth Thompson left 
Monday night for Hampton, Virginia, to 
spend her vacation. She is visiting a cousin 


there. IT CAN BE DONE 


Sutton Area 
Norma Neiss, Correspondent 


J. H. Mankamyer, Plant Department, 
has been on a. two week vacation. 
Duane Grove spent the weekend of the 
18th and 19th in Chicago. ... Martha Hop- 
pens has been on her vacation. ... Anna 
Larson, Harvard Traffic Department, spent 


arms. We hope you enjoyed your vaca- 
tion. You should have, especially that mid- 
night cruise down the Potomac River. ... 
Mrs. Brenneman, night operator, spent her 
vacation at home in Harvard, trying to get 
used to sleeping nights for a while. We 
don’t imagine it took her long. . .. Jessie 
Van Trump, A & L operator, is at present 
still enjoying her vacation in Springfield, 
Ohio. ... Jerry Jurgensmeier is spending 
her vacation touring the Rocky Mountains 
and Colorado. Sounds like a wonderful 
time. . . . Johanna Schiefelbein spent her 
vacation with her folks in Roseland, Ne- 
braska. However she tells us that she did 
use a few of those days to go on a short 
trip to Wyoming. Phyllis Wolkens- 
dorfer reports that the weather in Kansas 
a a ee ee ee a ee ee ae ee a has been fine. Phyllis spent her vacation 
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House Moving Headache 


The premium on dwellings has 
been responsible, in recent months, 
for the heavy run of house-moving, 
and consequently, a large amount of 
extra-curricular activities on the part 
of the telephone company to provide installation of an extension pole and 
a passageway for the structure fixtures, lashed to the present toll 
either over or under its wires and pole. The wires and cable, when 
cables. This task often calls for tem- transferred to the extension pole will — 
porary construction methods quite then provide clearance for the build- 
beyond the imagination of the speci- ing when it reaches the scene. 


fication writers. One such case is 
shown in this picture, taken by Bud 
Eden at 14th and Lake Streets, Lin- 
coln. City Foreman Herman Studier, 
at extreme left, is supervising the 
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Sometimes you can break all the 
rules—and get away with it. 
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The Tower of Pisa, for instance, 


visiting her brother and family there... . 
Doris Bramble’s vacation was spent at home 
just relaxing. ... Anna Johnson is another 
one who hit out for home as soon as vaca- 


the weekend of the 26th at McCook. 


York-Osceola Area 
Helen Garner and Betty Beebe, Correspondents 


The Osceola area has two vacationers 


has successfully defied engineering 
rules and the law of gravity for 
Over 800 years. 


Line, Pa ote eee ge 
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this month: Margarite Ienn is enjoying her 
two weeks vacation in Minnesota, fishing 
and boating, while Hazel Johnson is spend- 
ing one week at home... . The Traffic 


tion time rolled around. Home, that is, 
Bonesteel, South Dakota. However Anna 
has other things on her mind at this time, 
they all center around that beautiful new 


But for most of us, most of the 
time, the rules hold. Especially in 
saving money. 
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finally gave that certain lad an encouraging 
answer. .. . Our new toll students this 
month are Mrs. Carolyn Sterner and Mar- 
ilyn Woods, who are being instructed by 
Lauretta Einspahr, and Shirley Kimball 
and Shirley Neilsen, who claim Olive Hess 
for their instructor. ... The telephone office 
picnic which had already been postponed 
twice because of rain went off smoothly de- 
spite threatening clouds which forced the 
picnickers to move their picnic from Pros- 
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ring on her left hand... . We wish to wel- i Department employees are enjoying the The first rule of successful saving 
come back Peggy Bexten who has been : newly decorated rest room. It looks very is regularity ... salting it away every 
absent from work for several weeks because 5 ie ... The York exchange is pa 2 payday. 
: . af ive. Weh ny new students! e ‘ 
of a nose operation. . . . Oh, yes, speaking 4 el Pay BO ey ae Occasionally you’ll find someone 
=e ,; of welcoming back, we’re glad to see Coleen x other morning Ada Shipp came ’ who breaks that rule and gets away 
: Ss pe is Kort, back from her California jaunt. Coleen - took her position, glanced about and when vst Bat f ae ‘eoul 
Ld ORR resigned her position and went to see Cali- a she didn’t recognize any of the girls, con- With Iv. Dut for mate ‘ us; A omy 
i se ae = By, } fornia, but now she is back and we hope 4 cluded that she was in the wrong office oe rnd to nae a ea nes egg 1s 
ARRAS Mie Tl aoe she will stay a while. ... We suppose every aS and started to leave. Then she saw the through regular, automatic saving. 
, NS a7 Yrs ; one knows by now why Lou Jensen took q familiar face of Bessie puns aie ae In all history there’s never been 
YG BR BOR Ay time off this month, but in case you haven’t . to stay. Now Ada is getting acq an easier way to save regularly than 
ae ?} heard, it is because Hubby Bill, is on leave x with all the new girls and she no longer has ‘ 
WE ay ; 4 F Rida eal the U. S. Savings Bond way. 
Se Ci I fp from the Army. We don’t blame her, do s that perplexed look on her face. a Wt 
; Lh ll ee you? ... The grapevine has it that Char- x: have to start anew when she eae from So start today to use the Payroll 
‘VG lotte Keller is apartment hunting. That . her vacation which she is spending on her Savings Plan where you work. 
could mean no other than one thing—she : farm. . . . Mrs. Pflughaupt has returned 


from the first week of her vacation and will 
soon be starting on her second week. Also 
James Hatfield, Plant Department, and 
family have pulled up stakes, temporarily, 
and are spending their vacation in Mis- 
souri. .. . Artis Bowen, our assistant C. O., 
was working so diligently on her schedules 
that she went to the board to help out and 
thus answered a light, “Schedule Please.” 
Oh how bewildered those subscribers must 
be sometimes ! 
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AUTOMATIC SAVING 
IS SURE SAVING— 
U. S. SAVINGS BONDS 


Contributed by this magazine in 
co-operation with the Magazine Pub- 
lishers of Americaasa public service. 
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| GOT IT NOW- 
You CAN START 
THE MUSIC / 


3 Hoy 
SSHhy 


is 


LEE SCHLENTZ WAS A HALF-HOUR LATE 
FOR HI9 WEDDING. JUST BEFORE THE TIME 
AE HAD FORGOTTEN THe eRe cup 
TO DASH HOME AFTER TNO AN? # 
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Fon GOLDENSTEIN CONSTRUCTION , WAS IN THE BACK 
YARD TALKING To A NEIGHBOR , WHEN HIS WIFE. 
CALLED HIM TO THE TELEPHONE... WITH HIS USUAL 

SPEED HE CAME RACING ACROSS THE YARD. .IT AS 

AT TWILIGHT AND HE DIDN'T SEE THE CLOTHES LINE ! 

THEY HAD To PRY THE WIRE OUT OF Tom’5 MOUTH — 

AND FOUND BICUSPIDS AND MOLARS SCATTERED FOR 

YARDS AROUND. 


THEY CAN TELL 
IT’S ME BY M¥ 


N 
HI5 NUMEROUS PROGENY 
BRING HOME FROM SCHOOL. 
HE RECENTLY CAME DOWN ; 
fe) 


WITH ANOTHER CASE OF 
MUMPS, AND HIS JOWLS , ATi 
WERE 50 SORE HE COULDNT =34, 
TOUCH ‘EM WITH A RAZOR = 
FOR TWO WEEKS. . FOLKS 

WHO SAWHIMINHIS FULL, = 
FLOWING BEARD THOUGHT HE 

LOOKED RZAL NICE. . - 
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CHARLIE PEACHMAN BROUGHT THE SWATTER 
DOWN ON A BUG SITTING ON THE WINDOW 
SILL OF THE TOLL TEST ROOM , AND BUSTED 
ONE OF JOHNNY FISCHER'S NEW CASTING 
FLIES TO SMITHEREENS « 
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NORMA JEAN RUTAN, BEATRICE COMMERCIAL ,HAS ALWAY: 
HELD To THE THEORY THAT DROPPING COINS IN A PARKING 
METER WAS A SIGN OF WEAKNESS AND A WASTE OF 
MONEY, FOR MONTHS SHE PARKED HER CAR IN 
METERED AREAS AND ESCAPED THE PENALTY BY # 
SERIES OF MIRACLCS .. THEN, IN ONE BAD WEEK, SHE 
WAS HAILED TWICE BEFORE THE JUDGE FOR THE SAME 
OFFENSE. THE EXPERIENCE CHANGED THE WAY OF 
LIFE FOR NORMA JEAN .. SHE NOW OBSERVES EVERY 
LETTER OF THE LAW. 
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FRANCES VIRGIL , ACCOUNTING, ATTENDED 
A WEDDING ON HER WAY HOME FROM A 
SHOPPING TOUR OF THE TOWN..HER ARMS 
WERE LADEN WITH PACKAGES - AND THE 
USHER THOUGHT THEY WERE GIFTS FoR THE 
HAPPY COUPLE .HE AND FRANCES HAD QUITE 
A TUSSLE OUT IN THE VESTIBULE AS HE TRIED 


TO RELIEVE HER OF HER PURCHASES... . 


2 

TRADER VIC MUSSELMAN, ENGINEERING HAS A PONY WHICH 
IS ENTIRELY USELESS, BEING 100 WEAK To CARRY ANY 
SORT OF WEIGHT ON ITS BACK. VIG THOUGHT IT COULD BE 
INDUCED TO DRAW A PONY CART AND HEARING OF ONE FOR 
GALE, HE DEALT FOR IT BY TELEPHONE. AS DESCRIBED IT 
WAS JUST WHAT HE WANTED, 50 HE BOUGHT IT.. WHEN HE 
GOT HIS FIRST LOOK AT IT HE BLEW HIS TOP. IT HAD BEE 
DESIGNED FOR # DRAFT HORSE - AND VIC’5 PON 
COULDN'T EVEN HOLD UP JHE SHAFTS, 


THE FAMILY CORNER: FEATURING THE HAZARDS OF WASH DAY !! 
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NO-NO FELLERS ! 
"M ONLY THE 
TELEPHONE MAN. 


} COMBINATIONMAN /BEATR/CE 
WAS FIXING A TELEPHONE IN # ROOM ATA LOCAL INSTITUTION AND WHEN 
HE WENT TO DEPART HE FOUND HIMSELF LOCKED IN. FRANK BEGAN 10 
SHOUT AND BEAT ON THE POOR, GETTING LOUDER AND LOUDER AS TINIE 
WENT BY. WHEN THE DOOR WAS FINALLY OPENED HE WAS CONFRONTED 
BY TWO ATTENDANTS - WHO HAD THE FIXED IDER THAT FRANK WAS # 
PATIENT: INTENT ON CAUSING THEM TROUBLE . — LELAND HODGE CAME 
ON THE SCENE AND EXPLAINED MATTERS - AND PROBABLY SPOILED 
A GOOD STORY, BECAUSE FRANK WAS SURE HE WAS ABOUT To BE- 
CLAMPED INTO A STRAIGHT JACKET. 


fLrES aaa 
DOWN IN THE A.B.GORMAN BASEMENT 1S | MUCH THE SAME SORT OF THING HAPPENED 
A GROUP OF THREE FAUCETS MARKED “HoT. | INTHE C.C.DONLEY HOUSEHOLD, EXCEPT 
"COLD“AND “SHOWER" MRS. GORMAN | THAT CECIL WAS AT-FAULT IN NOT TURNING 
WENT DOWN To DRAW A TUB OF WATER | THE KNOB BACK TO NORMAL AFTER HE 
FOR THE WEEKLY WASH, BUT TURNED | HAD TAKEN A SHOWER .THIS CAUSED 
THE KNOB MARKED “SHOWER BY SAD | MRS, DONLEY 10 GET ONE Too, WHEN 
MISTAKE ... OH, WELL , IT WAS 100 SHE WENT DOWN ON MONDAY MORNING 
HOT TO WASH CLOTHES ANYWAY. | 0 FILL HER WASH TUBS, 


| SEE SOME PROBABLY AN 
SMOKE ON INDIAN SMOKE 
THE HORIZON J cigar , WE'D 
4 BETTER GET 
OUT OF HERE 


WHEN BOB ROSS HEARD THAT THE BOSHARTS-KEN AND MARY-WERE 
BUNLDING Al CABIN AT SOLTH BEND, HE FIGURED THEY WOULD PROBABLY 
NEED SOME GOOD ADVICE -50 HE LOADED HI5 FAMILY INTHE CAR AND 
HEADED FOR SOUTH BEND.”NO NEED 10 TAKE A LUNCH“HE TOLD HIS WIFE, A5 
THEY COULD EAT WITHTHE BOSHARTS, ARRIVING AT THE CABIN SITE 
THEY FOUND THE GROUND UNBROKEN- AND NO SIGN OF LIFE WITHIN 
RANGE OF VISION. . IF BoB HAD CHECKED FURTHER HE WOULD Have 
DISCOVERED THAT THE BOSHART CABIN WAS, AT THAT TIME, STILL 

IN THE BLUEPRINT STAGE. 
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Dial Conversion 


and 


Open House 


Some Notes About Humboldt 


be ICO OCK nico ccteasichdae’ 9-1-17 
A ES Lami peraOn pce dk eset 4-1-23 
[ eS: er cee eee ee 11-1-30 
Co. Re Bald wiek eck tess 9-1-34 
gs alc: 5 eee ee 1-24-41 
Thad E. Newhouse ....................-- Q-1-42 
Be. Jo, PIOWSEGAY’ orci clectnecct Rakes 8-1-43 
Is Phe TBATIOTE case con od sreeoreiniode stuns 11-4-46 
Ivan C. Haith ..... ities Liigten cee eens ee 3-1-48 
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The Humboldt property was purchased by our Company in Septem- 
ber, 1917. Since that time nine managers have been stationed in Humboldt 
to handle the local affairs for the Company. The list of managers follows: 


4-1-23 
11-1-30 
9-1-34 
1-24-41] 
9-1-42 
7-15-43 
10-1-46 
3-1-48 


To Date 


At the present time Humboldt is serving over 700 telephones, an all 
time high, the 700th installation having been made in January of this year. 
Since 1940 there has been a net gain of 183 telephones, an increase of 35%. 
More long distance calls are being made too with the average number of 
calls running over 2,500 per month. This is about 130% more than in 1940. 


a6 2, ie 


ee telephone made the headlines at 


Humboldt twice within recent 
weeks, first with the conversion of the 
exchange from manual to dial opera- 
tion on July 7, then with an “Open 
House” a few weeks later, when the 
people of the community were invited 
to visit the new central office and be- 
come better acquainted with their new 
and modern telephone system. 

The conversion of the exchange 
brought to an end the era of the mat 
ual telephone in the town, dating back 
through 51 years. The original] organ- 
izers of the local telephone company in 
1898 were E. A. Tucker, O. A. Cooper 
F. H. Butterfield, F. W. Samuelson and 
A. H. Fellers. Their corporation, The 
Humboldt Telephone Company was 
later reorganized into the City Mutual 
Telephone Company which, in turn 
was purchased by Our Company 
September 1917. 

A new brick and tile building erected 
a half block north of the city 


City Square, 


in 


houses the new 480 line A. E. Go Type 
. * ~ C 

11 equipment. The installers of the 
a C 

CG. O. E. were Dave Guthrie. Ernest 


Barney and Dave Jennings, with Fran. 
cis Darnold working with the nn 
taries. An unusual feature at Humboldt 
is the trunking system which extends 
all alarms, service and information eails 
to Tecumseh during the hours Shek 
the Humboldt office js Unattended 
Long Distance calls are also handled be 


direct trunk to the Tecumseh toll hoard 


tribu- 


= 
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The Open House was held on August 


3, and a constant stream of visitors kept 
the building filled to capacity through- 
out the afternoon and evening. Ivan 
Haith, local manager, explained the 
operation of the new system to each 
group as they entered the building and 
demonstrated the course of a local call 
through a display unit designed for that 
purpose. Dan Smith, Sterling Nelson 
and Charles Meshier conducted the 
groups through the building, explain- 
ing the equipment in operation. Emma 
Lee DeJong, cashier, presented favors 
to each guest at the conclusion of their 
tour. Five hundred fifty adults were 
conducted through the building during 
the hours of the Open House. 


Three of the operating personnel at 
the old exchange have been transferred 
to other points. Mary Meister is now 
at Tecumseh, and Norma Lee Arnold 
and Leola Mae Germaine are in the 
Lincoln traffic department. Catharine 
Gillan, former chief operator and Rose 
Fankhauser have retired and will con- 
tinue their residence at Humboldt. 


The ladies at Humboldt line up for 
the cameraman as the day of the con- 
version draws near. Left to right, front 
row, Mrs. Orma J. Lang; Catharine Gil- 
lan, chief operator; Leola Mae Ger- 
maine; Rose Fankhauser, assistant chief 
operator; Norma Lee Arnold and Mary 
Meister; back row, Mrs. Emma Lee De- 
Jonge, cashier; Mrs. Effie Harbour and 
Mrs. Opal Glasgow. 
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The pictures in the layouts above were taken just before the cutover and 
during the public open house. Some of them were sent to us by Ivan Haith and 
Charles Meshier and their help is very much appreciated. 1. Mrs. Emma Lee 
DeJonge, cashier, in front of the new building. 2. The installation crew which 
changed telephones to new dial hand sets. Left to right, Claude Clary, Darroll 
Shafer, Carl Franzen of Pawnee City, Manager Ivan Haith, Phil Eckles of Tecum- 
seh, Ted Ray of Beatrice, George Damon of Auburn and Jack Little of Auburn. 
3. Two traveling chief operators, Irene Combs and Myra Metcalf. 4. Two cable 
men, Cliff Artz and his helper, D. E. Williams. 5. Representatives of the Lincoln 
Engineering Department, Roy Carlson and Ken Versaw. 6. Some of the men who 
had a big hand in the successful completion of the conversion. Left to right, Dave 
Jennings; George Keith, installation supervisor; Perry Caldwell; Sterling Nelson, 
area manager; Ivan Haith, manager, and Ted Ray, district clerk. 7. The attractive 
new telephone exchange building at Humboldt. 8. Charles Meshier, district wire 
chief, left, explains some of the new dial switches as they operate during the 
open house. 9. Manager Ivan Haith put the dial demonstration unit to good use 
as he explains the various steps in the completion of a local call. All visitors 
showed a lively interest in this demonstration. 10. Dan Smith, manager at Pawnee 
City, was on hand to help conduct groups of visitors through the new building. 
The main frame is the topic of discussion in this picture. 11. Sterling Nelson, area 
manager at Auburn, gives an explanation of the new equipment to an interested 


kd on eee yoar Siren and fa artley represented the General Commercial 
Jepariment at the open house. Mr. Waters is shown here assisting in the presenta- 
tion of favors to visitors. 


Letsure Days Ahead for These Ladies 


Catharine Gillan 
Humboldt 


Lula Kloepper 
Lincoln 


T IS “Ladies’ Page” in retirement 

circles as the Benefit Committee has 
announced its approval of service pen- 
sions to four employees of the gentle 
sex, Catharine Gillan and Rose Fank- 
hauser of Humboldt, Ruth Koukal of 
Plattsmouth, and Lula Kloepper of the 
treasurer's department, Lincoln. All are 
well known throughout the organiza- 
tion and their combined service record 
totals 116 years. As members of the 
Frank H. Woods Pioneer Chapter, each 
of the four will receive a life member- 
ship certificate in that association with 
the compliments of the Company. 

Catharine Gillan’s entrance into the 
telephone industry dates back to April, 
1910, when she was employed by the 
City Mutual Telephone Company of 
Humboldt. She had risen to the posi- 
tion of chief operator for the local com- 
pany by the time it was purchased and 
became part of our organization jn 
September, 1917. Miss Gillan contin- 
ued in this position as an employee of 
this company in an unbroken line of 
service until August 6, this year, when 
she was transferred to the pension pay- 
roll. Nearly forty years of caring for 
the’ wants of subscribers in one com- 
munity has won for Catharine a wide 
and staunch circle of friends at Hum- 
boldt, where she will continue to make 
her home. 


Rose Fankhauser began her employ-: 


ment as relief operator at Humboldt in 
July, 1920, but resigned in February 
of the next year for a sojourn in Ore- 
gon. In March, 1922, she was back on 
the payroll as A and L operator and in 
January, 1927, was promoted to the 


Ruth Koukal 
Plattsmouth 


Rose Fankhauser 
Humboldt 


position of assistant chief operator, 
Humboldt, and served in this capacity 
until the time of her retirement in 
July. Rose has had a life-time ambition 
to sail the Atlantic and travel through 
the countries of Europe, and upon her 
retirement “she lost no time in arrang- 
ing for the fruition of this dream. Sail- 
ing on July 10 for the Hook of Holland, 
she toured through The Netherlands, 
Belgium, Luxemburg, France and Switz- 
erland, with liberal pauses at Paris, Lu- 
zern and Interlaken, before returning to 
the United States in mid-August. She, 
too, plans to continue her residence at 
Humboldt. 

Ruth M. Koukal spent her entire 
telephone career at the Plattsmouth 
switchboard. She first joined the oper- 
ating ranks in March, 1913, accumulat- 
ing four years of service before resign- 
ing to take up household duties. She 
was at that time holding the position 
of assistant chief operator. In Novem- 
ber, 1929, she returned to employment 
as A operator, Plattsmouth, became line 
operator in March, 1930, and assistant 
chief operator in May, 1946. A few 
months later she was stricken with a 
serious illness and has been able to 
carry on her work only at short inter- 
vals since then. Her retirement, dated 
January 1, 1949, follows a year on the 
sickness disability payroll. Mrs. Koukal 
is making her home with her daughter 
in Omaha, and declares she is enjoy- 
ing life in the metropolis to its fullest 
extent. 

Lula Kloepper brought a 27-year 
service record to a close with her re- 
tirement on August 15. She came to 
the Company as stenographer in the 
construction department in March, 
1922, and through the years she has 
divided her service—in nine-year par- 
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cels—equally between the construction, 
general plant and treasurer’s offices. 
For the past five years she has held the 
position of personnel secretary, receiv- 
ing applications for employment and 
serving as Company librarian. Miss 
Kloepper has always been interested 
and active in employee activities and 
was prominently identified with Pio- 
neer work, serving as Chapter secretary 
in 1945, Fellowship chairman in 1948, 


and several terms at regular committee 


assignments. She is at present super- 
vising the building of a new cottage in 
the little town of Lorenzo, near Sidney 
in western Nebraska, which is to be 
her future home. 


The marriage of Frances Lundeen of the 
Hastings Traffic Department and Melvin 
Gemar took place in the First Methodist 
Church June 19. The couple will reside in 
Hastings and Mrs. Gemar will continue her 
work. 


Marilyn Woods, Hastings operator, and 
Charles Skarin were married on June 21 
at a ceremony performed at the home of 
the bride’s parents. Mrs. Skarin is con- 
tinuing her work. 


Dorothy Dunse, Hebron operator and Roy 
Waldmeier were united in marriage on June 
25 at the Lutheran Church in Hebron. Mrs. 
Waldmeier will continue her work. 


First Presbyterian Church in Gresham 
was the scene of the wedding on June 26 of 
Janet Walford, commercial clerk at York, and 
Jim Campbell. Mrs. Campbell will continue 
her work. 


Helen Greiner of the Seward Traffic De- 
partment became the bride of Shelton Nor- 
wood on June 26 at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in Seward. The couple will reside 
in Seward where Mrs. Norwood will con- 
tinue her work. 


The wedding of Charlotte V. Keller, Hast- 
ings operator, and Melvin Johnson of Bone- 
steel, S. D., took place on June 30 at the 
Zion Lutheran Church in Hastings. Mrs. 
Johnson is continuing her work. 


A. Vernell Johnson of the Hastings Traf.- 
fic Department became the bride of Chap- 
ell Redd in Colorado Springs, Colorado. on 
June 30. Mrs. Redd is continuing her Wark. 


Corrine Score, operator at Hastings and 
Edward DeBacker were united in marriage 
on July 12 at the St. Cecelia’s Catholic 
Church in Hastings. Mrs. DeBacker will 


continue her work. 


A July 30 event was the marriage of 
Darlene Simpson of the Beatrice Traffic 
Department and Irvin Mailahn of Liberty. 


Mary Troyer, Geneva Traffic Department, 
and Robert Erb of Shickley were married 
August 25 at the Salem Mennonite Church 
at Shickley. Mrs. Erb has resigned and the 
couple will reside in Shickley. 


The marriage of Artis Bowen, operator 
at York, and Donald Gee took place on 
August 10 at the Methodist Church in Waco. 
Mrs. Gee will continue her work. 


Jean Marchand of the Lincoln Engineer- 
ing Department became the bride of Dale 
Raitt of Ainsworth August 22 at Grace 
Lutheran Church in Lincoln. The couple 
will reside in Lincoln and Mrs. Raitt will 
continue her work. 


Phoebe Wipf, Weeping Water Traffic 
Department, became the bride of Donald 
Lorensen of Manley at a home wedding on 
July 21. Mrs. Lorensen will continue her 
work. 


Grace Methodist Church in Lincoln was 
the scene of the wedding on August 23 of 
Audrey Althouse of the Lincoln Business 
Office and Bill Janak of Surprise. Mrs. 
Janak has resigned her position and the 
couple will reside on a farm near Surprise. 


Edwin Brehm of the Lincoln Engineering 
Department and Wava Harris were married 
on July 17 at the Methodist Parsonage in 
Beatrice. The couple will reside in Lincoln. 


Jeanne Anderson, Waco Traffic Depart- 
ment, and Donald Swanson were united in 
marriage at a home ceremony on July 31. 
Mrs. Swanson has resigned her position and 
the couple will live on a farm near Wahoo. 


Eugene C. Schrank, Engineering Depart- 
ment, and Elinore Dalton were united in 
marriage on August 19 at the home of the 
groom's parents in Lincoln. The couple 
will reside in Lincoln. 


Elizabeth Turnbull, contract chief opera- 
tor at Ceresco, and Stanley Anderson were 
married on July 28. Mrs. Anderson will con- 
tinue her work and the couple will Jive on 
a farm near Ceresco. 


Donald Swanson of the Engineering De- 
partment and Mary Lee Johnson were united 
in marriage on August 14 at the Holy Trin- 
ity Episcopal Church in Lincoln. The couple 
will reside in Lincoln. 


The highest telephone service in the 
United States was established recently 
at Mount Evans, Colorado. The moun- 
tain is 14,260 feet above sea level. This 
radio-telephone was placed on Mount 
Evans for scientists from the Univer- 
sity of Denver and five other universi- 
ties conducting a cosmic ray research 


program at the top of the peak. 


Lincoln’s 40,000th Telephone 


| O doubt you have noticed and ad- 

mired the cover picture on this 
month’s News. The demure little lady 
is Marilyn Jane Carsten, five year old 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Cars- 
ten, 3001 South 44th Street, Lincoin. 
She is one of the four Carsten children, 
and a very important member of the 
family. The telephone Marilyn is using 
is an important one too, for it is the 
40,000th telephone of the Lincoln ex- 
change. It was installed at the Carsten 
home in early August by Paul Winscot, 
who is shown, in the picture above, 
completing the historic connection 
which is being witnessed by L. P. 
Schlentz, sales manager; M. C. Walker, 
district plant manager, and K. B. Cary, 
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district commercial manager for the 


Lincoln exchange. 

The graph below tells the story of 
Lincoln’s station development. It shows 
the rise in number of telephones to be 
quite rapid during the early days, when 
the telephone was proving itself to be 
a household necessity, leveling off as 
the saturation point approached, dip- 
ping slightly during the drought and de- 
pression, and finally beginning a slow, 
consistent climb, being climaxed by the 
sharp upsurge of the post-war years. It 
is interesting to note that it required 5 
years to reach the 10,000 mark; 14 more 
years to pass 20,000; another 21 years to 
arrive at 30,000—but only the last five 
years to gain the 40,000 mark. 
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40 Year Service Records 


Celebrated 


Vern Campbell 


Joy Dobbs 


A couple of young fellows were 
pretty proud of themselves on successive 
Monday mornings, back in August 
1909, for they began the week at new 
jobs, and were launched upon their 
careers as telephone men. Vern Camp- 
bell was first on the payroll. He was 
initiated into the telephone mysteries 
on August 9, 1909, as an employee of 
the York County telephone organiza- 
tion at York. Exactly one week later 
Joy Dobbs was waiting at the door of 
the Automatic telephone company at 
Lincoln, and was informed as to the 
duties of a general hand in the trouble 
department. The week still separates 
these two old-timers on the _ service 
record, as both have continued their 
careers down through the years with- 
out a break. To Joy goes the unique 
distinction of owning the longest “pure” 
L. T. & T. service span of all employees. 
His pedigree being untainted with a 
record of having worked for any other 


concern or telephone company during 
all these forty years. 


Vern remained with the York com- 
pany until its purchase by the Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph Company in 
August 1912. By this time he was listed 
as exchange manager at Gresham. He 
retained this position until November 
1913 when he went to David City as 
combinationman. I[n July 1916 he ap- 
peared in Lincoln as lineman for the 
district foreman, a job which was inter- 
rupted by World War TI. and his en- 
listment in a field signal battalion. Re- 
turning from overseas in June 1919, 
he resumed his work as sub-foreman 
at Lincoln, and in January 1920 he went 
back to David City as combinationman. 
He became commercial] manager of that 
exchange in July 1924, area commercial 
manager in February 1934 and area 


manager in September 1937. To cele- 
brate his 40th anniversary, the David 
City telephone group made Vern the 
honored individual at a picnic, and in- 
vited out-of-towners Ed Dorland, 
Wahoo, Thad Cone, Seward, and F. E. 
Behm, M. M. Hale, J. A. McKinzie and 
A. 8. Keckler, of Lincoln to be at the 
festivities. Mr. Hale made the presen- 
tation of the 40-year diamond service 
pin as one of the features of the gather- 
ing. 

Joy Dobbs’ record of service fills 
four filing cards from top to bottom. 
It would seem that he could also lay 
claim to having held a greater number 
of positions than any other employee. 
He rose in the old Lincoln service de- 
partment through the titles of installer, 


desk man, chief installer and acting wire 
chief, to wire chief on January 1, 1917. 
In 1918 he joined the construction ranks 
and became district foreman at Beatrice, 
and in May 1921, was made general in- 
stallation foreman. He worked on the 
general plant inventory as an enumer- 
ator in 1927, and was made construc- 
tion inspector in 1928. Mr. Dobbs re- 
ceived his 40-year pin at an informal 
surprise gathering in the Construction 
Superintendent’s office. The presenta- 
tion was made by F. E. Behm, general 
plant superintendent, who reviewed 
Joy’s long and varied telephone experi- 
ence. Also present were P. A. Schmelt- 
zer, H. Studier, G. O. Seaton, M. C. 
Walker, K. Eno, L. G. Saunders and 
R. R. Rauch. 


Pioneers Plan Year's Activities 


N August 9, a general meeting of 

the officers, directors and commit- 
tee chairmen of the Frank H. Woods 
Chapter was held in Lincoln to digest 
the plans for the current term and to 
assign duties and responsibilities to the 
various committees. T. E. Longdon, 
president, again stressed his notion that 
all Chapter members belong on the 
committee lists, and the task of the 
chairmen is to use them to the fullest 
extent, to direct their efforts and see 
that everyone enters into and enjoys 
the Chapter’s work. The membership 
and social angles were given a thorough 
discussion and it is along these lines 
that the Chapter proposes to expand 
its energies this year. 
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The General Pioneer Committee: Seated at 
the table are L. A. Stacy, secretary; T. E. 
Longdon, president; Dorothy Lefler, vice 
president, and Florence Tatman, treasurer. 
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The committee chairmen, all of 
whom were in attendance at the meet- 
ing are: Ernie Royce, Membership; 
Myrtle Hiner, Fellowship; Chauncey 
Eggerss, Social; Huldah Gessner, Wom- 
en's Activities; George Keith, Histort- 
cal; Joe Hartley, Publicity; M. W. 
Franklin, Ways and Means; Howard 
Spahnle, Resolutions; and Georgia 
Smith, National Correspondent. The 
three newly elected members of the 
Executive Committee, Kent Eno, A. S. 
Keckler and Melba Richards, were also 
present. George Barney will head the 
Nominating Committee which meets 
at the end of the term to select candi- 
dates for the next group of officers. 


Standing, Kent Eno, C. A. Eggerss, Huldah 
Gessner, Ernie Royce, Myrtle Hiner, George 
Keith, Georgia Smith, M. W. Franklin, Melba 
Richards and Arthur Keckler, 


Michael Scanlon Passes Away 


EATH came to Michael Scanlon, 

70, at an Omaha hospital on July 7. 
He had retired from active employment 
in March 1946 after 42 years spent in 
the telephone indus- | 
try in Nebraska. 
Services were held 
at Lincoln on July 
11, with the active 
pall bearers, War- 
ren Shuck, Harry 
Palmquist, Howard 
Smith, John Hob- 
son, Donald R. 
Smith and Olaf 
Nelson, being em- 
ployees who had 
worked closely beside him in the con- 
struction and Lincoln service depart- 
ments. Burial was at Lincoln Memorial 
Cemetery. 


At the time of his retirement, Mr. 
Scanlon held the distinction of being 
the only remaining member ot the 
original group of Lincoln Telephone 
Company employees. In fact, Mike be- 
gan working for the Company before 
any telephones were installed. His first 
job was with the construction crews, 
digging trenches and laying the under- 
ground system of conduits. He left 
che Lincoln Company in 1910 when he 
went to the Hamilton County telephone 
organization at Aurora. He worked for 
them as lineman and repairman for 14 
years before returning to our Company 
in 1924. 

From 1924 until 1942 he was with the 
construction department as lineman, 
and from 1942 until his retirement he 
worked as switchman in the Lincoln 
service department. Most of his serv- 
ice, in these years, was spent at the 
3°" office at 20th and Sumner strects. 
He held a life: membership certificate in 
the Frank H. Woods Chapter, Inde- 
pendent Telephone Pioneer Associa- 
tion. 

Mr. Scanlon made his home, in his 
last three years, with his daughter in 
Omaha. Two other daughters and one 
son survive him. Mrs. Scanlon passed 


away in 1936. 


Michael Scanlon 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 


fit Association during the months of 


July and August: 

Primary members: Jacob Schneider, Lin- 
coln Service, $35.00; Ricka Schenk, Fairbury 
Traffic, $272.75; H. G. White, Lincoln Serv- 
ice, $193.50; J. A. Schellenberg, Lincoln Con- 
struction, $7.00; Christine Ford, Vice Presi- 
dent's Office, Lincoln, $256.50; Georgia H. 
Tartsch, Plattsmouth Commercial, $194.50; 
Myrtle Smith, Carieton Traffic, $277.00; J. G. 
VanNordheim, Hastings Plant, $10.00; James 
L. Baxter, Jr., Lincoln Construction, $169.00; 
George H. Ramsey, Lincoln Service, $55.35; 
Arta Sexton, Lincoln Traffic, $159.50; Francis 
Strauss, Lincoln Service, $51.50; Myrtle Mc- 
Neal, Lincoln Traffic, $74.00; V. H. Baum, 
Lincoln Service, $15.00; Jo Ann Norvell, Au- 
burn Traffic, $10.00; W. T. Nyden, Lincoln 
Service, $9.70. 

Dependents: Bonnie Stansbury, Beatrice, 
$280.18; Mrs. F. E. Behm, Lincoln, $10.13; 
Louise Eden, Lincoln, $2.25; Lynn Eden, Lin- 
coln. $3.75; Steve Knee, Lincoln, $43.50; Roger 
Vosika, Wilber, $41.02; Mrs. M. C. Hulbert, 
Lincoln, $145.13; Wayne Flowerday, Hastings, 
$9.75; Mrs. J. J. Eisenbarth, Lincoln, $50.25; 
RoJean Fritz, Lincoln, $19.13; Joan Placek, 
Nebraska City, $119.62; Mrs. W. C, Lant, Ne- 
braska City, $29.25: Mrs. J. H. Hartley, Lin- 
coln, $139.13; Michael C. McClure, Hastings, 
$81.00; Mrs. J. H. Loudenback, Lincoln, 
$14.89; Deanna K. Brown, Beatrice, $39.00; 
Janet Jenkins, Lincoln, $125.25; Jerry D. 
Smith, Lincoln, $19.13. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mr. Andrew Beltz, father of Marie Hall 
of the Treasurer's Office, Lincoln, passed 
away June 30. Funeral services were held 
July 5 at St. John’s Evangelical and Reformed 
Church in Lincoln. 


Mrs. Nettie Scovell, mother of Elaine 


Hawkins of the Lincoin Traffic Department 
passed away July 7 in Gresham. Funeral 
services were held at the Presbyterian Church 
in Gresham on July 10. 


Mrs. Anna Schmidt, mother of Louise 
Schmidt, assistant chief operator at Beatrice, 
died July 14. Funeral services were held at 
the Lutheran Church at Beatrice on July 17. 


Mr. Joseph Meyer, father of Dorothy 
Meyer Waters of the Nebraska City Traffic 
Department, passed away July 13. Funeral 
services were held at the Catholic Church in 
Nebraska City on July 15. 


Mrs. Katherine McCracken, mother of 
Mrs. Lena Conrad of the David City Traffic 
Department, passed away July 14. Funeral 
services were held at the Christian Church 
in David City on July 17. 


Mrs. Susanna Portsche, mother of Marie 
Portsche of the Lincoln Traffic Department, 
passed away July 16. Funeral services were 
held July 18 at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Lincoln. 


Mr. William Schlitt, father of Minnie 
Schlitt of the Hastings Traffic Department, 
died in Hastings on July 29. Funeral services 
were held August 1 in Hastings. 


Mr. Anton Cink, father of L. R. Cink of 
the Wahoo Plant Department, passed away 
August 15. Funeral services were held Aug- 


ust 17 at the Catholic Church in Wahoo. 


Mr. Herbert Pickard, father of Helen 
Pickard of the Accounting Department, Lin- 
coln, passed away August 15. Funeral serv- 
ices were held in Lincoln on August 22. 


Facing the camera at the head of 
the table, Lula Kloepper, Personnel 
Secretary, sits as Honored Guest at 
a “No-Host” dinner given July 28 
in observance of her retirement. 
The scene of the gathering was Cot- 
ner Terrace. It was attended by a 
large group of Miss Kloepper's co- 
workers at the general office, who 
presented her with a going-away 
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gift of a string of pearls and match- 
ing bracelet. On the following even- 
ing Miss Kloepper was again the 
Honored Guest at a dinner party 
given at the Hotel Cornhusker. 
Hosts on this occasion were Mr. and 
Mrs. Seaton, with the party being 
composed of members of the per- 
sonnel, treasurer’s and executive 
offices, with their wives and hus- 
bands. 
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Telephone Employees’ Picnic History 


INCE the war, the Employees Family 
Picnic has been an annual event, 
the first of the present series having 
been initiated as a “Victory Picnic” in 
celebration of Japan’s capitulation. It 
was held on August 18, 1945, four days 
after the surrender was announced. 


ard event of the elder day, was won 
in 1913, and at most of the subsequent 
picnics, by Carl Keester. Before the 
advent of the microphone, “Shorty” 
Holmes was the perennial announcer. 

A summary of all Family Picnics is 
given below: 


Don Aydelott Promoted 
.E. AYDELOTT of the Motor Ve- 


hicle Department at Lincoln re- 
ceived a well deserved advancement on 
July 1 when he was 
appointed Motor 
Vehicle Supervisor. 
In this position he is 


Bowling Time Again 

MPLOYEE bowlers, in greater num- 
bers than ever before, have opened 

the new season in several parts of the 
territory. First to take the alleys was 
the Western District team at Hastings, 
which started off the season on August 
30 by winning two of their first three 
games. The roster lists Floyd Crewd- 


a four team league, rolling as usual on 
Wednesday evenings at Bowlmor Lanes. 
The Traffic, Accounting, Commercial 
and Plant teams are captained by Ar- 
lene Zabel, Martha Dietrich, Gertrude 
Holmes and Dorothy Miller, respec- 
tively. Their season started September 
14 and will run for 33 weeks, which is 
identical with that of the men’s group. 
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Forty-Six Years 
Bert Overcash, Lincoln. 
Forty-Four Years 
C. E. Cummings, Lincoln. 
Forty Years 


Vernon Campbell, David City; J. A. 
Dobbs, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Nine Years 
Laura E. Douty, Seward; F. L. Tefft, 


Lincoln. 


Thirty-Five Years 
J. M. Hobson, Ernest Wedgwood, Lin- 
coln; Sophia M. Windels, Syracuse. 
Thirty-Three Years 
J. A. Mason, Hastings; W. H. Spurlock, 


Lincoln. 


Vernon Campbell 
David City 
40 Years 


Thirty-Two Years 
A. O. Andrews, R. J. Donaldson, J. L. 
Lyne, H. C. Smith, Lincoln; William A. 
Letellier, Nebraska City. 
Thirty-One Years 
E. L. Martin, D. R. Smith, Lincoln. 


Thirty Years 


F. F. Kubat, H. L. Whitney, Superior; 
Hattie Marquardt, York. 


Twenty-Nine Years 


Carolina Iwohn, Clatonia; G. W. Jahn, H. 
F. Staley, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Eight Years 


Eva F. Davis, Weeping Water: L. H. 
Pierce, Lincoln. 


J. M. Hobson Ernest Wedgwood 
Lincoln Lincoln 
35 Years 35 Years 


Twenty-Six Years 
R. H. Gray, Weeping Water: Edith Matt- 
son, Stromsburg: W. M. Mouden, Osceola; 
W. C. Maxfield, H. M. Studier, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 
Lydia Kriegshauser, Seward. 
Twenty-Four Years 
Myrtle Hiner, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Three Years 


eae Fr, eet Seaton, B. J. Sievers, Lincoln: Vivian W. 
35 Years 30 ears Kinghorn, Auburn; Vey Warren, Beatrice. 


Lydia Kriegshauser V. B. Musselman Floyd Nave 
Seward Lincoln Fairbury 
25 Years 20 Years 20 Years 


48 10 fie 


R. D. Andrews, M. C. Walker, G. O. 


Dora Plessel 
Seward Lincoln 


Twenty-I[wo Years 


G. E. Damon, Auburn; E. T. Dougherty, 
J. J. Eisenbarth, L. W. Neff, G. E. Walroth, 
Bessie M. Nippert, Ohiowa; R. J. Weis, 
Geneva. 

Twenty-One Years 

Mary Carroll, Shelby; R. J. Connors, W. 
R. Knee, Lincoln; C. E. Hedstrom, Hast- 
ings; Kathryn M. Owens, Nebraska City; 
Alex Pauley, York. 

Twenty Years 

V. B. Musselman, Ruth Straka, Marjorie 
Whiting, Lincoln; Floyd Nave, Fairbury; 
Dora Plessel, Seward. 


Eighteen Years 


Hotilda Eurich, Friend; Camilla E. Selzer, 
David City. 


Sixteen Years 
Ruth Rittenhouse, Hebron; D. W. Smith, 
Pawnee City; Clara Van Matre, Ashland. 
Fourteen Years 
A. L. Ager, Alvina Miller, Lincoln. 
Thirteen Years 
G. T. Henderson, Lincoln. 
Twelve Years 
Beryl I. Leslie, Fairbury. 
Eight Years 
lara Anderson, Polk; Mary Beaty, 


Wahoo; Lucile Buss, Lincoln; Vera Sweet- 
ser, Fairbury. 


(Continued on Next Page) 


Hattie Marquardt H. L, Whitney 
York Superior 
30 Years 30 Years 


Ruth Straka 


20 Years 20 Years 


Accounting 


Irene Stolz, machine operator to advanced 
clerk, Lincoln. 


Commercial 


Ruth A. Boots, clerk vo service representa- 
tive, Lincoln. 

Joan Moorberg, stenographer, Lincoln Com- 
mercial, to junior secretary, General Com- 
mercial, Lincoln. 

Velda L. Schipper, A&L operator, Traffic, 
to clerk, commercial, Fairbury. 

Pearl E. Sutton, evening chief operator, 
Weeping Water Traffic, to cashier, Platts- 
mouth. 


Engineering 


E. G. Brehm, draftsman to advanced clerk, 
Lincoln. 

Jean Raitt, advanced clerk to junior secre- 
tary, Lincoln. 


Plant 


J. D. Adamson, combinationman, Nelson tv 
Superior. — 
George Bossung, groundman to  splicers 
helper, Lincoln construction. . 
James H. Bauer, combinationman, Hastings 
to Superior. sas 
H. E. Butler, groundman to combination: 
man, Ashland. . 

Jack Donley, switchman to combinationman, 
service, Lincoln. 

Herman F. Hansen, groundman, David City, 
to Lincoln service. 

Lyle V. Higgins, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Lincoln construction. 

K. H. Hultquist, groundman to combina- 
tionman, York. 

Merle M. Lohmeier, groundman, Hastings, 
to combinationman, Lincoln service. 

Jay H. McDowell, janitor to switchman, 
Lincoln service. 

Marvin L. Pilfold, groundman to driver 
lineman, Lincoln construction. 

Leonard R. Reed, groundman to combina- 
tionman, York. 

H. W. Stroup, switchman to installer re- 
pairman, Lincoln service. . 

R. L. Wenzel, combinationman, Beatrice to 
Lincoln Service. 


Traffic 
Olga Anderson, A€&L operator to A&L in- 
structor, Superior. 
Lillian Baker, A&L operator to L super- 
visor, Lincoln. 
Marlene C. Belisle, A operator to A&’L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 
Miriam I. Carter, desk operator, Tecumseh, 
to L operator, Lincoln. 
Betty A. Christensen, A operator to AféeL 
operator, Nebraska City. 

Pauline Coe, appointed chief operator 
cashier, Douglas. 

Glenda Cornelius, A operator to AGL oper 
ator, Beatrice. 

Virginia Crom, A operator to AGL operator, 
Pawnee City. . 

Wilma Drake, A operator to A@L operator, 
Lincoln. 

Nyla Egar, A&L operator to desk operator, 
Superior. 

Sarah E. Flower, A&L operator to assistant 
chief operator, Tecumseh. 


Promotions, Transfers, Title Changes 


Ruth A. Boots 
Service Rep. 


Hazel Hagenbuck, A€&L operator to desk 
operator, Wahoo. 

Lila A. Hendrickson, A operator to A@L 
operator, Geneva. 

Lola Hetherington, L operator to clerk, 
Lincoln. 

Carolyn Jackson, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Wahoo. 

Betty L. Jacobsen, A&’L operator to evening 
chief operator, Weeping Water. 

Betty Jezek, A operator to A&L operator, 
Geneva. 

Shirley Kembel, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Hastings. 

Mary A. Maiker, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Marilyn A. Maly, A operator to A&L oper: 
ator, Lincoln. 

Jerlene O. Matlock, A operator to AGL 
operator, York. 

Inez McNare, A operator to A&@L operator, 
Lincoln. 

Mary Meister, A€&’L operator, Humboldt to 
Tecumseh. 

Doris L. Murphy, NA&L operator to A@L 
operator, Lincoln. 

Wilma B. Murphy, A€&L operator, Nelson 
to Superior. 

Shirley Nielsen, A operator to A&L oper: 
ator, Hastings. 

Betty O'Mara, A operator to A&L operator, 
Lincoln. 

Jacqueline Rathbun, A operator to AGL 
operator, Beatrice. 

Wanda E. Remmers, assistant chief operator 
to chief operator, Tecumseh. 

Capitola D. Schroder, A operator to A&L 
operator, York. 

Marilyn Skavin, A operator to A@L oper- 
ator, Hastings. 

Annadele Smith, A operator to A&@L oper 
ator, Wahoo. 

Jane E. Smith, A operator io A&L oper: 
ator, Lincoln. . 

Edith M. Sperry, A operator to A&L oper 
ator, Nebraska City. 

Frances Steider, A operator to A&L oper: 
ator, Geneva. 

E. Carolyn Stengel, A operator to A&L 
operator, Hastings. 

Gladys Stiers, A€&*L operator to NA@L oper- 
ator, Geneva. 

Dora Thornburg, appointed chief operator 
cashier, Western. 


iff 11. Ye 


Joan Moorberg 
Jr. Secretary 
Lincoln Lincoln 


Wanda Remmers 
Chief Operator 
Tecumseh 


Verna B. Trussell, A operator to A&I, 
operator, Lincoln. 
Treasurer’s Office 


Virginia Perry, junior secretary, commercial, 
to personnel secretary. 


SERVICE BIRTHDAYS 
(Continued from Page 10) 


Seven Years 


Helen A. Adermann, Phyllis E. Most, 
Geneva; Knud Arngren, Ferne Burns, M. E. 
Royce, Jean Schultz, D. W. Utterson, Lin- 
coln: G. E. Eggleston, Leta E. Holscher, 


Auburn: Ethelyn Jones, Dorchester: G. Jeanne 
Lytton, Fairbury; Anna M. Sramek, Wahoo. 


Six Years 


Arthur Balderson, Seward: Wm. R. Behrns, 
Wahoo: Lillian Campbell, F. P. Condos, C. 
E. Connors, Wilfred Huddleston, Jean 
Vybiral, Arlene Zabel, Eunice Zehr, Lin- 
coln; Lulu T. Doher, Mary A. Robinson, 
Superior: Artis Gee, York; Hilda B. Ramsey, 
Tecumseh: Audrey Ransom, H. O. Wen- 
tink, Hastings: Ricka G. Schenk, Fairbury; 
Mary Tackett, Nebraska City; Alys E. White, 
Beatrice. 

Five Years 


Clara M. Chambers, Superior; Dorothy 
Darnold, Elaine Hawkins, Shirley Hess, Ivan 
Olson, Lincoln; L. J. Hanus, David City; 
Irene Jurgensmeier, Hastings; Hazel Neuge- 
bauer, Beatrice. 


Mr. and Mrs. John Fischer are the proud 
parents of a daughter, Patricia Ann, born 
August 8 at Bryan Memorial Hospital in 
Lincoln. John is a member of the Lincoln 
Service Department. 

John Harlan Lewis is the new addition to 
the Gene B. Lewis family. He made his ap- 
pearance on August 19. Gene is a member 
of the Lincoln Service Department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Victor Musselman are the 
proud parents of a baby daughter, born 
August 17. Mr. Musselman is a member of 
the Engineering Department in Lincoln, 
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Phooey On The Weatherman — It Was A Good Picnic Anyway 


hie Employees’ Annual Family Pic- 

nic was held, as advertised, on Sat- 
urday, August 13, at Capitol Beach, 
with Buck Isaman’s registration books 
closing with the count of 643 in attend- 
ance. This is a bumper crowd, but not 
a record. The overcast skies with 
showers which extended well into the 
afternoon had much to do toward keep- 
ing those with fainter hearts away from 
the fun and festivities, 


Featured in the afternoon program 
was a double-header softball game in 
which the Lincoln girls shut out the 
Hastings operators 3 to 0 to gain re- 
venge for the drubbing they took in 
the West-end last June. Ruth Marrow 
turned in a masterful job on the mound 
to become the winning picnic pitcher 
for the fifth straight year. Dorothy 
Ransom, Hastings hurler, also pitched 
aire caehe ball in all but ihe first inning, 
but the three runs which crossed the 
plate during a wobbly start were enough 


to sew up the ball game. In the second 
game a team composed of old-time tele- 
phone ball players took the measure of 
the current team by a score of 12 to 10. 
The veterans batted around in the fifth 
and last inning to pull the game out 
of the fire. Appearing in the old- 
timers lineup were Roy Brendle, Harold 
Brady, Vern Simpson, George Hansen, 
Frank Kuchera, Ernie Royce, Roy Mills, 
Harlan Gillespie, George Burt, How- 
ard Smith, Tommy Hedges, Charlie 
Peachman, Waldo McDowell and Cecil 
Donley. Ralph Wait and Jim Geist 


were the rival team managers. 


The afternoon program was con- 
cluded by games and contests under the 
direction of George Mann. The cli- 
max was furnished by the “chicken 
catch” for the tee The chickens were 
given a better star this year and for a 
few moments it onder: that the odds 
were in their favor, but all six were 
finally captured, four of them by mem- 
hers of the Hastings softball team. 


Other first place winners in the races 
and contests were: Paul Olson, Rita 
Olson, Sandra Carter, Walter Rosen- 
thal. Dorothy Ransom, Nancy Crewd- 
son, Sammy Carter, Jane Hansen, Gail 
Baum, Mary Walker, Betty Hibbert 
and Donald Nelson. 


The usual well prepared and generous 
Picnic meal was presented at the supper 
hour by Florence Tatman’s food and 
strving committee. A great deal of 
thought had been given to the problem 
of moving the ludioey lines of pic- 
Nickers at a more rapid rate, and the 
New ideas paid dividends, as the long 
lines flowed past the serving tables like 
4 wel] oiled machine. Hattie Staley 
Was revealed as the “Mystery Person,” 
and Clem Bottorff was awarded the 
Prize for being first to identify her in 
this special event. Other major prizes 
Were carried away by Al Letellier of 
Nebraska City, and Lloyd Cleveland, 


6f York. Bruce Sievers made the 


awards, his reputation as an honest 
man having much to do with his selec- 
tion for this important post. 


Dick Hobson blithely agreed to hand 
out tickets for the free rides. He had no 
idea what he was letting himself in for. 
Guy Seaton shouted “Free Tickets!” 
into the microphone and pointed to 


Dick, and that was the last seen of Mr. 


Hobson, except for an _ occasional 


glimpse of an arm or leg thrusting out 
of the center of the melee. Strains from 
a hoe-down orchestra drew several sets 
of square dancers back to the garden 
where Maestro Ray Clinton put them 
through their paces, and the big day 
closed, as a perfect picnic should, on 
643 men, women and children who had 
used up their last bit of energy. 


To co-chairmen Alex Geist and 
George Walroth, and their hosts of un- 
sung workers, the News extends con 
gratulations for bringing about one of 
our finest Picnics of all time. 
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Eastern District 


Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 
David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

Irene Swan, chief operator, is enjoying a 
quiet vacation as far as we have heard. 

. . Betty Okrina and Ella Adkins report 
an enjoyable vacation of two weeks each. 

Vern Campbell, area manager, came 
back to the office a few days early for a 
rest, as his wife found so much work 
around the house he felt it was easier to 
resume his official duties than to do all 
the “odd jobs” at home. ... Emily Hanus 
reported to work one morning with a 
“sparkler.” Congratulations Emily!! 
A party for Mrs. Marvin Stier and Miss 
Patricia Emerson, who have resigned as 
operators, was given at the home of Lucile 
Helgoth on Monday evening, July 25. The 
group of 20 girls was taken to the Helgoth 
home by truck. A fried chicken dinner was 
served and games were played. Each hon- 
ored guest was presented with a gift. 
Other vacationers have been Margaret Cor- 
nell and Lois Conrad of the Traffic Depart- 
ment and Harvey Armagost, O. B. Dill and 
Ben Docekal of the Plant Department 
A get together of the David City area em- 
Ployees honoring Vern Campbell, area 
manager on his 40th anniversary with the 
Telephone Company, was held at the Schwe- 
ser party house on August 9th, at which 
time he was presented with his diamond 
service pin. 
Nebraska City Area 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 


“Be seeing you” and “have a good time” 
we hear as vacation days loom ahead for 
more of the girls. Betty Lou Johnson 
is finding cool places in Colorado. 
“Yours truly” is spending her time at home 
relaxing and with relatives at Shubert. 
Jeannie Vest just returned from Portland, 
Oregon and next time she goes, she’ll take 
her skis. Mary Mae Ress spent her 
vacation at Lake Okoboji. She likes it up 
there. “Spose there’s a reason? ... Mr. 
Ojers is in Minnesota catching catfish. 
Some big ones up there—he says—but we'll 
just wait for the pictures. Somehow 
Mr. Jenkins seems to have strayed off to 
Texas for a vacation. He always goes to 
a “cool” climate and there’s no place like 
Texas. ... Mr. Ruppel, our custodian 
is on sick leave. Jackie Boldra re- 


cently had a tonsilectomy. Not bad she 
says. ... Miss Bader had a happy sur- 
prise on her birthday 4th of July. It 
showered on her—hankies all over her desk. 
Mrs. Komma baked her a nice cake and she 


says her birthday was wonderful. . . . Betty 
Christensen and Edith Sperry are finishing 
toll training. Hope you make a success 
girls!!! Deroy Helfer just returned 
from his vacation. Oh, we’ve almost 
forgotten you, Mr. Lant, but we are so 
happy to hear Mrs. Lant is coming home 
from the hospital and hope everything will 
soon be “as usual” again. Bertha 
Royal of Syracuse spent part of her vaca- 
tion on the farm. The word’s around she 
even helped do chores including milking 
cows. How about it Bertha? ... The 
globe trotting Dettmer’s, Norma Jean and 
husband Elmer, got up at midnight one 
Friday night when most folks are going to 
bed, and their aim was to get to Elgin, 
Iowa for breakfast, some 400 miles away. 
We know there must be a dent in the 
pavement where the Dettmer’s paced back 
and forth one hour waiting for a filling 
station to open. They didn’t make it in 
time for breakfast. Now they are vaca- 
tioning in the Ozarks. Mavis Eisen- 
hauer took a trip to Chicago, IIl., and Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. She attended the wed- 
ding of a cousin. ... Mrs. Lockhart is 
spending her vacation at Omaha _ and 
Boulder, Colorado. Vera Bock and 
her husband Ed, spent their vacation in 
the Ozarks and visiting relatives at St. 
Louis, Mo. ... Donna Mae _ Lockhart 
believes in taking everything that comes 
along. When she contracted polio, it 
wasn’t of her own choosing. She was treated 
at the Lincoln General Hospital, and has 
returned to work in good condition. 
Miss Metcalf was a recent visitor. 


Plattsmouth Area 


Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Humiston and 
daughter spent their vacation visiting in 
Sacramento, California, returning home by 
the way of Estes Park and Boise, Idaho 
visiting Bob’s mother. Marvin Koch 
spent his vacation visiting his father at 
Campbell, Nebr. Ben Anderson spent 
his vacation resting at home. “Yours 
truly” submitted to an appendicitis opera- 
tion on June 21 and back working full 
time. . . . Helen Ofe spent her vaca- 
tion at home. Fern Davis of the 
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Weeping Water Commercial Department, is 
back to work again after being on sick 
leave. Everybody is happy to have you 
back. ... Thelma Tritsch with her hus- 
band and son, just returned from a vaca- 
tion trip in the east. After a week spent 
with Dr. Kroehler at their summer home 
on Peconic Bay, Long Island, they made an 
extended trip through the New England 
States, visiting at Boston, Dartmouth Col- 
lege at Hanover and on into Montreal, 
Canada, coming back through Canada to 
Detroit. Thelma states the New England 
states are the most beautiful part of the 
U.S.A. as far as she is concerned. . . . Alice 
Sharpnack spent part of her vacation at 
Lincoln and at home resting. *»... Dean 
Bogenrief spent his vacation at Omaha and 
Kansas City. Eleanore Lane, chief 
operator, Weeping Water spent her vaca- 
tion at Omaha and Kansas City. Mr. and 
Mrs. R. H. Gray and family spent their 
vacation in Colorado. Lloyd Lane 
spent his vacation at home just resting. 

. Mary Bornemeier is at Weeping Water 
as an instructor on toll training. 


Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 

Surprise ! Seward is in the picture again. 
Why? Because once again Seward has a 
little news and “yours truly” isn’t quite so 
busy. ... Martha Merz is spending her 
three weeks vacation visiting her sister 
at Norfolk. Lydia Kriegshauser, chief 
operator, spent her three weeks in Colo- 
rado Springs, Colorado and at home. 
Except for vacations, the main topic is 
apartment moving. In less than a week and 
a half, three operators moved, Lydia Kriegs- 
hauser, Gladys Walker and Helen Norwood, 
the latter with her new hubby. ... Beata 
Merz recently spent a week-end visiting 
her sister at Norfolk. Laura Douty, 
Commercial Department, spent her vacation 
at Avoca and at home. Thad Cone, 
area manager, who is Commander of the 
American Legion, attended the American 
Legion convention in Omaha in July. 
Joe Abrams of the Plant Department, spent 
his three weeks vacation on an extended 
trip to the northwestern states. By all re- 
ports, he had a swell time. Wayne 
Merz spent his vacation in lowa. ... Ar- 
thur Balderson spent his vacation at Mc- 
Connaghy and Johnson Lakes. By the smile 
on his face, he must have had good luck. 
Right “Baldy’’? George Miers spent 


one week of his vacation frying hamburgers 
and feeding the hungry Fourth of July 
crowd at Seward. ... Mike Danaher 
moved to Milford and is taking over the 
Milford duties. By the way—he has a new 
Chevrolet car. We are mighty proud 
of our new inlaid linoleum in our outer 


lobby. 
Wahoo Area 


Mae Meduna, Correspondent 


Vacations are in full swing in the Wahoo 
office. Ethel Daharsh and Inez Olson 
spent their time at home caring for their 
mother who is seriously ill. Katherine 
Miller just returned from California and 
reported a very good trip. Patricia 
Lilley enjoyed the sights in Chicago dur- 
ing the week of July 4th. “Pat” was afraid 
of getting lost, but we were more con- 
cerned about losing Pat, however, she re- 
turned safely. Dewey Olson enjoyed 
his vacation just being around home. 
Norma Koukal, cashier, with her sister 
Helen, enjoyed a trip to Tucson, Arizona 
where.they visited another sister.. . . Hazel 
Hagenbuck, traveling via bus, took off for 
“Cold Water’? Michigan August 23 and we 
know she will have a good time. ... Mae 
Beaty spent a week in the ‘Windy City” of 
Chicago. She attended the Railroad Fair, 
enjoyed a boat trip and in general, really 
made good time getting around. . .. Ruby 
Fencl is vacationing and we rather sus- 
picion is enjoying a good rest at home. 
Homer Olsen is also a vacationer and just 
staying close to home. He says he did get 
the lawn mowed the first week. ... A 
party honoring Jeanne Swanson, new bride, 
and birthdays of Angeline Pallat and Peggy 
Mathis was held August 19. The girls en- 
joyed a scavenger hunt followed by lunch 
at the City Cafe Tea Room. The bride re- 
ceived a beautiful wool blanket and the 
birthday honorees, lovely gifts. ... Mag- 
delene Mathis, night operator, was crowned 
Miss Saunders County of 1949, at the 
beauty pageant held at Dance Island, 
Wahoo on July 31. Don Frankforter 
and Dean Childress have been busy at 
Wahoo for several weeks cutting in some 
cable which had never been in use, but 
being “experts” in their line, they experi- 
enced no trouble and everything seems to 
be working in fine shape. 


General Offices and 


Central District 
Accounting Department 


Frances Clinton, Associate Editor 


Members of the Accounting Department 
have been taking adventage of the “ood 
old summertime” and have really spread 
their wings to take in the four corners of 
the continent. Mr. Devoe spent his 
vacation fishing at the Ten-Mile Lake in 
Hackensack, Minnesota, while Carl and 
Ronnie Ahl spent their vacation in Fresno, 
California. Colorado beckoned a num- 
ber of employees, including M. W. Frank- 
lin, who spent a week-end in Estes Park 
and Colorado Springs. Martha Dietrich 
traveled to Denver and Estes Park and even 


threw a few snowballs around on Mt.judy, Joan Moorberg, 


Evans. Shirley and Dick Bauer were two 
more lucky people who vacationed at Estes 
Park. ... Those seasoned travelers, Doris 
Glock and Eunice Zehr headed west this 
year, taking in the Grand Canyon, Cali- 
fornia, Oregon, Washington and parts of 
Canada. Harold Brady turned east 
and ended up in Boston. Dick Hansen in- 
sists he went there to buy a bean. Inci- 
dentally the Brady-Hansen feud continues 
with Harold scoring the latest triumph by 
“accidentally” hitting Dick™ on the head 
with a package of paper. The force of the 
blow was sufficient to break the wrapping 
on the paper. Hard head or weak wrap- 
ping? ... The best news we’ve had in 
ages is that Rose Riggs has recovered suf- 
ficiently from her illness to fly to Wilming- 
ton, Delaware to visit her daughter. We hope 
she’ll be back with us soon. Travelers 
to not-such-distant points have included 
Ruby Hahn, who spent a week-end in Chey- 
enne, Wyoming, and Adeline Carlson, who 
vacationed at her home in Holdrege. Vir- 
ginia Kucera spent her vacation at nome :n 
David City while Jean Jensen chose Bennet 
for hers. Alta Wagner visited relatives and 
friends in various parts of the state and 
Irene Nickell spent her long-awaited vaca- 
tion in both Lincoln and Omaha. Jane 
Spohn vacationed in Beaver Crossing and 
Lincoln. Week-end travelers were Mary 
Malloy, who went to her home in ‘Troy, 
Kansas, Betty Tribble, who spent a week- 
end in Ashland, and Joyce Grabowski, who 
went to the rodeo in Burwell. Rose Carl- 
son spent the Labor Day week-end at Lake 
Okoboji. Still others chose the fair 
city of Lincoln as a vacation site. These in- 
cluded Norma Chrastil, Lydia Holloway, 
Ann Hansen, Beverly Lessman, Elinore 
Wunch, and yours truly, who spent her time 
heckling the pater while he painted Clinton 
Manor. Another at-home vacationer was 
Mr. Sievers. Incidentally, he recently wel- 
comed a new son-in-law into his family. 
His daughter, Beverly, was married August 
20. ... Alvina Miller took several days 
off to spend them with her brother, who was 
visiting here from Minneapolis. ... Ken 
and Mary Boshart vacationed by preparing 
for future vacations at their cabin near 


South Bend. The building is still under 
construction and they report vaguely that 
it may be ready by the turn of the cen- 
tury. . .. Most unfortunate of vacationers 
was Bob Ross, who was forced to forego any 
thought of a trip because of the inoppor- 
tune arrival of kittens at his house. We un- 
derstand that Bob paced the floor in true 
fatherly fashion. Speaking of our per- 
ennial favorite, ‘““Cherchez La Femme” Ross 
has invaded a new field of late. When he 
makes his afternoon trip to the cafeteria 
for tea each day he now ignores the he-men 
at the cut throat table, and sits down at a 
table with nothing but girls. We under- 
stand that he is planning on joining either 
the “Brownies” or “Bluebirds” if the girls 
will have him. The arrival of kittens 
was also reported by Donna Flory, who says 
that the three new members of her house- 
hold were Peat, Repeat, and Ditto. 

Hidden talents have been displayed this 
summer by Kathy Stivers, who has been 
outdoing herself catching fish at the Bell- 
wood Lakes, and by Marie Vidlock, whosz 
catch for the season has been approaching 
astronomical numbers. Marie constantly 
reels them in while other members of her 
party get nary a nibble. Sounds sort of 
fishy doesn’t it? The very able head 
of our department, Mr. Devoe, displayed 
even further talents on a recent occasion in 
South Bend, when, with Herb Hansen, Lin- 
coln manager of the American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company, he walked off with 
three games of horseshoe, defeating Max 
Walker, District Plant Manager, and Paul 
Henson, of the Engineering Department. 
No to be stopped by darkness, they dug up 
a lantern and continued to play, the only 
trouble being that Mr. Walker held the 
lantern. It seemed to give plenty of light 
while Paul was playing but for some rea- 
son faded completely when the Devoe- 
Hansen team performed. Light or no light, 
the Accounting Department and A. T. & T. 
triumphed. That proud gleam in 
Johnny Backstrom’s eye is because of the 
new home he moved into the first of Sep- 
tember. And the same can be said of 
Gloria Zier, whose attention is focused on 
her new car. Biggest mystery in the 
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SUMMER RECOLLECTIONS—The warm days of iast summer provided the incentive for this 
afternoon of fun at Capitol Beach and everyone looks like they are having a good time. 
The girls are members of the Lincoln Commercial and Traffic Departments. Left to right, 
Arlene Zabel, Darlene Johannes, Helen Johnsen, Dolores Michael, Darlene Johannes, Pat 
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Myrna Jensen and Audrey Althouse. 


Accounting Department is how Clara Jones 
managed to attend the races regularly and 
still come out with an extra nickel to show 
for it. We would be willing to bet she was 
the only vacationer who was money ahead 
when she came back to work. ... Eunice 
Bailey, who vacationed not too long ago, is 
wondering if she needs another rest. She 
noticed the other day that her tooth paste 
had developed a peculiar flavor, only to 
discover that she was using shampoo as a 
dentifrice. No wonder she flashes such a 
sparkling smile. We wonder if it left her 
teeth soft, lustrous, and easy to manage. 


Commercial Department 


Lincoln Business Office 
By Phyllis Jones 

Vacations still seem to be in the spot- 
light here in the Business Office this 
month. ... Hazel Hamilton and husband 
spent their vacation visiting relatives in 

their home town, Detroit, Michigan. 
Delores Michael had a pleasant trip to the 
Black Hills. Gertrude Holmes vis- 
ited friends in San Antonio, Texas. From 

all reports she had a very good time. 
The far west—Seattle, Washington—called 
Alice Fender for her vacation. The office 
was quite amused by the novelty post cards 
she sent back. Bert Overcash chose 


Seattle also. He visited his son... . Myrtle 
Hiner toured the Colorado Rockies with a 
friend. ... Martha Panter visited friends 
at the Great Lakes Naval Air Base in Chi- 
cago... . Waldo McDowell and Bill Morris 
spent their vacations at home taking life 
easy. . .. Mavis Everett and husband vis- 


ited friends in North Platte. Most of their 
vacation was spent fishing and the report 
is they caught only three fish. Tuff luck, 
Mavis. ... If anyone happens to see Helen 
Johnson and she appears to have stiff and 
sore muscles it is because she probably 
spent the evening before driving golf balls 
at the golf driving range. Helen took up 
the sport this year and is doing quite well 
already. Reports are that Howard 
Spahnle, with his camp stool came to town 
at 6:00 A.M. Thursday morning to be first 
In line at Hardy’s for the dollar day sale. 
It was a tough battle in there with all the 
women but Howard came to work loaded 
to the brim with bargains. Among them 
was a chicken fryer, heating lamp for his 
poor ole back and a thermos jug. ... Then 
there was that Mysterious package that 
everyone was curious about. All we could 


get out of Howard was that he got 12 rolls 
for a dollar. 


General Office 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


The vacant chairs in the General Com- 
mercial Office these past two months can 
mean but one thing—vacation time is here 
again. ... Mr. Hale spent a week of his 
vacation attending the Shrine Convention 
in Chicago... . Since Mr. Hartley’s daugh- 
ter and grandson were here visiting, he 
spent three weeks at home with them. . 
Mr. Lawson had a tough break by being 
in bed for a week with the flu, so he took 


his vacation to recuperate. He looked very 
rested and healthy upon his return. 

The Dakotas, Montana and some of Can- 
ada was the trip chosen by Kathryn 
Portsche and her husband, with the main 


point of interest being Glacier WNa- 
tional Park. . . . Mr. Gorman vacationed 
for three weeks at home, but we’ve a hunch 
most of the time was spent on the golf 
course... .. “Yours Truly” visited in Kan- 


Flying Enthusiasts at Fairbury 


Floyd Nave, of the Fairbury plant 
department, has a hobby which 
serves the dual purpose of provid- 
ing an outlet for his mechanical 
leanings, and bringing about a 
closer father-son relationship. 
Floyd is vice-president of the local 
club, “Models Unlimited,’ which 
was organized last January and al- 
ready has attracted to its member- 
ship a large group of grown-ups 
and youngsters who build and fly 
tiny airplanes as a pastime. 


The model aviation hobby has 
been operating in Fairbury for 
some years but only during the past 
few months has it developed into 
an outstanding community activity. 
A model flying field has been built 
at the Municipal Airport, and club 
members are making constant use 
of it in the evenings and on Sun- 
day afternoons when the weather is 
favorable. The building of the tiny 
planes requires the work of many 
hours and they are often cracked 
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Photo courtesy of Fairbury News 
up in seconds during their initial 
flight. Some of the models are de- 
signed for free flight, where the 
planes are turned loose to go as 
high and far as they can, others be- 
long to the speed class, and perform 
in captive flight, being controlled 
by wires attached to an axis, or 
center post. 

Floyd and his son, Darrel, shown 
in the picture with a neighbor-boy, 
Ed Turner, right, are seldom miss- 
ing when the motors begin to tune 
up at the model air strip. Another 
telephone.. enthusiast.. is Estelle 
Howell, of the Fairbury traffic de- 
partment who, with her husband, 
has been trying her hand at model 
building. The Howells are usually 
in the front row of the gallery when 
the little planes are buzzing around. 

The club is now enlarging its 
hobby scope to the building of 
model racing automobiles, and 
plans are already afoot to construct 
a speedway for racing the high- 
speed midgets. 


sas and Chicago for two weeks. . . . Cards 
and letters received from Willie Ruth Ham- 
ilton, who resigned recently, indicate that 
she and her husband are now nicely settled 
in Little Rock, Arkansas, and like it very 
much. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


Of course vacations are the topic of con- 
versation during the month of July and 
August and we’ve had lots of vacationers 
but not many stories to relate. Three of ‘our 
boys, Art Higgins, Dean Smith and 
Charles Stock took a trip up into Canada 
and the northern states. From all reports 
they must have had a whee of a time. 
They stopped in to see Harry Moss at 
Birchwood, Wisconsin. Guess he was 
mighty glad to see them and showed them 
a good time. “Swede” Foster and family 
also visited with MHarry while on their 
vacation through the northern states. The 
Fosters gave thier new Plymouth a good 
breaking in and we understand it proved to 
be a well behaved automobile. Tom Golden- 
stein took a week’s vacation—bought him- 
self a new car and tripped to Topeka, 
Kansas. Otto Buck Vacationed in the west 
and took in sights of Estes Park, Yellow- 
stone and Montana. “Shag” Eichenour 
journeyed through Wyoming and Colo- 
rado. Roy Mills used his vacation to 
paint his house and also to take in a few 
ball games, we betcha. Clyde Pierce spent 
his three weeks in California. “Dagwood” 
Hibbert tried his luck at fishing in Minne- 
sota but we’ve never heard of his results. 
Mr. Schmeltzer is vacationing at the present 
and we imagine he’ll spend most of his time 
on the Blue pulling in those big cat fish. 
Jim Schellenberg and family met with mis- 
fortune while spending their vacation in 
Colorado, when their daughter fell and 
broke her arm. ... We are happy to report 
that Jim Baxter, Jr. is back at work. He 
underwent a knee operation June 27... . 
The past couple of months have brought 
rain and more rain which of course means 
trouble and more trouble for our cable 
splicers. Those flash floods have proved 
a headache for some of our line crews too. 
Hibbert was out with our big hole digger 
working near Ceresco one day last month. 
Came noon they parked the digger off the 
road and drove into town for lunch. There 
was nary a cloud in the sky. An hour later 
with the sun still shining they left to go 
back to work. After a considerable search 
they found the digger parctically buried 
in mud and with the help of seven farmers, 
their sons and tractors they got it back on 
the gravel. You see it doesn’t have to 
sprinkle at your house—your neighbor can 
still have a cloud burst. 


Engineering Department 


By Frances Koontz 
July and August seem to be the months 
for weddings, vacations and fishing around 
this department. .. . Ed and Wava Brehm 
led the epidemic of marriages. After Ed 
struggled through Chicago <he was tempted 


to get out and walk across several times, 
says its dangerous the way people drive 
back there), they spent their vacation in 
Milwaukee. Don Swanson and Mary Lee 
toured Wisconsin, Michigan and Canada. 
Don had help along this year to help him 
change his usual number of flat tires. A 
report from Eugene and Elinore Schrank 
say they are having a fine time in Colo- 
rado. Jean Marchand Raitt and her hus- 
band are also vacationing in Colorado. Our 
congratulations to all of these newly mar- 
ried people. Mr. and Mrs. Cane and 
their daughter Shirley motored to Canada. 
Shirley left for Europe for a summer vacea- 
tion. Mr. and Mrs. Cane visited points of 
interest in Canada and the east coast... . 
Mr. Lyne is spending his vacation at home. 
Being a gentleman farmer, he is probably 
doing whatever is the seasonal work being 
done now on farms. . . . Roy Carlson took 
another week of his vacation and fished in 
the lakes in Michigan. . . . Paul Henson 
also spent his vacation in Michigan at Na- 
tional Guard camp. He had to get up at 
3 A. M. every morning which sounds like 
he didn’t keep vacation hours. Gay Hen- 
derson relaxed around home. ... Bud Eden 
attended a photographers convention in 
Chicago. . . . Roger Ghormley visited one 
week in Kansas and one week in Iowa.... 
Bob Wohlberg and family drove to Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, in Bob’s little Crosley. Bob is 
still in a stooped condition. He also got 
some fishing in at South Bend. 


Lincoln Service Department 
By Helen Gill 


Vacations seem to be the style these 
days and the Service Department is just 
about overrun with them. A. E. Lamberson 
vacationed with his son, who was home 
on furlough. ... Ivan Doran was in Bur- 
lington, Colorado, working in the harvest 
fields. . . . Magdalen Heser went to Kan- 
sas City, St. Louis and the Ozarks. 

J. E. Findley went to Beaver Crossing, while 
Bob Swanson spent his time in Milwau- 
kee, Wisconsin, and Chicago. Arleen Heit- 
man vacationed in De Smet, South Dakota, 
and Lloyd Jenkins at South Bend. 

Ralph Connors went to Bruning and Ne- 
braska City. ... Eugene Kalkwarf helped 
his brother combine at Crete. ... Lymen 
Neff and his wife took a three week trip 
through the Northwest visiting Cody, Wyo- 
ming, and Yellowstone Park. Their trip 
also included a visit to Spokane, through 
the Yakima Valley and then to Vancouver, 
Washington, where they visited their son- 
in-law and daughter and then up to Ta- 
coma to see their son and daughter-in-law. 
The trip back included Salt Lake City and 
Estes Park. ... Mr. and Mrs. Harold Wart, 
Geraldine, Roland and Mr. Wart’s mother, 
journeyed _ to Hutchinson, Kansas, and 
stopped to see the Carey Rock Salt Mine. 
Then on to Tulsa, Oklahoma, and over to 
Fort Gibson where they saw a new Govern- 
ment dam about one-third completed. They 
visited Eureka Springs, Arkansas, and on 
through the “Shepherd of the Hills’ coun- 
try. They went through “Marvel Cave” 
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and stopped at the “Lake of Ozarks.” An- 
other stop off at Bagnell Dam and the 
State Capital at Jefferson City. Meramec 
Caverns and St. Louis were next end on up 
the Mississippi River to Hannibal, Missouri. 
Coming home they stopped at Kansas City. 
. .. Don Gilmore and Russ White went to 
International Falls, Minnesota, Fort Fran- 
cis, Nestor Falls, Canada, Sioux Narrows, 
Canada, Kenoa, Winnipeg and Emmerson, 
then down to Fargo, North Dakota. They 
report that they caught twenty-seven good 
sized fish and that it was a wonderful trip. 
. . . Frank Norton visited in Minneapolis. 
... Dell Gilmore and his wife spent a week 
at Lake Okoboji and the rest of the time 
resting at home. ... Norris Hammond and 
his wife went to Coffeyville, Kansas, and 
visited relatives, then on to the Lake of the 
Cherokees in Oklahoma. They went through 
the Ozarks to Osage Beach and also spent 
a few days in Kansas City. . . . Bob Stall 
end his family toured the Black Hills and 
Yellowstone Park. They spent some time 
et Cody, Wyoming, visiting relatives. The 
bears at Yellowstone took a can of paint 
out of their car while they were fishing. 
Now what can they do with a can of paint? 
...C. C. Perryman visited with his nieces 
and nephews in Nebraska and fished a 
little and got a lot of rest. ... Ed Dulin 
and his wife went to Eldora, Colorado, 
where they had a cabin. They made daily 
trips from there fishing and seeing the 
country. ... George Albury and his family 
spent two weeks in Minnesota and Canada. 
They fished, boated and swam, besides tak- 
ing time to sightsee in Fort Frances, Ke- 
nora and Winnipeg, in Canada... . Oliver 
Hoffman took another of those “dry land” 
cruises at the Naval Training Center on 
North 10th Street. . . . Clem Bottorff and 
his family went to Estes Park and the 
Rocky Mountains and spent part of their 
time at home just resting. ... Ray Baldwin 
and his wife went back East through Ohio, 
Pa., and New York to visit their daughter 
and family. Ray came back with some- 
thing new called “Sun Poisoning” and 
which looks like an old fashioned sunburn 
and according to Ray feels a lot worse. He 
is recovering now, but declares he will wait 
till winter to go back again. . .. Helen 
Gill and her husband spent a few days in 
Denver and the rest just loafing at home. 
... Jake Schneider is an old hand at house 
building, having spent his vacation build- 
ing the top of his house. From all reports 
and also personal observation, he has done 
a swell job. ... Hugo Staley tells us that 
he just stayed at home and rested as did 
Bob Chamberlain. ... R. L. Dalton also 
stayed at home, but he reports that he 
worked at the jobs which have piled up 
since last year. . . Jay McDowell says 
his vacation was a waste of time because 
he didn’t do anything or go any place. . 

Boyd Wedgewood vacationed in the Black 
Hills. . . . Rex Winders went to Scotts- 
bluff to visit his son and also visited in 
Casper, Wyoming; Yellowstone National 


Park, and Estes Park, Colorado. .. . Leston 
Livingston journeyed to Los Angeles and 
Oakland, California. . . . Don Rutledge 
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went to Kentucky, in the Ozarks and also 
Indianepolis, Indiana. . . . Don Smith vis- 
ited Lake McConaughey in Ogallala, Ne- 
braska. .. . B. Pattison and Bedric Wanek 
both chose Los Angeles and San Francisco, 
California, and Vaughn Baum took in the 
cool breezes of Estes Park, Colorado. . 
Enjoying their vacation at home were Harry 
Knudson, Lyle Rauch, Charles Nevin, Roy 
Brendle, Jim Smith, Frank Kuchera, Gene 
Lewis, R. Hohnstein and Ernie Johnson. 
.. . We still have a few men on the sick 
list and reports from them indicate they 
are all improving. George Arnold visits 
the Switchroom when he is downtown and 
“Mike” Guthrie does also. Ted Nyden and 
Harry White also keep us posted on the 
latest improvements. All of them would 
appreciate hearing from their friends. 


Supply Department 
Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


Mrs. Harry Smith and Charles have asked 
that we express through the NEWS their 
sincere thanks to all of Harry’s telephone 
friends for the many beautiful flowers and 
for all the expressions of sympathy. They 
are deeply grateful. ... If we were to mark 
this month’s vacation travel lines on a map 
of the U.S.A. it would be fairly well cov- 
ered from coast to coast. Bill Rosenthal 
traveled to the west coast, visiting in Ore- 
gon and California. Merle Schneider visited 
in Milwaukee and from there drove to the 
northern part of Wisconsin. Mr. and Mrs. 
Strasser visited their son in Duluth and 
apparently edged over into Canada as we 
received a card mailed from there. We 
were sure the boss had lost both his pen- 
cil and pen though as his vacation was al- 
most over before we received his card. 

Mary Eis went to Chicago to drive 
home with her brother who is a patient at 
Hines Veterans’ Hospital. Her brother had 
recently acquired a new car specially 
equipped for his driving, and it was his 
first visit home in several years... . Anne 
Rau enjoyed the many activities at Lake 
Okoboji. Colorado beckoned W. C. 
Maxfield, Frank P. Condos and Frank M. 
Condos. We thought Lowell Johnson 
headed for Colorado but a card received 
from South Dakota indicated that he 
changed his mind or decided to take in a 
little more territory. . .. Elsie Gill visited 
in South Dakota and attended the “Days 
of 76” celebration . .. Helen Kehling be- 
came a farmerette near Bayard. Just before 
Helen left she was flashing a third finger 
sparkler. We can almost hear the bells 
ringing but she says we’re wrong, that 
definite plans haven’t yet been made... 
Russell Rauch camped at Milford for one 


week, and H. W. Robinette spent some of 
his vacation time in Kansas City... . Yours 
truly spent a pre-vacation week end in 
Chicago seeing the sights, then a vacation 
in Colorado and the Black Hills. ... Our 
top vacation story this month is Bob Don- 
aldson’s trip through twenty-two states and 
into Canada and Mexico. He traveled to the 
east coast over the northern route, then 
back across the entire country over the 
southern route, and up the west coast to 
San Francisco; then home. Travel from 
Lincoln to Philadelphia was a quick trip, 
culminated over the Pennsylvania ‘Turn- 
pike. In Washington, D. C. he took his first 
air ride and rode over the city. While walk- 
ing about town he had a unique experi- 
ence in that he exchanged personal greet- 
ings with the President. As Bob stopped 
for a traffic light the President’s car 
pulled up and stopped right in front of 
him. Bob waved at Mr. Truman, and spoke. 
The President acknowledeged the greeting 
by a cheerful “Good Morning.” Next on 
the itinerary was New York City, the Em- 
pire State Building, Harlem, China Town, 
a boat ride in the harbor, and the Statue 
of Liberty. Bob’s next stop, Niagara Falls 
and on into Canada, resulted in his ride 
back across the states to the west coast. 
In a casual conversation Bob said to a 
man closeby that he would like to ride 
back across the U.S.A. through the south- 
ern states to the west coast. An Army offi- 
cer nearby approached Bob and suggested 
that he ride along with his party, help drive 
and share expenses. Bob accepted and 
found himself driving two U. S. Army offi- 
cers and a British officer in a foreign 
car with right hand drive. The car was 
equipped for sleeping. By simply folding 
down the seats, space for four men was 
available. Bob drove the car a great deal 
of the way, with only a slight mishap in 
Arkansas, when he was forced off the 
road by another vehicle. Thus, at a total 
cost of only $15.00, Bob traveled from 
Niagara Falls back through New York 
and Washington, then south and west, see- 
ing the Appalachian and Blue Ridge 
Mountains, the hills of Arl:ansas, and the 
Texas plains. At San Diego he left his 
benefactors and started out on his own 
again heading south to Tiahuana, Mexico. 
On the journey toward home Bob saw the 
movie stars in Hollywood, took a trip to 
Catalina Island, and visited China Town 
and other points of interest in Frisco, includ- 
ing a ride on the famous Nob Hill street 
car. After visits to the State Capitol in 
Sacramento, the Mormon Temple, Great 
Salt Lake and the open pit copper mines 
in Utah Bob arrived home “tired but 
happy.” ... With all due respect to Bob 
we must add this one thought: Who else 
but a hardened Scotchman could squeeze 
so much into a three weeks vacation, and 
spend an amount considerably less than a 
month’s wages. The house building 
business is good with us. W. F. Grant’s 
building permit was recently issued for a 
new home. Carl Mischnick has his dwell- 
ing well under way, and is doing much of 
the work himself, perhaps getting the idea 
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frora John Litzenberg’s successful venture. 
N. H. Liesveld’s home is undergoing major 
remodeling end enlarging and he is doing 
much of his cwn work. Axel Berglund’s new 
home is progressing rapidly and will soon 
be completed. 


Traftic Department 


Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


After two montis rest we should have 
a lot of news, but everyone seems as 
languid as the weather. However, a few 
things happened to break the monotony. 
Among them en attack of hiccoughs suf- 
fered by Joan Lemmon, which although 
annoying to her didn’t keep her and the 
rest of us from seeing a funny side to it. 

Lillien Schafer was the honoree at 
a birthday surprise party arranged by 
her mother et which a very pleasant time 
was reported. . . . Leona Sherwood doesn’t 
seem habitually pre-occupied (most espe- 
cially at her work!) but we’re sure we 
overheerd her telling a customer, ‘When 
you hear your telephone answer, ring it.” 
: Being sunburned is nothing un- 
usual but even it can be affected by the 
fads of fashion, or so we thought when 
we saw Dorothy Darnold and Jean Vybiral 
wearing it on one arm only! We finally 
were enlightened. Driving with one arm 
out the car window was the cause. : 
By ‘the sign of the times we note that 
two more of our number are “taken.” Mar- 
lene Balisle and Irene Woznick are wear- 
ing beautiful diamond rings. oo We are 
proud to report that Carol Williams won 
third place in the “Miss Lincoln” beauty 
contest. Carol, too, can claim talent as well 
as pulchritude in the excellence of her 
acrobatic dancing. While we are speak- 
ing of telent in the Traffic Department, we 
should like also to mention others of our 
gifted ones. Outstanding as vocalists are 
Lois Meyers, contralto soloist at First 
Presbyterian Church; Mary Lou Sommers, 
alto soloist at Grace Lutheran Church and, 
by no means least, Catherine Cooley our 
beautiful songstress who never lets us 
down when asked to help. Among our 
piano players are Dorothy Grafton, Hazel 
Nichols, Dorothy Bryan, Elaine Hawkins, 
Barbara Benson and Marian WHufman. 
Dramatic artists are Mabel Volpp and Pearl 
O’Hehir whose outstanding performances in 
the play “Fireman, Save My Child” given 
at the Pioneer banquet, won deserving 
praise. Dorothy Rolls, swimmer, and mem- 
ber of the Lincoln Exhibition Swimming 
Team, took part in the Water Ballet 
given by the team, at Minden, David 
City, Schuyler, York, Shenandoah, Iowa; 
end Lincoln. Barbara Bryan, daughter of 
Dorothy Bryan, and part time operator, 
was the recent recipient of a trophy, as 
winner of the first flight in the Women’s 
City Golf Tournament. Being espe- 
cially hungry one day Gladys Trumble, 
when eating at a local cafe went “all out” 
in ordering a good meal. Her hunger ap- 
peased, she blithely stepped up to the 
ceshier’s stand and reached in her purse 
to discover she had no money She must 
get back to work so she couldn’t wash 


dishes,—what to do! After the usual pre- 
liminaries she was permitted to sign her 
name and leave. Though the season 
wanes, vacations seemingly do not. Elaine 
Hawkins vacationed in Texas and New 
Orleans, La.; Ruth Straka, Kansas City, 
Missouri; Bernice Itzen, Ruth and Lola 
Hetherington went on a tour of Colo- 
rado Springs, Estes Park and Grand Lake, 
Colorado. Minnie Allen visited in David 
City: Lillian Hubbard, Kansas City; Ina 
Ozenbaugh, Kenosha, Wisconsin; Addalene 
Lorenson, Fargo, N. D.; Darlene Johannes, 
California; Mary Emerson, Wisconsin and 
Ontario, Canada; Dorothy Darnold, * Estes 
Park, Colorado; Betty Kroeger, Grand 
Island; Lillian Campbell, Chillicothe and 
Brookfield, Missouri, and Tecumseh; Alice 
Munson, Yellowstone National Park; Betty 
Vogelsang, New York City; Vernita Vorce, 
Tobias; Jo Waples, Leavenworth, Kansas; 
Maxine Pointer, Nelson, Nebraska, Anne 
Meyers, Blair, Nebraska; Jo Lococo, Chi- 
cago and Cleveland, Ohio; Jo Miaitchell, 
Kansas City and Marshalltown, Iowa; Vir- 
ginia Stiles, Duncan, Nebraska; Hazel 


Arthur May, 13 year old son of 
Jess May, Lincoln service depart- 
ment, is pictured in one of life’s big 
moments. Arthur has been lying in 
a full cast at Bryan Memorial Hos- 
pital for several weeks following 
surgery on an injured hip. His 
scout troop enjoyed a Lincoln A’s 
baseball game in early August and 
remembered Art by buying a new 


Newan, California; Hazel Nichols, Okla- 
homa; Lillian Schafer, St. Paul, Minne- 
sota; Carol Strohm, Cleveland, Ohio; Mary 
Stava, Douglas; Laverne Brown, Colorado; 
Alice France and Aldean Steinhoff, St. 
Louis; Jean Roberts, —Tacoma, Washing- 
ton; Veda Nichols, Denver; and Doris 
Murphy, Lucille Buss, Opal Thimgan, 
Gladys Trumble, Irene Dreeszen. Arta 
Sexton, Gertrude King, Blanche Logan, 
Ruth Furry, Mary Stava, Viola Clough and 
Esther Borchers stayed at home. ... One 
day recently a permanent light persisted 
in shining on the PBX board. Upon in- 
vestigation it was learned that Ina Ozen- 
baugh, acting chief operator, had hung up 
the chief operator’s telephone on the test 
telephone hook instead of the right one. 
. Lenora Schwartz spent the week-end 
in Cheyenne, Wyoming at the rodeo... 
Mrs. Goslin, mother of Ruth Goslin, and 
Mrs. Hetherington, mother of Ruth and 
Lola Hetherington are recuperating at 
home after being hospitalized. We are 
glad to welcome Marie Portsche back to 
our midst after her long absence. Also, 
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ball and having the Lincoln players 
autograph it for him. On that night 
Freddy Wells pitched his best game 
of the season, and was elected to 
make the presentation of the ball 
to the young fan. Here Freddy is 
shown, the next morning. auto- 
graphing the boy's cast while a 
smiling Arthur holds his prized 
baseball. 
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Darlene Gans, who is working in Traffic 
again after being in California. . . . Vir- 
ginia Stiles believes in being on time for 
work. One mornnig she appeared for 
work at 9 o’clock, when she was scheduled 
to start work at 6:00 P. M.. . .. Work is 
being done in the installation of new boards. 
. .. Evelyn Vinkenberg and Lillian Schafer 
visited at the former’s farm in Alexandria 
recently. The trip home in the evening 
was highlighted by the sudden disappear- 
ance of the car lights, which after a couple 
of miles, came on again. 


General Office 


Jeanne Hueppe!sheuser, Associate Editor 


Vacations spotlight the news this time. 
. . . Frances Harmon traveled to the west 
coast. San Francisco and Los Angeles were 
her two main stops. She brought back a 
couple of fine bathing pictures which your 
correspondent has been trying desperately 
to “snatch,” but so far no luck. ... Rod 
Andrews journeyed to Washington and New 
York and reports a wonderful trip. 
Dona Olson spent her two weeks visiting 
various points in Nebraska. . . . Clarabelle 
Schroll made a one week trip to Colorado 
Springs and is saving one week for later. 
Our boss, Mr. Young, is in Wyoming 
—no doubt enjoying some grand fishing. 
Speaking of fishing, Dick Hobson says he 
is going to do a lot of it when his two weeks 
roll around. “Yours Truly” plans to 
spend her two weeks beginning Labor Day 
at the Lake of the Ozarks. Minnie 
Stieber of the Cafeteria has just returned 
from a trip through Wisconsin. ... Mary 
Tice, Betty Nyhoff and Marcia Watson 
spent their vacation time around home. 
Guess that takes care of all the vacations 
we know about. We'll catch the ones we 
missed next time. 


Southern District 
Wilma Stolzenburg, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Florence Fruehling, Correspondent 

Thayer Morgan spent her vacation in 
Sunny California and it seems to be a 
mystery what Leta Holscher did... . Seems 
as if one of our Plant Department men, 
namely Myron Birdsley, had a little trouble 
with his driving one day lately and found 
himself upside down along a country road. 
We are only glad you came out as well 
as you did. . . . Vacations are still in full 
swing with Stella M. Clark, Chief Oper- 
ator, visiting in Junction City, Kansas, Falls 
City and Stella, Nebraska, and Gladys 
Neugebauer, night operator spending her 
leisure hours at home. From the Plant De- 
partment we have G. E. Eggleston who went 
to Denver and M. A. Birdsley who is va- 
cating at present, and from the Commercial 
Department, Sterling Nelson, Area Man- 
ager, journeyed to Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 
and Florence Fruehling, cashier, enjoyed 
hers in Minnesota and Iowa. 


Beatrice Area 


Phyllis Workman, Norma Rutan and Shirley 
Johnson, Correspondents 


Vacations constitute the greater share of 
the news from the Beatrice Area. Dorothy 


_. Four pictures taken by Rosalie Stewart of Pawnee City show some of the girls of that 
city at work at the switchboard or in the business office. Left to right, Rosalie Stewart; 
eee evening chief operator; Avis Collar, cashier; and Cecile Morehead, chief 
operator. 


Summers vacationed in Chicago. Ruth Kie- 
sow and Pauline Portschy report a won- 
derful trip to Denver and Colorado Springs 
where they visited two former traffic em- 
ployees, Wilma Bethel of Denver and Mrs. 
Phyllis Theobald of Colorado Springs. Mar- 
cella O’Bryan spent most of her vacation 
in Grand Island. Chris Mason, cashier, 
spent a restful vacation at home. We do 
know that she and hubby spent several 
leisure afternoons at the pool. Mr. Dicken- 
man spent one week of his vacation at 
home, the lucky man has two more weeks 
to look forward to. Harlan Gillespie got in 
his trusty Chevy and took off for the Rodeo 
in Sidney, Iowa, incidentally this makes the 
14th consecutive year that he has at- 
tended the Rodeo there. Mr. Burge, Dis- 
trict Manager, took off for Minnesota while 
Frank Nevitt traveled to Yellowstone Na- 
tional park. . . . Florence Buehler is pinch- 
hitting in the Commercial office while 
Mildred Morris is on a Leave of Absence 
John Brockmeyer, Sr., is all smiles 
these days—and for a good reason—Johnny, 
Jr., sailor, is spending his leave at home. 
Wanda Bott and Barbara Roland are 
the envy of many of the girls in the traffic 
department because of their beautiful sun 
tans which they attained by spending many 
a sunny hour at the Riverside pool. 
Rethal Falk journeyed to Canada on her 
vacation to fish, Betty Puckett went to 
Kansas City, Lela Watson our Chief Oper- 
ator reports a wonderful time in Denver and 
the Colorado Rockies. Hattie Elmshaeuser 
also vacationed in Colorado, the Menninga 
sisters went home to the farm and Marie 
Keefover and Vey Warren decided to spend 
their hours of leisure at home. ... Dot 
Nickels of the traffic is sporting a pretty 
diamond. You’ve no doubt heard of 
very ambitious people—well, the Beatrice 
Plant has just such a person cause you see 
Archie Stansbury spent his vacation work- 
ing in the harvest field. Wilma Stol- 
zenburg and husband vacationed in the 
Colorado Rockies. Norma Jean Rutan 
and husband and Shirley Searcey and hus- 
band spent a recent week-end at the Paxton 
Hotel in Omaha. Zelda Edwards, traf- 
fic employee, at Wymore is vacationing at 
home. 
Fairbury Area 
Leila Watts, Correspondent 
Vacationers from this area include Man- 
dane Reid who divided her time between 
home and Lincoln, Gerald Caley who 


worked in the harvest fields in Delphos, 
Kansas, Irene Smalldon who is spending a 
week in York visiting her parents and other 
relatives who are also on vacation and 
Dorcas Slater who vacationed in Denver 
and while there visited the Brewery. She 
says the fall there was caused by the wet 
floor but we really doubt it a bit. 
Idonna Landis visited in Eugene and Spring- 
field, Ohio, on her vacation, while there she 
visited the National Forest and went across 
McKenzie Pass and also viewed the famous 
“Three Sisters” mountains. Eileen Aubert 
vacationed in California. She tells of the 
genuine Indian parade in Gallup, New Mex- 
ico and of her trip through Yosemite Park. 
Arlene Cline, Irene Smalldon and Emilie 
Bleich chose South Dakota to spend their 
leisure hours and Velda Schipper went fish- 
ing in cool Minnesota. The question is what 
did she catch. ... J. C. Gear is vacation- 
ing in the state of Washington visiting his 
sons there. And from Daykin Mrs. Carman 
is spending some visiting in Lincoln. 

Berl Strayer, Plant Department and Ricka 
Schenk, Traffic Department have returned 
to work after spending some time on the 
sick list. On the week end of the 4th 
of July Beryl Leslie visited in Denver with 
her sister and family, Eileen Aubert went 
to Fort Madison, Ia., and Betty Shepherd 
got a good sunburn this week-end. You 
see she was riding a combine. 


Tecumseh Area 

Mary Kalin and Rosalie Stewart, Correspondents 

The Tecumseh Traffic Department h-s 
a new Chief Operator. Wanda Remmers is 
handling the position which was vacated 
when Miss Bornemeier transferred to Weep- 
ing Water. We're happy to have Mary 
Meister working here. She was transferred 
from Humboldt when that exchange wes 
converted to dial. Waldo Herrington, 
the janitor, had a trying time one Satur- 
day when he thought he was applying floor 
wax to the floor but it turned out to be some 
sort of wax used on cables. It made the 
floor slick and Waldo had to scrub it three 
times to get it off. Incidentally while 
Waldo is on vacation Vern Johnson is sub- 
stitute janitor. Bill Eckles was helping 
dust one day, and when he went to pull 
his handkerchief out of his pocket he found 
he was using the dust rag instead. 
Henri Goracke fell down into the basement 
in her home and got a bruised ankle and a 
bad gash on her leg. We’re betting that 
next time she’ll make sure there’s some 


-- aif 20 \ piel 


steps there before she tries to walk down 
cellar. ... Lois Mahoney spent a vaca- 
tion the way one shouldn’t be spent—in 
the hospital. She’s back at work and look- 
ing fine. Alice Johnson had a rather 
embarrassing moment recently. She had 
bought a birthday cake, including candles, 
for her dad. As she had to work she put it 
in her locker but when she got ready to 
leave, she was in a hurry and grabbed her 
package, the cake she thought. She put 
it down on the back seat of the car and told 
everyone not to smash it, but imagine her 
surprise when she opened the package and 
found—not a cake—but an old pair of over- 
shoes!. ... Henri Goracke and Wanda 
Remmers both attended the Rodeo at Sid- 
ney, Iowa. The girls from the Traffic 
and Commercial Departments enjoyed a de- 
lightful picnic supper on Goldie Thompson’s 
front porch, recently. There was yummy 
fried chicken, potato salad, and all the trim- 
mings and topped off with a luscious water- 
melon. Everyone was present to enjoy it all 
to the last crumb. From Pawnee City 
we have news that Dora Corn, night oper- 
ator, spent her vacation with her daughter 
in Kansas City. ... Mr. Smith built a 
trailer in his basement during his vacation 
and now we just wonder how he will ever 
get it out. . . . Mrs. Morehead attended the 
races in Columbus and the rest of her vaca- 
tion was spent in Lincoln with her daugh- 
ter. Ellen Marshall and Rosalie Stewart 
enjoyed leisure time at home. Carl Fran- 
zen spent his vacation at his home in 
Marquette. Vryl Clark timed his vacation 
wrong, but how was he to know high water 
would prevent him from leaving town. Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank McDonald returned from 
Minnesota where they spent a couple of 
weeks. Jo Anne Stitt, of Baudette, 
Minnesota, formerly employed at Pawnee 
City visited the office while on vacation 
here. Lyla Stewart, our fishing ex- 
pert, spent a week-end at Burwell and Lake 
Erickson. She says the “big ones got away.” 

Harold Drake and “Flop” Eckles both 
spent their vacations in Minnesota in search 
of that elusive Mr. Fish. Raymond 
Johnson took his fishing tackle to Iowa one 
recent Sunday. He won’t say, but our guess 
is that the game warden made him throw 
his catch back in because he came home 
empty handed. . . . Elizabeth Taylor broke 
the speed record in getting up by the dawn’s 
early light and going to a breakfast spon- 
sored by the Golf Club one morning re- 
cently. . .. Sarah Flower entertained vis- 
itors from Omaha and Wichita, Kansas this 
past month. Mr. Ryan had dialed a 
local subscriber’s number and when a fem- 
inine voice answered he promptly identi- 
fied himself, and to his surprise found him- 
self speaking to the secretarial service op- 
erator in the very next room. Virginia 
Crom is displaying a new diamond. 

Wilber Area 


Lavina McElroy and Hotilda Eurich, 
Correspondents 


Mr. and Mrs. Edward Massie left August 
8 on a vacation trip to Portland, Oregon, 
and Dorothea Heckman, also of Friend, en- 
joyed a week of her vacation visiting at 
Lexington and Ogallala, while there she 


saw the Kingsley Dam. The other week 
she spent at home just resting. ... Stella 
Stanley of Beatrice relieved Ethelyn Jones, 
Chief Operator at Dorchester while she 
spent her vacation in Livermore, California 
visiting her father and her sister. . . . Lloyd 
Miller and family of Wilber visited rela- 
tives in California. Adela Stehlik en- 
tertained her sister Mrs. R Holcomb and 
son Dick of Sheridan, Wyoming during the 
last week of her vacation. Mrs. Holcomb 
was a former operator at Wilber. . . . Lumir 
Vosika and family spent 10 days vacation- 
ing in’ Estes Park, Colorado sight seeing 
and visiting friends. Lloyd Miller and 
his Wilber Ball Club are preparing to strut 
their stuff for the first time on the newly 
lighted Legion Field on Tuesday, July 26. 

Anna Aden spent her vacation visit- 
ing her sister in Omaha and Norma Fort is 
vacationing somewhere at the present time, 
maybe we’ll know later. Irene Combs 
was a recent visitor at the Wilber exchange. 


Western District 


Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 
Geneva-Hebron Area 
Velma Garland and Verna Dankenbring, 
Correspondents 

Lettie Allgood, the lucky girl, has been 
on leave of absence, touring Texas, New 
Mexico, and all points in that direction 
with her folks. Eita Griffin spent her vaca- 
tion at home and at Palisade, Nebraska. Mr. 
Minich of the Geneva Plant Department 
spent part of his vacation in Norfolk, but 
mostly he was just loafin’. Velma Garland, 
cashier, spent her vacation at home with 
her folks in Ohiowa. ... Muriel Pearson has 
been talking about the baby she and her 
husband were going to adopt for a long 
time, and that great day finally arrived. 
Paul Edward arrived July 12 and we hear 
he is just a darling! We want to offer our 
best wishes for the entire family. . . . Con- 
gratulations are in order for Bonnie All- 
good and Carol Weis who have completed 
their toll training. . . . Gladys Stiers and 
Maxine Stolzenburg, Geneva Traffic De- 
partment, are back to work after spending 
their vacations at home with their fam- 
ilies. ... A shower was given at the home 
of Carol Weis, Traffic Department, Geneva, 
on August 16th, in honor of Mary Troyer. 
Miss Troyer was presented with a lovely 
gift. Games were played and a luncheon 
was served. Miss Troyer was honored as 
she was a bride-elect of August 25th. Miss 
Markuson, Traveling Chief Operator, was 
a special guest. ... Assistant Chief Oper- 
ator, Erma Dixon, ‘Traffic Department, 
Geneva, is on leave of absence recuperating 
from a recent operation. . .. Adeline Kripal, 
Hebron operator, spent an enjoyable week- 
end at Lake Okoboji in Iowa and also at 
Spirit Lake in Minnesota. Margaret 
Bethscheider, Chief Operator, Hebron, is 
spending her vacation in Wellington, Colo- 
rado, visiting relatives. Heine Taedter of 
the Hebron Plant Department is also 
spending his vacation in Colorado. ...A 
bridal shower was given for Adeline Kripal 
on Thursday, August 18, by Gwen Thomp- 
son, Hebron operator, and her sister, Mrs. 


Bell Marhanke. She received many lovely 
and useful gifts. Miss Kripal is to be a 
bride in October. . . . Regina Bethscheider 
spent an enjoyable vacation in Wisconsin 
this year. Mary Bethscheider is spending 
her vacation in Oakland, California, visit- 
ing relatives. ... If you ever want to know 
how to bet on horses, just ask Gwen 
Thompson or Eva Stutz, because their 
horse finished first at a race in Lincoln. 
They were certainly happy girls... . Betty 
Nacke, ‘Traffic Department, received a 
lovely diamond not too long ago. Congratu- 
lations, Betty. 
Hastings Area 
Betty Hudson and Bonita Beiriger, 
Correspondents 

With midsummer well past and fall just 
around the corner, the vacation season for 
many is now but a cherished memory. 


However, wonderful while they last, they 
can end all too soon. Lyla Klein and Rae 
Ellen Grannis, we are sure, are two people 
who will heartily agree with us. Lyla 
and Rae Ellen picked up bag and baggage 
and headed for the state of Washington, 
Camas to be exact, where we know you girls 
had a marvelous vacation judging from all 
of the “Having a wonderful time, wish you 
were here” postcards you were sending the 
hometown folks. We might mention, too, 
that enroute home they traveled through 
scenic California. Frances Gemar, one of 
those new brides but no longer biushing, 
spent her vacation just loafin’. It seems 
that “Porky,” her husband, and Frances just 
couldn’t get their vacations to match. Oh 
well, cheer up, kid, maybe you can take 
two, or has he already taken his? .. 

Helen Simons we hear was also a stay-at- 


A Golfing Family 


Sixteen year old Barbara Bryan 
of Lincoln had one of the biggest 
thrills of her life this summer when 
she came out on the long end of a 
7-9 score over Mrs. Thelma Wood 
to win the first flight of the Ladies’ 
City Golf Tournament. The com- 
petition was held at Pioneers Golf 
Course. We’re not sure, however, 
that her parents, Bernie and Doro- 
thy Bryan, pictured above with 
her, didn’t get almost as excited as 
Barbara. All three are golf enthu- 
stasts and spend much time to- 
gether on the greens and fairways. 
Mrs. Bryan is an operator in the 
Lincoln Traffic Department. 
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Barbara took up the game two 
years ago and developed rapidly 
into a very fire player, hitting the 
ball far and straight with a smooth, 
natural swing that makes the game 
look easy. She won the Lincoln 
High School girls’ tournament last 
spring and this year made a good 
showing in the Trans-Mississippt 
tournament at Lincoln, losing her 
match one down on 18 against stiff 
competition. Right now she is 
sharpening up her game and told 
us confidentially a few days ago 
that if she gets good enough she 
thinks her Mom and Dad will let 
her go to Dallas, Texas, next sum- 
mer for the 1950 Trans-Mississippt. 


home—could it be that she just couldn’t 
part with sisters, Goldia and Cecile, or do 
you suppose she was just hanging around 


so she could keep an eye on him? . 
line Lamps, night operator, spent her nice 
three weeks sleeping at night for a change. 
We hope that as a result you won’t find 
yourself falling asleep at the switchboard 
when bedtime rolls around. . Speaking 
of night operators, we might mention that 
Belle Meester, Night Chief Operator, va- 
cationed in Portland, Oregon, where she 
spent a nice long vacation visiting her 
daughter. Belle looked forward to this 
trip with eager anticipation for weeks; she 
was so eager in fact that a few days before 
departure she started to leave the building 
with her headset on. . . . Beatrice Rohrer, 
Cashier, had a nice time just ignoring the 
alarm clock each working morning. It 
must be great just to stick your nose deeper 
into the pillow when the sun starts to come 
up. We hope you enjoyed your vacation, 
Bea. . . . Goldia Simons spent one week 
of her vacation in Kearney visiting a former 
teacher who teaches at the State College. 
She found out that going to summer school: 
can be fun, especially with different ones 
to baby-sit each class, isn’t it Goldia?. ... 
Mary Anderson, clerk, is now in Geneva 
working as a vacation relief while the cash- 
ier is On vacation. Ralph Wait and 
family are vacationing at Red Feather Lake 
in Colorado and seem to be having the time 
of their lives. We hope he doesn’t forget 
to come back to work! Ed Flowerday, Area 
Manager, and family spent their vacation 
in Colorado also. One week was spent in 
Estes and partly in Denver, and then they 
returned to Seward to spend a week with 
relatives. Ed reports that they had a very 
nice time. Nadine Johnson, clerk in the 
Commercial Department, spent an enjoy- 
able two weeks in Dixon and Bloomington, 
Iowa, visiting relatives and friends. We are 
glad you enjoyed your vacation, Nadine. 
The local Iowans must be very friendly 
after hearing what Nadine has told about 
her vacation. Coralee Utecht, our 
country gal in the Traffic Department, spent 
her vacation at home getting her fill of 
good country air. Coralee says she was kept 
busy chasing cows, Pigs and chickens. . . 

Betty Hemberger is back from her vacation. 
Betty spent part of it at home in Holstein, 
Nebraska, but got lonesome for a certain 
fellow and spent the rest of it in Hastings. 
It would make one believe the saying, “Ab- 
sence makes the heart grow fonder” be- 
cause upon her return Betty received a 
lovely diamond ring. Congratulations Betty. 
We hear the date is set for late Septem- 
ber and we hope you will be very happy. 
... Moreane Alldritt, Assistant Chief Oper- 
ator, spent her vacation fishing, but of 
course, in Iowa. Moreane refuses to tell how 
many fish she caught, because she knows 
no one will believe her, “But did I tell you 
about the one that got away??” .. . Kay 
Arnold is back from a fishing trip spent 
near the Great Lakes of Nebraska. The rest 
of her vacation she spent at home just re- 
laxing. Besides doing all the things 
people usually do on _ vacations, Marie 


. . Caro- 


Pearson, Chief Operator, also saw a ball- 
game, between the New York Yankees and 
the Philadelphia team. The remainder 
of her vacation was spent in seeing the 
sights of New York and visiting her friends 
and relatives. If you haven’t been to New 
York engage yourself in a conversation 
with Miss Pearson and we believe you will 
hear many interesting things about New 
York. ... Audrey Ransom and Jerry Paul- 
son spent their vacations in Estes Park, 
Colorado, and Grand Lake, Colorado. De- 
spite the warning Audrey’s conscience was 
giving her, she rode a horse. Can’t you just 
hear onlookers remark, “Audrey Rides 
Again,” but we wonder if Audrey is say- 
ing, “Never Again!”??? It was quite an ex- 
perience for Audrey; she was doing’ fine 
until the horse started on a slow trot and 
Audrey nearly fell off. To make matters 
worse, if they could be, she also got kicked 
in trying to find a suitable horse to ride. 
The question of the month is: “Will Audrey 
ride again??” Colorado seems to be 
the vacation spot. Bonita Beiriger visited 
friends and relatives near Monta Vista, 
Colorado. She reports that fishing is all 
right but if you can’t catch any, leave it 
alone! Bonita was lucky enough to catch 
two big ones, so she says. Bonita has proof 
though because she had them frozen and 
brought them back to prove her “fish story.” 
. . . Others vacationing are Erma Keenan, 
Lois Brown, and Donnabelle Schumann. 
Have a nice time you people. ... A char- 
tered bus, filled with ball players and 
guests, spent a day in Lincoln attending 
the Annual Family Picnic. The girls spent 
as much time as possible shopping and then 
hurried off to the picnic. They took part 
in almost all of the contests and brought 
home many prizes including a few chickens 
won in one of the many contests. Despite 
the rain the ball game was played but was 
called off at the fifth inning. Hastings, 
being badly behind, lost. Had the weather 
been good we still think that our team could 
have won. Call it loyalty, but we have 
faith in our baseball team. Our new 
toll students this month are Donna Larsen 
and Janet Harves with Olive Hess as their 
instructor. . . . Mrs. Johnson, formerly 
Charlotte Keller, spent a few days in Bone- 
steel, South Dakota, with her husband and 
returned with one thought in mind and that 
was to find a place to live. A few days 
later, Charlotte bought a trailer house... . 
Joan Vap is spending a week in Billings, 
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Montana, visiting her brother and family. 
.. . Betty Capron is back after spending a 
few days in Chicago. She also attended the 
Railroad Fair. ... Pat Stransky spent sev- 
eral days in Iowa attending her grand- 
mother’s funeral. 


Superior Area 


LuEtta Braun, Correspondent 


Lloyd “Shrimp” Whitney had the misfor- 
tune of loosing his glasses while fishing re- 
cently. While trying to reel in a 13 pound 
fish, a twig caught his glasses and tossed 
them out in the river. He dived into the 
water after them but after ten minutes 
searching he decided to go back after the 
fish so he would be sure to get it. A few 
days later he came back to the office with 
two wasp stings. It doesn’t rain without 
pouring, does it Shrimp”? We guess 
maybe we are picking on Lloyd this time 
but just one more joke. Whenever he is test- 
ing a headset or telephone he calls the 
Commercial Office, which is telephone num- 
ber 2 and asks “How much are you paying 
for oats today?” One day Lloyd didn’t get 
number 2 and the lady who answered didn’t 
have any oats to sell and told him in short 
order that he must have the wrong number. 
After this we’ll wager he will listen for a 
familiar voice to answer before he starts 
on his market prices. Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Kubat, Mary Ann Robinson, Bar- 
bara Bagley and Betty Webber attended 
the picnic in Lincoln August 13. Betty 
and Barbara went to do shopping on Friday 
and stayed for the picnic on Saturday. ... 
D. D. Eckles and Mary Ann Robinson are 
on vacation. Clara Chambers just returned 
from her vacation. Lois Frahm is a 
new operator in our Traffic Department. 
We wonder if Jim Bauer, Plant Department, 
had a hand in this. Now, did you Jim?? 
; Wilma Murphy, former operator at 
Nelson, also decided to lend a helping hand 
in our Superior Traffic Department. We 
hope you will like it here, Wilma, and we 
will do all we can to help you do that very 
thing. Frank Kubat, Area Manager, 
and Lloyd Whitney, Plant Department, cele- 
brated their thirty year anniversary with 
the Company this month. We don’t know 
what else is being celebrated by Frank, 
but we would be celebrating if we were 
sporting a new rocket Oldsmobile around as 
Frank is doing these days. Believe us, it is 
a honey! ... A new coke machine has been 
put in the lounge room in the basement 
and it is a verv nice addition. 


Sutton Area 


Norma Nuss, Correspondent 


Anna Larson, chief operator at Harvard, 
is enjoying a two weeks vacation away 
from the operating room. She has been 
spending part of her time visiting relatives 
near Grafton and Sutton. We all hope 
she has a nice time. ... C. A. Salisbury, 
Sutton Plant Department, has taken a leave 
of absence for thirty days to attend to some 
personal business in Bancroft, Nebraska. 
.. . Fred Adkins, area manager, has been 
on a three weeks vacation. Did you or did 
you not enjoy loafin’ around the office, 
Fred? We are kidding but Fred worried 


so about the place he couldn’t stay away 
from it. ... Edith Schleiger, chief operator, 
has been on a two weeks vacation but we 
do not have an account of what she did. 
Aren’t you giving out any news stories, 
Edith?? .. . Mrs. Catherine Cassell was 
presented with some prize gladiolus bulbs, 
which were planted with the greatest of 
care. Now with the gladiolus season in its 
height of glory, Catherine finds out that 
her garden has blossomed into quite a nice 
supply of winter onions !! 


York-Osceola Area 
Betty Beebe and Helen Garner, Correspondents 
Vacation time seems to be in full swing 
in all exchanges in the York-Osceola Area. 


‘ Joyce Jones of Polk spent her vacation at 


home and Corine Carlson enjoyed two 
weeks in California. Grace Lux of 
Shelby spent one week of her vacation at 
home. Edna Pflughaupt, York chief 
operator, spent her vacation in Denver vis- 
iting her brother. She reports she had a 
wonderful time. Knowing Edna, we know 
she did... . Minnie Shannann has returned 
from her vacation, which she spent in Lin- 
coln and at home. ... Fern Wilger spent 
her vacation at home. Most of her time 
was devoted to enticing fellow operators to 
go on picnics with her. She certainly en- 
joyed herself. .. . Malinda Stuhr spent her 
two weeks vacation in Colorado visiting 
relatives. . . . George Mehuron, wire chief, 
spent his vacation fishing and loafing. We 
hope everyone is enjoying their vacations 
as much as the York gang is. ... The 
other day a humorous incident occurred 
on our “Inward and Through” position. A 
distant operator asked, ‘Do you have num- 
ber 468 By?” Our operator replied nega- 
tively, at which time the calling party was 
heard to say, ’Operator, I know they have 
a number like that, I called just this morn- 
ing for Mr. X and the York operator said 
“The number is 468...by.” .. . Jerlene 
Matlock and Maxine Meradith are both 
sporting diamond rings. We wish them 
both much happiness. ... Just before Artis 
Bowen became Mrs. Donald Gee she was 
rushing around, stocking up on the essen- 
tial things such as towels and wash cloths. 
She dashed home and used one of the new 
towels without removing the wired price 
tag, and scratched her leg from ankle to 
knee. “Haste makes waste.” ... Fern Wil- 
ger, who was working on a relief trick, was 
required to go to work at 6:00 A.M. one 
morning. To these early hours she is not 
accustomed, which is very obvious as she 
showed up with her blouse on inside out. 
This was very cute, worn with a very red 
face. . . . Rita White had an emergency 
appendectomy last week. She is coming 
along fine now. We shall be glad to see her 
back at work. ... If you want to see some 
happy girls, visit the York Traffic Depart- 
ment. We have new plastic headsets, which 
are a far-cry from the old ones... . Fri- 
day, August 19th, Hattie Marquardt cele- 
brated an anniversary. She had worked 
for the Company for thirty years. She 
merited a party given by the York exchange 
and received a gift. Our hats are off to 
Hattie Marquardt. 


Carol Williams, who placed third in the 
Miss Lincoln contest. 


LL. T: and T. 


Three L. T. and T. girls won hon- 
ors this year in local beauty con- 
tests held as preliminaries to the 
annual Miss Nebraska pageant. 
They are Carol Williams of Lincoln 
Traffic, who placed third in the 
Miss Lincoln contest; Marian Kle- 
man of Beatrice Traffic, runner-up 
in the Miss Beatrice competition; 
and Peggy Mathis of Wahoo, who 
was selected as Miss Saunders 
County of 1949. The girls were 


Miss Williams displayed much talent as an 
acrobatic dancer. 


aif 23 fe 


Runner-up Marian Kleman of Beatrice in 
the Gage County judging. 


Beauty Queens 


judged for personality, talent, bath- 
ing suit appearance and evening 
gown appearance. All three won 
trophies and dark eyed Peggy 
Mathis of Wahoo also won some 
luggage, an evening gown, a bath- 
ing suit, and a trip to Lincoln for 
the Miss Nebraska pageant. 

Of course, well admit we're 
prejudiced. But from where we 
sit it looks like all three of our gals 
should have been Miss Nebraska. 


Miss Saunders County of 1949 was iS year 
old Peggy Mathis of Wahoo. 
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75 HOWLING KEY THE WHOLE MICHRORGURD AUAKE. 


THE KINDEST MAN WE KNOW 15 TED RAY, BEATRICE, WHO SLEPT SEVERAL NIGHTS BESIDE THE DOGHOUSE WITH HIS NEW AND [OESOME PuP. WHEN Tew JASN'T RIGHT TH 
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PAPER SS SSS” HENRY PEACHMAN, DRIVING 
BSees Se IN THE ROCKIES, FORGOT 10 

= ae: - TAKE A COAT ALONG. ON ONE 
— = HIGH CLIMB HE GOTS0 COLD 
THAT HE GOT OUT FROM BEHIND 
THE WHEEL, SNUGGLED 
DOWN IN THe BACK SEAT AND 
1° DRAPLD A BLANKET AROUND 
4. HIM, TOPPING OFF HIS 

x SNSeMBLe BY NEARAIG HI 
Bees HAT- 50 HIS BALD 
SPOT WOULDN'T CHILL. 
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eaten Tuas") op nn Se ON 
FIN AND Deeroone. ERAS OIC Se pte Jean ROBERTSON <: CHIEF OPERATOR 


WHO LENT HER MOTHER A OND Witt THE WASHING A re 
MONDA¥S AGO. WHEN TH K WRS DONE IMA JEA 
PROUDLY SURVEYED A Nerul OF GLEAMING OriTe 
CLOTHES - PICKED UP A TUB AND STARTED DOWN THE 
BACK STAIRS To EMPTY IT. nie eae DOWN aah 
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EE ES THIS” 15 THE WAY THINGS ARE ALWAYS HAPPENING 
Sia S21] TO ART HOLCOMB. HE WAS STANDING INTHE MIDDLE 
ie Ca OF A BEATRICE STREET WRITING INFORMATION ABD 
Bae | POLES AND WIRE ON A PAD OF PAPER... BOF CAM 
hee ep N ASS. ALONG ON Al BICYCLE, WITH A FISHING ROD ACROSS 


SHUT-EYE ! 


oo Ree AYN CAUGHT HER HEEL — AND THE POOR GIRL W 
e/a PRON ARE STS || THE RANDLE BARS,. 45 HE RODE BY THE Tip OF HEADLONG, iN A GRACEFUL SWAN DIVE » INTO Noe. 
eS 255s Oe — Ze RWW tee Le |) THE ROD CAUGHT OUR HERO INTHE PANTS AND 10B OF SOAP¥ WATER 
NE, GRE sae NEATLY RIPPED OUT THE SEAT! ART GOT RIGHT 


| ‘ae ini BEATRICE, DROVE INTO NER GARAGE: LATE ONE BACK INTO THE CAR - AND ALMOST HAD To COME 
SUNDAY. NIGHT, CLOSED THE DOOR AND SNAPPED THE Blo PADLOCK | 
SHUT. HEN SHE REALIZED GAT SHE HA VOCED HE Henlit a a ice cd ae 
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N a G 0 
GaING 1 SHOOT CHAUNC EY EGGERSS BORROWED 
SOMEBODY ! SF CAMERA FO? HIS COLORADO VACATION. 
“ay HE CLIMBED A MOUNTAIN, WENT 
UPA SKI LIFT HND DESCENDED 
B -f0 THE CANYON FLOOR, SHOOTING 
PICTURES IN ALL DIRECTIONS . 
Sa WHEN HE GOT BACK HOME 
H€ FOUND THAT HE HAD 
4AKEN ALL OF THEM ON 
Al SINGLE NEGATIVE. 


INTHE GARAGE. IT CONTAINED THE KEYS To THE PADLOC 
THE CAR THE APARTMENT BUILDING AND HER A 

D0 . SHE APPEARED AT THE TELE PHONE BL oli 
SOMETIME LATER LOOKING FOR A CROWBAR AND AN Ne 
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HEY! How Muct 
FOR THE PIANO ? 
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me AT THE END OF A NIBBLELESS 
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AFTERNOON GEO EXURON, 
2 TORK, Bet cg ¥L nD 


YJ HI5 APPROACHING MARRIAGE MUST 
HAVE INFLUENCED THE JUDGMENT OF 
GENE SCHRANK, ENGINEERING. . HE 
gay Al PIANO BEING PUSHED FROM # 
“ SECOND STORY WINDOW OF THE BUILDING 
WHICH WAS BEING WRECKED NEXT DOOR. GENE 
7 WANTED APIANO 50 HE RUSHED DOWN THE 
STAIRS AND BOUGHT IT AS ITLA¥ IN # 
SHATIERED HEAP ON THE GROUND. « 


Sea 
SLi 7 Zz AWAY. . THE FISH 
ee ee nee 
S D | 
a FeO Jone WATER. PEOPLE SAY THE 
IN THAT VICINITY BURNED WITH 
A GLEAR BLUE FLAME ae AN HOUR AFTERWARDS. 


AND JUST A5 LLOYD WHITNEY, 
SUPERIOR , WAS REELING IN A 
Ny © BiG CATFISH HE BACKED INTO 
A BRANCH OF A TREE. A TWIG 
SNAPPED BACK , LIFTED OFF 
— LLOYD'S GLASSES AND 1055£D 

- THEM OUT INTO THE RIVER 


earlier BOB CLIFFORD BOUGHT A NICE PORKER AT f SALE. 
HE DIDN'T WANT TO TURN THE ANIMAL LOOSE IN HIS NEW 
CAR ,90 HE TIED HIM IN A SACK AND PUT HIM IN THE TRUNK , 
LEAVING THE LID AJAR $0 THE SWINE COULD BREATHE. 
WHEN HE GOT HOME THE SACK WAS THERE BUT THE HOG 
WAS GONE , AND IN SPITE OF BOB'S EARNEST EFFORTS, 
HHS NEVER BEEN LOCATED. 


THAT LL BE EIGHT CENTS FOR GAS 


: AND OIL MAM- AND WOULD You GLORIA ZIER, 
| WANT ME TO BREATHE SOME fin § (ACCOUNTING) Has # 
DICK HANSEN, COMING N 8 ee f1 ROM INTO THE TIRES ? BRAND NEW MIDGET 
OMAHA, WAS TOLD BY THe CONDUCTOR THAT HE STATION WAGON AND SHE 
WOULD HELP HIM OFF THE TRAIN. . . DICK WAS BURNED TO A CRISP THE 


THOUGHT THAT WAS VERY NICE . HE WAITED f° : < FIRST TIME SHE DROVE INTO # 
UNTIL THE OTHER PASSENGERS WERE OFF =¢ 7% 2, — SERVICE STATION To GET IT 
THE TRAIN, WHEN THE CONDUCTOR RETURNED, yes FILLED WITH GAS AND OIL... 
GENTLY TOOK HIS ARM, HALF-CARRIED HIM To THE WE HAVEN'T CHECKED THE STORY 
S{EPS AND WAS GOING 10 SUPPORT HIM INTO THE FOR COMPLETE ACCURACY, BUT 
DEPOT WHEN DICK REALIZED THAT THE TRAINMAN THIS 15 THE WAY IT WAS 
THOUGHT HE WAS AN INVALID. DICK THINKS IT 4OLD TO US. 

WAS # CASE OF MISTAKEN IDENTITY. HE 15 
SURE HE DIDN'T LOOK THAT WEAK / 


ONE STORMY DAY AT FIVE, 1. J.DEVOE WAS PACING BACK 
AND FORTH IN FRONT OF THE BUILDING, TELLING ALL 
AND SUNDRY THAT HIS WIFE HAD “STOOD HIM UP" BY 
NOT MEETING HIM ON TIME. . HE STOPPED SHORT IN 
4HE MIDDLE OF A PARAGRAPH WHEN HE SAW HIS OWN 
CAR PARKED RIGHT IN FRONT OF HIM AT THE CURB. THEN 
IT ALL CAME BACK~THAT HE HAD DRIVEN AND PARKED 
IT HIMSELF THAT AFTERNOON « 
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Something New in the Directory 
and Information Departments 


The HWaily Addendum 


JHEN an information operator at 
Lincoln answers a call now she 
doesn’t have to wrestle a 19 inch binder 
or scan through hand written listings to 
find the number she wants. It’s all 
there now in a handy sized binder 
about as large as the telephone direc- 
tory and listings are on up-to-date 
printed sheets. 

This has come about since the last 
Lincoln directory was printed when the 
new method of compiling informaton 
and directory records was initiated. It’s 
called the daily addendum which, as 
its name implies, means that new list- 
ings are added daily as telephones are 
installed, moved or changed. 


The new routine is quite simple and 


so far is working out very well. At the 
end of each business day, copies of 
completed orders are taken to the 
printer, the State Journal Printing Com- 
pany, where type is set and listings are 
printed on sheets which are inserted 
in the front of each information binder. 
Listings are inserted in the “addendum” 
in alphabetical order by the printer each 
day and new “addendum” sheets are 
printed. At the end of 30 days the 
new listings which have accumulated 
on the “addendum” sheets are cut in 
alphabetically in the information manu- 
script and new manuscripts are printed 
after “removes” are taken out. The 
“addendum” is then started again with 


the printing of the next day’s orders. 
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The directory department receives proofs 
of the addendum each day after new listings 
are added by the printer and checks the new 
list from completed orders to insure accuracy. 
At left are Gertrude Holmes and Jean 
Schulz. Ella DaMoude is pictured below. 


In practice, an information operator 
looks first for a desired listing in the 
“addendum” sheets and if the listing is 
not there she looks in the main manu- 
script. This, of course, means that in 
some cases it is necessary to look in 
two places to find the listing. How- 
cver, since most calls to Information 
are for new or changed listings, the de- 
sired information is usually found on 
the addendum sheets. 

The new method has several advan- 
tages, the principal one of which is the 
improvement in the reference record 
used by the information department. 
The system, however, is a boon to the 
directory department also because it 
makes possible the maintenance of an 
up-to-date directory manuscript thus 
eliminating the need for much compila- 
tion and proof reading when the direc- 
tory closes. Time is saved in printing 
also because fewer proofs are needed 
and forms for the presses can be made 
ready sooner. The over-all cost under 
the new method is expected to be some- 
what reduced principally because of 
savings in compilation and proof 
reading. 


Cecilia Swift, information operator, opens 
the new, convenient sized manuscript binder 
to look up a number for a customer, The 
binder contains listings of customers in alpha- 
betical order and reference lists of telephone 
numbers which have been removed or 
changed. The rotary file mounted on the 
switchboard contains a list of subscribers ar- 
ranged by address. 
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No Fish But 
Lots of Fun 


At Pioneer Stag 


N AN event which received advance 

billing as the “top of the men’s social 
season,” the Pioneer Chapter opened 
its current entertainment program with 
a stag fishing party at Burr Hughes’ 
cabin, near Beaver Crossing, on the 
week-end of September 17. Thirty fish- 
ermen were counted among those pres- 
ent. The group gathered from all parts 
of the territory, with the West-end 
being particularly well represented. 

Saturday evening was spent in remi- 
niscing, consuming huge amounts of 
food and in playing games which, we 
hasten to state, were legalized forms of 
bingo. Had there been a prize for 
angling it would have been won by 
Waldo McDowell, who pulled in the 
only fish that could be enticed upon a 
hook—and it was only a bullhead, piti- 


At left, Chauncey Eggerss, Pioneer social chairman, makes notes 
as he confers with his board of strategy, Ray Baldwin of Lincoln 
and George Miers of Seward. To this committee goes the credit for 


WESTERN DISTRICT DELEGATION—Men from the Western District proved that they 
are lovers of the great outdoors and the fine art of angling. The largest group ever to turn 
out for this annual Pioneer event was on hand for the fun. Left to right, Ralph Wait, George 
Mehuron, Alex Pauley, Howard Lahr, Jack Mankamyer, John Spady, Lloyd Cleveland, Jack 
Mason, Chuck Salisbury, D. C. Wilson, Ed Flowerday, Jim Dudgeon and Bill Mouden. 


fully haggard and emaciated. Old hands 
at the game said the stream was swollen 
and muddy from recent rains thus ac- 
counting for the poor catch. 

The eating orgy was something to 
enter in the book of records. For supper 
the boys waded through a heaped-up 
table of succulent fried chicken, with 
plentiful and sundry trimmings. At 
midnight the capable chef, C. C. Don- 
ley, sounded the dinner bell for a spread 
ot turtle-dove on toast, the ingredients 
being furnished with the compliments 
of the Hughes Brothers of Seward. Life 
isn't going to be easy for the wives of 
the Pioneers who sat down to this re- 


a highly successful outing. At right, Ralph Wait of Hastings closes 


past; all of whom insist that it was the 
most savory morsel to ever roll across 
their tongues. For Sunday morning 
breakfast came a deluge of bacon and 
eggs. rolls and coffee, fried potatces, 
etc., prepared by Social Chairman 
Chauncey Eggerss and, though it is 
hard to believe, the plates were licked 
clean for the third time in a few short 
hours. 

A volunteer committee composed of 
the Chefs Donley and Eggerss, George 
Miers of Seward and Ray Baldwin of 
Lincoln took care of the important 
chores of cooking and other kitchen 
assignments. 


his eyes in ecstasy as he munches on his fourth drum stick. Gathered 
around the table with him are Lloyd Cleveland, John Spady, Roy 
Mills ,Waldo McDowell, Ken Boshart and Bill Morris. 
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Meet a Director 
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Charles T. Stuart pictured in his office at 757 Stuart Building. 


UR Company director to make his 

appearance this month through the 
pages of the “News” in the current 
series of introductory biographical 
sketches is Charles T. Stuart of Lincoln 
who was elected a member of the Board 
-in February, 1944. 

Mr. Stuart is a Lincoln man, having 
spent his youth and the greater portion 
of his years in business in Nebraska's 
Capital City. He received his education 
here, where he is an alumnus of Lincoln 


High School and the Class of 1933 of 


the University of Nebraska. His prin- 
cipal business interests at the present 
time are with the Best Hardware and 
Appliance Company and Radiotime, 
Incorporated, both of which organiza- 
tions he heads as president. 

He is a son of the late Charles Stuart, 
one of the Company’s staunch backers 
in its early days and a member of its 
Board from 1912 to 1938. Before his 
father’s death in 1938, he was associ- 
ated with him in the management of 
the Stuart Building and Stuart family 


farms and in 1939 was elected president 
of the Stuart Investment Company 
which position he held until disposing 
of his interests in the organization in 
1948. 

Among Mr. Stuart’s directorships, 
past and. present, are those of the First 
National Bank of Lincoln, the Lincoln 
Chamber of Commerce, Union Ter- 
minal Warehouse Company and Sidles 
Company. At the present time he is 
chairman of the Future Lincoln Council 
of the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce, 
of which he is a life member, and is a 
past chairman of the New Industry 
Committee of the Chamber. He has 
served as a member of the Budget Com- 
mittee of the Lincoln Community Chest 
and as a trustee of the First Plymouth 
Congregational Church. Among _ the 
organizations of which he is a member 
are the Sesostris Temple of the Shrine, 
Scottish Rite, the Elks, University Club 
and Lincoln Country Club. He 1s a 
trustee of the University of Nebraska 
Foundation and of the Scroll Endow- 
ment Fund of Phi Delta Theta Frater- 
nity. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart make their home 
at 1040 Crestdale Road in Lincoln, 
with their fine family of two sons, 12 
and.15 years of age, and a daughter 
who is 8. All of the Stuarts are great 
outdoor enthusiasts and devote much 
time to the hobbies of fishing and hunt- 
ing. 
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KO %*® Janis M. Lange........... on 
e *® § B.C. Macholan................. 
+ > ¢ Jack L. Mankamyervr...... 
¢ ® © BL. Wi. Moat neice. ccc scious. 
¢, @ *® G.D. Murrish............. 
K2 ® ey. RO Sc iegsn spans 
2, ®  G.L. Sinnet................ 

&, *® CC. E. Smith................... 
Sa & DD. J. SPEnCO?.incccccicccias 


The following list of new employees is published as a 
gesture of friendly welcome and to help them get acquainted. 
We hope that they will enjoy their new occupation as well 
as the many fine associations that go with it. 


Lois M. Cole.............. 
Janet E, Crowe.... 

Jolene J. Erickson. 
Helen M. Fuhrman 


Charlotte H. Bartlett...... 


LaDonna J. Gocke........ 


.A Operator York... 


....Groundman....... STIG OU oc cc ccek August 29 
sigrak WED Mla sdasics sceanlevted ates Lincoln............. August 29 
« switchman.......... LIMCom.....2-...... August 22 
el ATT EGON een eckvveasns Lincoln............. September 19 
AE Tob 2) peeeenenee .... LineoIn......0....... September 13 
Lane TMNGN 6 sicssccccssn FANCOIM September 12 
..Groundman........Wpg. Water... September 13 
-Groundman... Sutton.............. ..oeptember 26 
Groundman........ EiInCOlN. sisicccecs.xe September 1 
Splicer’s HIpr....Hastings ...August 29 
Traffic 
L Operator........ Lincoln..............September 20 
A Operator Nebraska City September 19 
...A Operator ..........Hastings............September 26 
A Operator.........Hastings..... September 12 
A Operator.......... York....... .. August 29 
A Operator.......... York.................... August 29 
A Operator.........David City... September 6 
A Operato1 ...Fairbury.........September 8 
A Operator, ..:..:.., PASTIMES. 5. ce0sccs September 26 
A Operator .. David City September 6 


“A&L Dperator... Lincoln .. September 9 


_. September 26 


Accounting Luella F. Grubaugh 
Charlotte R. Jordan 
ae Date Louise M. Kelso 
Name Position Exchange Employed Marcella M. Kovar 
Gloria Graf. Machine Opr.... Lincoln..... .... September 7 Barbara A. Krause. 
Delores C. Schmohr Machine Opr..... Lincoln.... August 29 Erma I. Krause..... 
Maryanne Wanek .Machine Opr..... Lincoln... September 19 Lois C. Laverentz 
Enola A. Mahloch 
Commercial Eva M. McKain. 
Lois J. Brauckmuller.....Clerk Lincoln September 19 ree ae ee 
K. W. Hatcliff........ . Coin Collector. Lincoln September 19 Mi ee Niels 
Barbara J. Huston ..Stenographer..... Lincoln September 12 Dariene BD re ee aad 
Donna J. Wehling Clerk...................... Beatrice August 17 Vaitha G: Poggemeyer 
Joan M. Rector 
Plant Patricia A, Reinsch 
R. H. Berggren Groundman Wahoo September 12 Aileen J. Rossmiller 
C.J. Bong ... Splicer.. . Lincoln September 6 Bernice E. Rossmiller 
J. D. Brown Groundman Plattsmouth September 22 Carolyn L. Schlachter 
Darlene V. Chantry Stenographer Lineoln September 19 Mary J. Schwab 
R. H. Culver Tester.. Lincoln September 6 Dolores W. Snodgrass 
T. L. Doty Groundman Wpg. Water... September 26 Waunita J. Stone 
L. D, Dudek Splicer’s Hlpr... Hastings. August 23 Bobbie J. Stuart 
C. W. Hayes Groundman . Hastings September 12 Betty E. Swaney 
R. H. Hunzeker Groundman Sutton September 26 Wilma C. Wicken 


Birdine L. Zabel 
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A Operato1 . Hebron. September 1 

A Operator .. Beatrice August 29 

L, Operator . Lincoln.............. September 20 

A Operator. Beatrice ... August 29 

_A Operator Auburn...........September 19 

A Operator s VOD resceioseninnc eptember 12 

A&L Operator ... Hastings............. August 29 

A Operator. ....Nebraska CitySeptember 19 

A Operator LAMCOM siicsccveinss September 13 

A Operator gaa HOT Baccus .. September 26 

A Operator. . Beatrice........... August 22 

A Operator . Beatrice .,August 22 

A Operator .. Hastings....... ..September 12 

A&L Operator... Tecumseh......... September 12 

L Operator . Lincoln September 19 

A Operator Fairbury. August 22 
_.A Operator Fairbury September 26 
_.A Operator.........Hebron..............September 13 
_A Operator .Lincoln September 13 
_A Operator Lincoln..............September 13 


Cable Break Knocks Out 


Toll and Local Circuits 


MAN started to dig a ditch one 

day last month on North 14th 
Street in Lincoln and touched off more 
trouble than he probably ever dreamed 
could happen from such a simple opera- 
tion. Things started popping when his 
mechanical digger severed an under- 
ground cable knocking out 136 toll, 50 
telegraph and 50 local circuits. The 
mishap occurred shortly after noon on 
September 30 at 14th and Judson. 

Service was cut off on press wires to 
newspapers and radio stations, radio 
broadcasting networks, as well as other 
special services such as T.W.X., tele- 
graph and leased toll circuits. Direct 
long distance connections to 20 cities 
and towns was interrupted and about 
200 local telephones were cut off. Local 
circuits served 14 farm lines north of 
Lincoln and subscribers in the Belmont 
area. 

Cable splicers worked in _ shifts 
through the afternoon and night and 
part of the following day to repair the 
damage. Most toll circuits, however, 
were back in service by midnight. The 
more essential services such as for the 
press and radio were restored within 
about an hour by the toll wire chief's 
department by rerouting circuits from 
Omaha through Grand Island, Hastings 
and back to Lincoln. 


On the Sports Scene 
a hee Lincoln girls’ softball team closed 


its sixth season in mid-September 
after losing out in the quarter-finals of 
the City Invitational Tournament, an 
annual event which brings together 
most of the stronger girls teams in the 
vicinity. In games won and lost the 
year was only mildly successful for our 
girls. They played some excellent ball 
on occasion, and certainly were not 
classed as an easy-mark by any of the 
teams in the Industrial, Class B League, 
of which they were a member. The 
final standings found them in fourth 
place in this eight team league, with a 
mark of four games won and three lost. 
Manager Harold Brady insisted all 
through the season that this year’s ma- 
terial was the best ever, but limited ex- 
perience in competition spelled the dif- 
ference in winning and losing some of 
the tough ones. Only two players are 
still in uniform who were on the first 


telephone team of 1944, they being 
Ruth Marrow, pitcher, and Arlene 
Zabel, first base. 

The men’s baseball team turned in its 
uniforms somewhat earlier, and did 
not compete in any of the late season 
tournaments. Their record in the In- 
dustrial League was not too bad, con- 
sidering the caliber of teams they were 
forced to meet, and their own sad lack 
of practice and experience in playing 
together. Manager Jim Geist feels that 


they did a good job in salvaging four 
games from the abbreviated season's 
play, and is ready to proclaim that tele- 
phone baseball is definitely on the up- 
grade. 

On the immediate agenda are plans 
for the forming of a girls’ volleyball 
and a men’s basketball team, to compete 
in leagues sponsored by the Lincoln 
Recreational Board. The personnel de- 


players in the near future. 


Health Signals Need Watching Too 


ELEPHONE people are _ probably 
more signal conscious than most 
groups of industrial workers. The very 
key to the institution is the ringing of 
a telephone bell. The traffic operator 
is trained to be alert 
for the gleam of a sig- 
nal light in making 
telephone connections. 
The switchman relies 
on the alarm panel to 
bring first word of 
oslown fuses and dis- 
rupted service. The plant man is a 
preventative maintenance expert, and 
is constantly on the lookout for signals 
which may indicate potential trouble. 
All through the organization signals are 
employed to bring warning that all is 
not well and normal. 

Surely with such a background, we 
telephone employees should be no less 
signal conscious in the important busi- 
ness of continuing good health and 
maintaining our bodies. Of course, we 
do not carry instruments to indicate that 
we may be running low on nutrition or 
resistance to disease. None of us have 
alarm bell attachments to mark the dan- 
ger point in our use of energy, working 
with too much tension or speed, or run- 
ning low on the oil of human kindness. 
For us the science of medicine, through 
the practicing physician and his modern 
equipment, takes the place of such de- 
VICeS, 

Go to your doctor regularly for a 
physical check-up. The economy and 
good sense in making such a practice 
can never be denied. The body is a 
wonderful and durable machine, but it, 
too, requires a measure of upkeep. 

We have read that there are several 
warning signals of possible beginning 
of ill health which everyone should 


note, such as a marked overweight or 
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underweight; shortness of breath; pale- 
ness or unusual skin coloring; persistent 
headaches, backaches, or other forms 
of bodily pain; abnormal discharge of 
blood from any part of the body; 
marked loss of appetite; chronic cough; 
fever; undue fatigue; and an irritable 
disposition or changed mental outlook. 
Don't mistake these signals or symptoms 
for causes. You will then be making a 
diagnosis—and that is the doctor’s job. 
To treat only the signal by self-medica- 
tion is as unwise as to tinker with the 
gas indicator of your car when it reads 
“empty, instead of in- 
specting and _ filling 
the gas tank. 

Periodical health ex- 
aminations help to 
uncover diseases in 
their early stages, per- 
haps before you are 
aware of their symptoms, and permit 
taking steps to prevent them develop- 
ing into serious ailments. They often 
stop unnecessary worry by revealing 
conditions to be non-existent or less 
serious than imagined. If you have a 
chronic condition, a check-up helps to 
keep the situation in hand, and may 
add years to your life. 

Generally speaking, it is desirable 
to have an examination annually. How- 


ever, a safe guide is every three years 


for a normal person under 30, every 
two years between 30 and 40, every 
year between 40 and 60, and sem1 
annually over 60. The examinations are 
doubly important as one comes into 
middle age, for in these years many ail- 
ments such as heart disease, irregulart 
ties of the blood and kidneys, growths 
and tumors, and other physical liabilt 
ties which are direct causes of serious, 
begin to 


and even fatal illnesses, 


show up. 


She’s the Engineer's Reporter 
Wt ARE doubly glad to announce 


the appointment of Jean Raitt as 
the newest member of our Telephone 
News family, for it presents a valid 
reason for printing 
her portrait. We are 
sure everyone will 
agree that it should 
be published often, 
and upon any ex- 
cuse whatever. Jean 
has accepted the re- 
sponsibilities of as- 
sociate editor for 
the Engineering De- 
partment column, 
which has recently been given its own 


od 


Jean Raitt 


place in the sun after being included, © 


for years, as part of the news from 
the Accounting Department and other 
fourth floor denizens. 

The recent merger of the traffic 
engineering forces with those of the 
regular engineering group has not only 
materially increased the population of 
the department, but the infusion of new 
blood seems to have stirred up a series 
of departmental adventures which are 
definitely of the newsworthy type; wit- 
ness the fact that, within a few weeks 
following the consolidation, the depart- 
ment reported the marriages of four 
of its remaining eligibles, among them 
being our new associate editor, herself. 


Who's The Girl On The 
Front Cover? 


Answering the question in the head- 
line indirectly we can assure you that 
the young lady pictured on our front 
cover 1s someone you would enjoy 
knowing, if you don’t already. And if 
you work in Lincoln, chances are you 
have talked to her dozens of times on 
the telephone because she is one of the 
six girls who do such a fine job of oper- 
ating the Company P.B.X. 

Our subject is Ruth L. Hetherington 
who has been with Lincoln Traffic since 
1943 and who was selected as one who 
typifies the qualities which have won 
the American telephone operator the 
respect and appreciation that she so 
rightly deserves. Ruth is quiet, un- 
assuming, sincere and thoroughly like- 
able. Always pleasant and efficient, she 
is one of those persons who takes pride 


bit beyond the usual routine to be help- 
ful and accommodating. Folks like her 
are among the reasons why the tele- 
phone business carries the appeal and 


prestige that it does because after all 


our business, like any other, is pretty 
much what the people on the job 
make it. 


New Billing Plan Extended 


To All Exchanges 


ee scope of the new billing proced- 
ure for long distance calls has been 
expanded to a considerable extent dur- 
ing the past two months. This is the 
plan which involves photographing sub- 
scribers’ toll tickets on microfilm; the 
original ticket then being attached to 
the customer's statement while the film 
is retained as the Company’s record of 
the account. 

The advantages of the new system 
from the customer’s standpoint is that 
it provides more detailed information, 
because the complete record of each call 
accompanies the statement. For the 
Company, filing space is reduced and 
saving in labor is evident, particularly 
in the billing section where it is no 
longer necessary to type an itemization 
of calls on each statement. The total 
charges for the calls and tax are listed 
the same as heretofore. 
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The initial test of the new practice 
was put into effect at Friend last April, 
and at Plattsmouth in July. As it is 
a sharp innovation from long estab- 
lished procedure, the experiments have 
been watched closely, but no problems 
of a major magnitude have been en- 
countered. 

During September, 14 more ex- 
changes were converted to the new 
system, including Pawnee City, Tecum- 
seh and Wahoo. In October, Lincoln 
falls into line along with 23 other ex- 
changes, and for the balance of our 122 
exchanges the plan will go into effect 
during November. 


Keep Those Ideas Coming 


Dorothy Lefler 
Lincoln 


George Fleck 
Hastings 


lige Suggestion Committee made two 
cash awards to employees during 
the month of September, and we pre- 
sume that a new hat and new fishing 
rod may be added to the respective pos- 


office, Lincoln, and George A. Fleck, 
Hastings plant department. The ideas 
which reaped the rewards had to do 
with a proposed change in the method 
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of distributing employees’ telephone 
statements, and a means of keeping 
Nico press sleeves and rubber tape sec- 
tions in ready position, so that they 
may be easily handled in cold weather. 

Since the suggestion committee was 
formed several years ago, more than 
250 ideas have been passed through it 
to the departments concerned, where a 
great many of them have been put into 
practice. Through the functioning of 
this committee, scores of employees 
have received, as premiums on. their 
ideas, not only a welcome monetary 
award, but recognition for their aggres- 
sive, forward thinking toward the bet- 
terment of service or job conditions. 

It will certainly bear repeating that 
rour suggestions are always welcomed 
by the committee. The forms for sub- 
mitting them may be obtained from 
your supervisor, or from the personnel 
office, Lincoln. 
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R. H. Ojers R. L. Dalton 
Nebraska City Lincoln 
40 Years 30 Years 


Forty-Nine Years 
F. E. Behm, Lincoln. 
Forty-I[wo Years 
J. M. Abrams, Seward; T. S. Risser, 


Lincoln. 
Forty-One Years 


D. C. Wilson, Hastings. 
Forty Years 
R. H. Ojers, Nebraska City. 
Thirty-Nine Years 
A. S. Keckler, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Seven Years 
K. B. Cary, Lincoln; J. C. Gear, Fairbury. 
Thirty-Four Years 
I. W. Halverstadt, Tecumseh. 
Thirty-Three Years 
A. T. Albers, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Two Years 
Georgia Tartsch, Plattsmouth. 
Thirty-One Years 
Rose A. Riggs, Lincoln. 
Thirty Years 
R. L. Dalton, H. M. Miller, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
W. C. Stewart, Lincoln; Maude P. Willey, 
Beatrice. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
E. P. Darnold, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 
A. W. Holcomb, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Two Years 
Jessie A. Van Trump, Hastings. 
Twenty-One Years 
W. J. McDowell, L. P. Schlentz, Florence 


Tatman, Lincoin. 
Twenty Years 
H. D. Ash, Weeping Water. 
Seventeen Years 
L. P. Livingston, Lincoln. 
Sixteen Years 
Wilma K. Stolzenburg, Beatrice; Marcia 
Watson, Lincoln. 


H. M. Miller 
Lincoln 
30 Years 


Fifteen Years 
B. D. Pattison, Lincoln. 
Fourteen Years 
W. W. Eden, B. A. Isaman, Lincoln. 
Thirteen Years 
T. B. Hedges, Hastings; G. A. Wasson, 
Lincoln. 
Twelve Years 
Genevieve M. Griffin, Lincoln. 
Eight Years 
Amy L. Dixon, Weeping Water; Velma 
Stock, Nebraska City; Lela Watson, Beatrice. 
Seven Years 
Mary H. Bartyzelle, Nebraska City; E. G. 
Brehm, Ruth M. Clark, Viola M. Fischer, 
S. K. Lawrence, Lincoln; Lauretta D. Ein- 
spahr, Hastings: Emily J. Hanus, David City; 
W. H. Husing, Sterling; L. E. Vosika, 
Wilber. 
Six Years 
K. L. Christensen, Jean Hueppelsheuser, 
L. D. Rauch, J. A. Shellenberg, Lincoln; 
Leona Geseking, Tamora; W. B. Imler, 
Hastings. 
Five Years 
Virginia H. Anderson, A. W. Berglund, 
Helen K. Pierson, Lincoln; Lura E. Black- 
man, Ashland; Jessie M. Hiatt, Exeter; Betty 
L. Johnson, Nebraska City; Bernice Mueller, 
Seward; Myrtle Smith, Carleton; Leora M. 
Weyand, David City. 


BLESS 


¢ 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Wendell of 
Lincoln are the proud parents of a baby boy, 
born September 7, 1949. Bob is a member 
of the Construction Department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Minich of Exeter 
are the proud parents of a baby girl, Diane 
Lynn, born September 23 at York. Charles 
is a member of the Construction Department. 
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H. D. Ash B. D. Pattison 
Weeping Water Lincoln 
20 Years 15 Years 


JouRNEY’s END 


Mr. John Mueller, father of Mrs. Alta 
Wagner, Lincoln Accounting Department, 


°. 


passed away September 3. Funeral services 
were held at St. John’s Lutheran Church 


near Auburn on September 6. 


Mr. Commie Merchant, father of Joan 
Lemmon, Lincoln Traffic Department, died 
September 13. Funeral services were held 
September 16 at the Methodist Church at 
Wolbach. 


Mrs. Lisle Behm, wife of F. E. Behm, 
general plant superintendent, died Septem- 
ber 13. Funeral services were held in Lin- 
coln on September 17. 


Mr. Joshua Thomas Clark, father of Vyrl 
V. Clark, Pawnee City Plant Department, 
passed away September 15. Funeral services 
were held September 19 at Humboldt. 


Mr. Henry Bexton, father of Peggy Bex- 
ton, Hastings Traffic Department, passed 
away September 23. Funeral services were 
held September 28 at Hastings. 


Benefit Claims Paid 
HE following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the month 
of September: 

Primary members: J. A. Schellenberg, 
Lincoln Construction, $10.00; Rita R. 
White, York Traffic, $176.50; Mrs. 
Helen Norwood, Seward Traffic, $5.00; 
Ray Zimmerman, Lincoln Service, 
$165.50. 

Dependents: Arthur May, Lincoln, 
$262.13: Mrs. E. L. Martin, Lincoln, 
John Hobson, Lincoln, $3.64; Mrs. 
F. M. Crewdson, Hastings, $144.38. 


Elizabeth Stanley 


Anderson on their 

vacation-hongymoon ™ 

at Norfolk , Nebr... Gary Foster, son of G.A. Foster, construction dept., 
Gene Schrank, construction office Elizabeth is chief sails his boat at Birchwood, Wisconsin, where the 
andi is ride: hone hoot on operator af Ceresco. Fosters were visiting Harry Moss. 


the Continental Divide ~ ~ near 
Grand Lake, Colorado. .... 


Myrna Jensen, Lincofn commercial (left) with 7 
her cousin- on the shores of Lake Michigan. 


me nnn nami 


Ruth Kiesow’w Pauline Porischy of 
Beatrice-and friends, vacationing 
_atHelen Hunt Falls, Colorado ~ ~ 
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lonaPiepér, Syracuse spent a 
pleasant part of her vacation 
with her little nephew at Cook. 


Clara Costello, Tecumseh, played 
cow girl at North Platte on the 
way to the Black Hills . 


Harold Wart, Lincoln service, vaca- 
tioned in the Southland . With him 


are his wife, mother% daughter, 
Geraldine, of the accounting dept. . 
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Marie Vidlock, accounting. and her arty cerfainly 
coe reduced the fish population at Johngon Lake. » 


————=_ Chief operators 
~~ Lela Watson 
|—— Peatrice’védna 
— Pflughaupt York 
—— tried their 
hand at trout 
fishing near 
Denver. »» 


Betty Jezek, Geneva,and her brother, 
Bob~ at Custer, South Dakota.. | 


Mavis Eisenhauer, Syracuse, 
enjoying life at the home of her 
cousin at Lombard, Illinois. 


<SMarguerite Lockhart, Syracuse, ey 
found a misplaced totem pole in a 
Denver, Colorado, park. 2 Aw. 
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Bert Overcash, Lincoln commercial, 
A forms the foreground for this view 
of Grand Coulge Dam, 


Norma Jean Dettmer,casher Doris Glock, accounting 
Syracuse, at the gateway to with the forest primeval 
Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri = behind her at Banff. Canada. 


ace 4 


Eunice Zehr, accounting with the Straits ¥Georgia - 
as a background on the voyage to Vancouver, B.C. 


Virginia Baker, Fairmont, with | 
Shirley Pracheil-at Trail Ridge 
Road, Colorado 


Promotions, Transfers, 


Darlene Claussen 


Sarah E, Flower 


Title Changes 


Ruby McCarty 


Instructor Asst. Chief Oper. Instructor 
Beatrice Tecumseh York 
Accounting Traffic 


Patricia A. Laymon, clerk typist to machine 
operator, Lincoln. 
Bonnie A. Priest, clerk typist to machine 
operator, Lincoln. 
Norma J. Smith, clerk typist to machine 
operator, Lincoln. 
Commercial 
Dixie L. Blake, clerk to cashier, York. 
Norma J. Rutan, clerk to cashier, Beatrice. 
Jeannine Wyatt, A@&@L operator, traffic, to 
clerk, commercial, York. 
Engineering 
Jean Raitt, advanced clerk to junior secre- 
tary. 
Non-Functional 
Christine Mason, cashier, Beatrice commer- 
cial, to jr. secretary, non-functional. 
Plant 
Jacob Albrandt, lineman, construction to 
service, Lincoln. 
Chester Byard, groundman to combination- 
man, Syracuse. 
R. G. Cardwell, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Lincoln construction. 
Merle D. Chamberlain, trucker, supply, to 
driver, Lincoln construction. 
C. E. Connors, switchboardman to ware’ 
houseman, supply, Lincoln. 
H. G. Cudaback, driver, construction, to 
trucker, supply, Lincoln. 
Rolland M. Drake, switchman, Lincoln sery- 
ice to Hastings. 
James Geist, switchman, Lincoln service to 
Hastings. 
Bernard L. Herzog, switchman, Lincoln serv 
ice to Hastings. 
R. E. Hibbert, driver lineman to sub-foreman, 
Lincoln construction. 
Charles H. Kermoade, combinationman, Syra- 
cuse to Seward. 
Eugene C. Schrank, draftsman, engineering, 
to male clerk, Lincoln construction. 
James Selko, groundman to splicer’s helper, 
Hastings construction. 
James H. Tice, groundman to splicer’s helper, 
Lincoln construction. 
G. L. Tubb, shopman, supply, to part time 
janitor, Lincoln service. 
D. E. Williams, splicer’s helper to  splicer, 
Lincoln construction. 


Barbara Bagley, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Superior. 

LeNett J. Bell, A&L operator to evening 
chief operator, Beaver Crossing. 

Roselma R. Bell, evening chief operator to 
chief operator, Beaver Crossing, 

Mary Bornemeier, A&L operator, Weeping 
Water to Ashland. 

Shirley F. Brogan, A operator to A&@L oper- 
ator, David City. 

Darlene Claussen, assistant chief operator 
to instructor, Beatrice. 

Virginia M. Coon, A&L operator to assistant 
chief operator, Beatrice. 

Sarah E. Flower, A&L operator to assistant 
chief operator, Tecumseh. 

Janet Harves, A operator to A@L operator, 
Hastings. 

Betty R. Henricks, A operator to AL 
operator, Lincoln. 

Betty J. Hermann, A operator to A@&L oper- 
ator, Weeping Water. 

Jean D. Jones, A operator to A@L operator, 
Lincoln. 

Delta Manion, A operator to A&L operator, 
Superior. 

Ruby L. McCarty, A&L operator to instruc 
tor, York. 

Ellen L. Mentzer, A operator to AL 
operator, Superior, 

LaVella Mohler, A Operator to AtéeL Oper- 
ator, Superior. 

Thayer E. Morgan, A&L instructor to assist- 
ant chief operator, Auburn. 

Nellie Shepherd, A operator to A@L oper- 
ator, Fairbury. 


Virginia Perry Jean Raitt 
Personnel Secy. Jr. Secy. 
Lincoln Lincoln 
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Louise Skeen, A operator to A&L operator, 
Auburn. 

Lorraine Steckley, A@&L operator to instruc- 
tor, Nebraska City. 

Jean Tegner, A&L operator to NA&L oper: 
ator, Nebraska City. 

Martha M. Vculek, A operator to A&L 
operator, Fairbury. 


Treasurer’s Office 


Virginia Perry, junior secretary, commercial 
to personnel secretary. 


Marjorie Schneider of the Osceola Traffic 
Department became the bride of Kenneth 
Hopwood of Shelby on July 24 at the 
Methodist Church in Osceola. The couple 
will reside in Osceola and Mrs. Hopwood 
will continue her work. 


The marriage of Dorothy Nichols of the 
Beatrice Traffic Department and Kenneth 
Mathias took place August 27 at the First 
Christian Church in Beatrice. Mrs. Mathias 


is continuing her work. 


Ardel Freudenberg, operator at Nebraska 
City, and Glen Cohn were married August 
28 at the Lutheran Church. Mrs. Cohn has 
resigned and the couple will reside in 


Nebraska City. 


The wedding of Betty Balfour, Nebraska 
City Traffic Department, and Jack Dishong 
took place at the Methodist Parsonage on 
September 10. The couple will reside in 
Nebraska City and Mrs, Dishong will con- 
tinue her work. 


Muriel Joy Holley, Lincoln Traffic, and 
Paul Jones were united in marriage August 
31 at Blessed Sacrament Church in Lincoln. 
Mrs. Jones is continuing her work. 


The marriage of George R. Bossung, Con- 
struction Department, and Norma Fech took 
place September 25 at St. John’s Evangel- 
ical and Reformed Church in Lincoln. 


Georgia Harrold, operator at Lincoln, was 
united in marriage to Paul Story, August 25 
at St. Paul Methodist Church in Lincoln. 
Mrs. Story is continuing her work. 


The marriage of Mary Rose Thelen of the 
Lincoln Traffic Department and _ Robert 
Armagost was solemnized at Sacred Heart 
Church in Shelby on September 1. The bride 


is continuing her work. 


Guyla Steele of the Lincoln Engineering 
Department became the bride of Louis E. 
Kuntz of York, September 3 at the Methodist 
Church in Minatare. Mrs. Kuntz will con- 
tinue her work. 

Joan Schmer, Lincoln Traffic Department 
and Arnold Marr were married September 4 
at the First Congregational Church in Plain- 
view. Mrs. Marr is continuing her work. 


(Continued Next Page) 
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Eastern District 


Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 
David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

There are a few lucky ones left who still 
have vacations coming. The ones who have 
theirs in the past, regret they have to wait 
another year before planning another way 
to spend their money. Leola Heins, Gloria 
Humlicek, Merna Stewart and Leora Wey- 
and are the lucky ones this month and 
from what we hear, they are enjoying every 
minute of their two weeks. ... Vern Camp- 
bell took off for Minnesota to re-catch the 

fish he threw back a few weeks ago. 


Nebraska City Area 
Betty Dishong, Correspondent 

With the passing days, we have some 
of our gang leaving. Barbara Holmberg in- 
formed us of her wedding in May. A sur- 
prise to all. She decided to spend her time 
making a home for her new husband, Gene 
Neil. . . . Next was Jackie Boldra, who 
began nurses training at the Clarkson Hos- 
pital in Omaha. . . . With September arriv- 
ing and school beginning, Evelyn Moles 
enrolled at the State Teachers College in 
Peru. . . . Vacationers are still vacationing 
too. Miss Bader spent her three weeks 
vacation visiting relatives in St. Louis, 
Missouri. .. . Dottie Waters had one week 
just being at home. ... Mary Tackett is on 
her vacation now, reports are that she is at 
home. . .. Velma Stock spent most of her 
vacation at Otoe visiting her parents. 
Margaret Watkins spent some of her vaca- 
tion in Nehawka and Bonnie Biggs left 
Labor Day for California to visit her sis- 
ter. . . . Eythel Armstrong, Commercial 
Department, spent a lovely vacation visit- 
ing her son in Seattle, Washington. 
Edna Komma, Velma Stock and Josephine 


HAPPINESS AHEAD 


Dage ; 
bape Lv 


(Continued from 

Evelyn Vinkenberg of the Lincoln Traffic 
Department and Hubert Koch were united 
in marriage September 11 at the First Pres- 
byterian Church in Alexandria. Mrs. Koch 
is continuing her work. 

Irene Woznich, Lincoln Traffic, was mar- 
ried to Alvin Schwartz September 11 at the 
home of Rev. Wacker. The bride is con- 
tinuing her work. 


Placek recently spent an evening in Omaha. 


. .. Evelyn Denson spent her week-end in 


Lincoln. Messrs. Darnold, Piper and 
Guthrie are installing some new panels 
and multiples. Mr. Ager installed Posi- 
tion No. 14 connecting key cords, wires, etc. 

Mr. Morgan put up two pictures of 
our board. They are really nice. They ex- 
tend across one whole wall of our class 
room. ... Betty Jackson from St. Louis, 
Missouri, spent a week-end with Violet 
Peterson. She is a former operator of Brem- 
erton, Washington. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


Pearl Sutton, formerly an operator in 
Plattsmouth and recently Assistant Chief 
Operator at Weeping Water, is now in the 
Commercial office. Her charming person- 
ality and smile makes the Plattsmouth office 
a pleasant place to visit. . . . Rose Janda 
returned to work after a vacation of relaxa- 
tion at home. However, she did spend 
several days going to neighboring towns 
to visit. Georgia Tartsch, who is re- 
cuperating from her recent operation, is 
getting along very nicely and we hope to 
see her cheerful face around here soon. ... 
Bill Schroeder and Jim Brown are back 
to work again. Seems pleasant to have 
them back and our only worry is that Bill 
only knows one way to come to work, which 
is by the High School. It is a little bit 
out of his way and maybe we can obtain a 
map of Plattsmouth for him. How about 
it Bill? ... Marvin Koch and family spent 
Labor Day week-end at Campbell, Nebr., 
visiting relatives, stopping in Lincoln for 
the State Fair. . .. Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
Abrams stopped in from Seward to visit 
the office. Seems like old times to see 
them here. ... Mary Lou Hannon of Weep- 
ing Water spent her vacation in Chickasha, 
Oklahoma. Humphrey Ash spent his 
vacation at Yellowstone Park. . .. Betty 
Jacobson, Assistant Chief Operator at Weep- 
ing Water, was an attendant in the King 
Korn Karnival at Plattsmouth. 

Wahoo Area 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 

Vacations are still in progress. .. . Magde- 
lene Mathis and Emily Novak of the Traffic 
Department enjoyed September vacations. 
... Charles Novak was also gone two weeks 
and from what we hear, Charlie didn’t get 
too much rest. Mrs. Aner McKinzie, 
Contract-Chief Operator at Cedar Bluffs, 


af 11. Be 


visited for two weeks at North Shore, Lake 


Superior. We were glad to see the 
Elmer Neujahr family, who stopped in the 
office for a few minutes recently. 


General Offices and 


Central District 
Accounting Department 


Frances Clinton, Associate Editor 


Vacations are still going strong in this 
department. Latest word from Marie Vid- 
lock in New York is that her neck is get- 
ting longer and legs getting shorter from 
sight-seeing. We think it’s time she came 
home. Clara Jones spent a week of 
her vacation in Chicago, while Gerry Wart 
finished hers in Denver. Kansas City 
welcomed Adeline Carlson for a week... . 
Laura Sires spent her vacation ‘n Council 
Bluffs, Iowa, and Lincoln. .. . Tulsa, Okla- 
homa, is the favorite vacation spot of Ar- 
lene and Ted Yost, who spent a week-end 
there. . . . S. F. Bush says he spent his 
vacation at home “just sitting.’”’ That hap- 
pens to be one of our favorite pastimes, too, 
and we think Don Tejcka agrees with us. 
At least he was doing a lot of it on our 
last trip to the addressograph department. 
Could be he was pondering the state of the 
nation—but we don’t think so. (If Carl 
Ahl reads this, we’re only kidding.) 

We were all very sorry to hear that Bob 
Ross was injured recently. According to re- 
ports, Bob received severe head injuries 
while working on his car. The Accounting 
Department isn’t quite the same without 
Bob, and we’re hoping he’ll be back soon. 
... That creaking sound you’ve been hear- 
ing comes from the weary bones of Gerry 
Lorenzen who has taken to horse-back rid- 
ing. Gerry will probably become an accom- 
plished rider before long. As for us, we 
dropped the sport after one attempt. Too 
much sky between horse and rider. 

M. W. Franklin recently completed the un- 
pleasant task of moving, and would like 
certain people to know that they can come 
out of hiding now. He’d had numerous 
offers of help, but when moving day ar- 
rived—wha’ hoppen? Not a piano-mover 
in sight. . We nominate Dewey Nelsen 
for the most obliging of vacationers. He 
not only didn’t forget his colleagues but 
even wrote back to tell us how his trip 
was progressing. At the time of his letter, 


Dewey had visited Lake Taneycomo Resort 
in southern Missouri and from there had 
gone to St. Louis where he planned to take 
in a ball game and generally enjoy seeing 
the sights. Dewey’s letter said something 
about sidecars. H-m-m-m. Didn’t know he 
was interested in motorcycles. . . . There 
are those who would recommend a simple 
revision in the method for determining 
seasons of the year. Just listen in at the 
men’s table in the cafeteria. If the subject 
is football and bowling—yep, fall is offi- 
cially here. 


Commercial Department 


Lincoln Business Office 
Myrtle Hiner, Associate Editor 


Vacations have been the much discussed 
subject these days... . Helen Johnson and 
Verna Alexander took themselves off to 
the east coast by bus. They visited Spring- 
field and Cape Cod, Massachusetts; Buf- 
falo, New York and Niagara Falls. Verna 
had a little mishap of taking a tumble and 
breaking a bone in her foot—however, the 
injury was not severe enough to keep her 
from enjoying her vacation. . . . LaVonne 
Miller is enjoying her vacation in the old 
home town of Wilber, Nebraska, visiting 
the family. ... Mr. K. B. Cary spent three 
weeks fishing, loafing, sleeping and eating 
at Roosevelt Lake, Minnesota—(18 miles 
north of Ironton, Minnesota, in case you 
want to know where to do some “good” 
fishing). Mr. Cary reported a wonderful 
time—coming back with a nice healthy 
looking coat of tan... . Chauncey Eggerss 
took two weeks vacation at home just “catch- 
ing’ up on things and playing a little golf. 
. . . Marjorie Whiting is enjoying a restful 


vacation at home. . . . Dean Hamilton and 
family toured the Ozarks—all reports are 
that they had a swell time. ... Ruth Boots 


is spending her vacation in Chicago and 
central Illinois visiting the home folks... . 
Myrna Jensen reports a very fine time in 
Racine, Wisconsin. . . . Ella DaMoude had 
a very pleasant time in Aurora, Nebraska. 

“Yours Truly” not only toured the 
Colorado Rockies while on vacation but 
also visited the Bryce Canyon, Zion Can- 
yon and the North Rim of the Grand 
Canyon, Mesa Verde and the Royal Gorge— 
they were wonderful. .. . Our Coed, Ruth 
Younger, is spending a lot of time dashing 
from campus to office. She is wearing the 
U of N colors—scarlet and cream—and she 
looks real collegiate too. . .. Mrs. Bill 
Janak of Surprise, formerly Audrey Alt- 
house, paid our office a visit and reports 
that life on a farm is ideal. ... Plans are 
in the making for a picnic in the near fu- 
ture, so will make a report of it in the 
next issue of the News. 


Engineering Department 
Jean Raitt, Associate Editor 

One of our late vacationers is A. O. An- 
drews who journeyed to Salt Lake City, 
Denver, Cheyenne and Montana. He re- 
turned by way of International Falls, Minne- 
sota, and Canada. He went fishing at Be- 
midji and caught some fish about so---- - 


big. . . . Paul Henson flew a jet to Salt 
Lake City to spend a week-end also... . 
Frances Koontz spent her vacation at home 
with company from Washington, D. C.... 
Roy Carlson’s daughter and her husband and 
their two children were stricken with polio 
and are in the hospital in Omaha. The 
latest reports are that they are coming 
along nicely. . . . Don Christle bought a 
new top for his convertible and has been 
borrowing money ever since. He _ should 
take a cue from Ken Versaw and get it the 
easy way—just get in a football pool. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 
Well, the Service Department is getting 
settled down after all the vacationers have 
begun to return to work. . . . Gerry Miller 


and family vacationed in Denver. . . . Harry 
Spurlock spent a few days in Omaha, 
Kearney and St. Joseph, Mo. ... Henry 


Zimmerman visited a few days at Grand 
Island and spent the rest of his time 
around home. George Ramsey vaca- 
tioned in Minnesota fishing, but didn’t have 
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Society of Associated Industrial Editors 


Your editors were very pleased 
last month to learn that the News 
had received an award of merit 
from the Society of Associated 
Industrial Editors at the annual 
convention of that organization in 
Kansas City. The citation, repro- 
duced above, states that the award 
was made “In Recognition of Super- 
ior Accomplishment in Editorial, 
Quality, Appropriateness to Pur- 
pose and Appearance.’ The publi- 
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cation received a similar award 
from S.A.I.E. in 1945 at the an- 
nual conference held that year in 
Little Rock, Arkansas. 
Incidentally, the publication will 
celebrate its 35th birthday in Jan- 


uary, the first edition having made 


its appearance in January, 1915, 
eleven years after the founding of 
the Company. It is one of the 
pioneers in its field in this part of 
the country. 


much luck. Robert Green spent his 
vacation fishing. . . . Elmer Dougherty vis- 
ited a brother in Phoenix, Arizona, and 
from there drove to South Gate, California 
to visit another brother. He visited many 
places of interest such as Grand Canyon 
and Boulder Dam and had a _ wonderful 
trip. ... Art Smith spent his vacation in 
California visiting relatives and friends at 
Los Angeles, Pasadena, Arcadia and San 
Pedro. . . . Paul Eisenbarth spent most of 
his time in Kansas and western Nebraska. 
L. C. Hutchison vacationed at Som- 
erset in Gunnison Valley, Colorado. 
Dick Bauer and his wife spent their time 
driving and hiking through the Rocky 
Mountain National Park. . . . Wayne Berk- 
land and his wife painted his father’s house 
at Wahoo and spent the rest of their time 
resting up. Kenneth Christensen and 
his family traveled through Michigan and 
the Ozarks and report a fine trip. . . . John 
Loudenback and his family were another 
one of the many to visit Colorado. 
Howard Smith and Mrs. Smith drove 
through the Ozarks and report that the best 
part of the trip was driving their son’s new 
car. ... Jack Perrin, Paul Winscot, E. 
Drewel and J. Lewis vacationed at home. 
.. . We want to wish our Chief Testman, 
Mr. Cleveland Bon Voyage and hope he 
has a splendid time while on vacation. 
We are glad to have Robert Culver back 
with us again after a short stay in South 
Dakota. While there he worked for the Bell 
Telephone Company. Happy Birthday 
to Les Livingston, who had a birthday re- 
cently. ... We hear that Paul Eisenbarth 
has given up the motorcycle and has bought 
himself an automobile. Be careful, Eissey, 
that auto won’t go around corners on two 
wheels. . . . We hear from the grapevine 
that Donald Gilmore and Delores Bates are 
to be married on the fifteenth of October. 
Congratulations and Good Luck, Kids 
We are sorry to hear that Harry Knudson is 
in the hospital having undergone a serious 
operation. He is feeling better at this writ- 
ing. ... Howard “Grandpa” Smith has 
been very proud since his grandson, Lewis 
Holmes, Jr., arrived at Lincoln General 
Hospital. 


Supply Department 
Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


Several states were visited in our vaca- 
tion travels this past month. Floyd Barnett 
visited Estes Park, and Sammy Lawrence 
was thrilled by mountain climbing above the 
clouds near Steamboat Springs, Colorado. 
A. E. Linden traveled to North Dakota, 
and Art Sharp flew to Missouri. Wes Haas 
drove to Worling, Wyoming—just a few 
miles from Yellowstone Park but didn’t 
make it into the park area. R. E. Grant 
visited in Boone, Iowa, and also tried a 
work trick at a Church booth at the Nebras- 
ka State Fair. Oscar Lewis visited relatives 
in Des Moines. We’ve heard some 
interesting stories about Kent Eno’s trip to 
Canada. It was a stag affair, with A. O. 
Andrews and Claude Walker as companions. 
For the second portion of his vacation Kent 
took his first trip to the Rockies, spending 


Vacationers Helen Johnsen and Verna Alex- 
ander of the Lincoln business office enjoying 
a view over the bay at Provincetown, Massa- 
chusetts, on the tip of Cape Cod. 


a week in and around Salt Lake City, with 
Andy the host. Charles Hansen visited in 
Omaha for a few days, also in Central City. 
John Hartz stayed at home during his 
vacation to entertain visitors from Cali- 
fornia. Others who enjoyed (?) at home 
days “building, painting, repairing, garden- 
ing, etc.) were J. E. Ellis, W. J. Knudson, 
and Nelson Liesveld. L. A. Stacy and F. A. 
Blockwitz remained close at home. John 
Eisenbarth stayed home to be with his 
wife who had been painfully injured in an 
automobile accident. Mrs. Eisenbarth is 
recovering her strength but it is still diffi- 
cult for her to get around. Ray Sherman 
traded houses recently and spent his vaca- 
tion moving. Axel Berglund moved into his 
new home, then upon his return to work 
was called for jury duty which kept him 
away from the job for most of another two 
weeks. Ernie Royce required a full week 
to recuperate from his strenuous down-the- 
aisle walk at his daughter’s wedding 

Speaking of weddings, Dan Cupid has 
whispered (via the grapevine, but rather 
loudly) about some coming events in the 
Supply office, but we’ve no _ official 
announcement as yet so will have to wait 
and see. Ben Ferguson is on the sick 
list and must stay at home for a while and 
rest. He is up and around the house some 
but must take things pretty easy. We are 
missing you in the Shop, Ben. Arthur 
Stoker, of LaGrange, Illinois, visited us re- 
cently. Some of the L. T.&T. old timers 
will remember Art as a special equipment 
installer for our company before World 
War I. Later he worked for the Western 
Electric Company, and is now retired. 


Traffic Department 


Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


Vacations are still in vogue. Della Wil- 
cox vacationed in Chicago, Detroit, Flint, 
Michigan, and Peoria, Illinois. Maurine 
Harter visited in Beaver Crossing; Ruth 
Straka went to Engadine, Michigan; Marie 
Portsche, Canada and Washington; Vera 
Wasson, Murray and Plattsmouth; Mar- 
jorie Collins, Wahoo, Geneva and Beatrice; 
Mary Arthur and Joan Lemmon, Grand 
Island. Evelyn Koch, Mabel Volpp, Irene 
Woznich, Donnie Burke, Ruth Goslin and 
Lois Capron stayed at home during their 
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vacations. Darlene Gans and Ruth 
Furry, two of our fancy roller’ skaters, 
came to grief one night recently while 
doing an extra fancy turn. Darlene fell 
down and Ruth came tumbling after, break- 
ing Darlene’s watch crystal. . . . Laurie 
Page is the wearer of a new diamond... . 
Blanche Logan had a gay adventure on 
her day off. A pair of “western jeans’ was 
her ambition, and not being able to find 
them in Lincoln, she traveled all the way 
to Firth, stopping at an oil station on her 
way for a road map and directions! 
Barbara Miller has returned to work after 
a two weeks illness. Theresa Peters 
enjoyed a fishing trip to Lake Lida, Minne- 
sota. ... One day when Muzac was playing 
soft music as we worked in the operating 
room, Mable Volpp thought it might be a 
trifle softer so she gave it a turn, and in 
the din that followed no one knew for some 
seconds what had happened. She turned 
it the wrong way! Doris Armstrong 
has a new diamond. 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 


Jeanne Hueppelsheuser, Associate Editor 


Although the season is practically over, 
we still have a few vacations to report. 
Irene Combs spent her vacation in Wash- 
ington, D.C. and New York. Melba Rich- 
ards and Myra Metcalf spent their time 
in Chicago. Susan Norris of the Cafeteria 
vacationed in Kansas City, Chicago and 
Ohio. . .. The buttons have been popping 
off Rod Andrew’s vest the last week. First 
off, he rated a nice write up in Telephony 
and to top that he is high man in the 
company’s bowling league—for the present 
time anyway. We all think that both 
achievements are quite outstanding. 

We are in the process of rearranging to 
make space for some equipment in the 
north end of our department. It seems things 
accumulate in an office the same as in our 
homes. While emptying some boxes, moving 
filing cabinets, etc., we ran across a pair of 
overshoes. Just as they were about to 
be tossed into a waste basket, Frances Har- 
mon jumped up from her desk to rescue 
them, announcing in a loud voice, “Don’t 


A happy moment in the lives of Mr, and 
Mrs. Robert Armagost as they cut their wed- 
ding cake at the reception following their 
marriage last month. Before her marriage, 
Mrs. Armagost was Marv Rose Thelan of 
the Lincoln Traffic Department. 


How We Stand! 


Orders held because of lack of 
facilities and telephones. 


May 1, 1949.0 cceeceeees 404 
(5's 5 ca Gem °° en ne ye 
July 1, 1949.0 352 
PRISE Ti DOF cares isecicesne 174 
September 1, 1949.00.00... 178 
October 1, 1949.00.00. 190 


STATION GAIN SINCE 
JANUARY 1, 1949 


Central District coccccicccccerccbes 1,459 
Eastern District «.....2c:cces:-2-2 47] 
Southern District .................. 426 
Western District o5h.ceiseccien 606 
al i coil A ee CaCI Oe 2,962 
Total Stations in 
Service 9-30-49 ooo... 98,516 


throw those away—they’re mine and they 
have been here all summer.” Well, anyway, 
she was prepared for any unexpected stormy 
weather. 


Southern District 


Christine Mason, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 


Florence Fruehling and Emma Lee De Jonge, 
Correspondents 


We bid a hearty welcome to Ardis 
Moore, who recently joined our throng of 
operators. Those enjoying vacations 
at present from our traffic department are 
Dean Louise Bennett, who is visiting in 
Colorado, and Shirley M. Snyder, who is 
visiting in Kansas City. . . . George Damon 
from the Plant Department also recently 
enjoyed his vacation. . Emma Lee De- 
Jonge of Humboldt and her husband at- 
tended the State Fair at Lincoln and took 
in the Auto Races. 


Beatrice Area 


Ruth Diekman and Mildred Morris, 
Correspondents 


News from the “sparkler” department— 
Dorothy Whitehead and Kathryn Brown 
have been drawing attention to the third 
finger, left hand. Shirley Mills is with us 
again after a leave of absence—welcome 
back, Shirley. Evelyn Menke is enjoying 
a Colorado vacation—ah!—Colorado!! 

“At Home” vacations are very popular this 
year—Karthryn Brown, Darlene Claussen, 
Helen Meents, and Shirley Johnson ll 
spent their vacations on the “homestead.” 
Night Operator Esther Fritz spent her va- 
cation at her home in Sterling. . . . Our 
new instructor, Darlene Claussen, is giving 
Lucille Ttwohig and Delores Dougherty 
their toll instruction. Norma Larimore has 
completed her toll training. ... Max Brandt, 
our faithful “duster” and “sweeper,” is 
spending his vacation with relatives in 
Wyoming——meanwhile, if you'll pardon the 
expression, Don Young is substitute dust 


re-arranger! . The welcome mat is out 


this month for Donna Jean Wehling, our 
new Commercial Clerk. Harlan Gillespie 
is working in Hastings temporarily on the 
conversion—at least two bowling teams will 
be missing a top-flight bowler for part of 
the season. John Brockmeyer vacationed 
at Colorado Springs, Colo., and Burlington, 
Colo. Leland Hodge and family traveled 
the country in the vicinity of Yellowstone 
Park. Frank Fisher and Frank Nevitt did 
some “angling” while on their vacations. 
We're wondering if they caught anything. 
Ben Ford also recently had his ’49 summer 
vacation. 
Fairbury Area 
Velda Schipper, Correspondent 
Our vacationists are Elsie Schoenrock, 
who spent the time working at home; Paul- 
ine Hergott and Helen Mares spent their 
vacations in Colorado Springs; Beryl Leslie 
spent her vacation in Kansas and in the 
Ozarks; and Helen DeBord spent her time 
entertaining relatives from Tacoma, Wash- 
ington. Earl Schemmerhorn of the Plant 
Department vacationed in the Black Hills. 
. . Those attending the State Fair were 
Idonna Landis, Estele Howell, Helen Mares, 
Velda Schipper, Jeanne Lytton, and Edna 
Schoenrock. A few of the girls also at- 
tended the Belleville Fair—Virginia Rob- 
inson, Velda Schipper, Idonna Landis and 
Elsie Schoenrock. . Irene Smalldon at- 
tended the wedding of her brother, Larry 
Kaiding, Sept. 11. Virginia Robinson 
was on the sick list for this month. 
Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin and Rosalie Stewart, Correspondents 
The Tecumseh office was without a man- 
ager this month when Tyler Ryan was 
stricken with polio. He is home now, feel- 
ing fine and we are expecting to see him 
back soon. Dan Smith, manager at Pawnee 
City, has been helping us. Off the record, 
we think Mr. Ryan got too peppy for the 
doctor to handle so they sent him home. 
Clara Costello has been telling about 
that wonderful vacation she had. The itin- 
erary included a trip through the Black 
Hills where she was particularly impressed 
by the Needles and Mt. Rushmore; she was 
also in Wyoming, Colorado, and western 
Nebraska and for diversion went wading in 
an ice-cold mountain stream. Wanda 
Remmers also got the wanderlust and set 
out for the west coast where she attended 
the International Lutheran League Con- 
vention at Pullman, Wash. Although she 
doesn’t want it told, she got locked out of 
her room one night when she went after a 
magazine and slammed the door behind 
her. Wanda also visited in Seattle and 
Portland. ... We’ve seen Edna Ragon once 
since her vacation started and that was 
strictly a business deal. Waldo Har- 
rington visited relatives in Kansas, Missouri 
and Oklahoma and came back with some 
more salt and pepper shakers for his col- 
lection. -Henri Goracke decided to buy 
a car—it’s a neat little Plymouth. To see 
how good it was she went for a ride and 
ended up in Des Moines, Iowa, accom- 
panied by her sisters. She’s satisfied with 
the car’s performance and has decided to 
keep it. ... Sarah Flower spent the week- 
end in Ashland where she visited her hus- 
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band who is going to Patrolman Training 
School. . . . Bill Eckles’ folks were visiting 
him over the week-end—his Dad was in 
the office and if we didn’t know different 
we’d have thought he was Bill’s brother. 
... Mary Kalin visited her sister in David 
City and while there visited the telephone 
office and met some of the workers there. 
.. . Mr. Bush of the Lincoln office was a 
recent visitor. . We have a late news 
flash—while celebrating her birthday, Alice 
Johnson ended up wearing a diamond ring 
—now she is walking around on a pink 
cloud. . . . Our heroes of the month are 
Bill Eckles and Dan Smith who tangled 
with the law during the Johnson County 
Fair. It seems they had a great desire to 
see the rodeo at the Fair Grounds, and 
being thrifty-minded (it was still a few 
days before payday), they found two choice 
knot-holes in the fence and proceeded to 
get a bird’s-eye view of the thrills and 
spills, when who should peek through the 
knot-hole back at our heroes—none other 
than a member of the local police force, 
and in a polite voice asked “the gentle- 
men” to move on. Somewhat red-faced, 
they went. 2 
Wilber Area 


Hotilda Eurich and Lavina McElroy, 
Correspondents 


Mrs. Alice Peters, C.O., spent her two 
weeks vacation visiting friends in Kilgore, 
Nebr. While there they made a trip into 
the badlands. Lillie Labart, operator, 
is vacationing at the home of her parents 
in Lushton, Nebr. 


Western District 


Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 
Geneva-Hebron Area 


Velma L. Garland and Verna Dankenbring, 
Correspondents 


Chief Operator of Fairmont, Mrs. Ethel 
Patrick, was in Tabor, Iowa, the week- 
end of August 21st, attending the wedding 
of her nephew. ... Virginia Baker of the 
Fairmont Traffic Department returned to 
work August 24th after a ten day vacation 
through Colorado and Wyoming, visiting 
the scenic points of that state. . .. Area 
Manager Chas. Crew and Mrs. Crew re- 
turned September 5 from a two weeks 
vacation in Minnesota... . Visitors in the 
Geneva ‘Traffic Department were former 
operators Phyllis Fellows, Pat Elward and 
Evelyn (DuBois) Wheats. Assistant 
Chief Operator Erma Dixon, of the Geneva 
Traffic Department, spent two weeks of 
her vacation relaxing at home. Betty Jezek 
spent two weeks vacation in South Dakota. 

Regina Bethscheider, Assistant Chief 
Operator, Hebron, is recuperating after un- 
dergoing an operation in the Mayo Clinic 
in Rochester, Minnesota. Eva Stutz, 
operator, is vacationing in Salem, Illinois. 

. . Ernie Wellman, Plant Department, is 
spending his three weeks vacation in Colo- 
rado and surrounding states. Francis 
Stewart, operator, just returned from an 
enjoyable vacation spent in Baton, Texas. 


Hastings Area 
Francis Gemar, Correspondent 
Darlene Oliver is back to work after 21 
months absence. So nice to see you again, 


Darlene. Audrey Ransom received a 
box of candy from Mr. Turner of Chicago. 
She did exceptionally well on his call one 
Sunday evening and was well rewarded. 
Audrey will gladly give details to anyone 
who wishes to hear her little story. ... From 
what we hear, Miss Habben spent most of 
her vacation in bed, sick. That’s too bad, 
and we hope you will be back within a 
few days... . Mrs. Johnson spent a week 
in South Dakota visiting friends and her 
last week of vacation was spent in Doni- 
phan visiting her parents. ... Mrs. Joynt 
spent her vacation doing worthwhile things. 
She stayed home painting and houseclean- 
ing. ... Miss Ross says she spent a boring 
vacation in Broken Bow just eating and 
sleeping. We wonder though, what could 
be better than sleeping, just sleeping 

Mrs. Baker visited her parents in McCook 
and spent her second week in Oxford with 
friends. . . . Two girls have finished their 
toll training recently. They are Miss Larson 
and Miss Harves. Margaret Gerloff 
spent her vacation in Colorado visiting rela- 
tives. 


Superior Area 
LuEtta Braun, Correspondent 

Mrs. Roy Doher, operator, and Marianne 
Sole, clerk, came into the office the other 
day blowing. bubbles. They had stopped 
to look in a dime store and just couldn’t 
pass the toy counter without buying some 
bubble soap. Second childhood, no!?? ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Kubat are spending 
their vacation in California. They are giv- 
ing the new Olds a tryout right away. Also 


‘ Olga Anderson has just returned from Co- 


lumbus, Ohio, where she had been vaca- 
tioning for ten days. . . . Beth Thompson 
and Betty Webber are going to Wichita, 
Kansas, where they are going to spend a 
few days visiting and shopping. . . . Joe 
Adamson of the Plant Department is recov- 
ering from a siege of the flu... . Jim Bauer 
is spending his vacation at his home in 
Sutton. 


Sutton Area 
Norma Nuss, Correspondent 


Mrs. Phyllis Bieck, Harvard operator, and 
Kathleen Lohmeier, Sutton operator, en- 
joyed two weeks’ vacation. .. . Jack Mank- 
amyer received a truck, a new one too! 
And we hear his wife is kept pretty busy 
sewing buttons back onto his coat. Could 
be that Jack is pretty proud of that new 
truck. . . . Jack Mankamyer and Chuck 
Salisbury attended the Pioneer Picnic at 
Beaver Crossing, but whether they caught 
any fish we don’t know. 


York-Osceola Area 
Betty Beebe, Correspondent 


Clara Anderson, chief operator at Polk, 
spent two weeks in Rockford, Illinois, visit- 
ing her daughter. .. . Rose Halligan visited 
friends and relatives in Lincoln. . . . Grace 
Lux spent the last week of her vacation at 
home and going to the State Fair in Lin- 
coln. . .. Mrs. Carroll, chief operator at 
Shelby, spent her two weeks visiting her 
daughter at Grant. Agnes Gustafson, 
Mildred Wieser and Elvera Carmen spent 
their vacation at home. 


The perennial champ, Roy Mills, and John McKinzie banged out scores of 82 to tie for the 
Association cup this year. The cameraman caught them sharpening up their putting before 
the tee-off. From the looks of Mr. McKinzie’s effort it seems that some practice was in order. 


Mills and McKinzte 


The tenth annual medal tourna- 
ment of the Employees’ Golf Asso- 
ciation was the center of the hopes 
and efforts of 16 aspiring chal- 
lengers at Hillcrest Country Club, 
Lincoln, on Sunday, September 11. 
The four foursomes teed off shortly 
before noon in perfect golfing 
weather for their 18 holes of play. 
The score sheet audit revealed that 
Roy Mills and John McKinzie led 
the field under the wire in a dead 
heat to share the championship un- 
til next year. Roy has occupied the 
exalted throne several times before, 
but it is the first appearance for 


Tie For Golf Henors 


Mr. McKinzie. The winning pair 
posted scores of 82. 

The 19th Hole discussion and 
steak dinner was held in the eve- 
ning at Tony & Luigi's Club House, 
and was attended by the more 
hardy remnants of the golfing field 
and a few well-wishers who drove 
out to survey the casualties. In the 
business of the evening, Charles 
Crew of Geneva was elected presi- 
dent of the association for the com- 
ing year, succeeding Roy Mulls, 
and Dewey Nelsen succeeds A. B. 
Gorman as_ secretary - treasurer. 
A. M. Newens of Plattsmouth was 
elected vice-president. 


In spite of perfect cooperation from the weatherman the field was somewhat smaller than 
usual this year. Golfing hopefuls taken just before the start of competition. Left to right, 
Charles Crew, George Walroth, Dean Hobson, Dewey Nelsen, Ade Newens, Lloyd Cleveland, 
Dick Welch, John McKinzie, Dick Hobson, F. E. Behm, Ed Dorland, I. J. Devoe, Harry Gore 
and Roy Mills. Not in the picture are Chauncey Eggerss and A. B. Gorman. 
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Lincoln Exchange Passes 70th Birthday 


Lincoln, in 1879, was in the process of changing from a prairie village into a city. The 
transmutation is plainly in evidence in this old photograph taken of the 10th and O Streets 
intersection from Government Square. The Union Block was the site of the telephone 


exchange from 1880 until 1887. 


HIS month marks a telephone anni- 

versary in Lincoln. On November 
17, 1879, the Lincoln Telephone Ex- 
change was incorporated, and a few 
days later the local newspaper carried 
a feature article heralding-the coming 
of the new invention, and explaining in 
detail the workings of a telephone ex- 
change. Thus, in local history, our in- 
dustry passes the proverbial life-span of 
three score years and ten. 

Lincoln, of that day, was a fast grow- 
ing prairie town, already destined to 
become one of the fine cities of the 
mid-west through its good fortune in 
having the State Capitol bestowed upon 
it. The southeast Nebraska boom was 
in full swing and the young town was 
becoming the trading center of a wide 
and prosperous area. 


Echoes from the east had brought 
word of the invention of the telephone 
by a young Boston professor three years 
before, and of its demonstration at the 
Philadelphia Centennial Exposition. 
There was much discussion in Lincoln’s 
sidewalk gatherings as to the future of 
the device, and whether it could be 
applied to the economy—and the wide 
open spaces—of the frontier. 


Louis H. Korty, an Omaha railroad 
executive, had seen Bell’s exhibit at 
Philadelphia and became interested in 
it. In the summer of 1877 he sent to 
Boston for a pair of the instruments, in- 
duced a fellow railroad man, J. J. 
Dickey, to cooperate with him, and in 
November, connected the telephones by 
wire across the Missouri River and from 
his office in Omaha was able to talk to 
the Union Pacific Transfer, in Council 


Bluffs, Iowa. 
Mr. Korty and Mr. Dickey then 


formed a partnership and acquired li- 
cense rights for a portion of Iowa, all 
of Nebraska, Wyoming, Montana and 
Idaho from the Bell Company in Boston, 
and for a year were content to provide 
private lines for customers in Western 
Iowa and Eastern Nebraska. In the 
spring of 1879 they admitted 5. H. H. 
Clark, then president of the Union Pa- 
cific, into the partnership, and organ- 
ized the Omaha Telephone Exchange. 
This was brought into service in July, 
1879, and glowing tributes to its per- 
formance began to appear in the Lin- 
coln papers. 

With our present knowledge of 
transmission problems, some of these 
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tributes can be recognized to be more 
than extravagant. Mr. Korty is reported 
to have engineered a telephone connec- 
tion between Omaha and Cheyenne, 
in 1878, using the telegraph wire as 
part of his grounded circuit, over which 
conversation was held without inter- 
ference or noticeable transmission loss. 
Even more extraordinary is a State 
Journal item telling of a similar connec- 
tion between Sayre, Pennsylvania, and 
a member of a hunting party at North 
Bend, Nebraska, a distance of 2,000 
miles. The report blandly states that 
even a whisper was distinctly audible 
over this circuit. ) 


Messrs. Korty, Dickey and Clark, as 
holders of the rights were among the 
incorporators of the Lincoln exchange. 
Elected with them as directors of the 
new company were H. D. Hathaway 
and John R. Clark, of Lincoln. A severe 
cold wave enveloped the state during 
December and delayed the work of 
erecting the outside plant so the first 
telephones were not connected to the 
exchange until early in the following 
year. Clarence L. Judson was the first 
manager of the Lincoln exchange, but 
was succeeded in less than a year -by 


H. L. Beaty. 

These were the events which shaped 
the telephone industry in Lincoln sevep- 
ty years ago. Less than four years had 
elapsed since Bell discovered the prin- 
ciple of transmitting speech by wire. It 
should also be part of this story that a 
telephone was actually in operation ip 
Lincoln as early as in April 1878, for 
some of the more enterprising men of 
the town had already begun to experi- 
ment with the invention. In February, 
of that year, a group of A®& N railroad 
men were constructing a line along the 
right of way from Atchison toward Lin- 
coln. The foremost figure in this plan 
was George Bonnell, local ticket agent 
for the B & M railroad. A telephone 
was installed in the depot, but history 
kindly has little to say concerning the 
quality of service—if any—to Atchison 
and points between. In April 1878 
line was strung from the depot to the 
Western Union telegraph office and 
Lincoln’s first telephone connection was 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Elvin Wait and Mrs. Les Livingston ‘Dive For The Oyster” 
through an arch made by Mrs. Roy Mills and Alex Geist. Mrs. Nelson 


Liesvelt happily looks on. 


HE Lincoln employee square dancers 

are at it again this fall, starting out 
with the first frost by organizing a club 
with 50 paid-up members, enough to 
insure an entire season of fortnightly 
meetings. The scene of the first three 
dances of the season has been the gen- 
eral office club rooms, which were re- 
cently enlarged and, so far, have proved 
spacious enough to accommodate the 
group of five to seven squares. 

At a business meeting held on the 
night of the first dance, October 3, the 
club was formally organized and the 
following officers elected to serve dur- 
ing the first season: Joe Hartley, presi- 
dent; Milton Metcalf, vice-president; 
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Virginia Perry, secretary and Bedric 
Wanek, treasurer. Ed Dulin was ap- 
pointed as representative to the Council 
of Folk and Square Dance Clubs. Ray 
Clinton was voted the prize for his sug- 
gestion of “The Forty-Niners” as the 
name of the dancing group. 

While most of the couples in the 
club started out as green timber only 
last March, the squares have already 
taken on a _ professional appearance. 
There has been good progress made in 
the calling department, where enough 
members have been trained as callers 
to provide a full evening of dances. 
Good square dance orchestras are few, 
and hard to schedule, so it was a pleas- 


The “Birdie In a Cage” is Mary Eis. Bill Rosenthal and Mr. and 
Mrs. Floyd Barnett make the cage which surrounds her, 


ant surprise to the “Forty-Niners” to 
be greeted by their own orchestra on 
October 17. With Hazel Nichols at 
the piano, Ray Baldwin with his drums, 
and an imported old-time fiddler, they 
made music to rival the best that the 
town has to offer. 

Membership in the club was offered 
at a subscription price of $5.00 for a 
season extending through at least 12 
dances, a restriction being that at least 
one member of each couple should be 
a telephone employee. The club meets 
on alternate Monday evenings at eight 
o'clock. Spectators and guests are wel- 
come so long as gallery seats and floor 
space are available to accommodate 
them. 


Courtesy and That 


Personal Touch 
MONG the seven modern wonders 


£4 of the world should be included 
some of the marvels of nature, some 
achievements in the realm of science 
and of industry and, in the field of 
human relationships, the unfailing cour- 
tesy of the telephone operator. That's 
what George E. Hartz of the A. T. and 
T. Company told the USITA Traffic 
Conference last month in Chicago. His 
remarks were summarized in Telephone 
Engineer magazine. 

“This unfailing courtesy,” he said, 
“has been described by many names, 
but none that seems to do full justice 
to the reality. Such terms have been 


used as “Overtones, “Personalized Serv- 
ice,’ “Pleasing Service,’ and the familiar 
slogan, “The Voice That Sparkles.’ Per- 
haps best known is the slogan, “The 
Voice with the Smile,’ but this is more 
than a voice and more than a smile—it 
is both voice and manner; it is a sin’ 
cere, deep, friendly, personal interest 
in every telephone user and in every 
call.” 

Mr. Hartz stated that creating the 
desire to render a pleasing service, 1s 
accomplished by inspiration and ex- 
ample. 

“All persons,” 
wish to be liked—to be well an 
ably regarded. Operators, of course, are 
quick to realize that the people they 
deal with throughout the day never see 
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he said, “naturally 
d tavor- 


them at all and, therefore, must judge 
them solely on the basis of voice and 
manner. They are quick to realize also 
that if they are cheerful, friendly, and 
display personal interest, their cus- 
tomers generally will reciprocate and 
thus their work will be made more 
interesting and pleasant. This thought 
has been well expressed by the operators 
themselves—as one girl put it, “Pleas- 
ing the customer makes the work 
easier and gives me greater per- 
sonal satisfaction.’ Another operator 
said practically the same thing in a 
slightly different way, ‘Satisfied cus- 
tomers are pleasant to deal with 
and easy to please’.” 


It makes sense, doesn’t it? 


Tom Lengdon and the 
Peachman Brothers 


Receive Orchids 


UST often enough to add zest to a 
routine task, pleasant surprises come 
with the opening of the morning’s mail. 
A few days ago, T. E. Longdon, area 
manager, Fairbury, tore open an en- 
velope from Gaughenbaugh’s Paint and 
Wallpaper Store, a local firm, and 
found such a surprise in the form of 
a thoughtful and complimentary letter 
from the proprietor. It is reproduced 
here because it could well be typical 
of hundreds of “intended” letters from 
that large group of subscribers who are 
well satsified with their telephone serv- 
ice, and plan—some day—to ‘tell the 
telephone company about it. Alas, they 
usually remain unwritten. 


Mr. Gaughenbaugh’s letter reads as 
follows: 


“We are guilty at times of doing our 
share of complaining about the service 
that we have received from your com- 
pany, but when the service is good we 
take it for granted and seldom, if ever, 
take the trouble to say so. 

“T was thinking about this today and 
decided that I would write you this 
letter of thanks. 

“The story is a short one as it always 
seems to take less words to describe 


The Lincoln switchmen, of wide 
renown as a party throwing aggre- 
gation, added to their reputation in 
their latest assembly—a hamburger 
fry—at Grenemeier Hall. About 50 


good things than it does to complain, 
but for the last year we have found 
that all of your service has been excep- 
tionally good, both local and long dis- 
tance, and both at our home and in the 
business. I might say also that your 
repair department has given us excep- 
tional service, even to the extent of 
finding and correcting difficulties be- 
fore we knew that they existed.” 


Another fine tribute comes from 
A. L. Winner, district plant superin- 
tendent, A. T. & T. Long Lines De- 
partment at Omaha. It was directed 
to Herb Hansen at the Lincoln Junc- 
tion, and requested that he tell all con- 
cerned of a high compliment which 
came from the division service group 
at Chicago for the manner in which the 
Lincoln office was following the prog- 
ress of the new 81-C-1 system and keep- 
ing the division informed of results. 
They said it was outstanding among 
action of other offices. It developed 
that those mostly concerned were the 
Peachman brothers, Charley and Henry, 
who played a major role in placing the 
system into service. Translated into 
telephone language, 81-C-1 identifies 
the project, equipment and process of 
sequential operation in the teletype 
switching system, and brings a new era 
of speed in operation to this field. 


switchmen and paying guests were 
in attendance. Cards and a gab- 
fest formed the flexible program, 
and a fine time was reported 
by all. 
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Lincoln Exchange 
Passes 70th Birthday 


(Continued from Page 2) 


established. It is reported to have 
worked “perfectly.” 


The acoustical, or “tight-wire” tele- 
phone also made its appearance, and a 
pair of these speakers were installed in 
the office of the Marshall Wood and 
Coal Company in September, 1878. In 
October, the same year, Harry Downs 
purchased a pair of electrical telephones 
and erected an experimental line. A 
newspaper item tells us that he was 
having “an immense amount of trouble 
getting his telephones to talk.” On 
September 5, 1879, the State Journal 
counting and editorial rooms were con- 
nected by Edison telephone to the busi- 
ness manager's residence at the corner 
of 16th and M Streets, and commented 
editorially that “the telephone is a big 
thing, and we can hardly understand 
how a well regulated business house 
can be without it.” 


But all these were forerunners of the 
official launching of the telephone busi- 
ness in Lincoln, The instruments men- 
tioned were not of Bell manufacture 
and were imported more as experiments 
than as a public service. None of them 
were interconnected through a switch- 
board, and thus had no greater func- 
tion than to establtsh a fixed connec- 
tion with another telephone over a 
single line. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Carl Steffen, father of Florence Fruehling, 
cashier at Auburn, passed away October 6. 
Funeral services were held at the Hickory 
Grove Church in Auburn on October 8, and 
burial was at Auburn. 


Enoch Slater, father of Dorcas Slater, 
Fairbury Traffic Department, passed away 
October 18. Funeral services were held Oc 
tober 20 at Fairbury. 


New York and Chicago are the only 
citics in the world with more than a 
million telephones. 
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The average daily telephone conver- 
sations in the United States (local and 
toll) have increased from 109 million 
at the end of the war to 161 million at 
the end of June this year, an increase 
of nearly 50 per cent. 
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The Pioneers Are Busy 
HE Frank H. Woods Pioneer Chap- 


ter received special recognition at 
the annual meeting of the National 
Association at Chicago on October 11 
when Merle M. Hale, Lincoln, was 
elected to a three year term on the 
board of directors, and Gilbert M. Klein, 
Columbus, was appointed to a similar 
term on the advisory committee. 


The national roster, recently mailed 
to all members, again reveals our Chap- 
ter to be one of the more progressive 
units of the Association, and well rep- 
resented in the roster’s portrait section, 
featuring members with more than 30 
years service in the industry. Chapter 
members with more than 50 years credit 
are George Pratt, Aurora, 61 years; E. S. 
Fisher, Lincoln, 57 years; C. N. Beaver, 
York, 52 years; J. W. Richmond, Avon 
Park, Florida, 50 years; and H. A. 
“Jack” White, Lincoln, 50 years. 

Chauncey Eggerss, chairman of the 
social committee reports that a series 
of territorial meetings are being planned 
for the winter months. They will be 
held at four strategically located points, 
with the notion of bringing the enter- 
tainment as closely as possible to the 
center of pioneer population. On the 
entertainment docket, and already in 
the process of being formed is a va- 
riety. show, made up of some new and 
exceptional talent found in our Com- 
pany ranks at Lincoln. The show is 
expected to “get on the road” some- 
time this month. 

The ladies have already had their 
annual get-together, but the event came 
too late to make the NEWS “dead- 
line.” It will be fully reported in our 
next month’s issue. Of course, the gala 
occasion of the year is the annual ban- 
quet and reunion which has been sched- 
uled for next spring. The social com- 
mittee members are already bending 
their efforts toward making this party 
a milestone in Pioneer history. 


Yeah, But What's the 
Fur Fur? 


When more and better ways to live 
luxuriously are devised, Hollywood 
will invent them. Latest proof of this 
prediction is a mink-upholstered tele- 
phone, demonstrated in use recently by 
a blond starlet. Ermine, sable and white 
mink coverings are also available. 
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Big news from the West-End is 
that installation of the Hastings dial 
exchange C.O.E. is well under way. 
This picture was taken just before 
the opening of the packing cases in 
mid-September. Left to right, front 
row: J. J. Gilmore, Jim Geist, How- 
ard Stroup and V. E. Embrey. Sec- 
ond row: Emil Wagner, K. Kaiser, 
H. Gillespie, B- L. Herzog, R. C. 
Lederer and Walter Jungiewicz. 


. 


K > 


"at 


Fath atl atl atratlatratl. 
G44, 4, 4.4,%F 


ee 


Hastings Tribune Photo 
Third row: Jack Mason, George 
Fleck, Joe Langdon, J. S. Young, 
M.C. Benson and M. H. DeLang. 

The boys have progressed nicely 
since that time. A present-day pic- 
ture would show the superstruc- 
ture already erected and much of 
the equipment mounted. The 
“News” will endeavor to keep 
abreast of developments photo- 
graphically during the coming 
months. 
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Lets Get Acquainted 
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The following list of new employees is published as a gesture of friendly 
welcome and to help them get acquainted. We hope that they will enjoy their 
new occupation as well as the many fine associations that go with it. 


Date 
Name Position Exchange Employed 
Accounting 
Gertrude B. Bauer............... MiBCNING ODP oianccce verses coeds DCO 1M 0 dcacasssasqucandterasiveatiriiemcteunvoss A DOCODer Li 
Bie “Kars. FRISIINE cc ascercsstcccstacsices Bldg. Messengev..................... DRS YE os ciate desea actidenderdeseaueceresades .......October 17 
Velma J. Van Engen........... Machine Opvr........ inQacanttnonnetss DAN GOMN cericsecccters: enidy ssieasre caste oe OER. G 
Plant 
E. D. Mathev..........................Groundman................... ilaiele Weeping Water... sis do vaessespintaent October 12 
M. L. Melvin.................. CSV OUTIL is ses osc nccanssiecnsiin ces TAU T Yoon aselsonaniniotentnetasecsden inveecicseeCODer 0 
Bis Bs, WOR Be sccdisscesvevawvenguerans oxwkees : | |, | 1 ne ee ae Hastings............. css anasivusi adensecaskasecansh October 3 
1; ae Ome © ic | | ree Splicer’s Helper...................... 1b 2001 6 en OE Rane eae e nO ae September 26 
Bi. Pee - WIE ncnnken nieces Groundman............0................. LAVIGO UD  cisesecxasancernstesdinnpstapustenrnsotaramn A OCOOer au 
Traffic 

Shirley A.. Adams...........A. 62 Ly Operator.....scsiccccssss HASUNES. .6sccsecccesissceees: 3 September 27 
Marjorie J; Beckman.......A. ODev a Or i. 0iiescicccccsseicneeess PRUDUPN cc. scccirscnienerencetaccdisdeieer cia OCCODer TT 
Dolores J... DOS. vs siisessccecvascene ds SPD OT AUON oi iccdcecn a eacinciesee. ELBE ON socio evckesuravcsocersvank ...... September 28 
Darleen E. Geyetr......... Fi RIVOCT ATOR. oes cscsssassscs i3j SAASATIRS 5565: L Snasiduastaetitedeheinid nadinietocss October 3 
Virginia S. Hartman........ A Operator............................... Hastings..... ‘awanitoss siseesite.sageusstics OCCODEN 3 
Anita W. Herndon.............. By Be Ts QPOrator’.«.cccckccicsccscies, WOR Riuccceseowcsscovacse siete tases ecee vessel October 17 
Irene L. Kennedy. ee eS 5 2); i: US 6 ge ... Lincoln... — Z Sided October 4 
Erma F. Lawlevr....... ssisceoemdt Operator....:..: ee = 215) 8 tc): ne October 11 
Betty L. Moutray........ A Overator........ i, OO A rcs October 17 
Margie D. Olsen. A Operator... .... Hastings... ..October 11 
Betty J. Young _A Operator ... Beatrice October 3 
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of This Company, to whom It Is 
Furnished Without Charge 
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THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & 
TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


New Associate Editor 


We are happy to present our new as- 
sociate editor, Christine Mason, 
who has accepted the assignment of 
reporting the activ- 
ities of the South- 
ern District for the 
“News.” She start- 
ed her employment 
with the company 
in 1946 as cashier 
at Beatrice and re- 
cently was made 
junior secretary in 


. ig the Southern Dis- 
Christine Mason trict Office. 


Chris succeeds Wilma Stolzenburg, 
who resigned recently, and the “News” 
wishes to extend sincere thanks to 
Wilma who has done a fine job of re- 
porting the happenings in the Southern 
District since June, 1948. 


Elected to National 
Directorships 
JICE-PRESIDENT Hiland H. Wheel- 


er was elected a director of the 
United States Independent Telephone 
Association at its annual convention 
held last month in Chicago. Also last 
month, the Independent Telephone 
Pioneer Association elected Merle M. 
Hale, general commercial superintend- 
ent, to its Board of Directors at the An- 
nual Association meeting in Chicago. 
Mr. Hale and C. C. Donley, chief 
engineer, participated in the speaking 
program of the USITA convention in 
commercial and traffic conferences re- 


spectively. 


Another Volume of the 
News Goes To Bindery 


ITH the publication of next month’s 

“News,” Volumes 30 and 31 of 
our magazine will be completed and 
ready to send to the bindery. A volume 
includes the 11 issues of a single year 
and, following the practice established 
in 1945, the magazines published in 
1948 and 1949 will be bound in a 
single book. 


Those who have saved their copies 
of the “News” for this period are in- 
vited to send them to the editor for 
binding. A considerable saving is ef- 
fected through placing a single quan- 
tity order, and this is passed along in 
its entirety to employees and pen- 
sioners. The usual binding materials 
are again available in a choice of four 
colors, black, brown, maroon or dark 
green. We suggest that you start now 
to assemble your copies for binding. 
Further information as to cost and mail- 
ing procedure will be contained in the 
December “News.” 


Important People 


The customer is not someone to 
argue with or match wits against— 
nobody ever won an argument with a 
customer even though he may have 


thought he did. 


The customer is a person who brings 
us his wants. If we have sufficient 
imagination we will endeavor to handle 
them profitably to him and to our- 
selves. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Johnson are the 
proud parents of a baby girl, Penny Sue, who 
made her appearance on October 13. Ray- 
mond is a member of the Tecumseh Plant 
Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. B. L. Herzog announce the 
birth of a baby girl, Janet Lou, on October 
22. The very proud papa is working on the 
C.O.E. Installation at the new Hastings 
building. Mrs. Herzog was formerly a clerk 
in the Hastings Business Office. 


Mr. and Mrs. Donald F. Kapke are the 
proud parents of a son, born October 14, 
1949. They have named the boy, Donald 
Michel. Donald is a member of the Con- 
struction Department. 
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Benefit Claims Paid 


dies following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the month 


of October: 


Primary members: Erma L. Dixon, Geneva 
Traffic, $118.50; Regina T. Bethscheider, He- 
bron Traffic, $140.50; Mary G. Trumble, Lin- 
coln Traffic, $49.50; Anna K. Menninga, 
Beatrice Traffic, $44.80; Georgia Tartsch, 
Plattsmouth Commercial, $185.50; R. T. Ross, 
Lincoln Accounting, $15.00; W. P. Shuck, Lin- 
coln Service, $9.50; Verna Alexander, Lincoln 
Commercial, $25.00; Lillie I. Labart, Wilber 
Traffic, $45.00. Frances M. Virgil, Lincoln Ac- 
counting, $5.00; T. G. Goldenstein, Lincoln 
Construction, $20.00; V. M. Bailey, Lincoln 
Construction, $49.50. 


Dependents: Doris Oglesby, Wymore, $37.50; 
John C. Eggerss, Lincoln, $7.50; Alice Schell- 
enberg, Lincoln, $72.45; Mrs. M. E. Royce, 
Lincoln, $139.39; Frankie DeBord, Fairbury, 
$17.25; Mrs. H. O. Gillespie, Beatrice, $148.13; 
Mrs. R. A. Carlson, Lincoln, $154.13; Mary 
Walker, Lincoln, $7.50; Mrs. F. E, Behm, Lin- 
coln, $8.25; Mrs. C. E. Harp, Lincoln, $118.13; 
Mrs. W. R. Behrns, Wahoo, $126.53; Mrs. L. G. 
Saunders, Lincoln, $6.75; Ronald E, McClure, 
Lincoln, $7.50; Mrs. G. M. Albury, Lincoln, 
$15.00; Mrs. M. C. Hulbert, Lincoln, $28.13. 


Dentists “Learn By Phone” 
NOVEL form of class instruction 
was displayed on October 10 when 

some 7,000 dentists in 39 states, the 
District of Columbia and Canada gath- 
ered in their respective districts to learn 
by telephone. 


Our Company, through the co-opera- 
tion of other telephone and broadcast- 
ing companies arranged for Lincoln and 
Hastings dentists to hear the program. 
Lectures by six prominent dental special- 
ists from the University of Illinois were 
transmitted over a broadcast wire from 
Chicago and “ballooned” over loud 
speakers. 

The presentation was very successful 
and more are planned in the future. 


Vera Bock Dies 
ERA K. BOCK, part-time traffic de- 
partment employee at the Syra- 
cuse exchange, died at an Omaha hos- 
pital on October 16. She had entered 
the hospital for surgery a week before, 
and was seemingly well along the way 
toward recovery when she succumbed 
suddenly of a heart attack. Her em- 
ployment as relief operator dates from 
April 3, 1946. 

Mrs. Bock was active in the affairs 
of the local American Legion Auxiliary, 
The Woman’s Club and in the Method- 
ist Church. She had resided in Syracuse 
since 1922. Survivors include her hus- 
band, Edward Bock, and one son. 


Promotions, Transfers, Title Changes 


Dixie Blake Virginia Coon 
Cashier Asst. Chief Opr. 
York Beatrice 


Accounting 


Anita M. Jensen, clerk-typist to machine 
operator, Lincoln. 

Belva Jean Viox, clerk-typist to machine 
operator, Lincoln. 


Commercial 


Dixie Blake, clerk to cashier, York. 


Norma J. Rutan, clerk to cashier, Beatrice. 


Non-Functional 


Christine Mason, cashier, Beatrice Commer- 
cial, to junior secretary, Southern District 


Office. 
Plant 


Mary M. Bornemeier, A€&L operator, Ash- 
land, to service operator, Lincoln. 

R. W. Clark, groundman to splicer’s helper, 
Hastings Construction. 

William J. Cotton, Jr., shopman, supply, to 
switchman, Lincoln Service. 

Clyde W. Higgins, tester to combinationman, 
Lincoln Service. 

James P. Howland, combinationman, Weep- 
ing Water, to switchman, Lincoln Service. 

Robert H. Olderog, splicer’s helper to 
groundman, Lincoln Construction. 

D. J. Spencer, splicer’s helper to groundman, 
Hastings Construction. 


Traffic 


Helen Alexander, L operator to NAGL oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Doris J. Armstrong, A operator to A&L 
operator, Lincoln. 

Eloise M. Baldwin, A operator to A&@L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Kathleen Bedient, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, York. 

Anna M. Bott, A&L operator to desk oper- 
ator, Hastings. 

Mary P. Boyce, A operator to AGL oper- 
ator, Hebron. . 

Marilyn J. Braun, A operator to AGL oper- 
ator, Hebron. 

Nola D. Buckow, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. . 

Virginia M. Coon, A€&L operator to assistant 
chief operator, Beatrice. 

Elizabeth A. Davenport, A operator to A@L 
operator, Hebron. 

Anna M. Dealey, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Corrine J. DeBacker, A operator to AGL 


operator, Hastings. 


Thayer Morgan 
Asst. Chief Opr. 
Auburn 


Christine Mason 
Junior Secretary 
Southern Dist, Ofc. 


Kathryn Guilfoyle, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Rose I. Guilfoyle, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Darlene E. Johannes, A€&L operator to clerk, 
Lincoln. 

Eva Mae Kilgore, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, David City. 

Norma L. Larimore, A operator to A€&L 
operator, Beatrice. 

Monica Lempka, A€&L operator to instructor, 
Auburn. 

Phoebe E. Lorensen, A operator to A&L 
operator, Weeping Water. 

Anita M. Luzum, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Thayer E. Morgan, A&L instructor to as 
sistant chief operator, Auburn. 

Anne M. Myers, L operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Irene D. Novotny, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Fairbury. 

Betty J. O'Mara, NA&L operator to A&L 
operator, Lincoln. 

Enid L. Page, A operator to A&L operator, 
Superior. 

Theresa Peters, A operator to A&L operator, 
Lincoln. 

Berdina M. Rau, L operator to A&L operator, 
Lincoln. 

Mildred M. Raymond, A operator to A&L 
operator, Lincoln. 

Elizabeth A. Reinch, A operator to A&L 
operator, Lincoln. 

Henrietta C. Rushing, A€&L operator to L 
supervisor, Lincoln. 

Lenora Schwartz, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Joanne M. Shuman, A operator to A&L 
operator, Hastings. 

Harley L. Snook, L operator to desk operator, 
Lincoln. 

Lorraine Steckley, A&L operator to instruc- 
tor, Nebraska City. 

Agnes Sundberg, A@L operator to assistant 
chief operator, Stromsburg. 

Elaine D. Tharp, A operator to A&L oper: 
ator, Wahoo. 

Betty J. Vogelgesang, A@L operator to A@L 
supervisor, Lincoln. 

Dorothy Waldmeir, A operator to A&L oper’ 
ator, Hebron. 

Rita R. White, A operator to A@L operator, 
York. 
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Norma J. Rutan Lorraine Steckley 
Cashier Instructor 
Beatrice Nebraska City 


Betty Hemberger of the Hastings Traffic 
Department became the bride of Thomas 
Mooney on September 26 at St. Cecilia’s 
Catholic Church in Hastings. Mrs. Mooney 
will continue her work. 


The marriage of Lois Cole, Nebraska City 
Traffic Department, and Charles Smith was 
solemnized on October 2 at the Methodist 
Parsonage in Nebraska City. Mrs. Smith is 
continuing her work. 


Kathleen Walsh of the York Traffic De- 
partment and Richard Bedient were united 
in marriage on October 10 in the Catholic 
Church in York. Mrs. Bedient will continue 
her work. 


Shirley Hutchinson of the Weeping Water 
Tratfic Department became the bride of Lin- 
ville I. Prall of Gallup, New Mexico, on 
October 9 at the Congregational Church in 
Weeping Water. Mrs. Prall has resigned and 
the couple will live in Gallup. 


The Plasi Church was the scene of the 
October 11 wedding of Joan Pospisil of 
the Wahoo Traffic Department and John 
Steinbach. The couple will reside in Wahoo 
and Mrs. Steinbach will continue her work. 

Helen Simons, operator at Hastings, be 
came the bride of Richard L. Arnold on 
October 14 in Grand Island. Mrs. Arnold 


will continue her work. 

Imogene Robertson, Chief Operator at 
Wymore and Otto Berthold were united in 
marriage on October 15 at the Christian 
Church in Wymore. Mrs. Berthold will con- 
tinue her work. 

Dorothy Whitehead, Beatrice Traffic De- 
partment, and Richard Brandt were married 
October 23 at St. John’s Lutheran Church 
in Beatrice. Mrs. Brandt will continue her 
work. 

About two-thirds of the more than 
40 million telephones in the United 
States are residence telephones. 


The owitchhboard Story 


‘pees is the tale of the telephone 

switchboard—and its development 
since the first exchange was built in 
Lincoln 70 years ago. The story has 
never before been printed because the 
records of those olden days were pre- 
served mainly in the memory of some 
of the town’s first telephone men, three 
of whom, in particular, have contrib- 
uted most to this history. They are: 
Charles Atkins, who began work as a 
lineman in July, 1883, and was manager 
at Beatrice in 1887-1888; Herman Eiche, 
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who started as night Operator in Sep- 
tember, 1886, and rose to manager 
Lincoln from 1891 to 1899. and E S 
“Ned” Fisher, who entere _ 
at Lincoln in 1891 
sion in 1946. 

Mr. Atkins and Mr. Fiche were in- 
terviewed “for the record” 
ago, and their stories were made t 
of our historical] collection. — 

In the late fall of 1879, a group of 
Omaha and_ Lincoln business ne 
formed a company and ordered the tele- 
phone instruments, material and 
switchboard from the Bel] group at Bo ; 
ton. Some of these men had gained ex- 
perience in installing Omaha’s first ex- 
change three months before this anne 

There wasn't much to the task of oie 
structing the exchange when the m 
lal arrived. Customers were few 
near-by. The telephone was fastened t 
the wall and a wire Strung across ne 
tops to the switchboard, and the installa- 
tion was completed. The exchange oo 
located on the second floor a the 
Holmes Block on South lith Stre : 
but within a few months removed 
the second floor of the Uni 
10th and O Streets where 
for more than six years. 

- The switchboard was known as th 
Williams,” or cross bar ty 7 On 
both shelf and panel, two sets a Bed 
bars crossed each other at right an fe 
each subscriber’s line being an in 
connected to one of the vertical ae 
Connections were established Between 
two lines by joining them through a 
one of the horizontal bars by meats * 
metal pins passing through, and fittin 
into holes drilled in both sets of bars i; 
their points of crossing. The lines tee 
minated at the board through a rino- 
down drop to ground. On ieee 
the summons the operator would ie 
move the ground, replace the drop and 
inquire what number was wanted She 
would then call the number and tutor 
the party that she had a call for them 


d the business 
and retired On pen- 


several years 


ater- 
and 


et, 
to 
on Block at 
it remained 


(Left) One-half section of the Gilliland 
switchboard. This type was first used in Lin- 
coln in 1887. 


(Right) The world’s first switchboard was 
installed at New Haven, Connecticut in Jan- 
uary, 1878, Iis total capacity was eight lines. 
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Ned Fisher looks over a telephone of the 
type used with the New Haven switchbcard. 


then the connection would be plugged 
in, and the operator would tell the call- 
ing party to begin the conversation. 
The capacity of the board was 50 lines, 
including the operator’s station, which 
was connected to both a vertical and 
horizontal bar. When an exchange grew 
beyond the 50 line mark, or multiples 
thereof, other boards were necessarily 
added, some of the horizontal bars of 
each board being reserved for connect’ 
ing subscribers to other boards. There 
was no such thing, at this time, as a 
multiple switchboard. 

When the expanding exchange 
moved into the Richards Block, at lith 
and O streets in 1887, it fell heir to an 
outgrown switchboard which had been 
used in Omaha. This was the “Gilli 
land,” finest board of its day and al- 
ready employing the features of spring 
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jacks and flexible cords which have 
passed down with little change to the 
modern boards of today. 

The operator merely established the 
connection and did not ring the called 
party. From the standpoint of a sub- 
scriber, telephoning was more compli- 
cated then than now and the sequence 
of events in making a call, as outlined 
in the telephone directory of that time 
was as follows: “. . . Give the bell one 
short, quick ring, immediately remove 
your telephone and when answered give 
the number of the subscriber you want. 
When the operator repeats the number 
you call for, (and not before) hang up 
your telephone and call the subscriber 
you want by giving two brisk rings, or, 
as indicated by the number opposite the 
subscriber’s name. Then place the tele- 
phone firmly to your ear and wait 
answer by voice. To talk for short 
distances stand six inches from trans- 
mitter. For talking over long lines stand 
three inches from transmitter. Do not 
use the telephone during a thunder- 
storm,” 


The subscriber's line terminated at 
only one of the four full positions of 
100 lines each so it was still necessary to 
interconnect between the boards. One 
operator was also assigned the toll sec- 
tion but business over the long lines 
was light. There was one circuit to 
Omaha and six others fanning out to 


Wahoo, Crete, York, Beatrice, Nebraska 


City and Plattsmouth. These circuits 
were looped into various towns enroute 
so that direct contact could be had with 
30 or more towns in the immediate v1- 
cinity. This made a fine talking point 
for the telephone company but in prac- 
tice the toll connections left much to 
be desired. Transmission was generally 
so poor, that only those with leather 
lungs attempted to talk to distant points 
except in cases of dire emergency. 

The “Gilliland” was equipped with 
pendant transmitter and the operator 
wore head-band receivers. The board 
was high and the drops were not self 
restoring, so the operators were kept in 
physical trim through the constant task 
of pushing them back into position with 
the aid of a yardstick. 


The Nebraska Bell Company built a 
new three-story building on South 13th 
street in 1895. occupying it the follow- 
ing February. Here was installed, brand 
new, the very latest in switchboard ex- 
cellence. Among the many new features 
and improvements, the multiple system 
attracted the most attention and was 
widely acclaimed. Now it was no longer 
necessary to shout across the room to 
another operator to complete a con- 
nection, as all local calls could be 
handled within the confines of one of 
the shiny city boards. 

Gertrude Hellweg was chicf operator 
and Mary Blair the out-of-town opera- 
tor at the new central office where a 
total of twelve “hello girls” were em 
ployed. Calls were answered by the 
query “What number?” and an average 
of 5,500 calls a day were completed— 
counting, of course, the “Where's the 
fire?” calls, which flooded the boards 
whenever the three blasts of the fire 
whistle were blown. Central was also 
a clearing house for information of 
nearly every sort ranging from spelling 
words for Junior’s home work to giving 
Mother the recipe for English Apple 
pie. Money deposited by customers 
using one of Lincoln’s few public tele- 
phone booths was recorded in code on 
a “ticker tape’ machine mounted on 
the face of the out-of-town board and 
by decoding the tape the operator was 
able to determine the amount and de- 

(Left) 6-line board of the old Cheney Tele- 
phone Company. A distinctive tone for each 


set of bells was the only means of identify- 
ing the line from which a call came. 


(Right) An old 20-line board forms a part 
of the Pioneers’ historical collection at 
Lincoln. 
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The Williams cross-bar switchboard with a 
capacity of 50 lines was installed in Lincoln 


early in the year 1880. 


nomination of the coins dropped into 
the slot. 
A storm of protest came from the sub- 
scribers when, with the cutting into 
(Continued on Page 10) 


Service Birthdays 


W. A. Rosenthal 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Eita Griffin 
Geneva 
25 Years 


Forty-Four Years 
Milo Caslasky, Lincoln. 
Forty-One Years 
A. B. Smith, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Six Years 
Margaret Bethscheider, Hebron. 
Thirty-Four Years 
F. M. Adkins, Sutton. 
Thirty-Three Years 
R. C. Boling, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 
Deroy Helfer, Nebraska City; W. H. Web- 


ster, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
Mary B. Bethscheider, Hebron; S. F. 
Bush, J. T. May, Lincoln; Erma L. Dixon, 
Geneva; T. E. Longdon, Fairbury. 
Twenty-Eight Years 


H. H. Lahr, Hastings; Martha M. Merz, 


Seward. 
Twenty-Five Years 
Fita Griffin, Geneva; W. A. Rosenthal, 
Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 
J. E. Backstrom, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 
May L. May, Ashland; Della M. Wilcox, 


Lincoln. 
Twenty-Iwo Years 
Catherine Cassell, Sutton. 
Twenty-One Years 
A. B. Gorman, Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 
Lois A. Brown, Hastings. 
Nineteen Years 
Lavina McElroy, Wilber; Helen M. Ofe, 
Plattsmouth. 
Eighteen Years 
Louise K. Schmidt, Beatrice. 
Seventeen Years 
R. E. Hibbert, Miriam I. Carter, Lincoln. 
Twelve Years 
Ethel A. Daharsh, Wahoo. 


Mandane D. Reid 
Fairbury 
10 Years 


Lois A. Brown 
Hastings 
20 Years 


Ten Years 
Mandane D. Reid, Fairbury. 

Eight Years 
Clara Costello, Tecumseh. 


Seven Years 


Jacob Albrandt, Paul Henson, Mable M. 
Volpp, Lincoln; Iva F. Sole, Grafton. 


Six Years 
E. W. Burchess, H. W. Tubbs, Hastings; 


Adell Hershey, Tobias; Linda L. Kraus, D. D. 
Smith, Lincoln; Ann S. Stoll, Plattsmouth. 


Five Years 


LeNett J. Bell, Beaver Crossing; Alice L. 
Cotner, York; J. P. Howland, Lincoln; 
Gladys Neugebauer, Auburn. 


Do You Know 


From President Truman’s special 
train, whether it is moving at high 
speed or standing still, conversation 
can be held with any point in the world 
where telephone or radio-telephone 
facilities are available. 


The first overseas telephone call ever 
made from an automobile was put 
through from St. Louis to a telephone 
in Honolulu about 4,600 miles away, 
with radio carrying the call from the 
car to a central office, from which it 
went by land wires to San Francisco, 
by radio to Honolulu, and again by wire 
to the person called. 


The United States has about 21 tele- 


the world average, latest available fig- 
ures show, is 2.2 telephones for every 
hundred persons. 
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The Switchboard Story 


(Continued from Page 9) 


service of the new board, the Company 
insisted that all calls must be made by 
number. Although all telephones had 
been assigned numbers in the directory 
since the very early days, it had always 
been the standard practice to ask Cen- 
tral to “ring Mr. Jones who lives on 
East N street,” and if any reference to 
the directory was needed it was pre- 
sumed to be the operator’s business to 
attend to it. 

The switchboards which have been 
described up to this point in the story 
have been those of the Bell, or Ne- 
braska Telephone Company, and were 
made up almost entirely for local con- 
nections as long distance calls actually 
played a minor role in early telephone 
practice—and rural lines were non-ex- 
istent. Although satisfactory (?) con- 
nections had been established with 
Omaha as early as 1882, it was not until 
1897 that Lincoln was able to talk 
directly with Chicago. 


Soon after the Lincoln Telephone 
Company entered competition with the 
local Bell exchange in 1904, both the 
long distance and farm line features 
were pushed to the front. An inde- 
pendent long lines construction com- 
pany, known as the Western Telephone 
Company had built—or consolidated 
through purchase—a network of toll 
lines to most of the towns in the South 
Platte territory. This Company was 
merged with the Lincoln Telephone 
Company in 1909, after which a 12 posi- 
tion Dean switchboard was kept fairly 
busy in attending to their rural and long 
distance business. The Bell Company 
also had a 12 position magneto, local 
board in service in 1904, but under the 
spur of competition it expanded to 21 
positions by the time the two companies 
were merged in 1913 and all Lincoln 
telephones cut to dial service. The old 
board was then renovated, part of it 
being placed in service at Beatrice and 
part at Hastings where it is in use 
to this day. The Automatic company’s 
Dean board was revised and made a 
part of the present Lincoln switchboard 
system which was cut into service in the 
spring of 1914. It, too, is still in daily 
use. 


Eastern District 
Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 


Vacations are coming to an end in this 
District. Mr. Keckler has spent one week 
of his vacation just “taking it easy.” .. . 
Mr. McKinzie spent his time visiting his 
son and family in Iowa. ... Mr. Piper left 
for a week of hunting. We hope he has 
good luck. . . . “Yours Truly” spent two 
weeks visiting in Iowa and Illinois. 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


Cupid is still hovering about!! His latest 
victim is Evelyn Soukup. Congratulations 
Evelyn!!! . Leola Heins was in a car 
accident recently and is to be hospitalized 
for six weeks. She is recovering nicely. ... 
Camilla Selzer was on the sick list, but is 
back to work at present. ... A farewell 
party was given for Lena Conrad, who is 
leaving us after twenty years with the 
Company. The evening was spent socially 
and a covered dish lunch was served. Lena 
was presented with a nice farewell gift... . 
The rest room is undergoing a “face lifting” 
which has done a lot of good to brighten up 
the dark corners. . . . Miss Metcalf was a 
recent visitor at our office. . . . Vacations 
are about over for this year. Eve Dunning, 
Evelyn Soukup and Irene Swan are the 
last ones to report back. 


Nebraska City Area 
Betty Dishong and Iona Pieper, Correspondents 


The news is getting scarce with vacations 
nearly over and the fall weather setting in. 
Mrs. Placek has returned from her vacation. 
.. . Kathryn Owens and Shirley Gruber are 
now on theirs. Kathryn is one of those 
lucky people who gets three weeks. 
Dottie Waters and Joyce Savage (a former 
telephone gal) honored Mrs. Glen Cohn 
(the former Ardel Freudenberg) with a 
miscellaneous bridal shower. Those from 
our office attending were Mary Ross, Jeanne 
Vest, Violet Peterson, Miss Bader and 
Betty Dishong. She received many nice 
gifts. Everyone had a wonderful time. . 
Mr. Roy Ojers, Area Manager, was hon- 
ored with a surprise “40th Anniversary” 
party given at the Elks Club. . . . Betty 
Dishong was honored with a bridal shower 
by the Traffic and Commercial Depart- 
ment. It was held in the basement of the 
Telephone Office. The main attraction of 
the evening was a “mock wedding.” Parti- 


cipating were Dottie Waters (Mother of 
bride), Jeanne Vest (Bridegroom), “Snooks” 
Steckley (Bride) and Mary Ellen Drennan 
(Minister). Following the mock wedding, 
Mrs. Art Sweet snapped our pictures. Mrs. 
Dishong received many lovely gifts. Those 
in charge of the affair were Violet Peter- 
son, Mary Tackett, Edna Komma, Jeanne 
Vest and Betty Johnson. ... The birthdays 
of October are Kathryn Owens and Mary 
Lou Gude. . . . Miss Windels’, Chief Oper- 
ator, Syracuse, “35th Anniversary” turned 
out to be quite a surprise when she re- 
ceived a bouquet of gladioli from the tele- 
phone employees. We thought sure they 
would be all wilted after she ran from 
one neighbor to the other showing them 
her bouquet. . . . Chester Byard and wife 
returned from their trip to Kansas and 
Chet is back to work again. ... Miss Win- 
dels is on her vacation now, planning on 
cleaning house for pastime. ... Mr. Neu- 
jahr spent his vacation just staying around 
home. . .. Norma Jean Dettmer is back 
to work after going boating and enjoying 
the scenery in the Ozarks. . . . We were 
sorry to see Charles Kermoade leave us 
when he was transferred to Seward. Good 
luck in your new surroundings, Chuck... . 
Mrs. Lockhart was quite pleased when she 
returned from her vacation, when she was 
told she won the gold cup on her crocheted 


These three help keep the wires humming 
down Nebraska City way. Left to right: J. G. 
Durr, R. H. Kinnison and DeRoy Helfer, 


crew foreman. 
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bed spread she entered in the County Fair 


at Syracuse. She is eligible now to enter 
her bedspread in the National crochet con- 
test at New York in November. 


Platismouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


Hilda Johanns returned to work after 
spending her vacation at home... . Flor- 
ence Ellingson was a bridesmaid at her 
brother’s wedding in Pine City, Minnesota, 
last month. Not only was it a lovely wed- 
ding, but a wonderful trip for Florence. 
... The Telephone employees and their fam- 
ilies enjoyed a hamburger fry at the Tritsch 
residence this month. The cold night air 
and a blazing fire with the smell of juicy 
hamburgers sizzling, whetted up the appe- 
tite of the twenty-five people present. It 
was much fun for all. . . . Ben Anderson 
and family spent a pleasant week-end in 
Beatrice visiting friends. . . . Visitors dur- 
ing the month from Lincoln were Messrs. 
McKinzie, Velte, Schmeltzer and Strasser. 
... Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Newens spent a 
week-end in Kearney. . . . Don Gray, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gray, Weeping 
Water, is spending a few days with his 
parents. Don is here from San Diego where 
he is in the navy. Betty Jacobsen, 
Assistant Chief Operator at Weeping Water, 
is on a two weeks vacation, which she is 
spending at home. She will visit friends in 
Lincoln. . . . Jim Brown spent the week- 
end in Lexington. It couldn’t be a certain 
little blonde schoolteacher that entices our 
Jimmie so far from home, or could it??? 

. . Elizabeth Edwards returned from her 
vacation this week, having spent most of 
the time resting and being a lady of leisure. 
... Pearl Sutton, Cashier in the Plattsmouth 
office, was a bridesmaid at Shirley Hutch- 
inson’s wedding in Weeping Water, October 
9. . . . Congratulations and Best Wishes, 
Shirley!!!! Agnes Uhlick, telephone 
operator, spent Sunday in Omaha visiting 
her daughter, Betty, who is in nurse’s train- 
ing at St. Catherine’s Hospital. 

Wahoo Area 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 

Vacations are definitely on the wane. At 
the present time Leona Yarman of the 
Traffic Department, is enjoying ten days 
on the farm. . .. Betty Styskal also en- 
joyed an October vacation on the farm. 

On the evening of October 12, the 
Wahoo employees had a hard time party 


at the Country Club. Husbands, wives and 
boy friends were present. Needless to say, 
a good time was enjoyed by all. Games and 
square dancing took place followed by eats, 
which everyone needed to gain strength. 
Prizes were given for the poorest dressed. 
Norma Koukal took first prize for the 
women. Mr. and Mrs. Keckler were out 
of town guests. . .. Incidentally this Com- 
pany also celebrated five birthdays for Mae 
Beaty, Kathryn Miller, Hazel Hagenbuck, 
Francis Bordovsky and Betty Styskal. All 
were presented with lovely gifts. 


General Offices and 


Central District 
Accounting Department 


Frances Clinton, Associate Editor 


It has been reported on several occasions 
in this column that Ken and Mary Boshart 
were building a cabin at South Bend. After 
spending past vacations, week-ends, holi- 
days, hours off, and their most recent vaca- 
tion pursuing the completion of said build- 
ing program, we should be most happy to 
report that their vine-covered cottage is 
now vine-covered. But it isn’t. However, 
with the help of the office hecklers, we'll 
keep you posted with the latest reports until 
the last shingle is in place. Those in the 
know say it’s going to be scrumptious when 
it’s finished. . . . Clara Jones, who is punc- 
tuality personified forty-nine weeks of the 
year, overslept the first day of her vacation 
and was late leaving on her trip to Ames, 
Iowa. But the trip was successful in spite 
of that —or because of it... . There have 
been several other vacationers this month, 
including Viva June Siefert, who spent her 
vacation at home, Ann Keegan, who jour- 
neyed to Hastings and Tecumseh, and Ferne 
Burns, who spent a week in Wichita, Kan- 
sas. The highlight of Ferne’s trip was 
visiting the control tower of the Wichita 
airport and watching incoming and outgoing 
planes. Guess that’s the reason her heart is 
still in the clouds. .. . Several of his friends 
reported visiting with Roy Galley on a re- 
cent week-end. Our former Revenue Ac- 
countant was in Lincoln for a short visit 
and says he hopes to come back to see all 
the gang before long. We’ll certainly be 
looking forward to his visit... . We're happy 
to report that Helen Pickard is well on the 
road to recovery after her recent operation, 
and should be back with us before too much 
longer. . . . The well-known cold and flu 
bugs have been causing trouble in our de- 
partment, with Arlene Yost, Jane Spohn 
and Eunice Bailey on the list of victims. 

. Our co-workers in other departments 
are having trouble locating the personnel in 
the north room of the Accounting Depart- 
ment these days. The advent of four shiny 
new desks called for a revision in floor 
plan, and for a few hours nothing seemed 
to be in the right place. Maybe that’s the 
reason Jean Walker, whose _ occasional 
Stoopnagle-isms are becoming famous, was 
wandering around wondering what had be- 
come of the baste-wasket. 


This group of Lincoln commercial department girls attended the task of preparing the 
first mailing of subscribers’ statements under the new practice of enclosing the original 
toll tickets. Clockwise around the table they are identified as: LaVonne Miller, Barbara 
Huston, Wanda McDowell, Ruth Younger, Dolores Michael, Alice Fender, Verna Alexander 
and Anne Swisher. 


Commercial Department 


Lincoln Business Office 
Myrtle Hiner, Associate Editor 


Maybe some of you have noticed the 
epidemic of bow ties, that has broken out 
among the intelligentsia of the office. It 
may be a style or vogue in gentlemen’s 
wear, but this writer is inclined to think 
some of the boys have gotten fed up trail- 
ing their four in hands through the soup 
when they reach across the table for the 
sugar. ... Not only is this the open season 
on ducks, pheasants and other forms of wild 
life, but we notice there has been hunting 
done on home reservations by Dan Cupid 
himself. He must have had favorable re- 
sults for the evidence points to a sparkler 
on LaVonne Miller’s third finger left hand. 
Good shooting Marvin Joosten — Congratu- 
lations! ... Alex Geist spent a week of his 
vacation in Chicago attending the Independ- 
ent Telephone Association convention repre- 
senting the Winders-Geist, Inc. ...A wiener 
roast was held at Roberts Park October 7. 
The committee in charge was Ruth Younger, 
Gertrude Holmes, Phyllis Jones, Myrna 
Jensen, Anne Swisher and Alice Fender. 
Phyllis Jones, the “official coffee maker”, 
really held up the picnic waiting for the 
eggs to boil in the coffee — gruesome isn’t 
it? We finally had the facsimile of coffee 
when we were ready to go home —all kid- 
ding aside, Phyllis, it really was good “stuff’’. 
... Alice Fender did it again! Bowling with 
her nose in aiming down the alley a little 
too close to the floor in her effort to make 
a strike. It is definitely recommended that 
her stance is not to be followed by the 
older members of the office or they will 
never make it up again. ... Mrs. Tula 
Glover, Chief Operator-Cashier of Bennet, 
had the misfortune of falling and fracturing 
her leg. At this writing she is making a 
satisfactory recovery. 
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General Commercial Office 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


A very great honor came to Dick Hartley, 
son of our staff artist, Joe Hartley, this 
month, when his painting “God’s Wish” 
was purchased by the Lincoln Artists Guild. 
His picture was picked out of a group of 
500 paintings by artists from all over the 
state, and hung in the Art Exhibit at 
Morrill Hall the first two weeks in Novem- 
ber; so needless to say, it is a great piece 
of art. Dick is a former employee of our 
Department and we all wish to congratulate 
him and also his Dad, who we know had 


no small part in Dick’s coaching. ... Mr. 
Hale traveled to Waterloo, Iowa, this month 
to attend a Kiwanis Convention. ... We 


were happy to see Arlene Rollins Bassett, 
who recently dropped in to pay us a visit. 
Arlene is a former employee in our office 
and is now a social welfare visitor in Salina, 
Kansas. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


Among our late vacationers we find John 
Hobson, Ray Boling, Les Shirey, Francis 
Smith, Ray Slote, Clarence Eitzmann, Al 
Miller, Louis Ottnat, George Burt and Gus 
Brunke. We didn’t hear how many of them 
made use of their time but do know that 
Al Miller made a trip west. Ray Boling 
made a trip to Washington, D. C. and points 
east —- visiting his daughter and family and 
of course he got in some fishing. ... We 
are very happy to report that D. R. Smith, 
who has been critically ill following an 
appendectomy, is now showing gradual im- 
provement. . . . George Hansen is having 
himself a second vacation and taking his 
turn at saying “Good Morning, Judge”, 
on jury duty. ... Lyle Piper and Wayne 
Hedstrom have changed their residences 
from Hastings to York and in the near 


future there will undoubtedly be others, as 
one of our construction crews formerly 
working out of Hastings has now changed 
their headquarters to York. ... And if you’re 
ever talking to Bob Clifford and want to 
make conversation—ask him what hap- 
pened to his bowling average. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Helen Gill, Associate Editor 


We still have a few vacation seports 
coming in. Roy Brendle, Lyle Rauch and 
Lester Pierce spent their vacations at home. 
... Mr. and Mrs. Jim Baxter vacationed in 
Falls City, pheasant hunting. ... C. E. 
Lawson spent part of his time touring Texas 
and the West. ... R. L. Dalton worked on 
his house. .. . H. C. Smith and his boys 
went pheasant and duck hunting .. . Ivan 
Hellerich worked on his home. . . . Jim 
Howland spent part of his time moving his 
home from Weeping Water to Lincoln.... 
M. C. Walker, G. P. Barney and B. A. 
Isaman went to Johnson Lake where they 
hunted ducks and pheasants and fished. 
C. C. Donley and E. A. Dulin also spent a 
few days with them. . . . Harry Knudson 
made a visit to the office since he has been 
released from the hospital and reports he’s 
feeling fine. 


Supply Department 
Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


Supply Department hunters seem to have 
been as successful as could be, lawfully. 
Kent Eno reports getting his limit each 
time he went out; Nelson Liesveld had very 
good luck; and Welton Grant was happy 
that he saved some of his vacation days 
to hunt. Joe Krhounek’s unusual hunting 
experience near Daykin is displayed pic- 
torially elsewhere. . . . Some of our folks 
have had to be absent from work because 
of illness. Jerry Carter had a spell with 
quinsy and had to be hospitalized at Vet- 
erans’ for several days. Rollie Winders 
battled with a very bad cold which turned 
into a lung congestion. Ben Ferguson is 
still absent but is getting along satisfac- 
torily. . . . Don Aydelott learned some 
things about the life of a trucker during his 
vacation. He traveled in Wyoming and 
Colorado, also east as far as Chicago, and 
claims that the hard work was beneficial 
in that he lost some weight. Axel Berglund 
spent the last week of his vacation getting 
settled in his new home. Lester Ellis says 
he just loafed. Looks like he may have put 
on the fifteen pounds Don Aydelott claims 
to have lost. Dean Hobson turned painter 
and beautified the exterior of his house. 
Bill Knee spent the last week of his vacation 
at home, as did Ivan Olson. Carl Misch- 
nick’s vacation is being put to good use in 
the construction of his new home... . John 
Litzenberg has moved into the new home 
which he has been building. He reports 
that it isn’t entirely completed but it won’t 
be too long now. ... New homes seem to 
be the vogue. Mr. Stacy just recently sold 
the house in which he has lived all of his 
married life and is now settled in a new 
stone dwelling. He hadn’t moved for so 


long he didn’t realize what a job he was 
taking on. . . . You won’t lose any money 
betting your last dollar that Charlie Hansen 
and his inventory crew are up to their ears 
in figures; counting, pricing, and compiling 
the annual inventory. If you see a few 
extra gray hairs in Charles’ head it may be 
because the books show that we are sup- 
posed to have one million feet of drop wire 
on hand, which is a lot of drop wire to 
account for. Of course, that’s only one of 
hundreds of items that must be checked. 

With our inventory compilation in 
progress, our vitamin capsules delivered, 
most of us signed up for “flu” shots, and 
our Christmas cards purchased—we’re about 
ready for winter! 


Traffic Department 


Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


Football seems to be the current number 
one diversion this month, although the 
dancing club being organized by telephone 
folks bids fair to while away some pleasant 
evenings. ... Berdina Rau entertained sev- 
eral friends at a birthday surprise party for 
Lillian Campbell. ... Della Wilcox has been 
limping since she fell, not out of a bus, but 
into one. Thinking she was going to be 
left, she “leaped through the air with the 
greatest of ease,” but landed on the floor 
of the bus! ... Shirley Krokstrom is the 
wearer of a new diamond... . Ruth Hether- 
ington, who never did mind a little extra 
work, really felt overworked when she was 
typing and put four carbons in the type- 
writer wrong, making the extra copies come 
out typewritten on the opposite side of the 
paper, upside down! ... Melba Richards, 
chief operator, vacationed in Chicago... . 
Betty Hinman had a cab driver puzzled 
when she asked him to halt in front of a 
drug store and wait for her. Truth was, 
she didn’t have any money and had to cash 
a check. We are glad to see Pearl 
Varga back after an extended illness. .. . 
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Ed Piper, who made this month’s back page 
with one of his hunting experiences, proves 
that he can also have good days with his 
limit bag of pheasants. With him is ‘’Bing,” 
one of Ed's three fine springers, 
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Jean Vybiral vacationed at David City; 
Darlene Multer, Oregon and California; 
Catherine Cooley, Columbus; Barbara Mil- 
ler, Indiana; Linda Kraus, Colorado; Pearl 
Varga, Kansas; Mary Ormand, Aurora and 
Omaha. Edonis Garner, Anne Dealey, Joan 
Marr and Wilma Drake vacationed, but they 
got away without our finding out what their 
plans were. ... Ruth Marcks and Phyllis 
Fellows, former employes, visited our office 
recently. 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 


Jean Huepplesheuser, Associate Editor 


It isn’t every department that can start 
a morning’s work to the cheerful chirping 
of a real live bird. When the members of 
the General Traffic Department arrived 
one chilly morn, a little feathered friend 
was found perched on a light fixture. He 
had entered through an open window and 
when his serenade was finished he made his 
exit via the open window —with a little 
assistance from Dick Hobson. . . . Dona 
Olson and husband are the proud owners of 
a brand new automobile. Dona wouldn’t 
drive the old car but she’s going to “practice 
up” on her driving now— isn’t that just 
like a woman!!! ... We have one of those 
fortunate people in our department, namely 
Mary Mulder, who win on every game of 
chance. After several straight winnings of 
our football pool—sh!!—Mary began feel- 
ing a little guilty, so she treated the entire 
office to coffee. Maybe we won’t scream 
so loud next time she wins. . . . We have 
several late vacationers in this department. 
Elsie Anderson, Dick Hobson and Clarabelle 
Schroll. They haven’t handed out any in- 
formation, but we think they saved their 
vacations until late fall in order to do their 
Christmas shopping early. Suppose they 
are pretty smart at that. 


Southern District 
Christine Mason, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 
Florence Fruehling, Correspondent 


Those still enjoying vacations are Jo 
Ann Norvell, operator, and Colleen Curtt- 
right, commercial clerk. Jack Little, plant 
department, recently enjoyed his vacation 
fishing in Arkansas. ... “Something new 
has been added” department—new drapes 
in the operators’ rest room. 


Beatrice Area 
Marcella O’Bryan, Correspondent 

Phyllis Workman is spending her two 
weeks vacation at home... Lucille Twohig 
and Delores Dougherty have completed their 
toll training. Helen Meents has re- 
turned to work after one of those “hurry-up” 
trips to the hospital to have her appendix 
removed; glad to see you back, Helen, and 
looking very chipper again. ... Norma Jean 
Rutan and husband have just returned from 
a two weeks vacation trip to the west coast 
where they visited relatives at Riverside, 
Santa Ana, and Santa Monica, Calif... - 
The welcome mat is out again this month— 
this time to welcome our new commercial 
clerk, Miss Pauline Hergott, who trans~- 
ferred here from Fairbury. We hope you 
will like us and Beatrice, Polly... . Mrs. 


Mary Ormand, Lincoln traffic (right), holds 
a nosegay of corn husks while visiting in the 
Corn country. With her is her cousin and host, 
Marie Ormand, who is chief operator at 
Doniphan. 


Maude Davis of Santa Monica, Calif., for- 
merly Chief Operator at Pickrell, dropped 
in to say hello to old friends on Sept. 28. 
. . . Christine Mason and husband attended 
the Peru Homecoming football game. ‘ 
Back at “Ye Olde Office” after a ten-day 
bout with bronchial pneumonia, is our 
“Skipper,” Mr. Burge. “Yours Truly” went 
padding into his office that Monday morn- 
ing with the correspondence (wearing a 
new pair of shoes with thick crepe rubber 
soles). Mr. Burge didn’t happen to see or 
hear us come in the door, with the result 
that we just about scared him into a re- 
lapse. We now have definite instructions 
to knock before gaining entrance to the 
inner office!! . . . Lloyd Oglesby, manager 
at Wymore, is spending his vacation pheas- 
ant hunting in the area around Marquette, 
Nebr. . . . Imogene (Robertson) Berthold 
and husband are honeymooning in Tuscon, 
Arizona, and somewhere in Wyoming— 


where they were going to try their luck 
at some deer hunting. 


Fairbury Area 
Velda L. Schipper, Correspondent 


We have had several girls on vacation 
from the “Traffic Department, including 
Mary Jackson and Annabelle Stocker, who 
visited in Los Angeles and Long Beach, 
Calif. Joyce Robinson and family went to 
Colby, Kansas, and Colorado Springs, visit- 
ing relatives. Vera Sweetser and Mrs. 
Schenk spent some time in Lincoln and the 
rest of the time at home. Joyce Blanton 
visited her sister in Saguache, Colorado; 
rumors are that Joyce loves bus rides—just 
ask her some time. Jack Ruble, of the 
Plant Department, and his family spent 
their time in Arkansas visiting relatives. 
. Wauneta Child spent a week-end in 
David City visiting her daughter. Betty 
Furry spent a week-end in Fort Scott, Kan- 
sas, and Elsie Schroenrock spent a day in 
Lincoln doing some shopping. .. . Florence 
Beck attended the wedding of her sister, 
Fern Beck, in Superior, Oct. 9. Idonna 


Landis and Velda Schipper attended the 
wedding of Sue Watts on October 15.... 
Mrs. Schenk visited her son in Lincoln re- 
cently. . . . Irene Novotny was sick for a 
few days; glad to see you back, Irene... . 
Wauneta Stone visited her mother in 
Beatrice. . . . Mandane Reid attended the 
State Bowling Convention in Omaha Oct. 
16. . . . Berl Strayer has spent the last 
three weeks helping out with the conversion 
at Friend. . . . Visitors in the Traffic De- 
partment were Lois Rouse, an operator at 
Greeley, Colorado, and Mrs. Engel of Has- 
tings. 
Tecumseh Area 

Mary Kalin and Rosalie Stewart, Correspondents 


There are still a few lucky people having 
vacations. Henri Goracke and her sister 
drove to Chokio, Minnesota, to visit rela- 
tives. The last we heard, she was out fish- 
ing and having a wonderful time. 
Goldie Thompson’s vacation was made more 
enjoyable when her daughter and her hus- 
band, Mr. and Mrs. Victor Buethe, and 
daughter, Susan, of Longmont, Colorado, 
visited her. Goldie’s granddaughter is much 
cuter than she’s been telling us. . . . Sarah 
Flower and her husband visited their folks 
at Nelson, and were also visitors in Ogallala. 
... Tyler Ryan is back at work now and 
seems to have an abundance of energy. He 
hasn’t gotten around to telling us about 
the cute red-headed nurse who took care 
of him in the hospital. Mr. Ryan took his 
wife square-dancing one night and was she 
embarrassed when he was doing a “birdie- 
in-the-cage” and everyone else was “prome- 
nading!” If Raymond Johnson looks 
a trifle haggard these days it might be that 
he’s been walking the floor with the new 
baby at their house. . .. The girls enjoyed 
a wiener roast the evening of Oct. 5. The 
air was brisk enough so the fire felt good 
and the wieners tasted delicious. . . . Flop 
Eckles had a frustrating moment recently 
while hunting with Harold Drake. Flop 
spied a squirrel’s tail hanging from a bird’s 
nest and promptly proceeded to fire at it. 
After firing and reloading his gun approxi- 
mately five times he discovered the squirrel 
had been dead before he started. ... This 
is strictly on the Q.T. but we hear that 
Goldie Thompson is quite a shark when it 


comes to playing shuffle-board. She has a 
partner who pays her debts whenever she 
loses so it doesn’t cost her a cent... . Irby 
Halverstadt and Bill Eckles went pheasant 
hunting but we are still trying to reason 
out how they could get one and a half 
pheasants between them. .. . Lyla Stewart 
is recovering from her recent operation at 
the Lincoln General Hospital. Hope you 


will be back soon, Lyla. ... Edna McDon- 
ald and Rosalie Stewart were Beatrice 
visitors September 29... . Rosalie Stewart 


was a Lincoln visitor October 5. While 
there she visited the Lincoln Traffic Dept. 

. Anecdote from McDonald learning 
how to drive; can you imagine being stalled 
seven miles out in the wilderness, and push- 
ing the car up-hill? That is what happened 
to Edna and teacher Rosalie. Oh well, 
people have more fun. 


Western District 
Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 


Geneva-Hebron Area 
Velma Garland, Correspondent 


Chief Operator Bess Nippert at Ohiowa 
spent part of her vacation visiting her son, 
Howard, and family at Villisca, Iowa, and 
her sister in York. ... Nata Hershey, Geneva 
Traffic Department, is spending her vaca- 
tion in California visiting her sister. 
Chief Operator Helen Adermann, Geneva, 
is spending the remaining week of her 
vacation at home and in Seward... . Reno 
Weis of the Geneva Plant Department is 
spending the best part of his vacation hunt- 
ing pheasants and ducks so the rumor goes. 
. . . Mrs. Evelyn Dutcher, former cashier 
of Hebron, is taking her sister, Verna Dank- 
enbring’s, place while she is ill. We hope 
to see you back just as soon as possible, 
Verna. Verna is the present cashier at 
Hebron. 

Hastings Area 


Peggy Bexten, Correspondent 


Vacations are still in vogue (not to men- 
tion hunting!). Darlene Aulner and 
Anne Moler spent part of their vacations 
in Omaha and Lincoln. The rest of the 
time they spent helping the old “sandman” 
and eating. That happens to be our favorite 
pastime, too! We think Olive Hess agrees 
as she spent her vacation in Superior doing 


Up in the air are Howard Lahr and Elmer Moorhead cutting in a cable section at Geneva. 
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the same thing. . . . In case you are won- 
dering what Bette Hudson did, just look 
at that new rust suit she has been wearing. 
How about a few sewing lessons? ... Lucky 
Donna Larsen traveled down to Texas and 
the Gulf of Mexico to visit her brother. 
But not so lucky were Irene Knipfel and 
Barbara Pederson, who spent their. time 
visiting the dentist. . . . Marilyn Butman, 
Arline Wright and Peggy Bexten spent 
their vacation fall house cleaning. .. . 
Congratulations, we knew you would pull 
through, Joanne Shuman and Corrine De- 
Backer, the new toll students. Say, have 
you seen the elf given to Audrey Ransom, 
their instructor? We are now wondering 
which one of the girls it resembles ! 

We are all sorry to hear of Eilene Walberg’s 
illness and hope she will be better soon. As 
Eilene will be ill for approximately one to 
two years, we are sure she would appreciate 
cards and letters from all of us. Ejilene is 
in the State T.B. Hospital in Kearney, Ne- 
braska. ... Back with us again is Mrs. Lois 
Brown after spending a few weeks in the 
hospital. It is so nice to see your face 
about the place again, Lois... . There seems 
to be a controversy between the Plant De- 
partment bowling team and the girls in the 
Traffic Department as to which has the 
better team. The odds seem to favor the 
girls as they are in the first place in the 
Commercial League, but we may have to 
challenge the men to a game in order to 
settle the issue. Can’t you just see 
Ralph Wait, District Clerk, saying, “Halle- 
lujah, hunting season is here again.” Ralph 
has taken a week’s vacation in order to go 
out and shoot the sky full of holes! 


Superior Area 
Marianne Sole, Correspondent 

Lloyd Whitney started his vacation the 
17th of October and he is planning to spend 
part of it hunting ducks and pheasants. We 
hope he will get his limit. LuEtta Braun 
spent a wonderful ten days just staying 
home, which made hubby, Mr. Braun, very 
happy. Need we say more? ... Ellen 
Mentzer has a diamond ring, which is really 
something to be happy about. Congratula- 
tions, Ellen. . . . We’ve been noticing that 
Mrs. Wilford, the janitress, always stops at 
the bottom of the stairs with her brooms 
and pails before she cautiously ascends the 
stairs. Could it be she is afraid one of the 
girls from the Traffic room will be dashing 
out for a coke on their relief and just acci- 
dently knock her down. We can’t say that 
we blame you, Mrs. W. ... Bertha Ander- 
son, Traffic Department, has been making 
regular visits to the dentist and we all 


sympathize with her. ... Mary Ann Robin- 
son, Chief Operator, has been busy moving 
into her new home... . Patricia Sisson has 


finished her toll training and Barbara 
Wittlake and Clarel Wishart have started 


their training this week. . . . Winter is com- 
ing for sure! The other morning Pat Sisson 
jumped into her car to go home and 
you guessed it, it wouldn't start, Tt was 
goodhearted Jim Bauer who came to her 
rescue and offered his car as a substitute. 
It wouldn’t start either, so-o-o in the end 


Bert Kline pushed Jim’s car down the street 


Roy Ojers was honored last 
month at a surprise party held at 
the Elks Club in Nebraska City, 
commemorating his 40th anniver- 
sary as a telephone man. His serv- 
ice with the Nebraska Bell and this 
Company dates back to October 1, 
1909. Roy came up the construction 
ladder—from lineman to assistant 
foreman, foreman, district foreman, 
Plattsmouth local manager and 
Hastings manager. With the crea- 
tion of the Nebraska City district 


Photo by Nebraska City News-Press 


in 1929, he was appointed district 
manager, and when the district was 
again dissolved in 1934, he remained 
as area commercial manager, be- 
coming area manager, his present 
position, in 1936. 

The picture shows Roy being pre- 
sented with his 40-year pin by F° E. 
Behm, while Ed Ernst, Mrs. Ojers, 
M. M. Hale, J. A. McKinzie and 
L. P. Young look on. The event was 
attended by 30 telephone people 
from the local area and from Lin- 
coln. 


and Pat’s car was towed off to the garage. 
Nothing like walking! At this point it is 
hard to tell which one was Sir Walter, Jim 
or Bert?? ... Mr. Kubat, Mr. Whitney, and 
Mrs. Wilford talked over the radio Saturday 
morning on the “Man on the Street” broad- 
cast, which was broadcasted from Superior 
over K.H.A.S., a Hastings station. ... Mrs. 
Doher, Traffic Department, has been bring- 
ing bouquets of nasturtiums for the lounge 
room the last two weeks. They look very 
pretty and add a little something! 
Hazel Rust, Traffic Department, returned 
from her vacation, part of it was spent in 
Fremont. 
Sutton Area 


Norma Nuss, Correspondent 


Miss Clara Heinz, Sutton operator, has 
been on a week’s vacation. She spent part of 
her time visiting her niece at Fairbury... . 
The Sutton Area, welcomed two new em- 
ployees this past month, namely Gordon 
Sinner and Robert Hunzeker. Good luck 
to both of you, especially to Robert Hun- 
zeker as he contracted poison ivy the first 
week on the job. We hear it is all gone 
now. ... Duane Grove is on his vacation 
too, but we have no account as to what he 
is doing. But with the hunting season on 
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we can almost guess what he is doing. 
York-Osceola Area 
Helen Garner, Correspondent 

Maxine Meradith has left the company 
to be a housewife and Dixie Blake has 
taken over the job as Cashier for the York 
office. We wish you both luck in your new 
positions. ... Ardith Peters has an engage- 
ment ring. No definite wedding plans have 
been made as yet, but congratulations, 
Ardith! Rita White has become en- 
gaged and is proudly wearing a very lovely 
diamond. She plans a late autumn wedding 
and will continue her work. Best of luck, 
Rita. . . . Helen Garner is spending her 
vacation at home, with several trips to 
Lincoln to shop and one weekend visiting 
relatives in Shelby. Luree McCarty 
spent her two weeks in sunny California 
and reports having had a wonderful time. 
... Bessie Schultz visited friends in Geneva. 
Every chance she gets, Bessie is off to 
Geneva, so this extended visit was welcomed 
wholeheartedly. ... Hattie Marquardt spent 
her two weeks at home. Hattie says, “There 
always is plenty of work to be done around 
the house.” All the same, she looks mighty 
rested. . . . Dea Hays is in South Dakota 
visiting relatives for her vacation. 
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gis LINCOLN TRAFFIC, DID 4 NICE 
—~ JOB OF PARKING AT THE CURB IN 
FRONT OF THE GENERAL OFFICE BUILDING 
THE OTHER DAY. . THERE WAS BARELY ENOUGH 
ROOM TO SQUEEZE IN BETWEEN TWO CARS 
AND SOMEHOW BLANCHE MANAGED To 
GET HER CAR CROSSWISE IN THE SPACE - 
50 NONE OF THE THREE COULD MOVE IN 
ANY DIRECTION. BLANCHE WALKED 
RIGHT INTO THE OFFICE AND CALLED 
THE COPS WHO, WE SUPPOSE, GOT 
THINGS BACK UNDER CONTROL . 
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MAURICE “BEN" FRANKLIN , ACCOUNTING =-4 
WAS DEALING FOR ANEW GAS SIOVE AND - = 
FOUND HE COULD GET TEN PERCENT CREDIT = 
ON A TRADE-IN. ANY OLD STOVE WOULD DO, BUT THE 
oe WAS~ HE DIDN'T HAVE ONE. BEN SCOURED 
HE TOWN FOR THE CHEAPEST OLD STOVE To BE HAD— 
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“ RIV! HOMEWARD NIGHTFALL 
TIOCh DAS PONG ieee FLOOR OF ROUSE. | | WHEN A STRANGE. DOG CAME OUT OF THE ROADSIDE BUSHES AND 
AIR AERO NAG AE D.. sepia gouGuT IT ST00D FIRMLY IN THE MIDDLE OF THE HIGHWAY. JOE SKIDDED 
BIT BALMY WHEN HE BO Jo A STOP AND AS HE CAME AROUND 1p THE FRONT OF THE CAZ 


AND ORDERED IT PUSHED THROVGH THE WINDOW 
To BE CARTED AWAY IATER THE DOG DROPPED FE COCK PHEASANT AT HIS FEET. 


| _$ 100K, SISTER, THE SIGN 
> SAYS “ACCOUNTING” AND {=—=———FAC(GUNTING |} COMMERCIAL 
=4 THAT'S MY TEAM. A ——_—— 
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VIC MUSSELMAN, ENGINEERING WAS RUNNING 
HIS RAT TRAP LINE ONE EVENING — AND INTHE 
GATHERING TWILIGHT HE THOUGHT HE SAW A 
BIG RODENT CAUGHT IN ONE OF THE TRAPS, 
VIC REACHED FORTH TO REMOVE THE CORPUS 
DELICTI AND SIMULTANEOUSLY WENT INTO A 
JET TAKE-OFF ek TRAP SNAPPED ON 
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H15 FINGERS. THE SUPPOSED RAT WAS 


ONLY A SHADOW. 


BOB BOWERS, MEMBER OF THE “ACCOUNTING “TEAM IN THEE 


MENS’ BOWLING LEAGUE HAD To BE FORCIBLY RESTRAINED 


FROM ROLLING WITH THE GIRLS’ ACCOUNTING DEPARTMENT 


LISTEN BILL, I SWEAR 
! DIDN'T VOTE FOR 


TEAM ON A RECENT WEDNESDAY NIGHT, 


AT A RECENT ELECTION OF 
OFFICERS FOR A NAVAL RESERVE 
UNIT, SOMEONE CAST A VOTE FOR 
“SMOKEY " STRAUSS, LINCOLN 


DEWEY NELSEN, WHO INSISTS ON GIVING AND GETTING VALUE RECENKD, 


POT A LOP-SIDED NICKEL INTO THE CLUB ROOM CANDY DISPENSER 


AND ALMOST BEAT THE MACHINE To PIECES BEFORE IT DISGORGED 
THE COIN INTo THE RETURN TILL. DEWEY THEN TRIED THE SLLG 
IN THE COKE VENDOR-AND ALL 15 TILTING AND POUNDING COYLD 
NOT FORCE IT 10 DELIVER A BOTILE OR RETURN THE NICKEL, Tye 
LARGE CROWD WHICH GATHERED To CHEER HI5 EFFORTS - SAYS HE 
SHow WAS BETTER THAN A MODERN WRESTLING MATCH ! 
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FLOOR AT GOLDS - ! ONLY GO TO THE 
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FOR HIMSELF 


ED PIPER ALMOST MADE A SHOT FOR THE 
RECORD BOOKS WHILE HUNTING NEAR 
DAVID CIT# RECENTLY. ED BEAT THE BUSHES 
OF A FENCE. ROW FORA SOLID MILE 
WITHOUT FLUSHING H BIRD AND, COMING 
fo THE END, HE PAUSED TO WIPE HIS 


A PHEASANT ZOOMED OUT FROM BETWEEN 
HIS FEST AND ED, WITH ONLY ONE AVAILABLE 
HAND, SHOT FROM THE HIP LIKE AN 

OLD TIME GUNMAN. EVEN 50, 15 SHOT 
WHS CLOSE ENOUGH To THE MARK TO 
SEND FEATHERS FLYING. 


FEVERED BROW. AT THAT EXACT MOMENT | 


ILL SAY HE 15 — HE’S 
ALREADY GOT RIGOR MORTIS 
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IT Took A LOT OF 
SHOOTIN’ BUT 


“Ke HE'S A DEAD 
, PSQUIRREL Now! 
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FIRED HIS FIRST SHOT. 


A MAN STEPPED INTO THE GENERAL OFFICE ELEVATOR. 
AND CALLED foR THE FIFTH FLOOR . HATNER- 
HATES TO GET INTO HN ARGUMENT SO SHE DID 
THE BEST SHE COULD W)THOUT GETTING INVOLVED. 
HE BUILDING ONLY HAVING FOUR FLOORS- SHE PUT 
HJM OFF AT’FOUR” A FEW MINUTES LATER HE WAS 
BACK ON THE ELEVATOR , ADMITTING THAT HE 
THOUGHT HE WAS IN ANOTHER BUILDING BUT STILL 
DISTURBED BECAUSE HATTIE HADN‘T GIVEN 

HIM THE RIGHT FLOOR, 
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Hastings’ new 18 position toll board as it appeared three months 
after installation was started September 1. It will be cut in 
service next summer. Of the latest type, the board is expected to 
meet the community’s needs for many years but 18 additional 


operating positions can be added if necessary. Operators will ‘dial’ 
with key senders, similar in appearance to the keys of an adding 
machine, instead of conventional dials. Design of the board also 
includes provision for inter toll dialing. 


Getting Ready for Dial Service at Hastings 


Pictures Taken Late Last Month Show 
Some of the New Equipment Being Install- 


ed. Conversion Is Scheduled Next Summer. 


(Above) M. C. Benson and V. E. Embrey working on the new power 
switchboard. The board provides the control equipment for battery 
charging machines and is the power distribution center for dial switching 
and toll board equipment. 


(Below) On ladders making connections on the main distributing 
frame are J. Geist, R. Tjecka and K. Kaiser. Howard Stroup is barely 
visible at lower left working on the back of the toll switchboard. Seven 
thousand three hundred and fifty cable pairs terminate on the main 
frame which is the connecting link between outside cable and the dial 
switching equipment. 


W. Jungiewicz is shown working on the installation of con- 
nector bays on the front of one of the dial switching equipment 
boards. A rear view section of an adjacent board is partly 
visible at right. Swiiches are placed on horizontal shelves and 
mounted on supporting uprights about 12 feet high. This type 
of efyuipment fills most of a room 40 feet wide and 72 feet long. 


Ptery-EIGHT dial exchanges are now 
jn operation in the L. T. & T. 
any jly. This number was reached with 
the conversion of the Friend exchange 
On Wovember 1. The cutover was wit- 
N€ggzd by a number of local business- 
Mery and was under the direction of 
cS. a Meshier, southern district wire 
Chief. The change-over culminated a 
Prg--ct which was begun in November, 
logy when preliminary outside plant 
Wor, was started. The dial installation 
ee this year in June. It has a ca- 
Days of 380 lines. Harold Frey and 
@ we Heikes, combinationmen, pulled 
the jicks which cut the new equipment 
Wit ger Vie 
“hae cutover was followed by an Open 
6% se on November 30, when the 
toy Gspeople were invited to inspect 
es new telephone system. A great 
Lem of interest was displayed by the 
25a visitors who passed through the 
during the hours of the event. 
; jonstration unit was put to good 
qe" explaining switch operation and 
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Charles Meshier, southern district wire 
chief, tests out the equipment shortly after 
the cutover. Interested observers are George 
Brock, area manager: Ed Massie, Friend 
manager; George Heikes, Harold Frey, and 
George Keith, installation supervisor. 


AN 


The picture at right was taken during the 
open house with Manager Ed Massie using 


the dial demonstration unit to describe the 
operation of dial switching equipment to a 
group of Friend high school students. 


Friend Dial Conversion 


groups during the afternoon and the 
Friend Rotary Club were conducted 
through in a body in the evening. Sub- 
Scribers from the rural areas were pat- 
ticularly well represented throughout 
the hours of the Open House. The 
Sroups were conducted by George 
Brock, area manager and Ed Massie, lo- 
cal manager, Hotilda Eurich, commer: 
cial clerk and Erman Wheatcraft, local 
combinationman, assisted in greeting the 
Suests and handing out favors as they 
departed, 


Erman Wheatcraft, combinationman ve 
Friend, hands favors to three visifors a ilda 
Conclusion of their open house tour. Holi 
urich, Cashier, is seated at the desk. 
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And Open House 


The telephone came to Friend with 
the organization of the Saline County 
Telephone Company in 1901. The Ne- 
braska Bell also built into the town 
and started a competing exchange. They 
were not very successful in their at- 
tempts to woo the subscribers away 
from the local company. Both concerns 
were purchased by the Lincoln Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company in 1912 
and were rebuilt, consolidated and 
changed from magneto to common bat- 
tery operation. 


Combinationmen on hand the day of the 
cutover to remove manual telephones after 
the conversion. Left to right, James Alldritt, 
George Heikes, Berl Strayer, Alfred Parde 
and Harold Frey. 


Ladies Pioneer Party 


Tops Them All 


HE Women’s Division of the Frank 

H. Woods Pioneer Chapter broke 
a few records of their own at their 
annual “All Girl” party, which was 
held at the Y.W.C.A., Lincoln, on the 
night of November 4. The fallen rec- 
ords were for the greatest attendance, 
the best representation from outside 
Lincoln, and for the least number of 
cancellations. The last record can never 
be bettered, for it was a cool 100 per 
cent. Everyone who sent in a reserva- 
tion was present when the dinner bell 
rang. 

Fifty-three members sat down to the 
roast turkey dinner and the culinary 
subsidiaries which make up the Thanks- 
giving festive board. Prizes were earned 

they are no longer won in Ne- 
braska . . . by Lula Kloepper, Sidney, 
and Laura Douty, Seward. Lula traveled 
the farthest to come to the party, her 
round trip covering roughly 800 miles. 
Twenty-two of the group were from 
out of town, which establishes the all 
time record in this department. 


Aside from having a fine break from 
the weatherman, much of the success 
of the party is due to the labors and 
enthusiasm of the committee in charge, 


Huldah Gessner, chairman; Georgia 
Smith; Gertrude King; Kathryn 
Portsche; Melba _ Richards; Hazel 


Nichols and Clara Jones. The work of 
the committee included writing many 
letters, arranging the dinner and pro- 
gram and providing a good time for 
all who entered the doors. 

A. late arrival, and quite the belle 
of the ball, was the Telephone News 
reporter, who was pressed into service 
when it became known that men were 
going to have a hard time getting into 
the party, even for such legitimate busi- 
ness as obtaining the story and photo- 
graphing the event. Bill Rosenthal, 
alias Wilma Rose Enthal, of the general 
shop, aided by his good wife, was made 
up into a most stunning creature, com- 
plete with wig, high heels and fur 
chubby. Accompanied by a gaunt 
photographer, also disguised in feminine 
attire, “Wilma” swept into the room 
while it was darkened for a motion pic- 
ture showing. The damage was done 
before the ladies knew of their pres- 
ence. The story was covered, the 
merrymakers were photographed, and 
once again the “News” had lived up to 
the great traditions of the American 


At left, the Pioneer ladies watch the movies 
and register mixed emotions as the plot un- 
folds. Dean Hamilton, Lincoln business of- 
fice, is the machine operator. 


In their hurry to reach the party, Jose- 
phine and Wilma, unheralded and unexpected 
guests, forgot to remove their headsets when 
they left the switchboard. 


& 


Huldah Gessner, chairman of the event, 
stands between the two prize winners, Laura 
Douty of Seward and Lula Kloepper of Sidney. 


The out-of-town group was the largest ever 
to attend the annual ladies party. Repre- 
sented here are Pioneers from Seward, Te- 
cumseh, Wahoo, Murdock, David City, sid- 
ney, Hastings, Nebraska City, Weeping Water 
and Davey. 
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ORE than 175 years of service have 

been accumulated by five em- 
ployees whose recent retirements have 
been announced by the benefit com- 
mittee. Three of them, Grover Griffith, 
Charles Nevin and Milo Caslasky are 
members of the Lincoln plant depart- 
ment; Bessie Nippert, Ohiowa, and 
Nona Brusnahan, Friend, complete the 
list. 

Grover W. Griffith was first identi- 
fied with the Nebraska Telephone Com- 
pany at Lincoln, where he went to work 
as installer in May, 1910. He came to 
our Company when the Bell interests 
were purchased in 1912, and was suc- 
cessively a rackman, installer and 
troubleman during the next two years. 
In January 1914 he was transferred to 
the storeroom as material clerk. The 
storeroom, at that time, occupied the 
basement of the general office building. 
In June, 1918, he took a position as 
toll testman to relieve a war time short- 
age in this field,-and for the next 24 
years he was on the toll wire chief’s 
staff. He became a switchman in 
March, 1942, remaining in this position 
until his retirement on November 1. 
Grover has, to his credit, more than 39 
years as a telephone man. 

Bessie M. Nippert’s experience at the 
manual switchboard dates back to the 
days of the original Ohiowa Telephone 
Company. She began work in Septem- 
ber, 1927, and was acting chief opera- 
tor when the purchase of the Ohiowa 
Company was effected by our organi- 
zation in July, 1929. The next year 
Mrs. Nippert was made chief operator 
and in this position she has rendered 
nearly 20 years of excellent and friendly 
service to her community. At the time 
of her transfer to the pension pay roll 

on November 8 she had given more than 
22 years to the industry. 

Nona C. Brusnahan retired with the 
recent conversion of the Friend ex- 
change from manual to the dial sys- 
tem. She, too, has given long and 
valued service to one community and 
had completed more than 26 years as 
a telephone operator. Her first experi- 
ence was at Dorchester where she 
worked from January 1918 until July 
1919, In January 1925 she began her 
unbroken record at Friend, first as stu- 
dent operator then as local and toll 
operator until July 1936 when she as- 


No More Alarm Clock 
Watching For These Folks 


Milo Caslasky 
Lincoln 


sumed the duties of night operator and 
completed her term of service working 
in this position. 

Charles S. Nevin belongs to that small 
and select group of employees who wear 
the 45-year service pin. His telephone 
career began in April, 1904, when he 
was employed by the Nebraska Tele- 
phone Company. He served a term as 
manager at Exeter, leaving there in Sep- 
tember, 1909, to move into Lincoln as 
an installer. From 1910 until 1914 he 
was at Seward as troubleman and in- 
staller, then returned to Lincoln as 
lineman. In the meanwhile he became 
one of our organization through the 
purchase of the Bell’s South Platte 
properties. He went to Wahoo in 
March, 1915, as troubleman and for 
several months during World War I he 
donned a headset and took a regular 
trick as night operator. He was manager 
at Cedar Bluffs in 1919; foreman at 
Ashland in 1920 and manager at 
Beaver Crossing in 1925. He returned 
to Ashland to serve as manager from 
1926 to 1933 and has since made his 
home in Lincoln where he worked as 
merit combinationman. His retirement 
dates from December 1. 

Milo Caslasky enjoys the distinction 
of having the longest continuous service 
record of all L. T. & T. employees and 
was honored at the organization meet- 
ing of the Frank H. Woods Pioneer 
Chapter in June 1941 by being pre- 
sented with a gold service pin in token 
of this fact. He came to the Company 
as a boy in September, 1905. His first 
job was that of installer’s helper in the 
Lincoln plant department, and in all the 
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44 years in his span of service he has 
never worked in another department. 
He was made installer in December, 
1905; inspector in July, 1907 and com- 
binationman in April, 1916. The words 
“extra first class,” were added to his 
title in June, 1919, and in February, 
1942, he was made merit combination- 
man. His active service record came to 
an end on December 1. 

Mr. Griffith, Mrs. Nippert, Miss 
Brusnahan and Mr. Caslasky are mem- 
bers of the Frank H. Woods Chapter, 
Independent Telephone Pioneer Asso- 
ciation. Mr. Nevin belongs to the 
Casper E. Yost Chapter, Telephone 
Pioneers of America. With their retire- 
ment all five become entitled to, and 
will receive a certificate of life member- 
ship in their respective organizations. 


The two cities with the greatest num- 
ber of telephones in the world are New 
York and Chicago, with 2,768,600 and 
1,460,400 telephones, respectively, at 
the beginning of this year. These two 
cities together have more telephones 
than France, Italy, and Spain combined. 


Advancements for Smith, Cummings and Henson 


Paul Henson 


Cc. E. Cummings 


ROMOTIONS for Howard Smith 
and C. E. Cummings to chief switch- 
man and planning engineer respectively, 
announced as temporary assignments a 
year ago, are now made permanent and 
Paul Henson has been advanced to the 
position of transmission and protection 
engineer. 

Mr. Cummings left his position of 
chief switchman last January to go to 
the General Traffic Department to as- 
sist in the preparation of traffic engi- 
neering studies and estimates. He be- 
came a member of the staff of the Chief 
Engineer in May with the title of 
planning engineer. In September of 
next year Mr. Cummings will have been 
with the Company for 45 years and his 
experience and knowledge have been 
valuable assets in carrying out his new 
responsibilities. He started as a trou- 
bleman in Beatrice in 1905 and has had 
a wide variety of assignments. He was 
district inspector at Hastings for sev- 
eral years and became chief switchman 
in Lincoln in 1932. 

Mr. Smith’s service with the Com- 
pany started in 1917 at Harvard when 
he was employed as a lineman. He 
worked at a number of exchanges in- 
cluding Hastings, Beatrice and Wahoo 
before coming to Lincoln as a com- 
binationman in 1928. He subsequently 
was made switchboardman, merit 
switchman and equipment foreman be- 
fore becoming assistant chief switchman 
in 1947. His well deserved promotion 
to chief switchman became effective 
November 16. 

As transmission and protection engi- 
neer, Mr. Henson will be responsible 
for coordinating our plant with the 
paralleling plant of power companies to 
reduce hazards insofar as possible. Also 
in connection with the provision of toll 


Howard Smith 


circuits, his task will be to see that 
all present as well as all new toll cir- 
cuits meet the transmission require- 
ments of the nationwide toll plan. Mr. 
Henson attended Syracuse University 
and was graduated from the University 
of Nebraska with the degree of Bache- 
lor of Science in Electrical Engineering. 
At present he is working on a masters 
degree in electrical engineering. He 
started with the Company in 1942 as 
a warehouseman and held positions of 
advanced clerk, equipment engineer and 
junior engineer before his present pro- 
motion. During the war he was a 
fighter pilot in China, receiving his 
honorable discharge with the commis- 
sion of First Lieutenant in 1945 after 
three years in service. 


Operator Toll Dialing 


Spans the Continent 
§ ace nan toll dialing coast to 


coast became a reality with the re- 
cent opening of a dial switching center 
at Oakland, California. An article in 
Long Lines magazine hails the event as 
being of equal magnitude to the open- 
ing of the first transcontinental toll line 
in 1915. Service across the country was 
made possible by the invention of the 
vacuum tube repeater. 


With the new system an operator in 
Oakland can dial telephones in New 
York City and several hundred other 
localities without the services of an- 
other operator. Eastern cities can like- 
wise dial telephones in Oakland and 
other points. Ultimately, operators in 
any city can reach any telephone in the 
United States through the use of dial 
equipment. Our Company, of course, 
will become a part of this national 
system and already a_ considerable 
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amount of work and planning in this 
direction has been accomplished. 


The article in making comparisons of 
service in 1915 with that of today said 
that back then it took a pair of good 
lungs and plenty of patience to call 
long distance. Today, however, service 
is so good that calling coast to coast 
is as easy as talking across the table. 
Time for setting up connections has 
gone down from 15 minutes in 1915 to 
about a minute and a half now. Cost of 
a cross country call has dropped from 
$20.70 in 1915 to $2.50 today. 


Oakland is the fifth large American 
city to become a regional dial center. 
The others are Chicago, Cleveland, New 
York and Philadelphia where the first 
center was established in 1943. A sim1- 
lar center is being opened in Boston 
soon. 

Each of these centers is the core of 
a regional toll dialing network, and 
together with other smaller systems, 
permit direct dialing by operators to 
distant telephones in about 540 cities 
and towns. About 27% of the nation’s 
toll and long distance calls are now 
handled by this operator toll dialing 
method. 


Three Employees Elected to 


Head Local Organizations 
HIS is election season in most civic 
clubs and social groups and recently 

announced changes of administration 

reveal that three telephone men have 
been elevated to their respective organi- 
zation’s highest office. Merle M. Hale, 
general commercial superintendent, be- 
came president of the Lincoln Kiwanis 

Club after having served last year as 

vice president, committee chairman and 

delegate to the national convention. 

Tyler Ryan, area manager, Tecumseh, 

followed a similar pattern in his local 

Kiwanis Club, being elected from vice 

president to president. They will begin 

their new duties on January 1. 

Harold Brady, printing service, Lin- 
coln, was chosen president of the Coun- 
cil of Folk and Square Dance Clubs 
after having held the office of treasurer 
for several years. He succeeds Ray 
Clinton, service department, Lincoln, 
in his new office. Mr. Brady was 
elected in mid-summer, although his 
duties of office did not begin until the 
season opened a few weeks ago. 


Death Takes Lillian Harper 


|B eee came quietly during the night 

of November 1 to Lillian Harper 
who, for more than a quarter of a cen- 
tury, served the Adams exchange as 
chief operator. Miss 
Harper had made 
her home in Lin- 
coln since her re- 
tirement on pension 
in 1941 and had_ 
been in frail health 
for several years. 
She ‘was found the 
morning following 
her death by a 
friend who lived in 
a neighboring apartment. 

Miss Harper was first employed as 
clerk in the Adams commercial office 
in December, 1912, resigning the fol- 
lowing April. In August, 1914, she re- 
turned as chief operator, continuing in 
this position until the time of her re- 
tirement in June, 1941. She was a 
member of the Frank H. Woods Chap- 
ter of the Independent Telephone 
Pioneers. 


Lillian Harper 


Roy Mills Injured In Accident 
N EXPLOSION and fire from a gas 


accumulation in a manhole at 27th 
and O Streets in Lincoln gave Roy 
Mills a three weeks reservation on a 
hospital bed last month—a reservation 
that he gladly gave up shortly after 
Thanksgiving to return home. We're 
very glad to report that he is coming 
along fine now after being severely 
burned on the hands and face. 


Mr. Mills, a Lincoln cable splicer, 
was working on an underground cable 
in the manhole when the explosion oc- 
curred. He called for help and was 
assisted out of the manhole by his help- 
er, George Bossung, and a crew of city 
workmen who fortunately were on a 
iob near-by. He was rushed to the 
Lincoln General Hospital where it was 
found that he had first and second de- 
gree burns on his face and third degree 
burns on his hands. 

During his stay in the hospital 
Roy received remembrances and well 
wishes from the Pioneers and many 
of his friends on whose behalf we'll 
pass along the word now that we're 
looking forward to seeing him back on 
the job. We're glad he’s over the 


worst of the battle and will be able to 
resume normal activities soon. 


Pioneer Roster Grows 
ONS again proving the old adage 


that nothing succeeds like success, 
the Pioneer membership committee, un- 
der the able and energetic direction of 
Chairman “Ernie” Royce, has not been 
content to wait for business to come 
to them but have been out beating the 
bushes for new members and reinstate- 
ments. An eligible (one who has more 
than 15 years service in the independ- 
ent telephone industry) who has not 
been buttonholed by at least one mem- 
ber of this committee has escaped by 
nothing short of a miracle. 


The typewriters and the postman are 
also carrying their share of the solici- 
tation. At last count 375 letters had 
been written and dispatched to the far 
corners of the state in pursuit of pros- 
pects. 


Early-season returns have been grati- 
fying. Seventeen names have been 
added to the growing list of members. 
Twelve of them are newcomers and 
five are reinstatements. Those who 
have joined since July 1 are: Marie 
Vidlock, A. E. Lamberson, Oscar Lewis, 
George Mann, Laura Sires, C. W. 
Keester, J. E. Ellis and E. L. Martin, 
all of Lincoln. Lloyd Cleveland and 
V. E. Embrey, of York; J. A. Mason, 
Hastings, Tyler Ryan, Tecumseh; Frank 
H. Starkey, Kearney; Aletha Schulling, 
Raymond; Herman Wissert, Eustis; 
Mrs. Ammerman, Lodge Pole and H. M. 
Branch, Craig. 


Belgium, the country with the great- 
est population density, has more than 
700 inhabitants to the square mile, but 
less than seven telephones for every 100 
persons. The United States, with 49 
people to the square mile, has 26 tele- 
phones per 100 inhabitants. 


Culver Receives High Scouting Anard 


A RARE and highly prized award, 


the Scout Master’s Key, was re- 


‘cently presented to Ralph Culver, gen- 


eral repair shop, in recognition of out- 
standing service to the Boy Scout or- 
ganization. The presentation was made 
at the Pawnee Section Court of Honor. 
The key furnishes a proper topping 
to the list of fine testimonials Ralph 
has accumulated over a period of 17 
years as a scout worker. With it he 
was awarded the certificate he holds in 
the photograph, attesting his comple- 
tion of the Five-Year Training Program 
for scout leaders. Last September, at 
Camp Minis-Kuya he received his final 
degree in the Golden Sons, an honorary 
scouting group of the Order of 
Quivira. 

Ralph first became interested in boy 
scout work when he took over the 
leadership of a troop from his brother 
Howard, who will be remembered as 
a former employee of the accounting 
department. This was in 1932. Since 
that time Ralph has given freely of his 
time and talents in the development 
of the youth of Bethany, the suburb in 
which he lives. He is now neighbor- 
hood commissioner for the three scout 
groups in his community, troops 10, 
35 and 50. 

The Culvers have one son, Gene, 
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who is 15 and a star scout. Ralph has 
been trying to keep pace with his son 
by applying his own instructions to 
earn merit badges and rankings along 
with the youngsters, so it is probable 
that he will soon occupy a high rank 
as one of the troopers, too. Mrs. Cul- 
ver, of course, belongs to that large 
sorority known as the “scout masters’ 
widows,” but she, too. finds plenty to 
do in planning affairs and assisting at 
the table or in the handiwork of the 
indoor gatherings. 


Mr. Culver’s award came in recognition of 
outstanding service to the Boy Scouts. He is 
proud of it, and justifiably so. 
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Another Hartley 


Christmas Cover 
i ANY of the News readers look for- 


ward to the December issue be- 
cause usually the front cover picture is 
one of Joe Hartley’s popular winter 
scenes. This year’s sketch has a particu- 
lar appeal to us and we think most tele- 
phone folks will have the same feeling 
about it. Joe’s theme is based on the 
familiar spirit of service which to tele- 
phone people means that calls go 
through regardless of weather, seasons 
or holidays. 

The picture was done in water colors 
on scratch board, one of Mr. Hartley’s 
favorite processes. Shaded portions are 
first colored in solid black and then the 
shading or shadow effects are accom- 
plished by scratching through the paint 
to the white board below. We don’t 
know how many hundred lines and 
scratches were needed to finish this 
painting but they were many, of that 
we're sure. The original has been made 
into a poster and is on display in the 
Lincoln business office. 


Choral Group To Make 
Radio Appearance Dec. 22 


HE annual Christmas program of the 

Lincoln choral group will be heard 
December 22 at 7:30 P. M. on radio 
station KFOR. The program this year 
will again consist of the traditional 
favorites with a few new numbers 
added for variety. 

The chorus is composed of 40 voices 
from all Lincoln departments and will 
make a number of appearances in addi- 
tion to the radio program. The group 


will sing at both Lincoln buildings for 
employee audiences and will present a 
program shortly before Christmas at 
the Veterans Hospital. 

Organization of the chorus was 
again placed in the capable hands of 
Chauncey Eggerss and the musical di- 
rection will be under Leonard Paulson 
of Nebraska Wesleyan University. 


New Service Plan 
Started At Polk 
A NEW plan for handling repair and 


installation work in smaller ex- 
changes was started last month. Com- 
binationmen will be stationed at certain 
smaller exchanges where they will make 
their homes and where they will take 
care of work in their assigned areas of 
operation. 

The new plan will place the men 
closer to their work locations, will save 
much driving and is expected to result 
in faster and more efficient repair and 
installation service. The idea has a pub- 
lic relations value also because it brings 
telephone people to more communities. 

James E. Hatfield drew the first as- 
signment under the plan when he was 
stationed at Polk which heretofore had 
been serviced from York. Charles Salis- 
bury is scheduled to move from Sutton 
to Clay Center some time this month 
and other assignments are expected to 
follow. 


Mr. and Mrs. William Barry are the proud 
parents of a baby boy, Donald Michael, born 
October 8. Mr. Barry is a member of the 
Osceola Plant Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Tom Longdon announce the 
birth of a baby girl, Alice Jean, born on 
October 26 and weighing 6 Ibs. 7 ozs. Mr. 
Longdon is area manager at Fairbury. 


Ann Elizabeth Hoffman is the new addi- 
tion to the Oliver Hoffman family. The 
little Miss arrived on November 26 and 
weighed 8!4 lbs. Oliver is a member of the 
Lincoln Service Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Norris Hammond are the 
proud parents of a baby boy, Stephen, who 
was born on November 29. Norris is a mem- 
ber of the Lincoin Service Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Carl Mischnick announce 
the birth of a son on November 26. Carl is 
a member of the Supply Department. 
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As Christmas time ap- 
proaches, the News staff ex- 
tends its greetings to all of 
you and to the members of 
your families too. 


It is our hope that you have 
a happy Holiday Season, with 
a full share of the traditional 
joys of Christmas, and that 
good health, good friends and 
good cheer will continue with 
you and yours throughout the 
New Year. 


Here's Your Chance To Get 
Your News In Volume Form 


We to have your copies of the 

News for the past two years bound 
in volume form? Here’s your oppor- 
tunity. 

Copies of the magazine published 
from January 1948 to December 1949, 
inclusively, will go to the bindery next 
month to be made up into volumes for 
file purposes. Employees and pension- 
ers are again invited to participate in 
this binding and because of the large 
number of orders an attractive price 
can be offered. Full details are con- 
tained in the insert you will find in 
this month's issue. 


The cost per volume is $2.00 with 
an additional 50 cents charged for im- 
printing your name if you desire it. 
Binding is in attractive buckram ma- 
terial in a choice of maroon, black, 
brown or dark green. 

Your copies together with the order 
form inserted in this issue should be 
sent to the editor of the Lincoln Tele- 
phone News at Lincoln. Please read 
the instructions carefully and fill out 
the form completely. It will help too 
if you will send your copies as early 
as possible. January 15 is the deadline. 


Promotions, Transfers, Title Changes 


Viola Fischer Shirley Stoll 


Junior Secretary 


Lincoln Wymore 


Commercial 


Evelyn Dutcher, appointed cashier, Hebron. 

Viola M. Fischer, stenographer to junior sec: 
retary, Lincoln. 

Phyllis E. Jones, 
tive, Lincoln. 

George H. Ramsey, combinationman, service, 
to commercial representative, Lincoln. 

Pearl E. Sutton, evening chief operator, 
traffic, to cashier, Plattsmouth. 


clerk to service representa- 


Engineering 
Robert E. Wohlberg, advanced clerk to junior 
engineer. 
Plant 


A. L. Ackerman, groundman to combination: 


man, Geneva. 
A. T. Albers, combinationman to sub-fore- 


man, Lincoln. 
. 4 
Leonard D. Dudek, splicer’s helper to ground- 
man, Hastings Construction. 
pa 3 Dulin, installer-repairman to advanced 
clerk, Lincoln. 
Donald C. Gilmore, switchman to combina- 
tionman, Lincoln. 
James E. Hatfield, combinationman, York to 
Polk. — 
Wayne K. Menze, groundman to combination- 
man, Seward. 

Clarence F. Schleufer, switchboardman to in- 
staller-repairman, Hastings. 

Gerald C. Shipley, eroundman to switchman, 


Seward. . 
Frances E. Smith, lineman, construction to 


service, Lincoln. 
James E. Smith, combinationman to installer- 


repairman, Lincoln. 

James L. Story, garage serviceman to switch- 
man, Lincoln. 

Don R. Tejcka, building messenger, account: 
ing, to switchman, Lincoln. 

Russell M. White, switchman to combination- 
man, Lincoln. 

Traffic 

Alethea M. Bennett, A€*L operator to A@L 
supervisor, Hastings. 

Edna Closs, A&L operator to assistant chief 
operator, Wymore. 

Ruth M. Ferry, L operator to L supervisor, 
Lincoln. 


Chief Operator 


George Ramsey 
Commercial Rep. 
Lincoln 


Dorothea Heckman, evening chief operator, 
Friend, to L operator, Lincoln. 

Leone L. Jones, appointed contract chief 
operator, Ohiowa. 

Jo Ann Redinger, A€&L operator to desk 
operator, Hastings. 

Lorraine Steckley, A&L operator to instruc: 
tor, Nebraska City. 

Shirley J. Stoll, assistant chief operator to 
chief operator, Wymore. 

Agnes Sundberg, A&L operator to assistant 
chief operator, Stromsburg. 


Irene Lind, Stromsburg Traffic Depart- 
ment, and Norris N. Crosby of Seal Beach, 
California, were married at the First Metho- 
dist Church in Las Vegas, Nevada, on Oc- 
tober 28. They will make their home in 
Seal Beach. 


The marriage of Kennetha Waterman, 
operator at Lincoln, and William Perry was 
solemnized on October 28 at the home of 
the groom’s sister in Lincoln. The bride is 
continuing her work. 


Betty Kreimeyer, York Traffic Depart- 
ment, became the bride of Robert Pickrel on 
November 5, in the Lutheran Church in 
Beatrice. Mrs. Pickrel will continue her 
work. 


Dorothy Jean Ahl of the Beatrice Traffic 
Department became the bride of Delmer 
Parde on November 10 at Papillion. Mrs. 


Parde will continue her work. 


Kathleen Walsh, York Traffic Department, 
and Richard Bedient were married in the 
Saint Joseph Catholic Church in York on 
November 10. Mrs. Bedient will continue 
her work. 


The marriage of Joyce Johnson of the 
Lincoln Accounting Department and Bob 
Haines of Ceresco was solemnized December 
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Agnes Sundberg 
Asst. Chief Opr. 
Stromsburg 


Pearl Sutton 
Cashier 
Plattsmouth 


2 at the Bethlehem Church in Waverly. Mrs. 


Haines will continue her work. 


Clara Corter, operator at Beatrice, and 
Richard Zehrung were united in marriage on 
November 13 at the First Christian Church 
in Beatrice. Mrs. Zehrung will continue her 
work. 


Lenora Schwartz, Lincoln Traffic Depart: 
ment, and Melvin Suda were married Novem: 
ber 18 at Papillion. Mrs. Suda is continuing 
her work. 


Rita White, operator in the Traffic De- 
partment at York, became the bride of 
Raymond Sullivan in the Saint Joseph 
Catholic Church in York on November 17. 


Mrs. Sullivan will continue her work. 


The Methodist Church in Beatrice was the 
scene of the November 22 wedding of Kath- 
ryn Brown of the Beatrice Traffic Department 
and Eugene Traeger. Mr. and Mrs. Traeger 
are residing in Fairbury and Mrs. Traeger 
will not continue her work. 


Caroline Ruth Marrow and Richard Max 
Merrill were married November 10 at the 
Trinity Methodist Church in Lincoln. Ruth 
is a stenographer in the Supply Department 
and Dick a combinationman in the Service 
Department. Mrs. Merrill will continue her 
work. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mr. H. F. Rood, father of Kathryn 
Portsche of the General Commercial Office, 
passed away November 25. Funeral services 
and burial were held in Lincoln on Novem- 
ber 29. 


Mr. James S. McKinzie, father of J. A. 
McKinzie, eastern district manager, died on 
November 21. Funeral services were held on 
November 25 at Beatrice with burial in Crab 


Orchard. 


David Little, husband of Elizabeth Little, 
night operator at Fairmont, died November 
4. Funeral services were held on November 
6 at the Federated Church in Fairmont. 
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Service Birthdays 
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Poh 


Cc. E. Harp H. W. Potter 
Lincoln Lincoln 
20 Years 20 Years 


Thirty-Four Years 
J. A. McKinzie, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Two Years 
Margie P. Grewell, Exeter. 


Thirty-One Years 
L. A. Stacy, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
G. M. Albury, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
O. A. Nelson, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 
Dora C. Corn, Pawnee City; P. R. Winscot, 


Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 


A. R. Fritz, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 
L. C. Hutchison, Hazel E. Nichols, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Iwo Years 
Oscar Lewis, R. H. Spohn, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years 


T. M. Ray, Beatrice; E. J. Schemmerhorn, 
Fairbury. 
Twenty Years 


C. E. Harp, H. W. Potter, R. R. Rauch, 
Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 


J. E. Ellis, Lincoln. 
Fifteen Years 


Milly L. Lloyd, Wymore; L. M. Miller, 
Wilber. 


Ten Years 
Nata A. Hershey, Geneva. 


Eight Years 
Gladys A. Ball, Ashland; Vera M. Wasson, 
Lincoln. 
Seven Years 
Oakel K. Butler, Auburn; Nora Kelly, 
Lincoln. 
Six Years 
E. M. Barney, L. E. Lyons, Ann M. Rau, 
R. E. Wohlberg, Lincoln. 
Five Years 
Martha Dietrich, Bernice J. Itzen, Laura 
Regler, William Schuman, Lincoln; Rose A. 
Halligan, Shelby; H. F. Kempf, Hastings. 


R. R. Rauch 
Lincoln 
20 Years 
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L. M. Miller 
Wilber 
15 Years 


Milly L. Lloyd 
Wymore 
15 Years 
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The following list of new employees is published as a gesture of friendly 
welcome and to help them get acquainted. We hope that they will enjoy their 
new occupation as well as the many fine associations that go with it. 


Name Position Exchange Date Employed 
Accounting 
NE Ry WO ANS, VU ncltes tatcee teas Bldg. Messenger............2..22--2+. LINCO lies eecosueneseenss November 14 
Commercial 
Evelyn A. Dutcher.................. SO ecrcteencanicdue ti Sul Saas tc Hebron............--.---.--- October 18 
PVs 4:. Ste cdeccnnnaciean Ree apt asl cncgotlaasdac cued | BS Gi Le(c | hy Spe One neater Rea November 14 
iamine Stabtviucnno 6) sna Oe RO ES | aN EER November 11 
Plant 
Feel Bags 2.11) | ae eran aes Ground MAtecescn nase. LARGO lini decevaaesecsseacee October 25 
Ts Ws IB aes tae cand, Combinationman..................-- [SET 1:17, Se ee Oe October 19 
Leenated Ty. Pup iiectcciccsse Groundman...........22.222.222--000-+- WWW TO fies cnn aeaccdcoenenes October 21 
Barbara. ).. Green s.cccaterseeizces 6 5) | eRe me ner anere ene ane ETO hn ecdescocns vanes November 7 
Oo ye eROTHe,. hia Groundman................222220e2-20e Lincoln November 7 
R. B. Thompson... 2a... CS POU MC IA eis cee vad cance ACOs ihiaAcan nesicund November 14 
Oe Ay sedate stn cencedamistedupicsnes EE oe cxenerenvindeincnetacaas ser Ea CO crm iccornnies November 21 
Lydia M2 W Ulett. isco xcteceen VARS eee tet aa W 9itOfGeen scien November 1 
Traffic 

Evelyn Vi. Allein: FAG ols c.1 1 3) eee ee ETE D@AEEICR.cccnnsicasedonvassees November 1 
Mildred GL. (Cahill .ccciccnsscccessce Py. VCP AOE acs cde oles Wy ANDO soi oe ea October 31 
Bowne \o Fran me oc stcacies Pi CPO ie scecsegicecacicsapscieon, Pl astin 26 2.---2snnnnecansaos October 31 
Helen Oy Precmatisiccn ices PY, CO PEPACOR tee ch Beatrice xa. scavsiscnceicvns October 24 
| g-gam Oe, 21 | Pepper ene ne eee eee Ores {PS Se chr: 1 5) a ON UE el sk » pene eee November 8 
Worna 1. Hane. Pw Ty CO peratoticccccvcicscstions TeCuiise i ccaietecceeess November 14 
Shirley J. Johnson.................. Foie, OO petatorn secs Etter cc nnees November 7 
Deon he. TONE issacsichscabhinentiase Contract Chief Operator........ ORO Waiatosneeaancs November 1 ms 
Alberta Ru Bite cu. Fg, Wee OB) 2 ec | ae ee iB bo tele | > Speen aneeee October 25 
Patty An: Laws0n-sisenndices. Pi STOP ARO sli wei dale Pair bryce picetaset ae November 14 
Pay bagi boll) ee ie Pua © TOG tis ce ite | coc eb: eee ee me October 24 
Kathryn B. Pankerscc cece. Fe Do) 1a: | 0) eee ee eee eee | E1159 1:1 eee November 10 ‘ 
Hila Re Shapland..i ios hs Fe Oo) 1-1 c) eee ene NY Geico eiesniaues onde October 31 
Joan, Ax SOMMel, jesse ccccescce: A OD ePAtO 8 cco eecc ccsicceties ns Lincoln.........--20222----+- October 25 
laine: Gs, Stave cescsscecnteues Pec TSC AGOL scciesdecsivvsatesois David. City...c-0csese<02 November | 
Marjorie L. Strange............... Fi, SO ROA OG ecenote cca Neceid at llol El 5 ee ra heen November 14 
Mildred M. Wait................ et EF Te OBC TaROR iasecccccssccsmes FLASH OG c. Ancehiciocace: October 24 
Bonnie |. W alleerisncwcstdnwcessind 7g ae bec 4: |) eee aa le ere By ip tote] |: eRe enna November 1 
Kathryn L. Wieck.................- Fg) ot) 4:10) «ee eR fF) 1/0 1) eRe OR eee November 15 
Ellen W. Wrightsman............ Fe 1 Operatetc.ctkeceale jo ¢ [<a ey November 14 
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Eastern District 


Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 
David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 
Herman Hansen and Douglas Behrns en- 
joyed their vacation duck hunting. 
Leola Heins is recuperating at home after 
spending six weeks in the hospital as a re- 
sult of an automobile accident. ... Plans 
are being made for our Christmas party. 


Nebraska City Area 
Betty Dishong, Correspondent 


Seems that everyone had a_ pleasant 
Thanksgiving Day. . . . The vacations are 
nearly gone. Mrs. Ella Fisher, Mrs. Clites 
and Mrs. Denson have all returned. Mrs. 
Denson extended hers a few days due to 
the illness of her mother. . . . Delores Hoff- 
man is now living the life of leisure during 
her vacation. One more left is Nellie Bur- 
bee, hers is in December. . . . Mrs. Ethyl 
Armstrong, Commercial Department, spent 
her Thanksgiving week-end visiting relatives 
in Sioux City, Iowa. Had a wonderful time, 
we hear. Our sick list is up again. 
Shirley Gruber fell and was off a few days. 
Mrs. Christensen had an emergency at home 
with her little boy needing an unexpected 
operation. We guess Thanksgiving 
dinner got the best of Margaret Wademan, 
as she was home a day or two after... . 
“Snooks” Steckly, our new instructor, has 
a new toll class with Geraldine Gerdes and 
Gwendolyn Earl... . Ella Fisher has moved 
into the Schumacher Apartment vacated by 
“yours truly’ who made two rooms of her 
mother-in-law’s house into an apartment. 
_.. The school children celebrated “Career 
Day”. Two classes of eleventh and twelfth 
grade students visited our office. Mrs. Gil- 
bert and Mrs. Barta and students were as- 
sisted by Violet Peterson, Jeannie Vest, 
“Snooks” Steckly and Miss Bader in ex- 
plaining the board. Later dinner was served 
at the Memorial Building. Miss Bader at- 
tended. .. . Ed Ernst, wire chief, is back 
to work after his operation, feeling as “chip- 
per” as ever. ... Miss Metcalf is visiting 
our office this week. ... Mrs. Durr, a former 
operator, visited our office showing off her 
new baby.... Your correspondent is leaving 
the Telephone Company to make a home 
for her new husband. I’ve enjoyed working 
with the girls and writing the news each 
month. Good Luck, and I appreciate all 
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you have done for me. (Editor’s note: To 
which we wish to add that we are very sorry 
that Mrs. Dishong is leaving, and to send 
her off with a big “Thank You” for the fine 
job she has done for the News. She has 
been one of our most able and dependable 
reporters. Her column has always been well 
written and interesting. ) 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 

Bob Humiston and family spent Thanks- 
giving week-end at Weber and Republic, 
Kansas. . . . Marvin Koch was in St. Louis 
for the day. ... Alice Sharpnack and son 
spent the Thanksgiving holiday in Lincoln. 
Alice has just returned to work after two 
weeks illness. It is very nice to have her 
with us again... . Pearl Sutton spent Wed- 
nesday in Omaha telling Santa what she 
wants for Christmas. Hope he is a sincere 
guy Pearl!!! ... Pearl was also a guest of 
her sister at Woodbine, Iowa over the week- 
end. ... “Yours truly” with her husband 
and son, spent Thanksgiving in Minneapo- 
lis, Minnesota. Despite the snow and cold, 
it was a very pleasant holiday. ... Harriette 
Wynn just returned from her vacation. She 
didn’t enlighten us too much of her activity 
during her absence, but from her gay mood, 


Carmen Sullivan of 
York recently cele- 
brated her second an- 
niversary and in honor 
of the occasion was 
presented a large 
“service pin’’ by some 
of the other operators. 
In the back row are 
Artis Gee, Evelyn 
Rathje, Betty Krei- 
meyer and Maxine 
Stahr; front row, Jo- 
lene Newlun, Helen 
Garner, Miss Sullivan 
(holding her new pin) 
and Marilyn Cotner. 


she must have enjoyed herself. . . . The 
Telephone employees at Weeping Water had 
a farewell party for Jim Howland and wife 
at the Telephone office. The evening was 
spent socially after which a delicious lunch 
was served. The honored guests were pre- 
sented with a gift and everyone had a lot 
of fun but hated to say farewell to Jim.... 
Hilda Johanns and husband recently spent 
a week-end at Agar, Kansas visiting with 
Mr. and Mrs. Leland Miller and family... - 
Ben Anderson and family spent their 
Thanksgiving in Nebraska City and Union. 
... The Telephone operators were guests 
at the home of Mrs. Johanns Monday eve- 
ning. Everyone had much fun... . Anna 
Stoll spent Thanksgiving in Weeping Water 
with her nephew. 
Wahoo Area 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 

Charles Novak submitted to a goiter 
operation at the Community Hospital on 
November 28.... Mary Jane Styskal spent 
her vacation recuperating from an appen- 
dectomy operation at the Fremont Hospital 
November 21. Ethel Daharsh, chief 
operator, spent her last week of vacation 
acting as a nurse for her mother who is 
still very ill. Manager Dorland and 


F, E. Behm, general plant super- 
intendent, was the center of attrac- 
tion at two parties given for him 
last month. Possibly the fact that 
his birthday came on November 18 
had something to do with it. 


Barbara Churchill, associate edi- 
tor for the general offices, sent us 
this account of the first party. “The 
General Plant Office staff surprised 
its boss, Mr. F. E. Behm, with a 
birthday celebration on Friday, No- 
vember 18. The group met for 
lunch at the Cornhusker Hotel at 
which time Mr. Behm was pre- 
sented with a table model radio, 
bright red in color. A white birth- 
day cake, with three candles, and 
ice cream topped off the delicious 
lunch. A fine time was enjoyed by 


family have just returned from a three weeks 
vacation spent at Hot Springs, Arkansas and 
Galveston, Texas. Mr. Dorland reported a 
very nice trip and has a sun tan to show 
his evidence. . . . Patricia Lilley is more 
than willing to display her new diamond 
ring which she received over the holiday. 
For details ask her about it. . . . We are 
glad to report the complete recovery of 
Mrs. William Behrns, who was operated on 
at the Community Hospital, October 17. 
Bill spent his vacation at home caring for 
his wife. It’s Happened! If anyone 
should see Norma Koukal, Commercial De- 
partment, waving her arm frantically in the 
air, it could be she wants us to see her 
beautiful diamond ring. Congratulations, 
Norma. 


General Offices and 


Central District 
Accounting Department 


Frances Clinton, Associate Editor 
That traveling Accounting Department is 
still at it. Among the winter vacationers 
have been Ann Keegan, who spent her 
vacation in ‘Tecumseh, Laura Sires, who 
traveled to Council Bluffs and Des Moines, 
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all and he really was surprised too.” 

The other occasion was a fishing 
party and outing held at Lloyd 
Jenkins’ cabin at South Bend. A 
large group of friends and well 
wishers gathered to pay their re- 
spects but at the last moment the 
guest of honor found he was unable 
to be present. A part of the group 
then met in Mr. Behm’s office the 
next week and presented him with 
a gift as a token of their good 
wishes. 


The general plant staff appears 
in the above picture. Left to right, 
Barbara Churchill, John Reed, 
George Barney, Mr. Behm, Doro- 
thy Lefler, George Keith and Mina 
Jorgensen. O. L. Sturtevant could 
not be present. 


Iowa, Jane Spohn, who vacationed in Beaver 
Crossing and Lincoln, and Joyce Grabowski, 
who divided her time between Colorado, 
South Dakota and Nebraska. Grace Haus- 
child journeyed to Sioux City, Iowa. Lily 
Malecek and Gloria Zier spent their vaca- 
tions at home, while Dewey Nelsen spent 
the final week of his vacation enjoying a 
little hunting. The Iowa-Nebraska football 
game found the Nelsens in Ames, Iowa as 
the guests of Dr. and Mrs. John Bath. Mrs. 
Bath is the former Virginia Barnard of the 
Accounting Department. ... Week-end out- 
of-towners have been Bonnie Priest, who 
visited her sister in Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
Norma Gans, who went to Pipestone, Minne- 
sota, and Ruby Hahn, who took in the Ice 
Follies in Omaha. .. . Thanksgiving Day 
was spent in various ways by our depart- 
ment members. Gerrie Lorenzen spent the 
day in Neligh, while Jean Jensen enjoyed 
a family reunion at her home. The same 
could be said of Shirley and Dick Bauer, 
whose grandparents and other members of 
the family gathered around their dinner 
table. ... A starry-eyed young lady in our 
department these days is Naomi Dudgeon, 
who is leaving us soon and plans to be 
married in January. ... We’re downright 
proud of the Accounting Department bowl- 
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ing team. The boys have been holding their 
own in first place for some time now. Keep 
it up, fellas. .. . Misfortune has been smil- 
ing lately on our budding politician, Dick 
Hansen. Not only did his overcoat decide 
to walk off one recent noon, but the day 
the “flu shots” were given, Dick was home 
in bed with the flu. How unlucky can you 
get? . . . Considerably more fortunate is 
Bob Bowers, our eligible bachelor, who is 
the proud owner of a new Plymouth... . 
We were all happy to have a visit from 
Helen Pickard. She looks very chipper after 
her recent operation and hopes to-be back 
on the job before long. . .. The last item 
comes from the order unit, whose members 
have long since ceased to be amazed at 
anything. A district remove order came in 
recently with this remark about the sub- 
scriber: “Moving to where service is fur- 
nished. Deceased.” 


Commercial Department 


Lincoln Business Office 

Myrtle Hiner, Associate Editor 
“Buck” Jones, she’s known as in these 
here parts, the hardest ridin’, highest flyin’ 
wrangler that ever forked a shetland pony. 
But let the old timer tell about it. “That gal 


'Jonsey straddled that hoss and right away 


that hoss took off a rarin’ and a buckin’, 
then our gal Phyllis took off. She went 
that-a-way. That there depression you see 
in the bosom of Mother Nature is where 
jonsey lit.” ... But on to more delightful 
reporting. It has come to our attention 
that Alex Geist participated in the oldest 
“sive away” program known to man. That 
is, when he accompanied his daughter down 
the middle aisle and gave her away in 
marriage to Jack McCartney. Best of luck 
to the happy pair and we might add Alex 
looked like a real dignified daddy coming 
down that aisle. Congratulations, Alex. ... 
We had a visitor at the office the other 
day, Mrs. Mildred Landis-Lewis with her 
family, who had just returned from Italy. 
Mildred worked in this office several years 
ago and we are always happy to extend a 
glad hand to those who were a part of our 
organization in years gone by. . . . Waldo 
McDowell spent a week vacation relaxing 
at home.... Alex Geist attended the House 
Magazine Institute at the University of 
Omaha, November 15. He gave a paper 
on the topic, “What the Reader Thinks 
About the House Magazines.” ... The 
folks in the Local Commercial Office wish 
you all a very Merry Christmas and a most 
Happy and Prosperous New Year. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


First, a report of those on the sick list. 
“Brick” Smith is much improved and we 
hear he will be going home from the hos- 
pital within the next few days. We'll cer- 
tainly be happy when we can report that 
he’s back at work. Roy Mills, who was 
the victim of an accident November 8 
caused by an explosion in a manhole at 27th 


and O Streets, is home from the hospital 
now and coming along fine. We know every- 
one is glad to hear about the recoveries 
these fellows have made. ... And still we 
have some vacationers. Leona Lehman spent 
her vacation at home on the farm between 
Stanton and Norfolk. She reports that she 
spent most of her time milking cows, but 
of course we know she was kidding. Tom 
Goldenstein took the last week of his vaca- 
tion the week of Thanksgiving and did odd 
jobs at home and tried his luck at quail 
hunting. Only got one bird for all his time 
spent and all those miles of walking. Her- 
man Studier and family journeyed to Den- 
ver Thanksgiving weekend visiting his sis- 
ters there. ... We’re thinking of our va- 
cation which starts as of tonight, perhaps 
that accounts for this short column. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Those having enjoyed vacations since our 
last news report were Milo Caslasky, Paul 
Winscot, Ray Zimmerman, E. W. Drewel, 
R. M. Merrill, M. A. Lohmeier, Art Albers 
and Bill Hassler. . . . We will miss Charles 
Nevin and Milo Caslasky who have retired 
from active service ... Frank Tefft has 
been transferred to disability pension... . 
The switchroom is still buzzing with activ- 
ity. The installation of new lines has been 
completed at “4” and “6” offices and the 
crew of installers is now working at “3” 
office. The main switchroom is gradually 
filling up with more and more equipment. 
Everyone is doing a fine job. . .. We are 
glad to report that R. R. Guthrie, who has 
spent some time at home because of illness, 
is back with us part time. 


Supply Department 
Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


Just a few more vacations were checked 
off this past month. Phil Garvey ranched 
in northwest Nebraska, then visited in Kan- 
sas City. Milton Royce planned to catch 
up with jobs around home during his sec- 
ond week of vacation but a bad cold pre- 
vented much activity. . . . Jerry Carter’s 
wife has been hospitalized in Topeka, Kan- 
sas, for complete examination and X-rays, 
where it was determined that she did not 
have polio. Jerry had just returned home 
from Veterans’ Hospital when Mrs. Carter 
became ill. We hope their streak of bad 
luck will soon be over. ... James P. How- 
land is a working-visitor in the Shop, while 
recuperating from an accident. . . . We’ve 
just set up another father-son combination 
in the telephone family. Ronald L. Hibbert 
has been employed as a warehouseman. He 
is the son of R. E. Hibbert, Construction 
Department. ... Amazement in the Supply 
Office reached an all time peak a short 
time ago when an invoice covering partial 
billing of the Hastings C.O.E. was received. 
It isn’t often that we handle a single in- 
voice closely approaching a HALF MIL- 
LION dollars! ... MERRY CHRISTMAS 
TO ALL. 


Traffic Department 


Lincoln Operating Department 


Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 

Christmas is just around the corner as 
we write and everyone seems imbued with 
the Christmas spirit. All of us who saw 
the Christmas parade were thrilled. 
We are glad to report that Ina Ozenbaugh 
is recovering nicely from a recent opera- 
tion. . . . Virginia Stiles enjoyed a week- 
end in Missouri. However, there were pros- 
pects of it being a short stay at point of 
termination as there was continuous car 
trouble. When, being stranded at Nebraska 
City, the ingenious Virginia, after wearing 
her shoes out decided the old car should 
be ditched, her brother-in-law swapped 
it for a new one and the party proceeded 
merrily on its way. . A miscellaneous 
shower was held at the Continental Cafe 
for Kennetha Waterman, given by Mary 
Stava, Berdina Rau and Helen Draughon. 
.. . Ruth Furry enjoyed a visit with her 
twin brother in Plattsmouth, who taught her 
to drive a car. No casualties are reported, 
even though she is said to have run into 
the rear end of a truck. ... Berdina Rau 
visited friends in Norfolk recently and 
Betty Walsh traveled to McCook ito visit 
relatives. . . . Economy can be carried a 
bit too far (or so we surmise), Ina Ozen- 
baugh decided, when Anne Meyers and 
Arta Sexton sent her a card to the hospital 


The approaching retirement of 
Charles S. Nevin was the occasion for 
a gathering of his co-workers at Grene- 
meier Hall on November 2, where he 
was greeted by an overflow crowd of 90 
strong. Charlie has been on the force 
for so many years that there are few 
employees who are not numbered 
among his circle of friends, which ac- 
counts in part for the large attendance. 


During the course of the evening’s 
program, Mr. Nevin was presented with 
an Elgin pocket watch, a gift of those 
present. Ernest Wedgwood, appointed 
as toastmaster, did the oral honors and 
made the presentation. Charlie was 
further surprised to find that his son, 
Merle, an engineer for the Northwestern 
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where she was confined, but realized after 
dropping it in the mail box there was no 
stamp on it. Which also brings to mind 
the sad tale of Hazel Nichols and Mary 
Emerson’s visit to Ina at the hospital. Hazel 
and Mary found the door of Ina’s room closed 
on arriving to pay her a visit. After waiting 
for a half an hour in the hall, first on one 
foot, then another, the two decided to take 
action. Further investigation by the nurse 
found Ina complacently listening to “Amos 
and Andy” on the radio and as she after- 
ward explained to her company, “I wanted 
to turn up the radio loud and I didn’t think 
anyone would come.” Evelyn Koch 
visited at her home in Alexandria recently. 
Mrs. Georgia Smith, assistant chief 
operator, visited her sister in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. ... Vacationers include Ina 
Ozenbaugh, Pearl Varga, Eleanor Jensen, 
Helen Draughon, Lenora Suda, Pat Denney 
and Pat Barratt. . . . Darlene Gans came 
to work with her hands very white and wear- 
ing a withered look. She explained she had 
dyed some curtains, and incidentally her 
hands, so chlorox was the drastic treatment. 
. . Joyce Arnold has returned to work 
after an appendectomy. ... One evening re- 
cently, Lillian Schafer, supervisor, after 
relieving a girl on the “B” board, left her 
plug in the board, and “stretched” across 
the room to the new positions to tell another 
girl to take that position. A bell started 
ringing, and Lillian literally ran back across 
the room to locate the cause and remind 


Bell Company at Sioux Falls had made 
a special trip to Lincoln to be at the 
party. 


The committee in charge of food and 
arrangements included Bob Swanson, 
Elmer Dougherty, Byron Pattison and 
Bedric Wanek, all of the Lincoln plant 
department. 


Within camera view during the 
presentation of the watch to Mr. Nevin 
are, left to right, standing: Elmer 
Dougherty, Charles Nevin, Welton 
Grant, Walter Stewart, Ernest Wedg- 
wood, Harold Blechan, Milton Metcalf, 
“Pep” Saunders, Ivan Doran, Byron 
Pattison, Jack Cox, Jim Smith, Don 
Rutledge and Ernest Royce. 


This group of friends of Grover 
Griffith, veteran Lincoln Service De- 
partment employee, gathered at “3” 
office last month to pay their respects 
on his last day of active service. The 
picture, incidentally, was the first one 
taken by Chief Switchman Howard 
Smith, with his new speed graphic 
camera. From left to right: Standing— 
Don Gilmore, Warren Shuck, Max C. 
Walker, Hubert Kenny, Vern Hutchison 


and W. J. Cotton. Seated—Russel 
White, Mr. Griffith and Harry Palm- 
quist. 

Grover plans to give his undivided 
summertime attention to his pet hobbies 
of gardening and flowers. He has some 
traveling in mind for the months not 
included in the “growing season.” One 
of the diminishing number of “old- 
Bell” employees, his 39 years of tele- 
phone work were spent entirely in 
Lincoln. 


the operator to answer her light. After a 
minute or so, it suddenly dawned on her. 
The light was on the board she was plugged 
into, and she sheepishly answered the signal. 

Marilyn Fones is recovering from an 
appendectomy. 


General Traffic and Cafeteria 


Jeanne Hueppelsheuser, Associate Editor 
Have you noticed a change in the appear- 
ance of Rod Andrews? After much heckling 
about his hat that looked as though it ac- 
companied him through the war, he finally 
broke down and purchased a new one. The 
shock was almost more than we could stand. 
.. . Miss Richards and Miss Metcalf were 
hostesses at a canasta party for the girls 
from General Traffic. Delicious chili was 
served (made by Miss Richards) and a 
lovely evening was had by all. We under- 
stand the girls also tried their culinary skill 
at preparing a Thanksgiving dinner with 
all the trimmings. From all reports it was 
a huge success and before the afternoon was 
over their apartment was bulging with call- 
ers. Bet there wasn’t much cold turkey 
left at their house. 


Southern District 


Christine Mason, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 

Fiorence Fruehling, Correspondent 
Late vacationers are Barbara J. Gillispie 
who is visiting her sister at Newton, Kansas; 
Dorothy Yost is spending her vacation at 
her home in Brock, and Doris M. Smith is 

also on vacation at the present time. 


Beatrice Area 
Marian Kleman, Correspondent 

A certain member of the Navy was home 
on leave and Barbara Peterson is now wear- 
ing something special—third finger left 
hand. ... Nancy Wilson and Barbara Peter- 
son have just completed their toll training 
while Bonnie Schweitzer and Lois Masch- 
meier are struggling through their last week. 
Some of the gals attended the “Ice 
Follies” in Omaha the first of the month 
and thoroughly enjoyed the colorful show. 
. . . Something new upstairs in the lounge, 
one of those thick carpets—very nice— it is 
“beige” so don’t forget to wipe your feet, 


girls! . . . Harlan Gilespie underwent sur- 
gery recently. Best wishes for a quick re- 
covery H. O.... Donna Wehling attended 


the Nebraska-Kansas and Nebraska-Colo- 
rado football games. . Polly Gergott is 
one who heeds the warning to do your 


Alex Geist, at left, serv- 
ice engineer of the Lin- 
coin business office, spoke 
last month at the annual 
House Magazine Institute 
held at the University of 
Omaha. Mr. Geist was a 
speaker on the panel 
which discussed “What 
the Reader Thinks of the 
House Magazine.’ He did 
a fine job of presenting 
his views. 


Christmas shopping early. Every noon she 
comes back to the office with a present 
—and furthermore the presents are all 
wrapped ready for delivery on the big day 
in December ! Mr. Meshier has just 
returned to work after a three week vacation 
at home, most of the time battling a case 
of the flu—-whatta way to spend a vacation!! 


Fairbury Area 
Velda Schipper, Correspondent 


Most everyone walked around the office 
with a sore arm, results of the flu shot. It’s 
a good thing it happens only once a year. 

. . Joyce Blanton and Elsie Schoenrock 
are each wearing a diamond on the third 
finger left hand. Congratulations, girls... . 
Joyce Blanton visited in Brookings, S. D., 
and also attended Hobo Day. ... Jeanne 
Lytton spent her vacation in Kentucky 
visiting her brother and family. ... Tuesday 
evening the girls from the Commercial and 
Traffic Department had a chili supper at 
the office. We think everyone had their 
fill of chili for a while. ... Mr. Longdon 
spent his vacation hunting and reports he 
had very good results. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin and Rosalie Stewart, Correspondents 


Irby Halverstadt’s sister from Arkansas 
and a nephew from Washington, D. C., vis- 
ited him the latter part of October. 
Waldo Harrington held a Halloween party 
at his home October 25. Harold Drake made 
a convincing swashbuckler, Ted Husing was 
the clown of the party, and the rest were 
equally unrecognizable.... Wanda Remmers 
had a week’s vacation this month. She tried 
her luck at making a pumpkin pie, but she 
thought she could do better by not following 
the recipe. The result was hardly fit for 
human consumption. Raymond John- 
son took part in the football game played 
between two teams of vets and justly earned 
himself the title of “Wrong Way Johnson.” 
Seems that every time he got hold of the 
ball his opponents always got in his way 
and the only way he could make a gain was 
to run the opposite direction than he was 
supposed to. Henri Goracke had her 
first airplane ride recently. She raved about 
it for weeks, all about the way things looked 
so high up and how the turns almost made 
her dizzy, but between you and us, the 
young good-looking pilot seemed to be the 
center of her conversation. . . . Cecile More- 
head, chief operator at Pawnee City, vis- 
ited her daughter in Lincoln for a few days. 
She had a wonderful visit, of course, but 


some rather harrowing experiences mixed 


in just for variety. There was a robbery in 
the neighborhood and police questioned 
everyone in the vicinity. Then she had to 
talk her way out of a ticket for overparking 
(the policeman found the meter wasn’t 
working) and after which she drove through 
a stop sign practically under the nose of a 
traffic cop. Arriving home exhausted, she 
told her husband her experiences, where- 
upon she found out he hadn’t renewed her 
driver’s license!! . . . Driving seems to be 
taking the spot light in the News this issue. 
Ellen Marshall, ECO, took her driver’s test 
and passed with flying colors, while Rosalie 
Stewart is still coaching Edna McD. 

Edna has other worries, too. She was 
framed while putting up storm windows the 
other day. She escaped with cuts and 


bruises. .. . We welcome Lyla Stewart back 
to work. She has been absent for some time. 
Wilber Area 


Lavina McElroy, Correspondent 


Hotilda Eurich, cashier at Friend, spent 
her vacation at home. Mrs. Ed Massie has 
been working as relief cashier while Hotilda 
is away from the office. Mr. Brock, 
area manager at Wilber, is having an “at- 
home” vacation. . . . Lillie Labert spent a 
few days visiting her parents at LushHton, 
Nebraska. Amelia and Anna Aden 
spent the Thanksgiving week-end in Omaha 
visiting relatives. 


Western District 


Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 
Geneva-Hebron Area 
Verna Dankenbring, Correspondent 
Ronald Francis, Plant Department, is 
spending his vacation around the Kansas 
territory. Gwen Thompson and Rosemary 
Heller, operators, spent their vacation 
around home. Eva Stutz and Francis 
Stewart, operators, attended the Ice Fol- 
lies in Omaha on November 4th and 5th. 


Hastings Area 
Peggy Bexten, Correspondent 


The annual Halloween party was held in 
the Knights of Pythias club on October 31; 
and it was a gala affair with first prize 
going to “Indian Squaw” Carolee Utecht and 
none other than “City Slicker’ Betty Hud- 
son taking second. The committee was com- 
posed of Darlene Aulner, Chairman; Ann 
Moler, Mary Dickerson, Fern Shaheen, 
Elizabeth Scheiding and Laveda Rowlison. 
The evening was spent in square dancing. 
Tripping down to Lincoln for the Pioneer 
dinner November 4, were Marie Pearson, 
Moreane Alldritt, Jessie Van Trump and 
Minnie Schlitt. The old adage, “A good 
time was had by all” may be used once 
more. . . . Completing toil training are 
Mrs. Joynt and Mrs. Rowlison. Their in- 
structor has been Lauretta Ejinspahr. 
Traveling through the Ozarks and visiting 
her daughter in Chicago is the way Ruth 
Compton spent her vacation. . .. Sight- 
seeing and shopping in Kansas City with her 
husband, Carol Henry says was a wonderful 
way to vacation. ... Aletha Bennett reports 
that she spent her vacation hunting for 


The operating force at Friend, taken shortly after the old manual switchboard was cut 


out of service following the dial conversion. 


Seated, left to right, Lois McMullen, Mary 


Gill, and Kay Rhynalds; standing, Helen Massie, Clara Craig, Dorothea Heckman, Nona 
Brusnahan, Margaret Milton, and Mrs. Alice Peters, Chief Operator. 


pheasants. Tell us, Aletha, did you get your 
limit each day? . Vacationing at home 
were Shirley Kembel and Rose Mary Tib- 
bles, also Shirley Nielsen, whose home is 
in Aurora. JoAnn Vap helped her relatives 
move but other than that she had a good 


time doing nothing. . . . Sleeping late and 
visiting her sister in Juanita to Janet 
Harves is an ideal vacation. . . . Congratu- 


lations are in order for Helen Perry, who 
has just recently become engaged. The pa- 
trons are seeing a much brighter smile on 
the face of Dorothly Rabourn, commercial 
clerk, since she received the little gift for 
the left hand. Consratulations, Dorothy, it 
is very pretty. ... Bette Capron recently 
had a surprise visit from her parents, who 
live in Madison, Wisconsin. . . . Jim Dud- 
geon of the Commercial Department is on 
vacation but we do not have any reports 
of his activities as yet. ... John Spady, 
district manager, spent his vacation work- 
ing on his farm and reports that he had 
to come back to work to rest. We’re afraid 
that he was a little surprised to find his 
desk covered with work on Monday morn. 
In fact it was a little difficult to even see 
his desk! 
Superior Area 
LuEtta Braun, Correspondent 


Irene Hashage, Superior operator, spent 
her vacation at home a couple of weeks 
ago and a few days before she was scheduled 
to return to work, her sister came down 
with scarlet fever. Naturally they quar- 
antined Irene also and now her vacation 
has been extended. Irene Warneking 
started her vacation this week and Marianne 
Sole just returned from hers. Marianne 
spent her time at home. Her home is in 
Nelson. Clarel Wishart and Barbara 
Wittlake have finished their toll training. 

The Traffic Department of Superior 
had a Halloween party on October 31. The 
main event of the evening was a scavenger 
hunt. A very enjoyable evening was re- 
ported by everyone. ... We wonder if Mrs. 
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Lillie Wilford, the janitress, has been eat- 
ing spinach lately. The other evening she 
closed her windows in the basement and 
the glass fell out. Was Lillie ever surprised 


Sutton Area 


Norma Nuss, Correspondent 


Eita Fishback of Harvard has been on 
vacation recently. Anna Larson, Chief 
Operator at Harvard, was in Omaha re- 
cently and attended the Hour of Charm 
at the Ak-Sar-Ben Coliseum. ... Even 
though the nice vacation months are over, 
there have been some vacationers about Sut- 
ton. Jack Mankamyer, C. A. Salisbury, 
and Duane Grove find this time of the 
year wonderful for vacations, especially di- 
recting all attention toward the duck season. 
Good luck, boys! We are all very glad to 
see Mr. Adkins back after his illness for 
the past three weeks. 


York-Osceola Area 
Helen Garner and Betty Beebe, Correspondents 


Carmen Sullivan spent her vacation 
“Down on the Farm” getting her fill of 
fried chicken and potatoes. The highlights 
of Ardis Burhoop’s vacation were plenty of 
hard housework and a lovely weekend in 
Lincoln seeing the Nebraska-Kansas foot- 
ball game and dancing. .. . Patricia Kupetz 
accompanied her family to Chicago. She 
reports having a wonderful time until she 
was forced back home with ptomaine poi- 
soning. She is much better now. Better 
luck next year, Patty! ... Luree McCarty 
attended “The Hour of Charm” program 
at the coliseum in Lincoln in October. She 
enjoyed it very much. ... Barbara Hofman 
has a lovely diamond engagement ring, 
and we understand the wedding will be an 
event to take place in the near future... . 
Margery Hopwood, Osceola operator, at- 
tended the Ice Follies in Omaha on No- 
vember 3. ... Esther Whitacre and Corrine 
Carlson of Polk were on vacation the first 
and third week of October. 
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ARE LOTS OF BUMPS IN 
THESE FAIRMONT STREETS. 
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vf MARLENE BELISLE cREATED Quite 
Al STIR IN THE LINCOLN OPERATING ROOM PE fF 
THE OTHER DAY WHEN SHE WORMED HER TION — 
FINGER INTo A SPIRAL TICKET HOLDER ; 2 
AND COULDNT GET IT OUT. IVAN PADDACK 
AND FRANK NORTON FINALLY RESCUED THE  f = 
ave BE Dae iia en wr nigt: , 
ILE CHIEF MELBA RICHAR IED . 
A SOAP LUBRICANT 10 THE Dae DIGIT. CLARA COSTELLO, TECUMSEH, STOOPED TO PICK UP IRENE HAD FINISHED HER BUSINESS AT FAIRMONT AND PREPARED To LEAVE. A 
ft MAGAZINE OFF THE FLOOR INTHE OPERATORS’ GROUP OF TELEPHONE PEOPLE LINED THE CURB 10 BID HER GOODBYE. IRENE 
cine a MOMENT MARY JANE SCHIVAB CAME GOT A BIT FLUSTERED AT HAVING AN AUDIENCE. SHE SET TWO SUITCASES IN 
BEHIND CLARA en ar WINCH WAS DIRECTLY |} tie STREET BEHIND THE CAR , PLANNING 70 PLT THEM INTO THE TRUNK . THEN 
— : SHE STARTED THE MOTOR To WARM IT UP FOR THE TAKE-OFF. WHEN IT BEGAN 
aaa F Jo PURR NICELY, IRENE SHIFTED INTO REVERSE AND BACKED OVER BOTH 
——— | YALISES, CRUSHING THEM BEYOND RECOGNITION INTO THE PAVEMENT , 
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TLR GEIME OUTOF 
d HERE - I'LL NEVER 
(LIVE THIS DOWN / | 


ARTIS GEE, ASSISTANT CHIEF, YORK , LIVES IN 
fl MOTEL COTTAGE . SHE WAS OUT WITH SOME 
OF THE OFFICE GIRLS UNTIL QUITE LATE A FEW 
NIGHTS AGO. ARRIVING HOME SHE FITTED HER 
KE¥ IN THE LOCK AND WAS STRUGGLING TO 
OPEN THE DOOR WHEN SHE WAS INTERRUPTED 
BY A FEMININE SCREAM POURING OUT THRU 
THE KEY HOLE . ARTIS, A NEW BRIDE, DECIDED 
THAT THIS DIDN'T SOUND QUITE RIGHT- AND 
WAS MUCH RELIEVED TO FIND SHE WAS 
TRYING To GAIN ENTRANCE To THE 
WRONG COTTAGE . 
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Y\ | HE-MAN HARLAN GILLESPIE, BEATRICE, WOKE 

| UP FROM A RECENT OPERATION AND FOUND 

HIMSELF IN THE HOSPITAL'S MATERNITY WARD. 

HARLAN WAS ESPECIALLY UNHAPPY BECAUSE 

OF THE TERRIFIC RIBBING HE HAD GIVEN 

HI5 BOSS, CLYDE BURGE WHEN HE HAD 4 

SIMILAR EXPERIENCE fl Few YEARS AGO. 


INESSING 
fl MYSTERY THRILLER IN THE LINCOLN 
COMMERCIAL OFFICE ONE AFTERNOON... 
ALICE FENDER WAS SITTING ON HER HIGH 
CHAIR AT JHE TELLERS’ WINDOW, MINDING 
HER BUSINESS WHEN THERE WAS A SHARP 
REPORT. BYSTANDERS LOOKED UP To SEE 
ALICE DISAPPEAR BEHIND THE COUNTER AS 
THOUGH THE FLOOR HAD FALLEN OVT FROM 
UNDER HER. IT WAS ALL CAUSED BY THE 
BREAKING OF A COTTER KE¥ IN ALICE'S 
ADSUSTIBLE CHAIR , ALLOWING HER TO 
DROP A FOOT OR Two WITH A RESOUNDING 
CRASH / 
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“THE MOST IMPOSING OBJECT IN THE 
IN THE LLO¥D JENKINS CABIN AT SOUTH BEND(ExcePT 
JENKS HIMSELF) WAS A MAMMOTH LIGHTING 
FIXTURE WHICH HUNG ABOVE THE CARD TABLE. 
IT WAS THE HARD LUCK OF MAX WALKER, ON 

ft RECENT VISIT, To BE REACHING ACROSS THE 
“TABLE FOR A CARD JUST AS THE FIXTURE TORE 
ITSELF LOOSE FROM THE CEILING AND FELL, 
S0CKING MAX SQUARELY ON THE HEAD. 


BUT LADY-| WAS 
ToLp YoU WOULD 
BE SURE To BUY 


PHYLLIS JONES, LINCOLN BUSINESS 


OFFICE TURNED DOWN HER BED ONE 
NIGHT AND DISCOVERED To HER HORROR 
~A MOUSE ASLEEP ONFA PILLOW... 
PHYLLIS'S SHRIEK DISTURBED THE 
LITILE FELLOW. HE JUMPED OUT OF 
RED-LIKE GOLDILOCKS AND RAN DOWN 
INTO (HE SPRINGS. PHYLLIS THEN TOOK 
10 JUMPING ON THE BED AND EVER¥ 
TiME SHE JUMPED AN ANGRY SQUEAK 
CAME FROM THE MOUSE. FINALLY 
THE ANIMAL MADE HIS ESCAPE , BUT NOT 
FOR LONG. PHYLLIS BAITED A TRAP WITH 
IRRESTIBLE CHEESES, SAT UP MOST OF 
THE NIGHT AND AT LAST CAPTURED 
“THE MISCREANT. 


GLORIA ZIER, ACCOUNTING, I5 ONE OF THOSE 
FORTUNATE * GIRLS WHO HAVE A Two-YEAR-OLD 
SISTER « GLORIA GEG A BANG OUT OF PLAYING 
HIDE AND SEEK WITH THE LITTLE RELATIVE. 
Al FEW NIGHTS AGO WHILE ENGAGED IN THIS 
PASTIME, GLORIA HID BEHIND THE BIG- 
DAVENPORT. SOMEHOW IN SCRUNCHING 
DOWN SHE GOT WEDGED IN 50 TIGHTLY SHE 
COULDN'T GET OUT, “THE LITILE SISTER WAS 
OF NO HELP AND GLORIA HAD A BAD HALF 
HOUR BEFORE SHE COULD FREE HERSELF. 


SF? Cc - ) 
DOWN BEATRICE WAY THEY RE STILL TALKING Abt :IT 
THE SHOW PUT ON BY MOTOR VEHICLE EXPERTS DCN 
AYDELOTY AND CLYDE WHITTINGTON AS THEY TRIED 
JO OPEN A TRUNK LOCK 10 GET AT A SPARE TIRE 
THEY USED KEYS, CROWBARS AND DYNAMITE IN 
HEIR EFFORTS ~ EVEN GOT SOME SAGE ADVICL 
FROM LELAND HODGE- BUT WERE FORCED To 
| HEAD OUT OF TOU'N WITH RED FACES AND 
“THE TRUNK STILL LOCKED, 


THE LATEST CHRISTMAS WHIZZER WAS ALONG THIS LINE: 
FIRST, MYRA METCALF DECIDED WHAT SHE WANTED FOR 
CHRISTMAS FROM HER ROOMMATE MELBA RICHARDS. 
THEN SHE GOT IN TOUCH WITH A REPRESENTATIVE 
SELLING SAID ARTICLE AND HAD THE SALESLADY 
CALLON MELBA .. THE PLAN EXPLODED WHEN 
MISS RICHARDS FLATLY REFUSED To BUY. 
THE UNHAPPY MY¥RA DIDN'T KNOW THAT 
HER PRESENT HAD BEEN BOUGHT ‘WAY 
BACK IN AUGUST. 


% SHE'S TOO YOUNG TO WEAR 
GLORIA 'S CLOTHES . 


